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SOE's Charter 

The original Cabinet memor.andum, dr.afted by NeviIle Chamberlain in July 194{}, 
which created SOE. Never previously published, it was misplaced in SOE's filcs 
and has recently come to light in anothcr secret archive. 
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MOST SECRET 

W.P (40) 27l. 

19TH JULY 1940. 

COP Y 

WAR CAB I NET. 

HOME DEFENCE (SECURITY) EXECUTIVE. 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE. 

1. The memorandum which I circulated to the Cabinet on 
27th May (W.P. (40) 172) gave prticulars of the organisation 
of the Home Defence (Security) Executive, which was set up 
under the cahirmanship of Lord Swinton to co-ordinate action 
against the Fifth Column. 

2. In addition to presiding over the Home Defence 
(Security) Executive, Lord Swinton has been entrusted with 
executive controll of M.I.5 and is thus responsible for 
counter espionage activities in Great Britain. 

3~ The Prime Minister has how decided that Lord Swinton 
shall also exercise operational controll over the work of 
M.I.6 in respect of all the activities of the M.I.6 in Great 
Britain and in Eire. M.I.6 will also continue to place at the 
disposal of Lord Swinton all information in their possession 
which may have a bearing on Fifth Column activities in Great 
Britain or Eire. 

4. The Prime Minister has further decided, after consul­
tation with the Ministers concerned, that a new organisation 
shall be established forthwith to co-ordinate all action, by 
way of subversion and sabotage, against the enemy overseas. 
The Prime Minister requested me to set on foot this new 
organisation in consultation with those concerned. Action is 
accordingly being taken as follows: 

Ca) An organisation is being estabished to co-ordinate all 
action, by way of subversion and sabotage, against the 
enemy overseas. This organisation will be known as the 
Special Operation Executive. 

(b) The Special Operations Executive will be under the chair­
manship of Mr. Dalton, the Minister for Economic Warfare. 

Cc) Mr. Dalton will have the assistance of Sir Robert 
Vansittart. 

(d) The Special Operations Executive will be provided with 
such additional staff as the Chairman and Sir Robert 
Vansittart may find necessary. 
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in turn, receiving from them the broad strategic picture. 

5. Lord Swinton and Mr. Dalton will arrange for any 
consultations that may be mutually helpful or may necessary to 
prevent overlapping between the Home Defence (Security) 
Executive and the Special Operations Executive. Normally, no 
doubt, consultation between their respective staffs will 
suffice for this purpose. 

6. The Prime Minister has requested that Lord Swinton and 
Mr. Dalton should regard me as the member of the War Cabinet 
who they should consult and to whom any inter-Departmental 
difficulties, should they arise, would be referred. 

(Int'd) M.C 

Private Council Office, S.W.l. 

19th July, 1940. 

* Note: The organisation of this Department is being 
revieved. 

Riktig avskrift av Nigel West "The story of SOE". 

Tommy Natedal 
Gulsetkasa 38 
3727 Skien 
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