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present the Congress Party is concentrating
criticisni on the nature of the proposed Federa-
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by elected elements rather than by their own

o ) gl nominees, the belief being that nominated re-
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AGITATION IN THE STATES

I Thus the two main political bodies in India
1| are increasing their opposition to Federation

The political background to the neyiz situation % | for contrary reasons. The Con_gress Party s
differs radicaily from that which existed when l 7| seeking greater control at the Centre than js
Prov’ 1l autonomy was inaugurated in 1937, i| possible under the present policy, and the

The 1. Provinces of British| India are now
governed by Indian Ministers responsible to1
elected Legislatures, and thpse who legi politica
parties in the past, chiefly in antagonism to the
British bureaucracies, form the Governments In

3| Moslems, under the threat of 2 Hindu domina-
5 tion, aim at securing a more privileged position
‘v__; for themselves. These factors are further coms-
1| plicated by the widespread agitation which has

vast =~eas of the land. The interval betwcen ’ lately been raised in the Indian States, where
the i .guration of Provincial autonorgly uar;g 7| propagandists are urging.the Princes to establish
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the administrative machinery in_the Prm{l?-c;: ‘| between the Congress Party and the Moslem
naturally occupy a strong position in relati || League. While the Congress Party is not

to the Princes. That position will be similarly
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strong in relation to Federation, as at least eight officially “associated with the agitation in the

States, individual Congress leaders have openly
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of the 11 Provinces are in the hands of the | | declared their interest in securing responsible
Congress Party. : i | government there. In many of the S:ates
| | organizations of the people have been formed
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X o .. . | {'on the Congress model, and the leaders are
Broadly speaking all the political parties ”} | | using.the customary Congress tactics to secure
British India continue to oppose the fede.rZ} : | | their aims. The intervention of Congress
scheme. It is, however, true that Indian politi- i | leaders in States’ politics is obviously fostered

with a view to strengthening the party’s position
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Mahasabha (orth.odox Hindu organ o 1| a majority at the Centre by winning some sup-
raises its voice in favour of acce'ptmgg he - | port from the States it will great]_y strenglhpn
Federation and working it for what it may be ¢ Lits  position for the larger campaign that lies
| ahead in obtaining control over finance,

worth. But the Hindu Mahasabha is not a
political body in the ordinarily accepted sense,
and some  commentators maintain that its
acceptance of the federal plan is partly due to
the likelihood that Federation will enhance

Hindu prestige at the seat of the antr_al
avarnment  The two main political units in

_defence, and external affairs, ) ,
All the agitation in the States is not due to
outside agencies; the peoples themselves are
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