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The Right Hon, Neville Chamberlain, M. Corbin,

M. P, Prime Minister,

The Right Hon, Viscount Halifax,:
Secretary of State for Foreign

Ambassadeur de Prance
4
e Londregs,

Affairs, M. Coulondre,

- The Right Hon, Winston §,Churchill,

M.P., First Lord of the Admiralty.

Ambassadeur de France.

Général Mittelhauser,

" The Right Hon, Cliver Stanley, M.P.,

secretary of State for War,

Anclon Commandant d'Armée.

. The Right Hon., Sdr Samucl Hoare. ., Geénéral Lelong,

.

Bt., M.P., Secrctary of Sionte
for air.
t
The Hom. 8ir Alexender Oadogen,
Permanent Under-Secretary of
State, Foreign Office.

_Air CThief Morshal Sir Cyril L.N,

Wewall, Chief of the Air Stafr.

admiral of the Fleet Sir Dudley

Pound, First Sca Lord and
Chicf of Neaval Staff.

general Sir Edmund Ironside,
Chief of the Imperial General
steff.

‘

SLECRETARIAT:

Sir BEdward Bridges.
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Captain Berkeley,
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THE PRIME MINISTER extended a warm welcome

to the French Represenitatives.

M. GORBIN sald that he had received news
from M. Reynaud the previous evening that M. Coulondre
and General Mittelhauser were proceeding to Stockholm
on a Mission %o the Swedish Govermment. The Miésion
had been instructed to consult wiﬁh His Majesty's
Government on their wey to $tockholm.

M. COULONDRE said that some 36 hours
previously M. Reynaud had secen *he Swedish Mimister in
Paris and had warncd him of the possible implications
for Sweden of the latest d@veiopmenﬁs in Norway. They
might constitute the gravest thr@at"ts Sweden’s
independencao. M. Reynaud had %old the Swedish Miﬁister
that the French Government were prepared‘at once and
unres@rved1§ to extend to Sweden an assurance of
Ffench gupport, in the event of Sweden's independence
being thraatenedo

Me Coulondre said that the message which

Gensral Nittelhauber and he wwrc charged to convey to

“the oWCdiSn Prime Ninis%er was to the same sffect asg

M. Reynaud's statement to the Swedish Minister in Paris.
The situation réquired_ﬁhat the Swedish Government
should mak@‘their military dispositions witheousn delay;
hen@e\the urgent need for the French declarstion %o

be in the\ﬁands of the Swedish Prime Minister at the

aarlicst possible moment.



R s o

points, cspeei uily the ey nosis

It was also an instruction toc the Mission to

say to the Swedish Government that, in the view of the

&
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French Govermment, the mines at Galivare

[
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constlituted the main temptation to Germany. They were
indeed vital to Germany fow her prosecuticon of ﬁhe War,
It wag ﬁd be apprehended that as soon as the thew sat
in Germany would send an expedition to Tules Tf that
expedltion were to make iuQOAJImaster of the Galivare
ore deposits, the hopes of Sweden regaining control of

those deposits, 1

=

any {oresceable future,would be slight,

<O

Germany would go @nall iengths to retailn & permanent

lien con Galivare, PFor this reascn the @alivare
situation was of vithal fmportance o Sweden herself as
rmich an 4o tho Albies,

Moo Coulondre went on to say that he had besen
ingtructed to offer a firm assurénce to the Swedish
G@Vérhmemﬁ on behalf ef the French Government %hat their
country’s neutrality would be regpected, The Miesion
would then say that on the assumption that the Swedes

invi%@a the Indted Ki om and France tc go to their

assistance, some time rust necessarily elapse before the

g S @ \‘ N . .'w o o a . 2 o gy T
Tactusl srrival of any British or French troops,  In

the meantime the Swedish Goveranment themselves woutd

have. to hold the position: insctivity on their part might

be fatal, since a German attempt was to be anvicipated

Ag soon as the thaw came in the Gulf of Bothnia., Sweden

ought at once to set on foot all necessary military

preparations including the manning of all her strateglc

f~;~

e o R0 T, in
tonBin the North.
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tlons dur ing their

His Majesty's
to Stockholm was

it should exXpress

M. Reynaud hoped

Fhat the British Wer Cebinet would think £1t to add
British representatives to the Mission, so that 1Y ‘
could eonﬁinue its Journey to Stockholm as an
Inter-Allled body.
M. Reynmaud hed alsc said that he was f
alive to the lmportance of Frenca participat on in
the operation which the British Government were now
underteking in Norway « The French wonld play thelr 2
part fully, and their thLdLﬁlOndPy Force would be ;
ready to starit on the @ellowing day. ' ‘;ﬁ
MR. CHAMBIRLAIN said that Mt washardly t
necessary Lo emphesise that the British Government
Pully appreciated the importeance of giving Sweden ’ '
nesurances sufficient to stiffen her attitude and té 4}

help  her preserve

Government had been wis

her

independence.

a in selecting

”aﬂpékngu.:ied z@pieaezoghldem to make this clear to
Sweden personall

12 ﬁﬁwht e useful, however, Lo consider
the present situation in Norwey and Sweden, and o i
oXamine how 1t was likely 1o deve&@pa The firss }»
%wediaﬂwﬁeééﬁiom to Allled sssurances would dcublless

istance would

te Lo ask what form the proffered sgs
telce, i Bweden took, on the strongth of those
assUrances, eome action which precipitated o German
atliack wpon her. M, Coulondrs had expressed nis W
@mﬁvi@%imn thet Germany would send an expedition to | &
Tulen 59 soon as bhe Gulf of Bothnla became navi Lgable.

- B
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That, however, would not happen for enocther month.

T4 seemed to him (Mr. Chemberlain) that the Germans
weps more Likely before then to demend Irom Sweden

#he Pree use of her rallways, which also provided
secess o the North; such o demand would be even
morae iikely if the Germans had reason Lo suppese that
the Allies were intending to secure the crefislds,
Returning o the question of possible
511led assistance to Sweden, he polnted ocul that,
ander the orlglnael plon, @ cofisiderable Torce was L0
be despabened to.sssial the Swedes Iin helding a Lline
o in the South of ihe country, this force bhelng landed
: in Worwey ab Bergen ond Trou&nawm@ E@ wag not true .
that these two ports had now been recapbured from the
Gormans. For the present, therefore, tnat plan could
not be pub dnto force. Nopr was there any immediste
nrospect of @ change 1 this prespect, since all the
atfarta of the British {orce were mnow being concentra-
| ted on the recephupe of Narvik, and it could not o€
| peid how long this would take, There was no doubt,
| "deQv@Pi that 1f the Swedilsh Government gouid e
1 induced to a@na,aﬂreﬂm overlsnd to assist the Allles
at Narvik, then that port might be recaptured very
much sooner, and sn expedltlonary rorce could be send

A o

~hhrough &a ik 4inbo BSweden st an cariler Gald.

? ‘ 5t the time when the Allied plen for

; assishoncs to Find L and hed been under conslderatloh,

i
i
}
i
i

we had had informatlon +hat Sweden had eonaiderabvle

F N oy 3, r
fﬁﬁmﬁﬁ 1n the extreme north 0 the ceuru%v If that
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LT the 8wedish Government, therefore, feared an earlty
Germen move towards the North of the country, they

could not do better than decide at sny rate to defend
the Galivare area. At the worst, a Swedish force placed
there could destroy the mincs and hence cut off Germany's

supply permanently.

thrent of ¢

B

themselves would

Gernanys

Hi
destruction of

exercise

8 own view was

the mines by the Swedes

0

<A

restraining influence on.

‘The British Govefmiacnt wers rciluectant to give

Sweden detinite nssurences of rapid and comnsiderable
assistance, because.they could not sce clearly how

W'lﬂ}' nogiats eyt i v Py e "o mrivreon Fmeoawo
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they felt that Sweden washat the mome in a fairly
strong p‘&iu&@ﬁo Germany wantcd the iron ore supplics;
sho did not want to plek a guarrel with Sweden. He

coneluded, thereforc, that the most uscful purposc
worntld be-gerved 1P the Swedish Government could. be
convince& that their duty was, first, to resist a Corman
umoac% when 14 came, and secondly, if thot atiack scomed
likely ﬁO/EUCCCb&; ﬁo\dﬁgtrmy the diron ore mincs, which

A
wers Ggermany’s rcal obl

He wrged that

Swedlsh Government,

could see thelr wa

%

e ﬁ" ”‘V

nre but alsoe to degpat

o

the Allics to recapturc

expelling Germany from

facilitated, to the adv
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the further suggestion that if
oy e e o S o ) a4 ’
¥ not only to proteet the Golivarc

Narvik, thcn the process of
Scandinavia would bLe greatly

oy el ~
antage not only of

the Allics
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M. COULONDRE soaid that it would be
convenient if at this stoge he developed in more detaill
the objeetsof his Mission. His cxposition would show
that the British and Fronch views werce in close accords.

The message which General Mittelhauser and
e had been charged to convcy to the Swedish Prime
Minister was a solomn declaration that Francc would go
to Sweden's aid-if she were ottacked by Germany. There
was no question of French assistonce, 1T no Gemnan
gthack moterialised. It was indecd part.of th
instructions to make it clear to the Swedes that France
intonded to respect Sweden's mnutru]¢ty@ In those
circumsiances, the Swedish Govermment were unlikely to

come Torward with the objceticn that their accceptance

P

~

of the French guarantce would dtseld sreovoke
aggre‘ sion by Geraany.
The Missilon would dxpnl with the Qituation in
a Tronk and realistic manncr. IFf 3% was clcar that
the Britdish and French assistance could not rcach
Swedecm by way 5f Norway, or gould in any casc not
reoach Swedon fdf some.COHSi&crahlé‘timeg the only
proper coursc was to makce this clcar to the Swedish
Governments Itvwoﬁid,b@ all the more nccessary, 1L no
date could bé given for the arrival ofl our rorces in.
SWuduny to uege wpon the anucb the imperative need of .
mutbing Hmmwic o p08$t$oms into a state of immediate
rendiness.
. We ough ﬁo give the Swedlsin Government any
other relevant information, for exanple - we should

tell them the size of the Anglo-Frenci forces to be

© . gent to Norway, and the date when thoy would roach
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* +that country as soon a8 we had this information. It
wns presumably the intention that some part of the
Anglo-¥French forces would proceed to Sweden after
operating in Norway.

Tn, all probability the attitude of the

Swedieh Government To any immediate démerche from
germany { such as the posegible demand for control

2 of the Swedish railways, of which Mr. Choamberlaln
had spoken) would be mainly dctermined by the stfength
of the British and French military position in the

seandinavian Peninsulo, end the extent to which we

o

[

could demenstrate to the Swedes that wedad a plan of
operation wilch offered @ good prospect of success.
Mo CHAMBERLAIN thought that it would be o
d&mg@ro&a mlstake to underrate the strength of the
position which the Germons had aircady. puilt up for
themselves in Norwaye.. There could be 1ittle doubt
thot they would shortly be im o position (i
they were not already’ o send reinforcements by
- pail snd by aldr from Oslo to their outposts in
Stavanger, pergen and Trondhiem. To dislodge them
from,theaé\powts would, therefore, not be an easy
motter, and it wouwld e rash to say that on a given
dote o Fforee of o definite size woul arriva‘to
nssist Bweden. He askcd My, Gﬁurchill to glve the

Y

French Mission some informatlion on our stategic

pilons for Norway.
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% ' MR. CHURCHILL said that it had been agreed with
4

| the French Government that the first task was to

1

: recapture Narvike. The first troops of this expeﬂition

would leave the ncxt day in order to estoblish a base to

which Turther reinforccments could be sent. He hoped

| that 1t might be pOuolble‘tO recapture Narvik within one

or two weeks, and until this had been accomplished no ;! 7’
serious operations could be undertaken against Bergen ;

or Trondhjem. In the meantime, we werc attacking German
warships and supply ships by sca and air. It was
practically impossiblc to put submarines inte -the Baltic
| now that the Germons held the Danish coast. A most
important point was that, if possible, the Swedes |

should be persuaded to interrupt\the land communications

by which the Germans could reinforce Bergen and Trondhjem,

Gince without theuse ports we could not establish direct

communication with Southorn Sweden.

He thought, therefore, that we could hold out

n reasonable prospect of opening communications with

Northern Swedem wvia Narvik in a fairly short time, but
~he would deprecate any promise‘of’assistance on o large

scale. We could, in fact, only tell the Swedes that if

they fought Bn our side they would share with usin the
finai\victorya There was ceven some danger of giving any
guorantecs thaot might make us responsible for feeding
the population of the whole Scandinavian Peninsula.
Further we - should not tell Sweden that we would respect
‘her “neutrality®. We would certainly respect her
territorial independence, but we must be free to take

certain action at Lulea, and that would not be consistent

with a strict pespect for Swedish neutrality.
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wished to suggest that we should teli the Bwedes

exactly when help would reach thera, but that we

should tell them when our Forces for action against

the Norweglan Ports would be salling and so forth

e e

8o a8 to show that the Allies meant business. We
should not, of course, glve sny definite indication
where they were intending to land. The French fully
agreed that the plan for asction at Narvik, as a first

step, was rights The early recapture of this Port

would show not only that we had & footing in Norway,
but that we had established @ junction with the
Norweglian- Forces.
The chief object\of the i/ .wsion was a moral
one, to encourage the Swedes, to remove their feeling
| v : of isclation snd to countreact the mofal factors which ;
| might make them dlsinclined to reslet German
i' aggression. We should tell them that, as Germany — \
; had declded to extend the Wear to Scandinavia, the
| Allies were resolved tc puwrsue the struggle there to
the utmostn_ To convince the Swedes of this would be
| ghe best way of ensuring that they did everything
; posé;ble to defend thelr country.
;‘ ‘ ‘ \ . The French fepresentatives had taken due
| note of Mp. Churchill's comments on the question of
_— neutrality and would certalnly enter into no
| coﬁmitments which would restrict the future liberty of
action of the Allies in Allied interests which, after
! all, were 8wedish Interests also. :
The success of the Mlssion would depend in

a high degree on the extent to which it represented the

comnon views of France and Britain, and the French

Government therefore hoped that the British-Government

|
j
i
|
i
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join the Mission, A joint Mission was the best
means of conviacing the Swedish Government of Alliled
strength and unity of purpose.

M. COULONDRE said that the recent seizure

of Norwegian Ports by the Germans inade it urgent

that the Bwedes should‘make immediate preparations,
particularly in North Sweden; otherwise the Ge¢rmans
might achieve a surprise landing at Lulea In the ;

same way as they had at the Atlantic Ports, - That
!

would render the further plans of the Allies with
| ' regard to Lulea most difficult to carry through.
MR, CHAMPBRLAIN sald he felt sure that
M, Corbin realised that our first consideration wes
to act in unity with the French, and to maintainthe
fullest understanding with them. He had made the
ﬁoints to whicli he had referred only for the purpose
of clarilying the position, so that the object of - e
lthe Mission should be clearly understood by both .
parties, and thot there should be complete agreement
as to what should be said to the Swedes.
'~ It must be remembered that at any moment
& greaﬁ\qffensive might start in the West, possibly

through' Holland. Consequently, it wes undesirable

to disperse our forces more then was necessary. If

e+ the Allies were to urge Sweden to declare war on
Gefman& now, on the basis that the Allies would come
immedistely to her ald, we might thus be committed
to operation on a considerable scale. Fraom what
had alfeady been sald, it was clear thet trodps
could not at present be sent Lo Sweden except
possibly through Narvik, and thie might not be

possible for some time yet. Trondhjem and Bergén

I W
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were no longer avallable as the ports of entry which
had been envisaged in the original plan for helping
Finland,
’ There was no doubt that the Swedes' chief fear
l would be air attack from Germany, In discussing the
help which could be given to them they would undoubtedly
aak what the Allies could do to assist them to meet this
dangcro M. Reynaud.had made 1t clear at the last
meeting of the'Su;mem@ War Council that France was not
i ‘ in a position to help with alr forces. Hence Sweden

would have to rely excluslvely on such air aid as

could bhe provided by the United Xingdom, It must be

clear that the Uniited Xingdom could not give any air help
without weakening the alr forces which might be urgently
required in the event of an attack in thc est, Again, if our
! - -proposal to Sweden was that in consequence of German

air attack upon_that country, we would be prepared to
bonmb Germany, the whole question of opering up total
air wap would arise, Up till now the Allles had agreed that
i% was qnot in our interest to start total alr war,
o '~ "1t seemed, therefore, that it was not adviseble
“to urge the Swedss %o approve a policy which might

provoke Germany into action; a policy which would

result in‘the\Allies having to send forces to sweden's

: aid and might also, incidentally, lead later o the
~immenﬂe prdblem of feeding Norway and Sweden from outside
souééeé; " 1t was to be borne in mind that the present
main source of food for those countries lay in the south,
in the areas which présumably would be first occupled

by the Germans,
\ e A
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In his opinion, vhorefore, it was not
! necessary for Sweden to go to war with Germany,

f pro?i&ed that Germany did not g2in access to the ore

f fields, As a practical measure the Swedes should

| be urged to maintain their neutrality so long as

! i the Germans did not~ﬁake steps to reach the ore

? supplies, 1In that event, however, the Bwedes should
immediately resist, and the Allies would give them

| all the asistance rossible under the circumstances,

1 The Allied object would be achieved if Sweden either

g protected, or destroyed, the ore fields. That must

! be fully appreciated by Germany, who consequently would

be very cautious in what éhe did yis-a-vis Sweden,

If "the general ideas which he had outlined
| were agreed to by the French, hé would gladly |
5 ' support the object of the Mission and appoint British
| | Representatives to accomp@ny it,

Finally, he added that of course if ﬁhe
! Swodes themselves were ready to fight without definite

assurances from the Allies, then naturally they
~ghould not,be discouraged; but, in general, the
Allieé should not commit themselves to assistance
which could not in any caée be sent for some tiue,
in order to inveigle Sweden into hostilities with
Germany,

'~ .. M, CORBIN thought that everything

\ .
Mr, Chamberlain had said was completely in the spirit

of the Frenoh Government's policy in this matter,

|

|

|

|

g ,

i The whole guestion was to maintain a proper

; balance between two extreme courses of action, There
| .

|

s | Do
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hed becen a suggestion that the Swodes should be urged
to abilde by thelr neutrality as long as possible,
but that +this should be combined with a demarche
stating that help would be fortheoming 1f Sweden

were attacked, so that they would be induced +to

resisﬁ‘should such an event occur, At the same
time the Swedeé should now be urged to take all
possible precautions to maintain the security of
their ore fields, That seeﬁod to him to be the
agreed general purpose of the Mission., He was
glad to learm that British Representatives would
Join the Mission, |
MR, CHAMBERLAIN said he understood that tne
best time for the Mission to leave would be that
evening, It was his intention to send a British
Admiral and General with the Mission, The British
- Alr Attache in Stockholm would be instructed to
Join the Mission on its arrival in Sweden, The time
! avallable before the departure of the Mission would |
‘ensble the British to formulate the instructions
: " to be' given to their representatives,
; - M. COULONDRE mentioned th2t the latest
information at his diposal indicated that it would
! be necossary for the Mission to lcave thgt night
! . from the North of Séotlandﬁ By this means they
,, n\Mﬁould he able to cross the sea during the night and
avoid ahy unfortunate encounters and they would

also be in time to avoid a depression which was

!

! : .

i . ) now moving Southwards towards Scandinavia,
I

1

i .
-
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MR, CHANMBERIAIN said that the Chief of the

Alr Staff would arrange for the details of the time -
and place of departmreto be fcttled with the

French Starf,

M. CORBIN agreced to this,
It was also agrecd that Lord Halifax

should be responsible for drafting instructions to
the Joint Misslon, the ferms of which Would be
agreed with M, Corbin in the course of the morning,

The Mzeting then adjournod,

S
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