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f-"· Movement~ of His Majesty's Minister in Norway since 
:(.' «l&islrj! 1. ')117/4066/30 the German lnva s 1 on. 
Ilk,:VIIJllbtv' )1, ...., Trnnsml ts a record of' his move men ts and 
r fROM 811' C. Dormal' experiences during the eleven or twelve days since 
ii,:, {in Norway) the German occupation of 0010. 
~i:,' These e:q>erienc0s are to some extent the 
:i,;.Vo. ., experiences also of the King of Norway and of the 
!. Norwegian Government. 
ii, D!I1lil 21st Apr. p1940. Colonel K1ng-Sal tOl', Military Attacue, ls 

Rf..uivrJ' t7t A forwarding direct to the War Office reports on the 
i" /legistry f h ""i~4b. Norwegian Army. 
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N : Norway.' 
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Movemcnte of His Majcsty'o Miniotcr in Norway since 

"the German invasion. 
Transmits B record or his movements and 

experiences during the eleven or twelve days since 
the German occupation of 0010. 

These experiences are to some extent the 
oxperiences also of the King of Norway and of the 
Norwegian Government. 

Colonel King-Salter, Military Attac"~ is 
forwarding direct to the War Office reports on the 
Norwegian Army. 

.. /. __ ~~ __ -----------------T--------~---------------------------------------------, Last Puper. 
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/-:- I Be po 1'1':. on the exodus of the Staff at His Majesty' Q 

,; RlfU/,y \M F.' fioh.1066/30 Legation from Oslo • 
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lli.!..nQJ:U..!L..the exodus of the Staff at His Ma.1esty t § 

R(~j'II'Y}N 5150/4066/30 Legat10n from Oslo. 
j","n~cr 

ntOM ~.u:~ennCU': ' 
~t\I.1_to Ml',Coll1er 

4"(1, 

D,lti 22nd April 1940 

II{r~jv(~ } 29th April 
i_ ]ltClSlry 1940 

N : Norway 

Reforoncos. 

--(Action 
omplotcd.) 
.p' 

Transmits memorandum giving details of' the journey 
made 'from Oslo to Aandalsnes by a number of' the staf'f' 
who had been leI't behind owing to the lack of' transpor 
AslcB I'or help 6S he has only one assistant. Local 
telephonic communication is completely cut oft, though 
cownunication~ with the p.e.o. are working. 
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lli.!.n9gUlL..the eXQ.£U8 .o,f_.J.he Staff at .His Ma,1 e s t l i s 
Plgil(rY}N 5150/4066/30 Legation from Oslo.e 
jl'rrmber 

fROM ~t..1:L--Ken!l.~ . 
1!.Q£.!§.U_t,o~1h·.1 qo 111 e ~ 

;\'11. 

Dp,/d 2211 1j April 1940 

Iltt.tjlf(~ } 29th April 
ill Rfgls1ry 1940 

N : Norway 
~ ___ • k •• 

...... 
Reforoncos. 
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Transmits memorandum giving details of the journey 
made 'from Oslo to Aandalsnes by a number of the staff 
who had been left behind owing to the lack of transport 
AsIes for help as he has only one assistant. Local 
telephonic communication 1s completely cut off, though 
comnunlcatlon, with the P.G.O. are working. . 
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Dear G~meral, 

.:'. 
, i 

d 

Spillum{ 
25~4 
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Flemine will deliver this to you nnd can nnswp.r 
all questions as to happenings and conditions here. As you 
will have gathered from my reports, the nir situation has been 
our great difficulty - with nothing to oppose their ~ir force 
the hun has flattened nnd burnt out Namsos completely nnd a 
few hours of bombardment made it look like Ypr(~s after some 
months of shelling. 

As to the German attack~ it was poor, but good enough 
to scatter the young Territorials. The gnns from the destroyers 
started them off and as soon as they were off the road, they 
fell into deep snow and the ski troops nttacl~ed and had them 
cold: but as far as I can ascertain their casualties are not 
heavy - their morale however is very shaken. 1 am putting 
the two battalions who suffered, in the back area where there 
is a lot of fatigue work to be don~e I am leaving the other 
British Battalion in front and have the French behind them. 

The latter are fine troops, but Audet a rabbit if enp-my 
planes are about: however I get on very well with him, I am 
happy to say. I did not try and push him on too soon, much as 
I wanted to, as I felt it might have bad results. He is now 
feeding out of my hand, whatever he may be saying b)hind my 
back. 

The Norwegians are absolutely hopeless, they promise 
anything you likem but thert~ the matter ends: however if we 
gain supremacy in the air, they are certa.in to improve. 
There are no Germans near us at present and patrols sent out 
well to the front have failed to connect.· I a.m withdrawing 
my advance Battalion as it is very much in the air: I must 
say I am doing it reluctantly but I think it is sounder as 
you wish us to remain on the defensive for the presdnt~ 

As to Mosjen, with the very limited Staff I have at 
present, I cannot have it reconnoitred. Could not the Navy 
do this forus1 and if suitable it would be useful as a 
reserve baseJ.It is however 254 Kilometres from here by road 
and there is no other communication. 

With the burning of Nnmsos, I have lost a lot of stores 
and French looters have been very active, but I have enough 
to carry on with for a short tlme~ Fleming has a list of 
points like thasc, which I need not trouble you about. 

I am glad you have told me to hang on, for although the 
situation was very bad and I had to face the possibility 
of evacuation it would have been a disastrous step to take. 
What made it worse at that moment waG that the French were 
very· shy of going forward but now they are quite keen. 
They have found n lot of skis and putn number of sections on 
them which wil~ be a grentB8 help: their own were sent 
without straps. 

Phillips has been perfectly excellent. Very calm when 
things were going badlys but ready to have a ~o at any tirneg 
He is very unhappy at having to retire now. 

I 

If he is not on your list for a division, I humbly suggest 
you put him on it and whoever gets him will be very lucky. 
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Breathing space for troops is one of my great difficulties 
and Fleming can give you details~ 

Now that I am strong on the mnin road Namsos = Steinlcjer 
I am prepared to extend further towards Grong and to work 
down that railway. The French are receiving more troopS. 
They do not know how many but t~eir latest wires indicate 
a strong force. I feel we should shortly have more British 
Troops but that of course depends on your plans. If I can be 
assured of not being attacked from the Fjord south of 
Steinkj (!r when I advance-l there, I have a sufficient force 
and in that case I could wait till I get to Trondheim. 

The officers you are sending tomorrow will be able to tell 
you of any poi.nts I have ommitted, 

yours very sincnrely 



Director of Plana, 
Ail' lUnlotry .. 

Tho l .. '1'eno11 HI'O nn.xlo'Us to know whether they aro 
11ko~y to ba called upon to provide any a1r co-operation 
or Support :for their contingent in Norway wit hin the 
next Glx wcelcs or SI) and if DO what 01ze their 
contrlbut1011 womUld. be J.1lcely to boo They atate that it 
w1.11 take thO!ll at lenr:lt four woolca t;~ jJl'0pare a 1'01"00 
and thel'ef'ore would lU:~ to know in plenty of time 
if' anytlllng will be l'e(!Uired of them. 

I have told tho:l1 thllt we are now in the process 
of' or>ganls1nc a H.A.It'. contingent which will go as soon 
ns aerodromo and maintenanco arrangements can btt made 1n 
Norway nncl thn. t they apt:! unlikoly to be called upon fOl" 
any assistanco in tIle near :rutw'e. 

I ohould 111{e, however, to have an offioial 
otCltecnent to hllnd oval" to them aa otherw1se I think we 
shall be continu.nl1;r badeered by them on this subject. 

GVlydyr Houae, D.\'i .1. 

20rd April, 1940. 
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1. It is obviously essential·to afford fighter 
protection for our forces in NOHWAY as soon as the 
necessary aerodromes can be acquired. We have 
reconnaissance partles now In NOHWAY, and one squadron 
of Glucllators is embarked in a carrier ready to be 
flown off as soon as an aerodrome can be found. A 
sex'vlcing uni!t, with petrol and ammuni·tion, has just been 
landed,. 
2.. we are putting two Hurricane squadrons on a 
mobile basiS, t;o be reaely to go the moment an aerodrome 
of sufficient size can be found and prepared. 

In the event of theso ~>qu[ldrons going to NORWAY, 
we shall be unable to senel 0.11 four Hurricane squadrons 
nov[ earmerl::edGo 1"r-J\NCE in the immediate future J should 
an emerEencyarise there. 

3. '1'110 limit to the number of fighter squadrons 
that cnn be sent ls the Gearcity of aerodromes, the fact 
that the ice will soon melt~ and the bad surface 
concli tions rosul ttng from the thaw. 

Nevertheless the AiY.' Staff consider it would 
bo pI"udent for the PREHCH to Imt El force of fighters on 
a mobile basis as soon as possible in case it should 
prove easier than it now al)pears to find adequate 
D.erodromes. The Air ~]ta:ff would l)e glad to know what 
Gortor force ·the FHl;~nCH have in mind. 

D. of Plans. 



Director or Plans, 
Ail" Hlniatry. 

The j"l'fmch are nnx.1o'Us to know whethor they aro 
l1kol:J,- to be ca1.1c(1 upon to provide a.ny air co-operntion 
01' Dupport :rOI' t11e11' continaont in Norway within tb.o 
next o:1x '10eks or so and if.' 00 what 01zo their 
contI'lbutlon ~muld be lIkely to be. They otnte that it 
w1ll take them at leant :rouI' weeks t,:) .Pl'0l )D.I'e a 1'o1"ce 
and tl1erefoI>e would lik{~ to know in plenty ot time 
if anything \'/111 be x·e,.ru11·od 01' them. 

I havo 1;old them that we are now in the process 
of or>ganiainG n H.A.F. contingent which will go as soon 
ao o.ero<ll'omo anc1 maintenanco orrangcmento can be made 1n 
Norway tm(l tlKlt they ape unlikely to be oalled upon for 
any aseiotance 1n the nel'1I' futw'e. 

I ohoultl 1.11::e, however, to have an official 
otatf.nent to hllod over to thern aB othorwise I think we 
stlllll be continu.a.lly bodgCl~ed by them on this subject. 

GwyiJyr IIouae,. a.\'i.l. 

20rd Aprl1, 1~40. 
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~ Odenc1' hnl (,CCl:iCd. 1'n ther worried to-dny 

about the CJ.uestion. of' gett.ing (lc~.patches and urgent stores 
[~nC r.Klterial to General Audot in 1'{ori'lCiY. lIe ns}~cd 
General Mnrsh~111-Gornwall nnd. l"':1;!Bclf' wIlether do Brnntcs 
could bo inf"orrnocl whenever thCl"C was nn aeroplane or 
f'lyi1lf; 110nt proceeding f'ror:J. this country to Unmaoe or 
Anndulsnen \,,;'};d.ch could convey any desT,n tches the Prench 
m:teht hnve f"aI' tr::mzmlr;;:ion to their hcods.uarters in 
Norway.. They .felt th.at the pl""crcnt system of' using ':/.'1'. 
might possihly become ovcrl',~or:t~cd und. at the bost, would 
only be nble t,Q cope '.'ti th o},oPDt:ional or reasonably short· 
moncngcB. 

I rn .. ltr;CGf.ltod th: ...... t if tt-cy 'wished to ryraintnin n 
regul;tr deo:: 1ntch sOI'vice to thc:l:p hel1l1t).u'11 ... tcPs in norwny, 
they mif~htt \d; 11iso the tv:o lOllE!,. pange flying bonts which 

they Viora T'ro::'l:I"cd to offel" for erttploymcnt in a certain 
01)Crat.ion In th.c Gulf' 01' Botlmla. Tl'1ey'stated, hOi'{CVer, 
tlnt thcce bO~1tB h"1d not cuff1,cd.ent Greed to enable them 
to cnl~l'Y out nwh n !)(H"v1.CC \'::1, th. roaBonablc flccurl. ty. 
rrhey 13ngL(;wl;c(l instead th:')'t it, r:U r:ht lJC pmr-1blc to UGC 
tlw net! clngG::I?,,;J,yil1g Don'ts foX' thir COl1:;illi'licntion service. 
hetween. tide f:CLli4,tr:l n11(l r:rop;';~;y 1'op Ul\,3'Cnt deSl)atchcn or 
Ul'r~(1nt r:tot'cc; .. 

I held out nahopo of thin latt~r course being 
p08 rdble but they CO(;)i)(Hl nn .. xiouG tll'; t I choul(l rnice this 
IIues t:l.on 1;7i th the ;(11" Li:l.nj.G'tI'Y (I 

I 

?2nd }\prill'1.",~. 
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