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• BY MARY 5CIAHHA 
, Spec.- ~ The ~ .,.00: ~II :[J UNE 10, HHO, I:' Il d<ly many [tall.an:o, In · J Collnad .. W. ou\d Ilkf' to forg'·( (jn (h<l.! da} 
: 50 years ago beUlg Italian meant arrest 
· and lnt{'mm~nl for hundred~ across the 
: countr y 
· 11 was tht' day JU!>IIC{' Minister Lmest 
· Lapomlc d(·cJared H1 {hI" H01..!St' of Com-
; m()n~ . An h(Jnor.J b11' rnt'rntH·( us ked 
; ... hat the MInIf,(tOr uf JU!>tlC(' W<J;, ~01nK tu du dbout the 
• italian population of CallCl,dd no ..... that [laly had dt.:'" 
: eta red war Tht' very mInute that n~wS W~;, re· \ 
: Cf!lvcd that lIaly hud de{'jan-d .... at on Gn'd! Bnlaln 
'and FCOilflCe, ht- SL~ned an ordt'r fur tht· Internment of 
i many hund~s of men whose OHrnes wt'rt' on tile list 
: of thI!- RoyaJ Canadian MounLed Poh('e R5 s.w.p<xts I I 
: cannot glv~ the Hous.(' the nurnt~r. I hHV{' bfo..en ukt:d 
• by the head of (ile mOUnlct.l puliu- nol la do IhlS be· 
: c.~ It mIght hamper hiS work· 

: kJ~ro:,; :;~~)~~~~le~~~I~~f:~e~~:~ (~;1~~;::~0l~~~1~)~ 
, tt .. ilans 5U!>pected of bt'lng hl!>C\:-l:. l'hl,rt, WI"rt' 15(1,' 
'000 hallotn!> Ilvln~ III lalldda In I~O Thl' W<lf had 

made th~ ~)v~mmcnt hlf(hl)' 1.nl!:,j(IYt' to (h(' (hrejl,t ot 
,~my .Il>ens, lhe J)omlnlUo BUr!:M.U of St&li::ltlo e5tl­
: mated more thM.n 9,000 1t.LI.11.arc; trl lanad!l slLlI owed 
• allegl .. net' to their mother country t'HrI)' In I9-(U ,",I: 

cordmg la lhe bureau, Iht'~ 111I.1uln~ ..... t're po:~entl.iil 
· ~nemy .I~ns - If Ilaly wert' lO JOin lorct'!> wuh Ger· 
.many. 

ttghlY pt'f ct"nl of tht' I)(),OOO ludl<ln~ re~ldt."'CI In 

Onlano and (JuetK·( whert' Ihe lu 1<t~1 r .iuds wt'rt' con 
ducled. In Montrt'HI. mort" Ihan .300 men W('n' 

, ar~ted, The sam(' (hLll~ happ('ned 10 ckl~' to 300 men 
'111 Thrunla 1 hey wen' an-e-s(('"(j U1 Ihf'lf home!>, on 
lt~lS. In r"l4tur .. n(!> and 111 bHD 

· hallam 10 many CHI~!> qUickly Oc."CHnH' lhe IHr~~l of 
, rllclSt 51un and III "(lmt' C.u..t.."!. vlok-nCt'. A he.il.dll~ III 
;T~ Gk)be.od Mad on June 11, 19-10, rt'"ad' 'Dawn 
: With t~ Jackab,' luronto He~lden(s Cry As Windows 

"f1t.IUI;n£· 5to~ Are Sm ... sh~ ~ 

K.y P.YI. was 18 wtwn tht· ReM/' came' 10 her 
jU .... a h.om~ (0 arr-e"-Sl /)(or hither, Joseph CO:Slan{Jnl 

-11 was June 10, I P m I Wlll~ hfJmf'. my faltwr W.ll.=­
.1 the b~nk, All of .11 suddt'n I hellLrd !I «rlVl..;" ""I {ht, 

froot IUId back dour!> 1 hey wenl .!olmul18neously 10 all 
tbe houses IKl no one could warn anyone 1 he!:.e blp,. 

: lM.Il, burly guys CBme lo, real Geslapo types. They SOlJd 
they wanted to -'Carch t.he how;(> I never ~Yen asked 
fur a a.e.rch warn,nt. I 'Was 10 stupid 1 hey cornered 
me and asked when: my father W".!o -

The RCMP search was thorough. They confiscated 
all Mr. CostantLnt's documents - letters, ~lpl5. 
bills 

"They searched up~lalrs, dtJwnSIHIr., We hHd (hiS 
cklset In the kllchen and they lookt'(j In Ihere and they 

· ..... ~ ",1n":S, They asked If Iht· Wln'"~ W('ft' a dn"eC1 
lint! to Haly. I said, 'No. H', thc trunl door bell: 1bey 
... id they dM1n'( bell('Ye me I wen I wllh one of them 

· and I Ulng the froot door bell "1 ~rt' you KO: I saki. ~ 
AI about J p,m. bt:r f.atther CJilffie home. 

: -Tbey Loo«. blm away and I ~.atJ<l, 'Okay P.II., I'U a.ee 
'. you Later." I wu crying, he .... ~ crying and he u..id. 
:'You laI.k.e Un": O'f the kKis. I'll a.tt' yoo In a coop~ of 
·hours.' -

MtI ,.....Vlil alQ nol see n~r IHltler 

· for nine months. He was taken to 
: t~ Carleton Counly Gaol, detamed 
- for • kw dllyti .nd then put 00 a 
· t,.ain he./kd for C.mp Pclawawa 

Gmo Tiez.zi, a worker .Ill Ottawa 
,E~tnc (now Ollawa Hydro). WHS 

j a180 atTMkd J~ 10, IkO. He was 
· n=kased F~b, 17. UHt. On .... ug. 21, 
l.cl, he was re-Interned on the bit 

· w of a ~ter wlth hI!. IIgnature 
tMt ,t.te<! he was pan of the - Op­
ert' \IQk)n(al"W! Repre'ukKle Anll' 
Faacisto- (N.uonal Organuauon 

·Ior the R~pJ"'e'S5I00 ot Antl-F .. s-
\srn). Mr. T~i'fi farmly auspects 
la n.me was klrged by .5Omeone 

who had a grudge .Killnst him. 
ILaJo Ti-eui WilS 6 ill the time ot 

t..bc lint arrest. Though June 10 IS .. 
&.ad memory, hI!. more vivid recol­
~lJOn 'u the day hiS father w~ 
l.lTe:StedM~tJme. 

-The ~ Urn~ they Came to 
get him, no one expected (hal. It 

· _as il very ~~ moment. I remem­
ber I 'WllS tn bed aM I nekrd my 
mo(~r yeti 'AGAIN!' I was JUSt a 
lud and I utd If they ever COrnr 
back agatn I'm going 10 gel the 
broom and hit them. In 'act, I 'Went 
downstaia to (~ shed and go( the 
Ji»room. My mother was saying, 
·Not now €k.r, you can't fiweep noy,',' . 

Luigi ~nacchK), former research asSistant at the 
Mulucultural HI&lOncal Soctety of Onlano, SilYS lew of 
the- a~u; W!':re Justif~, 

-When w.r came, the RCMP moved 1010 the com­
munities and arrested pe-ople tht-y belteved to be (ase­
let ie&ders and fascl$! sympathIZers They d~nved 
this infonnalioa 'rom secret qents, people who were 
qUite willing to kit on their nelghbors, Thert' were 
certainly Mlme members (of ltalLan communllles) 
who were actual '(lSClSts, Others were faSCists Simply 
out of expediency; they uw it as a means of '.aciIUa(­
tng ~ir business IOte~ts. -

Most of those interned were men, bul some women 
were also kept al the Kingston Prnltentlary in KlflgS­
lOa, Out. Between June 20 and Sept. 19. 19-40, RCMP 
~ mdic.te 13 'WOmen were Interned 

TIlC' majority of italians were .rrested under the 
War Measures Act. Homes and propertieS 'Were not 
confiscated but Mlme bank accounts wt"'re froz~n. 

In Toronto, Ilalian~Canadian men were laken flr~t 
1.0 t~ downtown Don J ail. About lOO w('r(' then shipped 
off to the Automotive Butkhng at the (NE groun.d:c; .. od 
the Stanky BafT.ch. They jomed the other ltalian 
men who had been -.enl down from Northern Ontario 
dttes such u Tlmmins. Sau'l Ste, Milne, Fort Wilh8m 
and Port Anhur. 

==I i 13 ill ;141;rnfJ::W 
50 years ago tomorrow, the lives of hundreds of Italian Canadians 

were-r6rnapartwheiitho~s-e suspeCted 6ibe1ng fasCiStS ~ --­
were rounded Up, Interrogaied and interne~djar irom their homes----

105524 
community', link to the EngU&h~a.peakin, WOt1C 
When be was arrested, his oNk;le wu broken mto an. 
&11 medk.a.J reconh of the It.llaJ\S we~ coufiscated 

The day 
freedom ended 

c.rnp P'etaw_wa. _bo4..Jt 110 kilometres \lP~nV't' 
from Ott.awa.. was thoe 04destl.nternment ca.mp In C&ll 
ada It had been u&ed to intern Ukra.inia.na In the Fm 
World War, 

Mano Oullani, _ well-khO"llt'n It..lian pl..l,yw~h 
wrote Lt. YULe Sam Femmes (lbe City Without "on, 
en), _ hnt-nand account 01 hu 4() rnonUu la inlenl 
ment 

AnlOnlDO ad .!lUll., • lbrunlO poel and Iransi.atcK, I 
working 00 an Engll.h tr&A&iaUofi 01 the book. Wr 
Dull.nt .rlle'1i th.l.l ~ from ~~W1)' fICOIlOraIk atr. 
turn, tro.n mllUoa..atre IObeuar-1II"eft' 1IIl~. 

On amvaJ., they 'InJT'e 11\'Ul UAiIon::Ps and dIetr .... ' 
cloOte6 Wfl"e laien away .-ad -..ond.., ID boo. .... Mc 
upon re~a.a.e. On • vi&it to Camp ?eta •••• ill Yard 

Their stay at the J.ils vane<! from a few houn; to a 
few weeks The men's fate lay In (he h.nd!> of the 
In(erdep&rtmenlill CommJtt~ of tne Department of 
Nahonal Defenct'. Th-e committee had a IlS( at nam~s 
and evKieoce of all tbe men who had bt!en arret.led. 
Upon rev~ of the Ln(ormitHon, the COnlmHtee re­
k!ll!:ied the men . coodlU<xlally - - haVing to report 
... eekly or monthly at RCMP headquartt'Ts - or 
"uncondltlOn.aliy .', The majOrity wert" rde.ased COndl' 
uonally. _ 

The luck.y ones, lIk.e holel owner AnlonlO OISlppio, 
now 91. were released after & few hours ot interroga­
tIOn. He rec.illls that dunng the elghl hours he spent at 
the ReMP complex. six RCMP Came in iilt dlfferenl 
times and askt:..'d him the same questlon~. 

Mr. DISIPPIO was pan owner wuh Mr. Costantini of 
the Prescott HOlel In Ottawa Mr. OISippIO. whu .... 'as a 
n.turalued cltlZen as well as a membt-rof the Ca.nadl­
an Legion (he had fought in the Flrsl World War). was 
not interned, but his hquor licence was taken away 

My panot'r was a( the pill and mt.', whal ",'as I tu 
do? I had no licence, the place was ch,.t!:il."d. I tried w get 
the licence back, but I couldn't because I was Italian. I 
tlied to rent the pl1l.ce. bur when the guy went to get 
the Uce~, he couldn', gel 11. The government told 
him as kK\g as the propeny bdont::ed to an Italian, 
there woukl be no liquor Ita=nce.-

~s:~~~ !'~kt~~ to~ c:~ ~ 
Italian lOtetnees. 

- As rq:aNh dothJng, each tnktmoe or- priaoner <­
war la ~ with leather boou., Ru.m boou, dlre 
pain of 8OCka, two 6\!1l&oC' ... inler underwe.r, two ."UI 
of alJmfner wrw:krtlt'e.r, 0II10e wtnler cap, one MmfTW' 

cap, -.nd m.dr.loaw OWn::o.al, .oo&'-n 1II1tn. win,", 
co.at and trouaen a..nd aum.~r coat &Ild U04oIM"n.., a 
weU u variou.lo a.eceas.ne.; auch as ~, &havUl 
bnuheto, etc -

They aoo rNle1ved two ext .... -1ul'f' ..tuns _till re­
Ctt"defi on the b.clr. that could be ~ as ~ by In 
armed «'Jardl If any of the jnc.e~ tried to .-cape 
C.mp .taff had mU caU. MVer&1 times. a clay. Tb 
armed IUlLnU on the kNren a.o.d 0. the camp ~ 
pal.roilod the wlre-'<eaeed are. 

In lhe e.rly moot.h.a of l£ILtnun(l;Ql, thoe ~ b.ad UW 
to do. That quktr.ly cha.n«;ed. Camp Pm.. ... Wa •• 
I.ocatod withUf a la.~ bush area. Weo who W'ef"C ~ 
bodied we~ abigM'd 10 worktna p.a~ aM 8M:I.t t 

~~~~~~:r .. to:~j=. treea. Th 
Mr. OuILanI"u the hocp1uJ admlnJ.atratoc' &t CA. .. 

~t.wawa, H~ wrltoc th.t Ina.y of the InoCO ~ pn 

~~D~~~'~ =~ ~ -= ~; 
cenlJi & day for an et«h'-bcM.ir d,y, au d.y. a~. 
They worked In the bua.h, 00 ro.da aDd LD ~ 
ditches 

TIle Intemal.KXlal Red Cmu and the YW.CA .... 
don.uoru; 01 furniture, taooU.. .. mea and ~( 
tood.. Wr, Du.han! wtitaa tha' the- ItalIa.a tDCIl pkye 
poke[', bridge, brUexloLa and (~ Hfte (Hall .. c.&r 

games) .. well .. bocoe (l.awn bowlio.&). 
In 18<2. the YMCA .Ided in lnstaJl~ • <ad.Io wil 

~~':~~1I:?~~t!J:~=~~r: 
the radio to Ii.ten for DeW,at the w.r. 

F.mrhel wen": .00 aUowod eo .end Iifti. N. Pavt 
sayl .he ~( her f.theT bocrntmade ltatia.n ~ 

~M:~~ ~~ ~ ::..e~::r.: 
about, ~ w rocau... 
AJ~I any thIne that an1ved Ut the camp toe ""* 

DeeI ... U ()MI.ICN'"'Od. .... Parla ~ben • ICbrt.el 
ber I.ther &Dd oome <><hen at the "roIIoe<" C&IDO ~ 
with to ~ liquor without the camp .aN kaowtn. 

.bootH. 
-~ ~n .11 klved 10 Il.a \ 

wine 0" br.ndy, but 01 coune tb. 
weren't .Uowed. They devUed tl1 
loCh.eme .,blen": they aa.k.ed dw 
wl yes to -.end them cherry pro 
-.efVeS finod with braady.-

But Ms Pavta .... ys aM -.ewr" 
am, DOl' <Ud her fa tbc.r, eveo. I 

IilntU hi. de.th la 11:51, that N .. 
bein& Up, .... y ~ ... -
&&aW' bLI wtll. 

"TItey had 00 ....uo.. .., _ 
pen ... u.. bea;iaAinc IQ !lad • 
how the "ar " .. ,oIa&. .. lip 
"'" how long ~ _ ... 101"11 to • 

AntoAio DISippio, left. 01 ~ 7';;;-';-';';; 
c.nadiIIno queotioned by police. AntonIno Man:a 

in .or. My tather u.ed to tlave to I 

to the ookIltr "ho would take Uw. 
order for ap<>cialty loads. T. 
,okher _ the Ii&L &Dd OIl Wo de 
be b.ad • ..ewlp.apeC My tau. 
ato4e the __ ~r, He ,.. it " 
der bLI jad<e<. lie ltaured Ii> 
couJd aow read 1OrnetbUl&. Tb 
were dyi.nt: to Imoow tome ...,.,.,.. I 
you know that be wu put .. 10 

lary for elchl d.Y'? Well I en. 
when I beard dulL God. my !aLII 
belni in eoUlary. They f>'II ....., 

there to leach hitn a MMoa. to s.eadl e'¥"H')"Oec ... 
100. " 

Mr. Du.hani wrii.el that many of the IIW'Ia COt.I.ld I" 

la ~. booI< -. by one 01 ... inIef-. 
The men to be in lerned "'ene' sent to three camps 

scattered .cross Canada, St. He6en'fi near Mootreal 
and K.nanuku. In Albena had about 200 men .p~. 
Ca.mp Petawawa, about 160 klklmetres up-river from 
Ottawa, had 632 as of October, 191.0. Of that number, 
209 ""ere naturahled ilnd 20 ... e~ CanadulO-born Ital~ 
ian::.. The rest were Italian nationals, etght were med­
Ical dc:x:tors, one 'Was a dentist and one was • I.wyer . 
About half were laborer~ T~ rest were hotel and 
restaurant owner.:., manu(acture['s and office wart­
ers. 

Once interned, UU' men could appeal for r-e6ease to 
the 5O-calkxi - appeals dlvlSKm' - the federal govern­
ment's advisory committee m the ONO. It took seve­
[,,,,I weeks fo[' the apphcatlons to be proces.sed. If the 
applications were accepted, the internees had to prove 
their lnnocence, For the italians, thIS meant proving 
they were not part of the FitSCl,s( Party or the Dopo 
Lavoro (After Work.) recreallonal club. The Dopo Lav­
oroclub recrUited '0r the Fasci~( Pany. 

Even if appeals 'Were success(ul, ONO records show 
the minister often did not Mccepl (he recommenda­
Oons, 

Many of the men sent to ~(awaw.il were IUllmpor­
lant part of the 1t00lian commWlIty - men like 0['. 
Vluorio SabeHa, the only Italian doctor' in then isoLat, 
ed Sault Sle. Mane, On!. Dr. Sabetla wa.a the Italian 

'lOp WOfT)'i.ng aboul their 'a.miUec. Oo.e IQ&.Q IIOId .. 
Duli •• I: "The cleprtvaUoa 0( my ~ -. '" 
from my lamlly. be"'« robbed 0( lime. \be .... 0( r 
money, .U ttw. I mi&ht adll Iearu W live wlth .,..t.thc. 
oomptaLDl. But .hat ( ca..oooc. oome &0 &t!nna with 11 , 
Id<. tha' my wile. a CanAdlao. &Dd myea-dlae-Ioo 
cluld=. may .... pect that I "&Y .. betrayed ..... _ 
try. -

In (K). Camp Petawa •• cJo.ed and the 110 ltalu 
ltill interned were aent CO • camp Dea" FI"fIderic:t. 
N.B. By /"'Bust. 1H5, &lIthe mea had beoa -.. 
1)<1( 3.MB 11aIi .... were.uuoo "parole", ~ 
,,"h the RCMP. 

Half a century lalee. I talians have IILOt torjfOttea. I 
fear, anger or bltterDeal 01 the roww1u~_ 'Jbe. Natb 
eoog ..... 01 llaiWI c..rwIi .... "anU recopltloo 
unjust trea~t during the Seoood Worid War &Ad 
apology from the 8'OYertUDeDL 

<la M.y 13 in the 11""", 01 Com_. UbenLI 1 
Sergio Marcbi uked Prime Mioi..st.eT Boan Mwror 
wh.t he W&5 prepared to do &bout rcdreu_ W:,., ... 
coney uid the pernment wou.)d be -iA.iUatia& Cl 

ve .... tJoni aDd tneetin&s with \be lUIl&n oommlllli, 
ID "_ver the .pproprtale apoict«y &Dd redreu .. 
that We caD put Uti, aha.me behiDd us ... la NowmJ 
the oong..,.. "ut be boid~ IU biaAaual ~ 
eoog...,.. p .... ldeat AAnarnano Cutrillr ..,. . 
,roup would like ID ha .. an _r by tIoea. 
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