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in its awakened citizens. - German love for the
fatherland - is, however martially expressed, an
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UNDER STALIN i | gestive contrasts. A fuhdamental bne, of course, .
[ | is the standard.of living, which is rising in
' ¢ | Russia and falling, or at best stationary, in Ger-
. > | ' many. Another is a corollary to for.egomg
: ‘ remarks about propaganda. An Englishman
REPRESSI ON . . | probably sees, at the first glance, little difference
ERZERAS ) W ITH A_ ¥ | between a Comsomol reading the Pravda and a
- ' | Nazi student reading the Angriff, since he feels
DIFFERENCE ‘ equally sorry for two young men who both have
¢ { to do without a free Press. But the difference
" | is there. It lies in the fact that, whereas the
. | Comsomot, but for the Russian revolutian, would
' . " | probably not have been able to read at all, the
German student, but for the Nazi revolution,
[1.——THE IMPORTANCE OF 2 | would have been able to-read any newspaper
. 3 | he pleased.: It is broadly true to say that Stalin’s
BEING LUCKY » | dictatorship - has stimulated ~ intellectual and
- .y g artistic life in Russia, whereas Hitler’s has had
From_Our Special Correspondent y | the opposite effect in Germany. The average
Tt is @ strange world in which the Russians ( standard of German education and culture is
¢ but it undoubtedly suits most of them. stilf ’faf hlgh_er than the average_standard }11n
They are, as they have not forgiven M. André I Russia; but in the‘ latter country literature, the
Gide £ » S5 ) 8 . theatre, and the cinema, for all that their ex-
side for Pomtmg out, even less free, even more ponents must walk the ideological tightrope, are
rigidly controlled, than the Germans. -But they 1 | full of life and vigour.  In a Moscow bookshop
are also on the whole more unqualified in their 4r | you may find a deacth of new books, for every
enthusiasm for the régime under which they live. ot | Hirst edition is sold out on sight; but you will
There is 2 big difference between. the effect of 10 ?}? et gzsv’ %SOZI?: ;‘; glli?a;r;lg?;gg’f?;ﬁ "flg:éig[f
20 . . . 1 S
way;ars oﬁ Asqlapon and propaganda on a back t | languages and that no young authors of conse-
b tsem‘l- Sl?llc peoplf ar(ljd Efour years of the ,’” quence arerepresented on the shelves.
same treatment on a civilized European nation. - -
It isinot merely because the Ogpu has been m{ LIFE UNDER LUCK
longer and harder at work than the Gestapo us The statement that the Soviet régime is even
:}}:at you hear much less grumbling in Russia aiimore closely repressive than the Nazi régime
lh?gugglivl?izhlgogjig?;:oﬁbgy?sh:xpﬁggigaﬁda i | needs one ‘qualification. A Slav bureaucracy,
ssed, un- ue :
like its Nazi counterpart, breathes m%rc of hope ‘JIO OV, soulles§ B« fyranmcal on  paper,
than of hate. In spite of the complete absence Jo | must, alv\(ays i JDTEXSIEE .h‘ave & certam
of personal liberty there is a cocky, expansive, ?1‘” margin of softness .or elasticity. You have
sentimental exuberance 'behind the drab or. ' i ito  be lucky—very lucky nowadays—to
. : ; J Y v 4
tawdry‘semng of the Russian scene, Terri- benefit from this margin; but it is there, just
torial size has a lot to ‘do with it. <~ Glamour g:‘ as it would be under a Chinese or an Irish
fil:;l;;u};dsl the AFCHE regions (one and a half %n | dictatorship.  Inefliciency, absent-mindedness,
s dS Falrge as tﬂ? Indian Empire), where a5; | mepotism, corruption, or sheer good nature:
je X e o agjnnogler;es I(;ver_ thfa Norllh Polte. ':2/' these things are latent somewhere in the system.
s ussian’s - nafure to i | They are in the air in Russia; and that is one
¢ . automatically at the latest triumphs of 2 | reason why the Russians cannot take their rulers
industrial construction ; but few can withstand . M| quite s seriously as the Germans are obliged
b snd oL e e G ey 5 | e e
- va s controlie; : A very import fement i iet citi-
“(‘jc cause to which they belong.  The PH zens exi);t;,ncré irsal:tclf.(‘: Il’el hi;n\;grelds,ovt;re\tdfcz:]t;s
% Vgnturous type of young German, prevented : or disasters are for ever in the offing, governing
fy ‘*2??131 rﬁftrlct“([mts ffOTolfavell(lmg abroad M. 1 almost everything from the availability of
L will wistfu]]c Sagrr‘:itotrgfeel'mar N W”(li f‘ﬁie amu | goloshes to his execution for treason. He has
Russian, whom ({uty or pleasm"ggrrf;;ns‘ggd > the w - | adapted himself to this state of affairs, and there
: ) ; any= wu | is a fatalistic, semi-Oriental streak in his
\g:;e;let tifg;;rtshef%elesmkl I\gouma;]msf and the '(I;LK’ character which finds it natural and congenial.
Tragns-Bz;ikalia (;r >ti"l‘;rmznm1:gh:0zm°?s:5 OE u[l Both deliberately and involantarily the régime
unon the sledded tundra. is i it pos ¢ o | encourages this streak. The gigantic admini-
P undra, is in very different case. ser - | strative machine sets out to control every
E f “every activity of every one
MONGOLIA TO MOSCOW bor | PG subj it 5
A ; 101 | of ifs subjects. But it is not a very good
A coroliary to geographical spaciousness is aé(la( machine. Its impact on the citizen, arbitrary
ethnological diversity. The Russians, exempt vls | already in conception, is rendered doubly so in
from racial prejudice, have always * got on womn | practice by its errz}tic, working.  Uncertainty
well with the natives”; and the young Com- 3}Ith: germeatesrtgcel Rlussmn s life. bIFISh’ let us say,
munist feels a kind of vague pride in his more ; ni e};:orr_xes ﬁuhv eln ylurl:procpradel,.nor}e cgm say
exotic fellow-workers under the Red Flag. For ; anjo | WhY, 10 &1L s 0 mcally & wife devotes
A g ) ! pan| the whole of what is technically known as her
several days in March Moscow was wildly , g | leisure to the pursuit of this delicacy. She is
excited” by the arrival of half-a-dozen Buryat lg u| not surprised, she is hardly even annoyed, that
Mongolian girls. (incongruously but inevitably ] ‘;)a it should be temporarily impossible to buy fish.
accompanied by a “ political leader ), who had wy p| She stands in queues, she follows up rumours;
taken the unusual step of skiing to the capital sy | and when at last-she tracks down a shop which,
“from_ their homes. a distance of. some 3,000 "o | again for no discoverable reason,.is bursting
m}ill.e:sh ; al;ld behind the gushing superlatives with 1os mtthg;h she tastes a keen and compensatory
which this feat was hailed it was possible to . IS ; i
G . ¢ : ‘Wages are appallingly low. The average wage
‘5':,“55 so?lxlelill'unhg of the genuinely romantic exalt- 1doo| for the whole Union is about 230 roubles a
ation which the new Russian Empire arouses v ot month. Prices are correspondingly high. But

g -if there are all kinds of bonuses and privileges to

be won by the deserving from the State; and,

jifftfovert- and domestic sentiment, a ‘kind -of i- NS : articulz servi

i 5 nd -© i S though you may not be particularly deservin
brave" qostalgla; the correspondir’lg feeling in- : g Y Y P Y e
Russia is adveniurous and extrovert, a pioneer-
ing, look-what-we’ve-got-here ebullience.. ' Al '

‘A‘Ithoug.hv a comparison.of: the-Nazi and. the -,
Soviet régimes can be of only dcademic-interest;

it Js perhaps warth noting, two or three sug-





