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Provoking Hitler 
The Campaign in Nørway. By T. K. Derry. 

H.M. Statiopery Offic~. 3~s. 

nils IS THE FIRST VOLUME to be published of t4eoffidal militarY 
history of the second world war. Dr. Derry's volume is a good augury 
for the s~ries,·which. is·being prepared under the general editorship of· 
Professor J. R. M. Butler. It is weU written, very readaple, and remark­
ably objective. Jf .subsequent yolurnes maintain the standards of his_ 
torianship shown in this, the qualification' offidal 'may celjse to be 
considered, as hitherto, a contradiction of the term' history " 

· Dr. .. Derry. reveals with remarkable. frankness the faults and blunder.s 
in the British conduct of the campaign. :H$! ad ds . criticism to. di~­
c1ostire~<U\d .that is even· rarer in offidal bistory. Nor is his candour 
confined to the military cOllrse.of thecampai/Pl and its broadly teeh· 
nical aspec~. For ill a delicate· way he sheds a startling light on 
British designs ,in' Scandinavia, and British respPnsibility for provok­
ing Hitler's invasion of Norway. His account of the preliminaries is 
s~ort, and he cljnhardly have told the wbole story, bl,jl; Wc fem he 
~.e!,~ fo~~~ kKquirc!. ~!ic~!. re .. y~s!~. ~,~~t!!<:..P~E~T5f~~~ 
ment spo esmen anu I'ropaganua al . æ tlwe, ann . nusa 
'Pi'dSecutorS'. irr :tfteN'arember&Ji1~~~::i.ai:"'l'Jie "untriitfilUtpeS's 
of the" formc!r lsunaerstandable In the war-time di'cutiistances; 'out t1ie 
p.ost-war presentation of' die case ar NurembCrg . is realT! !1l~ dis.­
.creditabt~,. ';lqcL Vfg~ ~nfortunat~!r pr~vi~ .. ~n. too,. m~ch justification 
for continental cntlcIsm orHntlsn fiypocn;. ft IS lIttle consolatiun 

. 11lat 'ourF"rench aUies. showed'sulrIess sdUl'*about aggressive action. 

Ch!~;l!m'~~t~:~f~~U~1ist1rictr~e!toltt~t"~4n~f\u"~ 
orSwedish iron ore. (Dr. Derry sbows that belief in lts potential 
dedsiveness was based on, delusions.) The l?!an\!!.y.2U'!i!!Jp~xigt~~n 
,2f ~0l":Yats lle\l~ra1i,!y, ru:d. other.s in. lfiifWCåbmet were"'nesttaht fo 
safictilln It. !§uyhen _ RussIa .!nva~~!l.nll!.nd at tPs'$!l.c! 9!. ~ov~!'er, 
:!,"eE!i.lill~d to ~ ,!!id to FintailCf as å CloålHor occupyingNoiWay's 
'chief ports and 'SWeden"s orefiCIlN'on the way. The French Cabinet 
desired to take the parts by storm, but the British Cabinet was anxious 
that aur landings should meet with 'same degree of acquiescence' on 
the part of the Norwegians, and only issued instructions for action 
jiIst before Finland. sUJTe~dered. Tlia,'r~tM,:HIim' 'iisili,n:a'6iiiet 
ntrlllåt "ttil!"l:\iidiIigs were now' sUre to ' meet Wl positive resistance 
from Norway and Sweden, and might drive them into the anus of 
Germany'. The Cabinet now reverted to Mr. Churchill'$ original plan 
tø dose the ore-route by laying minefie1ds in Norwegian water.s...aaa. 
~ P.fQYP.l% a German invasion-thus creating 'same justification 
Iii""'t'lle""eyes of the'WOTf'ir""'not'OiUy"for our initial violation of Norway's 
neutrality but also for our follow-up landing forces. In aur s~hemes there , 
would seem to have been an extraordinarily callous disregard of. the 
suffering we shQuld bring upon the Scandinavian peoples. Dur failure 
in this bid for a fancied strategic advantage might weU be j~a.s.. 
retribution for such,", fI~jmw.Q[i!LItcilisx.~We were not fitted 
lo campete with lIitler in thatway. Altliou'gn7he was later in moving, 
he moved faster and more etIectively .. 

· Dr. Derry's conc1usion is that Hitler's decision to intervene in Norway. 
'resulted from the Altmark episode of February 16, which showed 
that in certain circumstances Britainwas' ready to. infringe Norway's 
neutrality'. Even then he in turn continued to look for further justifica­
tion and suitable conditions, so that it was not until April 2 that 
he finally .decided to strike-on April 9. On the British side the first 
stroke, the mine-laying, had. been {!lanned for ... !2r~"1iut a. 
three-day postpanement was caused by an argument Wlttrtlie French 
about a linked plan. That delay \Vas fatal to aur prospects of getting 
into Norwayahead. of the .Germans. But Dr. Derry~s very much fuller 
account of the campaign itself exposes so many deficiencies in planning, 

· equipment, and resol1;ltion as to raise doubts whether we could in any 
case have done much,better even with a longer start .. 
· In the fir.st place, as. Dr. Derry observes: ~ it seems remarkable 

that, when forming the Allied plans of action for Scandinavia, we 
had not studied with more sense .of reality. the possibility that the 
Germans might- forestall uS-.mere'. We paid heavily for what he .mildly 
terms' a general optimism in our planning '. ·Moreove,r; 'the informa-

· tion· about Norway·available for- our own usewhen the Germans were 
once inside the country, was hopelessly inferior to the information which 

· the Germans had collected for their, invasion'. That ignorance. was a 

repeated handicap, and is the more astonishing sinte- we hI\d been:, 
planning intervention SQ long. The system·· of command was a further 
bandicap. 'There was' much intervention by the Military Co-ordination 
Committee·., headed by Mr. Churchill, 'with the detailed conduct of 
the operations, ititervention which was aften disconcertingly sudden and . 
sometimes seemingly impulsive!. The' Admiralty ·severaltimes sent 
instructions on its own without due regard to their etIect on the army's 
prospects, and tended ·to show excessive caution. On the other hand, 
at Narvik the military commander was cautious-wben the naval com­
mander, Lord Cork, waspressing for bold action; Thetroubles that· 
resulted from confusion' in . the command, system were -worsened by . 
confusion in theprovision IInd.loading of equipment. The campaign .. 
became·a series ~f jerks from fililtire' to .failure-:-and 'because we hlt4 
no consistently held objectives., no one of our objectives bad been 
achieved'. , . .' .'. . . ..'" 

. ~istor;ically it is re~rettab1e ptat no documents beforeApril 10 ate~ I 
prmted m·the appendlxes to,thls-volume.· . - . - . " .• , 
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