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Sir C. Dormer The Vorwepgian liinister asked lo see me to-
0s3lo day on his return Lrom nio shoert visit to Oslo.
e told me that wiyile thiere had not been many
peovnle in Oslo/he had secen the Prime liinister
and M. ¥oht besides other officials at the
Ministry for PForeipn Affairs. A4S a result of
é)nvorbatlouu mormdi, although he had little
No. ]5-7 to add on the subject of the various questions

pending between our two Governmcnts, he felt

IN THIS MARGIN.

that hemd a considerably better understanding

of Norwegian opinion, M. Xoht had not yet

W
made up his mind as to whether or not to reply

to His Nafesty's covernment's note of Karch 15th

King oo |WHSTE TETY | L
Cabinet on the Altmarl casc, but the llinister thought

Dominions
that he would probably send an ansver. He had
the feoline that ji. Koht was equally hesitant

on the majority of questions now at iscue |

in Norwegian politlico cuen as Pinland, and he h

‘NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

fon 4

had on the 1latter ,ubguct added nothing to hit .
broadenst explanations of Norwcgian pollcy.(1E3

[#2]

had had similar lengthy discussions with the in,
W Trime Linister and these also had not led to |
_ <Ny g
- any very definite resulis althouph tre>»piee 8

. i

wimaoy had been*pood enough to €x2ICoO8 satis- X
]

’ {

faction with his work in London. ’ l
2 Monsicur Colban then turned to more i

L 1 E' oractical meuo‘u, andf}eferrcd to the two notesis}

N S W whieh he had left with Ir. Collikr on the ed
AN g £ r PITh LN S = .<

/erf”f/‘ \ previous day (setkru-ee&i—oa—beh——hoc——— of wlult
. L /e \\erlku‘wﬂf
Y, complaining of mmll dnfeingeroents

faZ PR \w
frer A m CoTande B

-5 g
5"‘ i ": ;ﬂ/(_,u/‘“ o] / '




B B COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LUHUUH

n norsk Okkupasjonshistorie. 2014
i 2 3‘ [ ] e] Reference:-

Loy ?O:”)’HIQ\L\—QgL\* \%\5

1 &£
11(1111[1111111

43

of NWorwepgian territory by aircraft and warships.

R B

Ile realiced that thesce were duc to inadvertence

\‘ k] ‘.
but he begped me to inmpress on thekguthorltles

4\\/——":— ] 1
responsible) the nceed for greater care by the

indikiduals concerned., ITe had just been
inforﬁéd that morning of-the torpedoing of a
large Nomwegion oldp the "Cometa' and it was
unfortuna£§ that the Gor@anslshould have any
handle with\whlch to renly to Ilorwegian protests
in such casesg\ Britishfinfringeménts vere
cmall 4dn themsé%yes, but they looked bad in the
1ass. .

Y

5. In reply I told ithe Iinister that I had
had
only just returned o Lendon and #i# not seen

IN THIS MARGIN.

the two notes to which he referred. While I

was sure that it must have been valuable for

him to have had an opportunity of learning

his Covernment's point of ix view at first hand,
I much nhoped that?ﬁad beeﬁ able to interpret

our own feelings in London. I would'onquire .
into the alleged vilations Jf Horwegian
territorial waters by British war ships, although
I was surprised to hecar of them.rroezhzdhe—sane.

,(/f N T . ]

o i&mc I wodd notndisguisc from him that,while

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

kﬂ!hft%7 T f'aggféqéﬁ£éd the Horwegian point of view, certain?
Antaa © setee facts mﬁsﬁubc recognised.” On the one side
As F:?L //’ there were violations of Horwegian neutrality

or 10ta

involving rcpoatod lozses of é%%e and property,
agé}thcsc violations wcre undenizbly part of
ca deliberate and shameless azkkempk policy.
On the‘pthcr si@c, if there were any infriygements
Lo T \“-~_¥ which f wdﬁiahnéf‘neéessarily admit, they/entailed
Comet-"7 Ze | no loss or life, and yet all the time the Royal

1 Navy/
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Navy wcrce obliged to watch vital supplies

~
i It

£ Germany passing up and down the protected
orrideor inside Torweglan uatoro. I poped
therefore that the tinister would t;;ﬁgo appre-
ci&fe our point of view in this mtter. The
Mindeter said that he would try to do so, bub
some\df the British dmfractions had been worse
than oﬁncr and indecd In one instance a
warning “hot from a Lﬂluluh destroyer had
actually 1qndod on horweglan s0il. lloreover
in another n@te which e had addressed to

the Forcign Oiflce that day,complaint was

made of no 10 35 than fourtcen spparate

b violations of Norwegian territory by aircraft

IN THIS MARGIN.

which scemed almost: too chat a number to

be entirely ac01dent41 //Zb Colban then

turned to the questior of cxports of iron ore
rrom Warvik regarding which he said that he had

spoken to Mr. Collier fthe day before. Exports

to Germany had fallen off while those to
reat Britain had becn mhintained, and moreover
the war trade agreementowith both Sweden and

Norway were desipncd to regulate this question.

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

, In these circumstances nhe gould not understand
f? why the London press continued to urge the vita
gf. ; _ inmortqnco of thecse iron ore supplies to German
§;‘ and he did not beligve that they were in fact
vital at all.;x)én :oncluglon we had some
conversation with regard to the threats of

a Russian drive to cecure & Sea port on the
Atlantic. The Minister refused to take theoe
threats very scriously, since he said that he
could not belicve that the Sovieté would thus
willingly involve themselves in war to the

death/
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death with the Britich Enpire. At the same

time he admitted that the Russian demands for
tpransit facilities across Finland caused him
some anxictys T told him that M. Maisky

had that day assured mé'that his Government
had no such intention§ as¢ Yose we Wwme AviCuonn
ﬁ?g;(MM?conversation was very friendly and

M. Colban as usual gave the impression that he
personally fully understood our ﬁbsition.

On-one point in particular he said that he

z
8 ‘had spoken his own mind to his CGovernment,
< ,
= pamely the question of'armaments. I would
% A realise, he said, what it meant for a former
- . .

Director of the Disarmament Section of the
Z
- League of Nations secretariat to reach the
zZ '
E conclusion that his country must at all costs
E rearm
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