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l!QSSIBLE Gl!!RMAN .ACTION IN THE SPRIljG OF 1940 • 

I had not fo~&p~ten that you had asked me to let you 
have an advance copy of the appreoiation whioh the Allied 
Mi11tary Comm1ttee have been prepar1ng, even 1f only 1n dre 
form. 

Unfortunately, the final developments in the 
preparation of this appreoiat1on have not provided a 
oomplete draft at any partioular stage. The situation at 
the moment is that most of the report has gone, in bits, to 
the printer. It would have been of no value to send you 
these bits. The Oonolusions themselves are on the point 0 
being oompleted and when this has been done the whole paper 
will appear almost at onoe from the printer in. its final 
form. Oonsequently, I ~ afra1d you will have to wait unt 
the whole paper appears, signed, sealed and delivered, , 
probably next Tuesday. 

Ino1dentally,having developed, naturally, a somewhat 
fatherly interest in the appreoiation I run very anxious tha 
the Joint Planning Sub-Committee should look at its· 
oonstruotion and oontents from the proper aspeot. It must 
always be remembered that it is a joint agreed paper and 
that alone is not an inoonsiderable achievement, when, SE' 
one knows, British and French views on many fundamental 
matters are, by reason of their relative positions in 
Europe, very tar apart. 

In the course ot preparing the appreoiation complete 
accord was reached on the oonclusions which should be drawn 
and the various figures and faots contained in the review. 
Naturally this took a little time but there wa~ ultimately 
no necessity for undesirable compromise on either s1de. IJ 
phrasing the oontents ot the paper it was necessary all the 
time to compete with the Frenoh mental outlook 011 things. 
For that reason, in many places the report appears lmng 
winded and perhaps even the arguments may appear unneoessar: 

-1-

SNO

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie 
 



COPYRIGHT Of THE PUBLIC RECORO OfFICE, LONOON 
~r-~--~--~~~--~ 

R·/fI.,..ncfl~- c....4.{3 '2 t., It '7 Q, ~ -Z /', 

,/'" 

• 

Ft / ( .:> '.___ ',.: '?;CC/A- 6(lt-7] ( 

oomp11oated 1n oonstruot10n, but w1thout that oompromise 
d1f:r1o'Ul t1es would have arisen. li'1nally, 1 t would be eas~ 
'~nQugh, I th1nk, for anyone to pi ok out those parts ot the 
report whioh were first drafted by the Frenoh and those fir 
drafted by the British. I think it, 1s remarkable, under 
the oircumstances, that the whole layout of. the report 
conforms so olosely to English standarda,consider1ng that 
Frenoh Staff me'l;hods ot preparing appreoiations are very 
different from oura. 

Vlhat I am :wondering now 1s what anybody intends to do 
with this appreciation now they have got 1t. 

~9th Janyary, 1240. 
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