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Repert of a discussion between Skancke and the Deans of Faculty.

On Friday September 25 1943% 8ll the Deans were summoned to a
meeting with Minister Skancke. Resides the Deans and Skancke there
vere present Hoel the Rector and uandersccretary Pedersen from the
Church and Education Department. The meeting lasted from 12.02 to
2 O) Do m :

Skancke began by emphasizing the disadvantages attaching to the

Cact that the reception of students in the faculties which have a
nugericeal limit (numer&uq cleusus) is only done on the basis of their
plkce in the matriculation exam (artlumukarakfor) [le maintaeined
that these disadvantages had a specially unflortunate effect in erxist-
ing conditions. He quoted the letter of June 12 1925 from the medi--
cal faculty to the University asuthorities, a letter which he con-
sidered confirmatory of ris own opinion.

Monrad-Krohn observed that no doubt Thn Jnedical chulty had on
that occasion stressed the disadvantages ettached to the place in the
matriculation exam as a basis for reception, but all the ssne the con-
clusion of the faculty was thgt it accepted the system in spite of its
deficiencies. :

o

Skancke. But anyhow the defects of tiis system have been pointed
out by the University, The rule now introduced has the object of
curing these defects so far as is at present possible. That is
required is to get in.now those who have gualificsetions for study,

“"the most talented students. Many considerations here suggest

building on something else besides the place in matriculation. One
is that school education is at present bed - not least becsuse of the
congestion of schools. Another is regard for the interests of out-

- side students (privatister).. A third considerntion is locality,

i.e. dlvigion of theg students according to districts of the country.
Students/from the northern districts have difficult conditions for
study - Added to these is the need to train people for the civil
service. The University must teke chorge of this service, and the
state had a claim to get able people. As things are at present, it
seems to be usuel for educated people to ssbotage state posts, "what-
ever the reason may be". Skancke had considered the idea of making
the students sign an undertaking to avply for state positions at the
end of their. studies, but he had ebendoned it.
¢

He stressed thet there woas no aim of a political nature in the
new rule. He himself considered thet in the long run o brd zervice
wes done to the party by forcing upon the University members of
Nasjonal Samling. He was definitely apainast anyvone gaining sadmission
to the University sinply through becoming o werbier of the Purty.
"The Rector hlll confirm that that is my attitude™. He hed hod o
hard job to get the organisations of the rarty to wdersiaend this
point of view. He hed hod a lot of trouble witl. it. The considera-
tions which were to weigh in the reception, heryond the pl ce in matri-
culation, would therefore apply ecually to o wemser of the NG ond a
non-memvber, "but there will be an idee of t:king into consideration
whether o man who is & member of the novement has becn impeded in

his work". In the letter from the foculties to the Depertment it is
said that "the University muct have security in regsrd to reguletions
on the same lines as previously." This mecns thet werely the vloice
in matriculation is to Le taken into acccunt. 7ut then there will
be nothing left for the faculty to control.. Cnn the whole, the
Department "cannot agree to this'. It is for the Department to draw
up the regulatione. The old repulation io repealed. The neow

rarulation will be a;plied to the PPLPhtlﬁn o students who are to
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Conscicnce 1o lways beiluag nul in the i”owcr'rou,lud.‘s“lac:h
Du,(m et be shle to ancwer as to whether he is willing
to continue . Tt ig of Jdecisive importance for the Uruv rolty,
and it oig of groat leportance to cach jnc’l’i.y'idual, "*’(,ior anything
donc about it", I .L.)&l to bhe iuformed whe ther conscicnce prompts
vou bto reslin ,‘,o ur offices. (To ltonrad-ir ohn)-=Whet will you do?

S Honrea d-Krohit. Loy 1oask whot dio weant by the hint ag to the
inmortance off Lhe mx‘t ter bto every individuol?

e . The legol provisions wh ich we have will be used to their
extent, but then the matter will have potb into other hands.

Mmr"ui»m’ oIl My answer will entircly depend on how the
declinrations (of the jinigter and the keetor) arc worked into

the “‘é ﬂ LA Ol 1f they arc worke d into-an amended regulotion
in o0 sotistactory moaner, and the Undversity eon work undisturbed,
I thing (_.11@(, both I and th(:.; majority will contlnue our work.

KNNeKE o Who 1o poing to digturb yout The e new students?

‘\11 VoW T oohnall not disturb you.

T wioh to say nothing as Lo that, until I see how

1ile

T wiph to hear the attitonde ddontcd by the inalviduinls

Why Bave we beca Sumloncd as Jeans?

You apre ac 'ti‘mf } sre solely as o Profcocor.  Jhat will
m'it,'t 1tude of srofecossor ]‘.mnra d-rohn?

onrn el O e T can say no morc. Only aftor the regulation is
;11 d. wn.d. the deols Wﬁu one of the dnistcr and the Rector
incorporated, can L oadoptan ottitude as to what T will doe.

Sueh an cvasive answer wildl be reparcdcd nooo threat
Tao el on o btitude will hove conscavenccs for the
University and the student;z, anu for you yourscives, gentlemcri.
Yonr khiow bhe new Lowae it will be your attitude, Profegsor

<

Solbergy

P T eannot ncceot the regnlation in its procent Torn.

TG obscurely deofted und o ontoing CV (‘py’l,hulg, and nothing.  2ut
the interpretati 'f\;hf- Mindober o the kector arce incor-
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rosulte : L wx;‘:u‘?’ vicw to the Rectlor. I can
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Shol wilil be yvour ottitode, proveosor Tvar Krohng

UL Tweve an o adcd regulotion with
ton of buo inisteor and Uho

, e re 1o o psurcly oo question of a
A oy 1@‘:u:x_:'l_'€;;‘~,’ hanoondld noword covout strlilng.
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ot arice until -~ (is intcrrupted).

VD will Lo your abtitude, reolcssor Magnus Olscn?
aar The wuestion ol strilke or ao sirilke wust not be
disoen 1OV e Phe concluding passoge in the latter ©rom the
Tacul
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Mognus Olsen. The word "procedure" does not merel 2
. mean the -

place 1n matriculation. * The whole final sentence %ust be seen

in its aontext,_ the last section must not be severed from the

first. In the first section is stressed the necessity for

security. : f '

Skancke. . So then you are going for a strike. What is Professor

Mowinckel's attitude? |
ol :

. Mowinckel. I. have regarded the final pasgsage as expressing a
simple trulsm. It is a statcment of the obvious fact that it may
be adsumed that the Department has no interest in compelling a man
to’ remain in his office 1f he gets into practical and conscientious’
conflict with it. Here in Norway it has always been not merely a
right but also a duty for an official who is no longer in agree-
ment with his officlal "‘duty to apply for discharge. It has for
example always been regarded as wrong congduct here in Norway for
a clergyman to stick to his position when he has reached disagree-
ment with the doctrines of his church, cither on grounds of faith
or moralse.: ' _

Monrad~Krohn, - The word "strike'" has not been used by us here. I
must protest against an answer being put into . our mouths which I
have not given. The word "strike'" has been introduced by the
Minister, not by us ‘None of us have threatened to strike, and
we will not be mandﬁgvred into a strike situvation at which we have
not aimed. But today we have been exposed to threats.

8kancke., I call this a strike. It will be regarded as a strike
by "the others" (? the Germans?).

Monrad-Krohn, An authentic interpretation of the contents of

the letter ought to be given by the committee which drafted it. .

I can only interpret 1t according to my personal understanding of .
. it at the time I voted for it.

Skancke . I need not use the word "strike". I can use_the'word:
Tgabotage". _What 1s your attitude, Professor Frisch?

Frische Pirst, with regard to "strike" or '"sabotage", Those
who at the moment have’ the power in their hands can of course
interpret these expressions entirecly as they please and act
accordingly. < They are¢in a position to treat those present as they
like. We must take the consequences of it, and answer in
‘accordance with our consclenccs. We have been summoned to this
meeting in our capacity as deans, bubt we are now faced with a
demand to answer what we mean to do as indivliduals. It is
rather a curious methiod of procedure, but all the same I will
angwer for myself. The important side of the casec to me is not
the detailed provisions of the regulation. I can quite imagine
the possibility of a regulation prescribing that weipght should
be attached to other things besides a certain number of marks in
matriculation. But I attach importance to the point that all
such considerations must be exnrcssed in the rule, and in such a
way that personal caprice 1s ag.far, as possible’eliminated. The
selectlion must be made as far as possible according to fixed rules.
I think there are great possibilities of adapting an elastic
formula which has regard in all cases to all the points which
have arisen in this discussion. We must not shrink from making
~.the regulation rather comprehensive. There are such great
advantages 1n eliminating subjective caprice so far as possible,
and we must use all our efforts to achieve this. I should hold
this view regardless of who is to undertake the selection. ILven
1f they vave us Rector Seln back. T wanld nratact ac~cdad 2o




an analogy from the economic sphere. In-idustrlal ;1fe,'I am
willing to approve regulating provisions, but I.con31der it
Laportant that that these should ts far as possible be nreparations
of the construction of the machintry,, not surveillance of ‘the
CNZLNCET So an alteration in the rules for admission (of
students) can well be imagined, a fixed nabsr of merks in
matriculation is therefore not a auestion of conocloener Lo e -
and presumably not to my colleagues. aut the winole of Lhic coae
must be looked at in the light of the way it hug been vonuuelced,
we have seen how the Department hos attewpled to introducs
politival considerations, and ue sec todoy how the Deans are
exnosed to cross-examination in which it i1s attempted to impute
o us intentions which we hiave not got. This is a method.of
proccdure which is not that of a civilised legal community.

A1l this wmakes me see that the Univ: rsity ns a seicentific ]
institution 1s in danger. ind so the casc becomes a question of
conscicnece. What was the foundation of my life's work iu thken
away, wnid thus I connot avoid drawing the conclusion, rcgardless
of what results this may have for me personally.

Skancke . emphasized the difficulties of 1nyingddown all the:
considerations which should be taken, in the form of a regulatione.

Frigsch., My experience from work on similar que stions in the
gphere of statistics is that one can often get much further than
nt first sight seems possible. ' )

HMowinckel, It appears from the letter of the faculties and from

This discusoion that we have no objection in principle to the

drafting of a new regulation on admissions, and for my part i

gsee no objection to taking into consideration also such matters

as outside students. But the asswnption must be that these things

can be incorporated in the rule itself, so that chance and

sub jective choice are as far as possible eliminated. It must

be possible to find a formula safeguarding the different con-
_siderations mentloned by Frisch + s + » & (At thls point, says

the report, a lengthy and to some ‘extent discursive debate

took place between the Deans on one side and Minister Skancke on

the other). '

akxancke maintaincd, inter alia, that “the Univcrsity now intends -
tTo undulge inmpolitics just 1like tl¢ Yhurch, which hag ncver done
anything clse. »HKven the Pope hng begun now . ond further that
"you want to drive me into a corner'. LT the students, who ore
anccepted and are to begin e.g. in the chemicnl Inboratorics in
“Tanuary 1944 do. not get any tenchers becaune these resign, ond

if we get mnother man he will perhans be stopped, then this is a
strdlke. It is for the Departument to decilde tho rule. “hy do
you come and demand 'sccurity'" from the Department? ’

Frisch. Because we have cxpcrience of eacroachment.

Skancke. What (encroachment)?

Frisch, The conflict with the medical faculty.

sGlkancke If you want security, I must nlso have security on my
side tooe. T must know if I can count on the University teachers
in Januarye. The Department has decided that the new regulntion
is to be put in force nowv, That ig a fact which must be rceckoned
withe (in reply 4o a' gquestion, wkancke however decelared that it

was his wish that work at the University should go on peacefully
and smoothly). :

Monrad-Krohn. we have Tound it difficult to appreciate that,
during this discussione.

Skancke. T will wash my hands of sll responsibility for "what
will happen' 1if the University is upset. 'ihen you lcave this
conference, you will have the full rceponsibllity”.
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