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I have been locking through the dreft of J.P.(40)22,

and the following are scome first reactions to the comments

by the Second Eleven on pages & onwards of that paper.

“"
¥

1. Reference paragraph 11. I think our comment should}™

be much stronger om this head, which is one of the most
important in JShe whole paper, in my view,

I suggest that after the quotation the comment should:h
resad as follows:-

*The Chiefas of

the Allies could operate subptantiasl Forces in Doth areas

simultaneously; butl neither is it cousildered that Germeny
could take the offensive Lin both places at the same time'Y,

; The Chiefs of Starf and the Allled Military
Committee thue hold diamstrically opposed views on this
point. The point was thought to be of such importance that
in the discussion on intervention in Scandinavia st the

28th (40) Meeting of the Allied Military Committes the

+
Major A.T. Cornwall-Jones, /British

Offices of the War Cdbinet.
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British Tepresenvatives particulam&y'invited @rn
expreseion of the French views wpon it.  The Freach @@
represenitatives Bald in Weply that “they wepe guite
definitely of opinion that 4im view of Germany’s
present advanteges on land and 1 in the air, und of the
relative weakneaa of awedish resistance, Germany might
guite well captur@ i number ol bas eu at any rete im
Southern Suandinavi& and at the Bame time, eonduct g
mejor opereticm in the Bailkang®, g

We suggest that it i8 & matter of cruclal
importance: to regolve this differsnce O opinion dn &
point which mugt have & profound effect on our own
strategy in the coming months. It is emsentisi that
there should be no doubt in our minds as to whethep
heving made the necessary mrov;ﬂi@n Yor the aucurimy
of the Western Pront againet any possible &llied attack
(which the Allied Military Committes put at 70/80
Divisions), the Germans would be able with their balance
of 90/100 Divigilons to conduct offensive operations ing
Scandinavia and in the Balkans and gt the Bame time to
ensure internal gecurity in the Bewly oceupled Yeppie
tories under their control.

A8 fuar es alr forces are concerned we have no

/doubt

et o,
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doubi that the Germang have amplsg strength to do 8o} we

& - must reach definite agreement as %o wihether or not the
8ame appliesito the land forces., ©  We iHuggest, therefore,

.that the Gensral Staft ghould be instructed to examine

Yhis problem and, report as 2 matter of urgency.

e ¥From the point of view of our own strétegy the
issue msy well be one of shipping. Lt dg no doubt true

- that the Germans could not take the offensive inm ths

HNowth, In the South-Eash and at the saws time on the
Western Front. I, thereforae, they commitied themselves to
~operationg in tae Norih and the South~Bast we might, and
indeed ahbuld,:gé juatifiad in withdrawing forces from the
Westorm Froot. to meet Ghem on the other fronts. The
probiem which will then erise is whether or not we have
got the ehipping and the naval egcorss to undéﬂﬁak@ two
substantial overseas operstions at the mame tims. The
Admiralty nave already eXpressed considerable concern at
the size of the commitment represented by She pﬁojacted

' operations in -Scandinavia; 1f 0 this wops added the
necessity for transporting and malntalning substantial
forces in the ‘Middle Bast, it is at least g matiter of
grave doubt whether it would prove to be practicable,

Ihis again we suggest should be a matter of

/A immediate

et b el B3 b e v 1k i o o s
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immediate a&&minaulon by the Adunirslity and the Ainismry

of ﬁhippingo o o .ﬁ@
‘ lt is hardly negesmary to emphasise that these

two pointﬁ must be taken into serious considsration in
ll[t

deciding upon our policy in Scandinavi&./y A Turther -

peint which emecrges 1n this conneciion is that it hasw

become clear from our reviews of Scandinavia and the

‘r
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Middie East that a major iimitlng factor in any event

‘12 N

is likely to be our lack of base snd administrative

Lts...eo‘atc @ﬁeas ag 1o the present dralt.

~

3 LReferenceparagraph 12, T rather doubt

e
: 1
. {

whether 1t:.18 worth letting the Joint Planning

Committee. in for an examination of the possibilities of
£1llied assistance in the Balkﬁna in the event of
restricted: German penetration. Is it not quite clear
that we'could not give any direct military assistance to.
Roumsnia? .. The A.M.C. in paragraph 80 of thelr paper are

quite’clear on this pojint; and it seems cerialn that we

could do nothing in that part of the world unliess we h&d
the active support of Turkey. I feel 1f we underiteske the

examination suggested it would merely lesd us into &

lebyrinth of different hypotheses and that we really should

not get anywhers. | |
/Reference ~L“
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J. Reference parsgreph 14. I think this might be

Camplified a bit by adding sowething on the following lines:-

I *The French are, Lor pbvious reascns, unwilling to

admit that anything is more probavle then an s&tltack on

Prance. Neveprtheless we feel 4hat from what we know of

Germen policy, the present German campseign against our

‘shipping end: the trend of German propegandg, internal and

P

\
external, thig course is She most likely-one dL'or them to
2

5

-adopt. It .ghould be noted that it is the course which

‘the Chiefs of Steff have fpr some years fonsistently

padd they believed to be The most probubls and the most

formid&blé threat that We have to meet; 1t is true that

we have - a¢way5‘visu&x“a & in the past that this form of

_att&ck ey be intensifi&& and extended to our porits end To

At e

th@ system of distribution from the ports, and this may well

UI"H out U.oO 0@ 80,

We feel it right o draw atienition to the fact thatb

A

the pr@aent limited operations against our seaborng Lrads

in the North Sea'bear no relation to tae wsecale of atteck
,thaﬁ we may have to meet when the wealbner improves and the
Germanﬂ intensify their acvion. Everyihing poscible is

being dene to develop our metive defences againet this

frorm

< ot N e . .
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form of attack, bul we would again point out the wital

necessity of doing everything within our powar to &

improve snd increase the facililties at Western ports and

Lor the inlend tranﬁp@?m of goods to end from the Western
ports. We ars fully awere of Ghe dirficultles wnd
disadvanteges of this course, but feel certain that ir
they are teckled with wigour and with a clear recvgnition
of their vitel importamce they could &t any rate be
largely overcome. st | |

e
n
<

g{i Reference paragraph 18 lsat senience, L am

not quite clear what this is intended %o convey. It is
very unlikgly Thiat any subsbantial reduction in the scele
of attack on Gur ﬂhlpping could be effected by counterp
measures against the German air forces engegec. i% has
already been agreed by the War Cabinet that il German
operations on these iines asoume proporﬁiona which threaten
to be decisive we musl not shrink from using all that we
have got, and our striking force must be employed at all
coata‘in the msnner thatl holds out the test hope of
obtaining decisive repulls against Germsny {sse anunex I te
. C.0.8.(89)107).

% ~ Om the other hand we do mnot want %o be foreed

| Jinto





