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UNE 10, 1840, 15 & day many [talians in
Canads would like w forget. On that day
50 years agu being ltalian meant arrest
and internment for hundreds across the
N country
. It was the day Justice Minister Emest
Lapointe declared in the House of Com-
B mons: “An hunorabic member asked
: what the Minister of Justice was going (o do aboul the
*{talian poputation of Canada now that Haly had de-
lclared war ... The very minute thal news was re-
1 oeived that ltaly hud declared wac on Great Britain
1and France, he signed an order for the mternment of
| many hundreds of men whose pames were on the hist
:ol the Royal Cansdian Mounted Police as suspects |
s cannot give the House the number; 1 have been asked
-by the head of the mounted potice not to do this be-
. cause it might hamper his work ’

Across Canada, RCMP officers and civibian police
{ forces of major cities carded the homes of thousands of
“ltahans suspected of being fascists There were 150, -
f000 Itatans living tn Canada n 1340, The war had
- made the government highly sensitive (o the threat of
«enemy aliens. The Dominion Buresu of Stalistics esti-
" mated more thun 8,000 {tabans i Canady sttl owed
s allegiance 1o their mother country early 1n 1940 Ac
L cording 10 the bureau, these [talians were palental
-enemy aliens — f ltaly were w jon furces with Ger-
.many.

Eighty per cent of the 150,000 Italians resided in
Ontano and Quebec where the lurgest rads were con-
ducted. tn Moatreal, more than 300 men were

L arrested. The same thing happened to Close 10 300 men
“1n Toronto. They were arrested in their humes,
. streets, in restaurants and in bars

ttalians 1n many cities quickly became the target of
« rucist slurs and in some cases viokence. A headline in
: The Globe and Mail on June 11, 1940, read = 'Down
I With the Jackals,” Torunio Residents Cry As Windows

~ {talians’ Stores Are Smashed.”

Kay Pavia was 18 when the RCMP came to her
Jtiawa home to arcest her father, Joseph Costantint

“ft was June 10, | pm | wus home, my father was
at the bank. All of & sudden | hesrd 8 kinck < the
froat und back doors They went simulianeously to all

. the houses 80 no one could warn anyone. These big.

Jtall, burly guys came wn, real Gestapo types. They said
they wanted 1o search the house. | never even asked
* for a search warrant, | was 30 stupid. They cornered
me and asked where my father was.”

The RCMP search was thorough. They confiscated
all Mr. Costantini's documents — letlers, receipts,
bills.

: “They searched upstatrs, downstairs. We had this
closet in the kitchen and they looked in there and they
- saw these wires. They asked {f the wires were a direct
line to ltaly. U sad, "No, it's the front door bell.” They
said they dwdn’t believe me. | went with one of them
. and { rang the froat door bell "There you go," { said,”

Atabout ) p.m. her lather came home.

“They Wok him away and | caid, "Okay Pa, I'l see
“you later.’” I was crying, be was crying 4nd he said.
“*You take care of the kids. 'l see you 10 a couple of
~hours’ ~

Mz FRVIA Aia DOt see her tather
‘for nine moaths, He was taken to
" the Carleton County Gaol, detained
“for a tew days and then put on a
-train headed for Camp Petawawa

Gino Tiezzi, a worker at Ottawa
-Eleciric (now Ottawa Hydro), was

¢ also arrested June 10, 1940. He was

rejeased Feb. 17, 1941, On Aug. 21,
“1941, he was re-interned on the ba-
-8is of a letter with his signature
that stated he was part of the “Op-

ere Volontane Repressione Anti-

Fascisto™ (Nauonal Organization
‘for the Repression of Anti-Fas-

ism). Mr. Tiezzi's family suspects

15 name was forged by someone

who had a grudge against him,

1tabo Tiezzi was 6 at the ume of

the first arrest. Though June 1015 a
sad memory, his more vivid recol-
lecion is the day his father was

urested u second Lme.

“The second ime they came w
_get him, no one expected that. it
was u very sad moment. | remem-

ber | was in bed and | heard my
mother yell ‘AGAIN!" [ was just a
kid and 1 said if they ever come
back again I'm gouing (0 get the
broom and fut them. In facy, | went
downstairs to the shed and got the
broom. My mother was saying,
*Not now dear, you can’t swecp now."

Luigi Pennacchio, former research assistant at the
Multicultural Historicat Soctety of Ontano, says few of
the arTests were justified.

“When war came, the RCMP moved 1nto the com-
munities and arrested people they believed 16 be (asc-
ist leaders and fascist sympathizers They derived
this information from secret agents, peopie who were
quite willing 0 tel! on their neighbors. There were
certainty some members (of ltaitan commurities)
who were actual fascists. Others were fascists simply
out of expediency; they saw it as a means of facilitat-
ing their business interests, ™

Most of those intemed were men. but sume women
were also kept at the Kingston Penitentiary in Kings-
ton, Ont. Between June 20 and Sept. 19, 1940, RCMP
records indicate 13 women were interned.

The majority of ltalians were arrested under the
War Measures Act. Homes and properties were not
coafiscated bul some bank accounts were frozen.

In Toroato, italian-Canadian men were taken first
o the downtown Don Jail. About 300 were then shipped
off to the Automotive Building at the CNE grounds and
the Stantey Barracks. They joined the other lialian
men who had been sent down from Northemn Ontarnio
cities such s Timmins, Sault Ste. Mane, Fort William
and Port Arthur.
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were torn apart when those suspected of being fascists

50 years ago tomorrow, the lives of hundreds of Italian Canad|ans

were rounded up, interrogated and interned far from their homes

The
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freedom ende

Their stay at the jails varied (rom & few hours 1o &
few weeks. The men's fate lay in the hands of the
Interdepartmental Commitiee of the Departmeat of
National Defence. The committee had & list of names
and eviience of all the men who had been grrested.
Upon review of the infermation, the comumitive re-

leased the men “conditonally ™ — having to report
\vcekly or monthly at RCMP headquarters — or

“uncondivonally *. The majority were refeased condi-
uonaily.

The fucky ones, hike hotel owner et Antonio DiSippiu,
now 91, were released alier a few hours of interroga-
tion. He recalls that dunng the eight hours he spent at
the RCMP complex, six RCMP came in &t different
times and asked him the same questions.

Mr. DiSippiv was part owner with Mr. Costantini of
the Prescott Hotel in Ottawa. Mr. DiSippw. who was 8
naturalized citizen as well as a member of the Canadi-
an Legion (he had fought in the First World Wur), was
not interned, but his liquor licence was taken away

“My pariner was at the jath and me, what was [ w
da? 1 had no licence, the place was Clused. 1 tried Lo get
the licence back, but § couidn't because [ was ftalian. |
tried 10 rent the place, but when the guy went to get
the licence, he couldn’t get it. The government told
him as long as the property belonged to an [tatian,
there would be no hiquor licence.”
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community's lnk to the English-speaking woric
When be was arrested, his office was broken into an
all medical records of the Italians were confiscated

Camp Petawawa, about 160 kilometres up-nve
from Ottawa, was the oidest internment camp in Can
ada. {{ had been used to intern Ukrainians in the Fin
World war,

Mario Duliani, & well-known ltalian playwrigh
wrote La Ville Suns Femmes (The City Without Wod:
en), a tirst-hand account of huis 40 reonths tn intern
ment

Anlonino Mazza, a Toronio poet and traaslator, ¢
working on an English iranslation of the book. M1
Duliani writes that men from “every econOmic stry
tum, trom millicnaire 10 beggar ™ were mserned,

On arTivai, they were givon uniforms snd teetir-ow:
clothes were tuken away and stored, 0 be given bac
upon reicase. On a visit 10 Camp Petawawa in Marct
1941, an M. Mahoney with the Canadian Legathoun |
anmgmwrue-{c(wrwhhomctwm
{talian internoes,

“As regards clothing, cach internee oc prisoner ¢
war is issued with leather boots, gum boots, thre
pairs of socks, two suits of winter underwear, two suit
of summer underwear, one winler Cap, ONe summe
cap, and mackinaw overcoal, woollen mitry, wiate
coat and trousers and summer coal and trowsera, &
well as various mecessaries such as tarors, shavin
brushes, etc.”

They aiso received two extra-large shirts with re
circles on the back that could be used as targets by th
armed guards {f any of the internecs tried 10 secap«
Camp staff had roll calls several times & day. Th
armed guards on the Wwers and om the camp groun
patrulled the wire-feaced area

ln the early montha of intemment, the men had linl
to do. That quickly changed. Camp Petawawa wa
located withirf a targe bush area. Meo who were &bic
bodied were alsigned 0 working parties and seat |
kilometres outside the camp to cut down treea. Th
loas able-bodied men worked in the kitchen.

Mr. Dulian: was the hospital administratoc at Cam
Petawawa. He writes that masy of the men oftea pre
tended they were sick in order to get some days ¢
rest. DND records show that the men were 2
cents & day for mn eight-hour day, six duyl & wook
They workod in the bush, on roads and
ditches.

The Internations! Red Croas and the YMCA ser
donations of furniture, sooks, games and specislc
toods. Mr. Duliani writes that the Italian men piaye
poker, bridge, briscola and (re sette (italias car
games) as well as bocoe (lawn bowling).

in 1842, the YMCA aided in installing a radio wit
loud speakers and, while the prog';mmn; was oen
sored, Mr. Duliani writes the men crowd aroun
the radio to listen for pews of the war.

Famdies were also atlowed 1o send gifts. Ma Pavi
1ays she sent ber tather homemade [tatian sausage
and pasta. “We used 10 call the tnternmeat [
cotiege, 50 nobody would know what we were
about, “ she rocalls.

Almost anything that arrived in the camp for imter
Dees was . Ms Pavia remembers a scheen
ber father and some others at the “college ™ Came u
with t0 get tiquor without the camp staf! knowin
about it
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The men to be inlerned were sent to three camps
scatiered across Canada. St. Helen's near Montreal
and Kananuskis tn Alberia had about 260 men apiece.
Camp Petawawa, about 160 kilometres up-river from
Ottawa, had 632 as of October, 1940. Of that number,
208 were naturalized und 20 were Canadian-born itai-
ians. The rest were llalian nationals. Bight were med-
ical doctars, onie was & denuist and one was a lawyer,
About half were laburers. The rest were hotel and
restaurant owners, manulaclurers and olfice work-
ers.

Once intemed, the men could appeal for release o
the so-called ~appeals division ™ — the federal govern-
ment's advisory commitlee in the DND. {t tock seve-
ral weeks for the applications to be processed. If the
applications were accepied, the inlernees had o prove
their Innocence. For the llalians, this meant proving
they were not part of the Fascist Parny or the Dopo
Lavoro (After Work) recreational ciub. The Dopo Lav-
oro club recruited for the Fascist Panty.

Even if appealis were successlul, DND records show
the minister often did not accept the recommenda-
tions.

Many of the men sent Lo Pelawawa were an impor-
tant part of the ltalian community — men like Dr.,

Vittorio Sabetta, the only [(alian doctor in then isolat-
ed Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. Dr. Sabetta was the [talian

“These men all bved 0 ba
wine or brandy, but of course the
weren' allowed. They devised th
scheme where they asked the
wives w0 send them cherry po
serves fillod with brandy .~

But Ms Pavia says she sever ko
g0t, por did her father, avea !
until his death in 1951, that he w
being kept away trom his fami
q,unn his wilf,
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Duliani: “The deprivation of my tresdom, belug to
trom my family, being robbed of time, the loss of 1
money, all this | might still jearn to live with withc
complaint. But what [ cARnot come to terms with is
idea that my wife, a Canadian, and my Cansdise-bo
children, may suspect that [ have betrayed our cac
try.”

{n 1941, Camp Petawawa closed and the 160 [talu
still interned were sent to 4 camp oear Fredecict
:us By August, 1945, all the mea had been releas

t 3,868 ltalians were stll on
with the RCMP. TParole”, registec

Half a century later, [talians have not forgotten
fear, anger or bitterness of the roundups. The Nati
Coagress of [talian Canadians wants recognition
unjust treatment during the Second Wocld War and
apology from the government.

On May 23 in the House of Commons, Liberal }
Sergio Marchi asked Prime Minister Brian Mulra
what he was prepared 10 do sbout redress. Mr. M
roaey said the government woukd be “initiating o
versations and meetings with the {talian communt:
10 “coavey the appropriate apolagy and redress . .
mlwcunpulthhahamcdendu'lnNowmﬁ
the congress will be bolding its bianoual tmeeti
Congress president Annamarie Castrilh says -

group would like to bave an snswer by thea.
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