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'""2..1 March f 1940. 

TiH'J HorVlcc;lan ].,iini.stoI' arJkcu. to [:lee me to-

day on ltiu retur'n fronl id:::; rJ!,(.'r-t '! 1;31 t to Oslo. 

He told :ne that while tll(~I'e had. not been many 

peOI)le in Oslo he had ceen the Prime ]viiniG ter 

anu. !.T. l:oht becides other offie ia13 at the 

rhntstry for l~o:'ei!3Tl Affairs. As a result of 

~dnverno.tiorw ~, ul thou[~h he had little 

to l1l1d on the eu1) j ect of' the various ques t ions 

penllinc betl,'/ccn our t\'/O Governments, he felt 

that he lnd n constd.erclbly better und.erstanding 

of Horvrcc;tan 0111nion. 1.1. Koht had not yet .. 
mad.e UI) hie mind aD to whether or not to reply 

to HiS!}a~oDty' e Governmcnt's note of Iftarch 15th 
wt!'Sl'l./1-£ .1 1\'\',-1. 

on the A1tmcu'lc: cn:'lc, but ,the !.:inister thouCht 
•• 

t\lat he \'[on1(1 lH'obn.bly Gend an a n:.;\'Icr. He had. 

the fc()lLnL:: tlvlt Ll. Eoht was e rlUn11y hesitant 

on the lIlnj().Y.'i ty of' 'IllcS tions no '11 et t; issue 

hetll on the l:1.ttcr ::nlb jeet o.dd.ecl nothinr; to I1~S 
/).~t,.,.~M 

broa(lcflot explnno.tlons of l[o1'\'ICGlnn policy. c 

11 

hud :l£ld. stmilnr lengthy d.iGCU8Sions VIi th the in, 

Primc J.;:Lnictcl' and. these 0.1so h.ad not led to 
~. \(o\\.\' 

any very d.cfin:L te rcsul ts 0.1 tl1our:h ~"?~;>:~ 

~,. l1ncl been ""cood enour;h. to ey':~Jl'eGs s6.tis-

faction Vii th \lie v[o1'1:: in London. 

\ :;. Honsi~ut' Colban then turned. to more 

·\----:p;;~t-:l.;~i~'l:~~·i;er.8,'t1ncl>~.CferrCd to the tvlO notes.ts'; 
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of HOJ."\rlocian territory by 8.ir(:)~nft and warshipo. 
~7 

lIe l·e~1.1iccd that thc:;e VTere due to inadvertence 
\ 
Dut he beccccl me to il1'.1)reos on thc~uthol'i ties 
~. 

l'ei:;pon~:;ible the need for create.' care by the 

indi1;r:,iduals conccrnecl. He ho.d just been 

:Lnforme,d t.hnt. morninG of the torpedoing of a 

10.1'Ce H()l~wce:Lan ohill the "Cometa" ancl it Vlns 

unfortunat"Q that; the Germnns Ghou1el hnve any 
\ ~ 

i n ~:-.uc 11 ca sec 0\ P,pitisll .infrinEements vlere 
t . \ , 

cmall in themsc'lveo, but t.hey loolced bad in the 
\, 

rr 
'-'. In reply I tolLl "~]](; j,;inioter tba t I had 

hael 
only just retUrned i;() London and rli:~ not seen 

the two notes to vlhich he referred. ,\rVhile I 

V/o.S sure tho.t it must have been valuable for 

him to have had an opport£mi'tY of learning 

h~s Government's point of Xl[ vierl at first hand, 
he . 

I mueh hoped thnt/had bceh nble to interpret 

our own feelings in Lonelon. I Vlould enQuire . 
into the alleged v:blatiOllO of Horwegian 

tcrri torial waters by 13ri tich "fUr ships, although 

I VlGS ~mrppi8ecl to hear of them~ 
~ /,,·N-, .... .,. 
~ I Y10ilel not elisc;ui so from him that whil e 

~ , 
J 

I uPP1'ec;i"a,ted the Hor'vlegLm point of view, certain:j 

fae t s r,n.1C t be roe 0 [.'11i ceel. ' On the one side 

there were violn tions of lTorvlCgian neutrality 
." . 1rO'YW'.c.,'~ 

involvinc; repenteel losses of ~e and property, 

nnythCGe violntions were undeniably petrt of 

0, dolibcl'ntc anel chameless :a:XXlmlPX policy. 

On the other cide, if there \'Iere nny infrinEroments 
-. ( , 

which I .. ,ould not necessarily aclmi t, .~~~ entailed 

no lOGO of life, nnu yet all the time the Hoyal 

Kuvy/ 
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Navy Vlcrc oblj.ECd to Viatch vi to.l supplies 

~ 
Germany pa8Gin[,; up and dovm the protected 

orriuor inside lTorVlcCian \"laterS. I hoped 
~/x4 ' 

t erefore that the Einister would trY' to appre-

ci\te our point of view in tfuis matter. 7he 

lv'iin~ ter oaid that he would try to do so, but 
\ some 'of the British infractions had been Vlorse 

\ 
than ot~crs and indeedin ono instance a 

'\ 
'flarning allot from a Br..itich deotroyer had 

\ 
actually 1andod on Norwecian soil. Uoreover 

\\ 
in another n'(~Jte vlhieh ,)l1e had addressed to 

the l1'orclgn Oi'fiee that day,comp1aint was 

made of no lOGS than fou}'teen spparate 

violations of Norv/~[';ian territory by aircraft 

which seemed almoGt too Groat a number to 
~1/" 1':4-. 

be entirely aceidentil~f/ M. colban then 

turned to the question of exports of iron ore 

from Harvil{ regardinG whieh he said that he had 

spoken to Mr. Collier :'the my before. Exports 

to Germany had' fallen off v/11i1e those to 

Great Britain had been maintained, and moreover 

the war trade a[';J:'cemen"tGwi th both Svreden and 

Norway were designod to regulate this question. 

In these circumstan,~es 11e oou1d not unclerstand 

why the I,ondon prODS continued to urge the vi ta 

impol'tanco of those iron ore supplies to German 

nnd he did not bc1icwe that they were in fact 
,~r~ ~b 

vi tol ut all. ~~~"En conclusion wc had some 

converoution wi th reeo.rd to the, threats of 

a Russian drive to secure 0. sea port on the 

A tlun tie. 'rho Ihni etcr refused to truce these 

thl'eats very seriously, since he said that he 

could not 'oelieve that the soviets rrou1d thus 

vrillinr:;ly involve tllCmcelves in vrar to the 

death/ 
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death vlith the Dritich Empire. At the same 

time he o.clmitted that the Russian demands '£or 

transi t i'aci11 ties acrODS Finland caused him 

some anxiety. I told him that M. Maisky 

had that day assured me that h1s Government 

had no such intentionS ~, i,se 1vC. ~ d";,"-,, . 

H', Our conversation vu~s very friendly and 

M. Golban as usual S1Uve the impression that hE 

personally fully understood our position. 

On one point in particular he said that he 

. had spolcen his own mind to his Goverrunent, 

namely the question of' armaments. I v/ould 

realise, he said, what it meant for a former 

Directol'" of the Di sarmament Section of the 

IJeague of Nations ';,:iecretariat to reach the 

conclusion that his country must at all costs 

rearm. SNO
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