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WEDNES;~~bECEMBER . 22 1937 
B~It wha,t waS' astonishi8!;t'r'.vas the crazy glee '" buy us otT .. with colonial territories, We 
wIth whIch, ,the writer h~ijld ,such a collapse, could not complain that Germany to-day 
! le wa,s remtnded of a quor'ttlOn from Carlylc; should find nmple justification for her 
111 whIch that al!thor d~s~Jbed the laugh of, cherished belief that we as a nation were weak 
the hyena on betng aSS\1,rCL that after all the and becoming decadent. 
world was only carrioI1.,';' , , i 

NOT BY ARMAMINTS ALONE 
i 

GERMANY AND BLACK 
TROOPS' 

He looked upon the League as a great 
addition to the strength"ald 10 the safety of Mr. PARKER (Romford, Lab,) said that 
this country, Since when \buld we alIord to Germany's remaining grievances under the 
ignore the moral forces invidved in the public Treaty of Versailles could be settled peaceably 
opinion of the world '/ Moral force was, if Germany so wished, But Germany did not 
unhappily, not a substitutl for armed force, wish to settle these difficulties in a peaceful way, 
hut it was a very great rciJ,,[orcement; and it The political reason behind her demand (or 
was just that kind of .tei\[orccment whicl) Colonies was to obtain areas from which to 
might avoid the use of anmd force altogether. " I 
For five years he had been 1sking the Govern~ raise black troops [or luture wars. 
ment to ,make armaments-',guns, aeroplanes, There were a number of important people, 
and munitions-but he w~s I'<lite sure that aptly described by Low in a cartoon as shuttle­
British armaments alone 'W"-'tllct never protect cocks, including the Editor of The Times. 
us themselves in the till/es through which Lord Lothian, and Viscountess Astor, who 
WL ,ght have to pass. By adhering to the were anxious to persuade this country to yield 
Covenant of the League wc: secured the good to the claims of Germany, It was a great pity 
will of all the nations of the world who did that what used to be considered the leading 
not seek to profit by aetsfof wrongful and organ in this country-The Times-should 
violent aggression; we also \ecured a meaSl!re become the organ on behalf of the British 
of !ll1ity at ~o~e amongo-pJ~~~ses an? partIe~ Government. That was the present position 
whIch was 1l1(ltspensable'-~t" the efflclency 01 of that paper. 
ou' "reign policy as well :'5 to the progress Mr. A. ALEXANDER (Sheffield, Hills­
o[ defensive preparations; and we conse' borough, Lab.) said tha,t there was a sugges­
crated and legitimized' e,'ery alliance and tion in the Prime Minister's fpeech that the 
regional pact which might \ be formed for Opposition were raising the question of foreign 
mutual protection. affairs in a spirit of complete irresponsibility. 

And he believed that the ~ pitit of adherence That was unfair and insulting, They were 
If) the Covenant of the Lnaglle ancl to the meeting three days before ChristI1,las ancl 
Pa(,t which bore the naJl1"',of a venerable would not be called together again before 
American statesman, Mr. 1,:eJlogg, who was February 1. While he prayed God that it 
now in their thoughts, wou]( win for us a very might not be so, events in the Far East, in 
great measure of sympath I in the United the meantime, might call (or strong action and 
States. This sympathy mit!H have an elTect actual operations. Yet the Opposition were 
on the interpretation put 1,Pon the laws of I criticized "Tor asking for a debate 011 such a 
neutrality which in certa~n circumstances situation, the policy that had led to it, and 
might be of enorl1'.,(~ " practical COn),~llenCe I the policy to deal with it. That was contrary 
to us, Could we bc~'en in the to what was due to a d~mocratic electorate.' 
dic,tator countries these prim iples did not find (Hear, hear.) 
an echo in many hearts? .:ould we be sure Another complaint against the Prime 
that even the dictators thep)sclves might not Minister. and it might apply also to the leader 
from one reason or another respond to them in Ti,e Times. was the repetition of the foul 
to some extent? Nothin" could be more misrepresentation that the policy of the Labour 
improvident or more impru', lent than for the Party in these matters was always sueh as 
Western democracies to stl'ip themselves of to lead to war. That was unjust to the Labour 
this great addition to tbs!,( means of self- Opposition, In fact, we had come to the 
preservation or to blot outTh>m the eyes of present dangerous position in world affairs 
their peoples ideals which en bodied the larger through the continued rejection of Labour 
hopes of mankind. (Loud"~heers.) advice by Tory Governments since the War. 

1\'.. RE LABOUR (lUESTIONS , , 1'" 
Mr. A. HENDERSON! (Kingswinford, 

Lab,) said that the preseti:! generation of 
public opinion was not' p;-epd'cd to allow this 
or any Government to can:')' on the foreign 
aff;>'·~ of this countr!f"l",~~ng SUbjected 
to spotlight of public cl itieism by those 
whose duty it was under thJ constitu,tion to 
form the Opposition, : ~ 

What was taking place bchi'1d the scenes with 
regard to the proposed econJmic con terence ? 
Ha? the Government consiclFcd the proposal 
W!llCh emanated from the Ki~g of the Belgians 
with regard to the estabishment of an 
mdependent ~orldecon()ml organization'! 
Had the F?relgn SecretarXJ:.tny information 
as to the eXlsteIlce of a rniJi(;,i'y understanding 
between the three Powers' whi.> were associated 
together in the anti-Comil:'cern pact? If 
such a!l un.dersta,nding existejJ the democratic 
countries, meludmg even Alllcrica would be 
compelled to combine. togetlI er in' defence of 
the rule of law. ' . .i' 

Haly's irresponsible condpct was full of 
dang<:rous possibilities, Sign,~"r Mussolini was 
carrYIl1g on ,a subt!e diploma',1; campaign. He 
was, determllled, If he couk. to compel the 
BritIsh qoyernment to recogilize his conquest 
of AbysslIlla. More than 70,(:00 Italian troops 
had been concentrated on the~tgyptian border. 
Was there any truth in the, ;tatement that a 
!lumher of German technicb41s were included 
III that force? He hoped "he Government 
would give sof!1c indication); :at they regarded 
the present attItude of Italy v.>ry seriously ancl 
that they were determined to take some kind 
of ~ction to bring it to. an end if possible. 
Whrlc. not believing that war was jmminent, 
he belIeved that the internatio'lal situation was 
stead,ily deteriorating.,· 

'.'f,fl .................... ,.1 f ...... fh .... r .... ", .... "" ·, ... f 1'ot..T.,.;, ...... '" ,1 ........ .... 

(Opposition cheers and, Ministerial laughter.) 

"FOUL MISREPRESENTATION" 
To charge the Opposition with asking for 

war because they supported the League and 
wished that the Government supported it 
better was a foul misrepresentation. The 
Government had not adequately used the 
machinery of collective security to meet 
Japanese aggression in the Far East. Japan, 
finding that the boundaries of Manchuria did 
not suit her, had indulged in a series of aggres­
sions which had led up to the present situa­
tion, and the amazing thing was the complete 
patience of the Chinese under the treatment 
to which they had been subjected, Vil'tually 
noth ing was done after the attack on the 
British Ambassador. nor after the attacks on 
the British warships on the Yangtze, and 
although the British Government had scnt a 
st~on~ Note on the, subject, yet the Japanese, 
thmkmg that, nothmg was going to happen, 
were completmg their operations by entering 
Southern China, " 

It looked as if Japan would soon have con­
trol of all the maritime provinces of China and 
eomple~e control of the Customs-uilless 
somethlllg was donc about it-and there would 
be much injury'to British interests as well as 
to the interests of the Chinese theJ11s~lves. In 
the~e circumstances the Opposition were 
ent,Itled to ask the Government what they were 
dOlllg, We were at a parting of the ways when 
we mllst decide either that the League was 
nevcr to be lIsed again in major disputes or 
that we were gomg to use the Covenant of the 
League now to prevent the greater dangers to 
world peace that would arise if Japan was no\ 
checked in her aggression, ' 

l,he' best way to appeal to the American 
natIOn was on the wide basis of collective 
securIty. and that the soundest method of 
approach to the prohlem was through the 

J 07 q 79 l. ,_ • 

t!lOse actual members of the League at? this 
tIme. Neither the Leader of the Opposition 
nor Mr. Alexander had given the House any 
indication of the action which they would have 
the Government take, (Ministerial cheers.) 

Mr. ALEXANDER said he thought he had 
made his position quite clear, that he was in 
favour of preventing supplies from going to 
Japan. He would say that if that involved an 
attack upon us because we were withholding 
supplies to Japan, we must certainly stand up 
to It. He did not agree, on the strategical 
case, from a naval point of view at any rate, 
tl,lat that was impossible in the present 
Circumstances, 

Mr. EDEN said that when it came to a 
definite statement, speakers opposite did not 
say what they would do. They had to follow 
the procedure right through to the end. 
(M inisterial cheers.) . . 

Replying to an interruption about Abyssinia, 
, Mr. Eden said that if the Government or a 

collection of governments had made a mistake, 
was that a reason for advocating that they 
should repeat it in exactly the same form? 

Concerning the League of 'Nations, when 
they had, as they had to-day, Japan, who 
clearly by their action did not accept the r.ule 
?f law, and Germany, who would not join 
III the League to cooperate in enforcing that 
law. ancl the United States, though sympathetic 
to the rule of law, not prepared to undertake 
commitments-all those factors must have 
their effect upon the authority of the League. 
But that was not a reason for abandoning the 
instrument, and he agreed with what Mr., 
Churchill had said on ,that subject. ' 

IDEOLOGY OF' PEACE 
There would be no ass~rance of lasting 

peace in the world until international order 
was generally accepted by the, nations and 
until some limitation of armaments formed 
part of that settlement/Meanwhile they had 
to live through a period of acute unsettJement, 
a'nd it was right to say that the League had 
no ideology but that of peace. If they could 
maintain that principle and, give it all the 
support they could they would be doing what 
was possible to contribute to the solution of 
that world problem. 

With regard to the situation in Spain, ~ertain 
hon . .members maintained that the policy of 
non-intervention was operating harshly to the 
Government in Spain and that this country's 
action had, at times, had a similar effect. 
Frankly, the Opposition were such ardent 
partisans that he did not believe they were 
good judges of other people's, impartiality. 
(Hear, hear.) 

He was convinced that so far as the country 
as a whole was concerned it endorsed the non­
!ntervention policy-(cheers)-simply because 
It knew that policy was conceived in the in­
terests of European peace, From the first he 
had been convinced that no onc who inter­
vened in the strife in ,Spain would benefit by 
that intervention, and he had seen no reason 
in the last'18 months to modify that view. If 
other nations insisted on burning their fingers 
in the Spanish furnace, that was no reason why 
we should do so. (Hear, hear.) 

COST OF FAR EASTERN 
CONFLICT 

IMPOVERISHMENT TO EVERY 
NATION 

The right hon. gentleman continued; -Our 
chief preoccupation at this juncture is the 
situation in the Far East, where we are fac~d 
with manifold problems of great complexity 
and great' gravity. The very gravity of them 
makes it difficult for me to speak as freely as 
I would to-l1ight. We have in the Far East 
great interests, which are certainly not incom­
patible with those of other nations ,there and 
which wc shall do our utmost to defend, (l~lear, 
hearJ ' 

,In o.ur >:icw the pres~nt conflict is going to 
brmg IIlevItably great Impoverishment to the 
Far East, to every nation there whatever their 
immediate military g;~il1s, may be. That is 
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)n to I)/'/ng il to an :cnd if possible. 
lot believing that wai' was jllll1linellt, 
ved that the inlernntiuwl situution was 

deteriorating. ' 
regard, to the League·,( Nalions thcre 

;,uggesllOll thRt some~rnei11hers of the 
menl wc re in favoui' of the deletion 
Ise 16 of the.Cov.n II11. He hoped 
lour was untrue ~Qd,tl 'It nOlhing would 
~.~fI.L~);J,:IUW1~"""i~';""·)·"'l .. nt rr,. 
'ather scc ;t' placed in cold storage 
al they should take away this vi!nl 
nd say to the worJd that -the nations' 

believe that sllch arlion should be 
l resist an <1ggrc!Ssof'. 
(, TREE (HarboJ'Ough, 11.) said that 
ica went to war il \voldd he to protect 
I interests and not for the s:lke of 
ion. There was no cOllntrv where 
:Jel1t<l1 opinion was controlled'more by 
pinion. The problem of {he debt was 
standing between Engl<ll1d and the 
itates. and at some time or another 
ave to he faced. Hr quite reali7C'u 
e Were grave diflicllllie~ on both sides 
Tcomc, but if they could he overcome 

be a tremendolls ster forward and 
move the last source of possihlc out­
troubj~ between the two countries. 

~ISH WAR LOCALIZED 
:AZALET (Islington. E .• U.) said 
policy of the Government in regard 

had been 10 do their utmost to 
'.he war from extending. In that 
jcctive the Government had suc~ 

'nd tbat wns entirely due to the 
, 110n~intervention. She wondered 
h rea I good was accom plished hy 
of the I~C visiting Spain. She 
that w. the war was over the 
'carle would govern themselves and 
It brook any outside interference. 
y of non-interventjon was the one 
)Ut this tragic eonflict that was 
y understood and appreciated by the 
Jrily of tbe British people. 
SALTER (Oxford University. Ind.) 
apan W" "'irni~tbe domination 
nd also le hegemony of the East 
complete exclusion of the West. 
eived themselves if they thought that 
. rating on recent incidents they were 
a repetition of them and that hv.a 

t attitude they could huy anyt11'ing 
I a short~lived jmmunity for the 
apan succeeded ill the realization 
objective. He did not know whether 
C possible to secure cooperation to 
effective measures'·of restraint inlo 

Cllcckcd ill her ;lggrcssion. 
The' hest way to appeal 10 the American 

natioll was on the wide h<lsis or collective 
security. ~1I1(1 (hal the sOllnd('~t mc/hod of 
,llPP1'(I;:lch to !he prohlem WflS lhrollgh the 
,L.eague of Nations. He hoped that sympa· 
',thetic help would he' given to China in enabling 
her to ohtain arms with whkh to dC'fend 
herself. 

IviR. EDEN'S REPLY 
A "D,EAL" ON COLONlES 

DENIED 
Mr. EDEN, Secretary of Stnte for Foreign 

Affairs (\Varwick and Leamington, U.), said 
that at the present stage o[ international affairs 
he was unable to indulge in that " appalUng 
frankness" which not long ago he ventured 
to employ. The right. hon. gentiemnn who 
hau wound up for the Opposition (Mr. 
Alexander) was unfnir to the Prime Minister 
in his 3ccll~ations nbout responsibility and 
irresponsibility. \Vhat the Prime Minister 
clearly meant W~IS that there must be foJ' a 
Government spokesman on such an occasion 
a dilTercnt role of conduct from what' was 
possible for others who had not the· same 
resronsibility. 

Hc would be sorry if Mr. Lansbury got the 
impression that his Majesty's Guvernment 
werc' disinterested in the Van Zecland 1l1is:-;ioTl. 
The)' <lunched very grcnt importance 'to ie 
Their difllculty wns that Ihey had not yet seen 
his conclusions ilno ~id not know what he pro. 
posed. It was certa1l11y trlle that his Maje~IY's 
Government would do their utmost to sec that 
practical results followed rrom the work which 
M. Van Zccland was doing. 

He would say a word on onc aspcct of the 
coIOl~ial~qllcstion. Jt had been suggested in 
certain quarters that lllC Government of this 
country had some intention of trying to reach 
sOllle settlcment wil h Germany in the colonial 
field on the ba~is of n de:" at the expense of 
other colonial, Powers. He wished to slate 
publicly and categorically that nOlhing could 
be farther from the intention or his Majesty's 
Government than to advance or countenance 
any sllch proposal. (M inis(crial cheers.) 

In particular it had been suggested lhat the 
Governmcnt had revived the pre~War negotia • 
tions with regard to Portuguese possessions. 
Those propo~als were dead and the Govern~ 
ment had not the leas! intenUon to revive them. 
They were not sccking a solution of (he 
colonial prohlem at the expense of otber 
Powers and they were not seeking a solution 
of Europcan dHHcultics at the cxpc-nse of other 
European Powers. 

THE RULE OF LAW 

"""_" HI.- ;)!htJ{ UO ollr utHlost to defcnd. (llear, 
hear,) 

In ollr view the present conOid is going 10 
hring illcvjlably great impoverishmcnt to fhe 
Far E<.lst, to every nation there wilatever Iheir 
imrn('djat(,~ military gains may bc. That is 
the im'viwhle result of this recourse 10 [lrms. 
The procedure which has taken place berore 
was aJn~ady hnving results, anti jf foJ/owed 
would h,lve brought n greater measure of 
pro~pcrity ·to, everybody in the Far East, in· 
dlldillg J.lpi.ln. 

In these conditions thCI'C are threc principles 
which we must, 1 think, scc in {he Filr East­
first, Ihat wc must do all we honourably can to 
secure the restoration of peace; sccondly, that 
\Vc must do our full share, with others, in the 
fulfilment of ollr international obligations ~ 
and, thirdly, that wc mllst protcd our own 
intcrests and, of course, British tcrrHory. 
(Hcar, hcar.) There is a very important aspect 
or this Far Eastern situation which is perhaps 
the only onc to~dny which we can view with 
satisfaction. It is that we ~re constantly, 
daily, ill close consultation with tile Govern· 
ment of the United States. (Hear, ileaL) Over 
and over again wc have taken either parallel 
or similar action, and that in itself is an jndica~ 
tion of the closeness of such collaboration. 

'BRITAIN'S FRIENDS IN THE 
WORLD 

1 cannot say 1110re on that subject to·night, 
but I would say this. It would be wrong with 
the world as it is (o.day jf wc were to deny 
0111' own authority or to belittle the firmness 
and significance of our friendships. This 
country is not without friends in this world 
to-day. (Hear, hear.) Reference has bcen 
made to France and the United States, and it 
would be equally easy to make reference to 
that large gro.up of countries stretchjng 
from Turkey fight to Czechoslovakia with 
a number of which wc Jlavc" dose and 
intimalc. r~latjons of friendship. In proof 
of, that It IS only necessary to draw allention 
to speeches of Turkish Ministers or 
the very remarkable dedaration of the 
Rumanian Prime Minister, that the fir."it 
on the list of Rumania's objectives wa~ 
closer relations 'With Great nritain~ That is 
tbe element-those fdendships~which is 
making for stability. 

Most important of all is fhe relation of (he 
British Commonwealth of Nations with the 
United Sh~tes. There is not, and cannot be, 
any questIon of treaty or any question of 
cntanglements, b~t .thcre is a. true community 
of outlook; and It IS that which can prove an 
invaJuahle asset in the maintenance of peace 
which is the first and N;reatest asset. the first 
and greatest desire of the British Common­
weallh and the people of the United States 
alike. (Hear. heaL) ." He did not recommcnd that the 

lernment should undertake the risks 
al action. If, as time proceeded. 
n opportunity of combined action 
'ven for some time and eVe/1 with 

to givc' results and enable the 
If Jaw and collective international 
'e asserted, H~-i.rnnortant that 
cl go a~'1ar as possihlc to get 
)operation tp enable them to do so. 

ATTACK ON" THE 
TIMES" 

rn conclusion, though the dimcullies are 
grc.at th~re is J~O cause for defeatism. (Cheers.) 

The main charge made by Mr. Alcxander ThiS nation has wcathered worse anxicties than 
and the Leader of the Opposition was that this. We hcnr much of our rea.mament but 
the Government had not cared for the rule there is something even more important 'than 
of law, but only cared for the selfish Bdlish rearmament-and that is the spirit bchincl the 
interests, and that as a consequence they had rearmament. And in that respect nobody 
intenlionally nllowed nuthority to l<lpse. He sh~H,lid make the ll1~stake or thinking that the 
did not accept that charge. Still less did he SPJrlt or the .tenaclty of the people of this, 
accept the ~tatement imputed to the Govern~ country has 111 any way changed in recent 
ment by thc Leadcr of the Opposition that years. 
they only cared for sclfhh nalional interests. That ,is. the policy we. must seek to pursue; 
He called as evidcnce the events or the last to be patlcnt yet to he III'm; to be conciliatory 
few years. He held strongly thlt the rule or withollt being defeatist, and, above aB lo con~ 
hlw and its maintenance was a British interest. ·tinuc to rearm because, paradoxicaJly ~s it may 
(Hear, hear.) ~ sound, only that way can we get arms agree~ 

In the Abyssinian incident it could not ment. That is the policy that this country will 
I McEWEN (Berwick and Had- possibly be pretended by anybody th"t other endorse, and that is the policy we shall con­
) said h,.. welcomed the recent countries were longing to do things which wc tinuc lo pursuc. (Ministerial cheers.) 

mATY -DREAKING 
CONDONED 

would not do. Therefore, it was not fair to Tile modon for the adjournmcnt was by 
the ,Go lent to improve rcla- say that we in .particular prevented inter· lcave withdrawn. 
taly anu .... ermany, but it was a national aclion being taken. The Unemployment Insurance Bill passed 
Government could not be allowed Both the Leader or the Opposition and Mr. through Committee. 
It its own policy without the Alexander had asked what wc were doing 10 The House resumed and the Bill was read the 
aid of The Time.'. The attitude I uphold the rule of l<1w in the Far Easl. He third lime. 
n by that newspaper, especially in I wanted to say something very frankly. in the The Money resolution in connexioll with the 
of the return of 'colonies to same terms as tho~e used by Sir A. Sinclair. Population (Statistics) Bill was agreed to on 
d done a great deal to create a If right h011. gentlemcn tlnd JlOn. gentlemen Rerort. 
"many tlpt they had only to press opposite advocated sanctions by the League The House stood adjourned at 25 minutes to 
st prep! )us demands-CheaT, -they had not said so, bllt supposing 1 o'clock. 
ufficien. .cration and loudness they meant that the League should impoc;e 
they would be granted. (Hear, s<lllctions in the present dispute in the Far 

East~he replied that there were two possible 
tal method of approach to any forms of sanctions: the inen'cctive, which wa., 
~aling with Germany was that in not worth putting on, and the effective, which 
e concessIOn was implicit in the meant the risk, if not the certainly, of war. 
Vhat was the use of Tire' TI!11f'f (Ministcdal cheers.) He Raid deliberately that 
)rd Haldane's visit to Berlin in 110 OJle could contemplate any action of that 
d Halifax's visit. and mentioning I kind in the Far East unless they were con­
rman Naval Agreement withollt vinced that tbey had overwhc1ming force to 
ng the fact that the air was now I back their policy. 
etwecn us-which Lord 1-laJdane I 

consider? What.colJ!d be less I JAPAN AND SUPPLIES 
he lead/.n; artJel~.1n The Times I Did right hon. gent/emen opposite really 
25, WhlCll stateu.- think that the League of Nations to-day, 
wes somelhinn no doubt to the method with only two great naval Powers in it-our. 
reh~~Ia~:actl~~~l\e~g;lla:l~esn~~th\h~~i!~ selves and France-had got that overwhelm{ng 

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES 
, HOUSE OF LORDS 

Ar 4.15' 
Royal Commi_~sion. 

. HOUSE OP COMMONS 
AT 2.45 

Private members' motions: Conditions of employment 
in the distributive trad('s:· cost of Ifvin,l!': ,>upply of· 
BI itish news abroad: and public water supplies. 

MEASLES IN FULlIAM 
In lhe last three weeks more than 200 cases 

of measles have been notified in Fulham mid 
eXlra health visitors are being engaged.' Dr. 
J. A. Scoll, the Borough Medical Omcer (If 
Health, told a Press representative that the 

, ~ ".,,_, .... ,. H'OU' ILhl,t.:, Il, Hie Pllll':l.':'>hJIlS 

of producers' marketing schemes, Mr. LOFTUS 
(Lowestoft, U.) said it was most essential that 
this scheme for regulating the quantitks and 
prices or homc~callght fish put on the market 
should not he rendered useless by intermillent 
foreign Jandings. ' There was an enormollS 
German quota which had been practically un .. 
used, but ,he understood that it was the inten~ 
tion 0[' the German Governmcnt to use Ihat 
quota to the fullest extent during the co)ning 
year. Those landings, especially' if they \vere 
intermjtt{'nt. w(\lIld have t\ dic;a~trous effect on 
prices. If no assurance ,vas given oy tho 
Government that they proposed an effective 
control ,of for("ign~caught fish he could not 
~upport the Bill on third reading-. and as. a 
protest against a vital omission from the Bill 
he would e"cn oppose it. 

LAID-UP TONNAGE 
Mr. LAW (Hull. S.W., U.) said that the 

trawler owners or' Hull and Grimsby had 
recently decided to lay up 20 per cenl. of their 
long~d istance tonnage so as to control landings 
of fish. The first fruits of ll)is voluntary re­
gulation were that whereas importations of 
German fish into Aberdeen in 1935-36 
amounted to 50,OOOewt., he understood that a 
contract had heen signed to ensure irnporta· 
lions next year of well over 450,OOOcwt. 

SIR DOUGLAS THoMsoN.(Aberdeen, S., D.) 
said that most of the foreign fish landed com­
peted particularly with Aberdeen, and unless 
there was some further regulation of foreign 
quotas and landings the posilion of the industry 
would certainly not be imnl'Ovcd hv this Bill. 

M r. ALEXANDER (Shemeld, Hillsborongh, 
Lab,} said that the powers being conferred in 
the Bill would have to be .handled very care­
fully or there might be a diversion of the publie 
dem:lIld for fish which would do the industry 
an i'njurv which it would take long to . repair. 

Mr. MORRISON said I)e thou!!ht supporters 
of the Government entirely agreed with his 
view that the ruture of the industry depended 
on its being able to purvey fish in good con~ 
clition at attractive prices to Ihe consumer. 
He found himself largely in agreement with 
what had been said, but he could not admit 
that because his Bill did not contain machinery 
for regulat iIlg importations of foreign~caught 
fish it was' no good doing anything for the 
home industry. 

ONLY 10 PER CENT. 
The position to-day was tbat at least 90 per 

cent. of the fish landed was' from Brilish 
vessels, whereas only 10 per cenL was landed 
from foreign vessels or irnpo'tted. Under the 
Sea Fishing Industry Act, 1933, the Govern­
ment already possessed power to regulate the 
amount of foreign-caught fish that might be' 
landed. It would surely be folly to refuse to 
give powers to the industry to regulate 90 per 
cent. of the fish landed merely because. as was 
generally admitted, regulation of the remaining 
JO per cent. was very desirable. 

It was not the Government's intention to 
permit the efforts of this industry to reorganize 
itselr to be dcf~ah~d or thwarted by foreign 
landings .of fish. There were generar trade 
questions to be considercd and th~se were 
matters [or international negotiation. But the 
Government would certainly not' allow this 
great effort at reorganization that was being 
made in the white fish industry to be defeated 
in the way which members appeared to fear. 
He would cOllsider whether there was need for 
greater nexibilily in the Board of Trade Orders 
which regulated foreign landings. . 

The clause was agreed ..10. 
On Clause 9, which deals with the licensing 

provisions of producers' marketing schemes, 
Mr. LAW moved an amendment to permit a 
marketing board to give directions as to the 
numbcr of Ihc crew to be carried in a fishing 
vessel. Labour members opposed the amend· 
ment on the ground that the manning: of vessels 
was no) a subject lhat should be dealt with by 
a producers' marketing board. 

The amendment was negatived and the Com· 
miltee adjourned till aner the Christmas 
reCess. 

PROTECTING. ROTTlNGDEAN 
Lady Ba;dwin has \ applied for associate 

membership of the Rottingdean Ratepayers 
Association, which was recently formed to 
guard against the spoliation of this Sussex 
viflage. Lady Baldwin's application was re~ 
ceived by Mr. J. E. C. Jukcs, chairman of the 
Rotlingdean Ratepayers Association, in 
response to a letter by him published in The 
Times' on December 15 inviting all who were 
interested in the movement, but who'were not 
ratepayers, to become associate members. 
Lady !laldwi"'s letter was llle first he opened. 

lat, every breach of treaties on 
~rmany since the signing of the 
s<lilles was condoned. (Hear, 
nor conceivable that, wcre the 
sed, we wou:d have found the 
uans pursuing us with offers to 

rorce? It must be perfcc{/y clear to everyone 
that that overwhelming force did not exist. 
Every single nation at Geneva from tile 
beginning of this dispute had, of course. 
known perfectly well that the very thou~hl of. 
action of any kind in the Far East must dcpend 
on the coo pc ration of other nations besides 

outbreak·was foHowing a normal course. They Mr. W. J. Foss, who has retired aner more 
could 'not hope for it to abate before April or than 30 years of Parliamentary journalism, has 
May. and lhc;v must expect nlany morc ca "CS ) been presented hy his friends and colleagues 
before then. [here was no need for any alarm, J at the Hou~e of Commons with a silver salver 
because an ~pjdcmic regularly appeared every I and a clock. For 20 years Mr. Foss was 
(WO years. .' Lobby· c,?rrespondent of the Daily Telegraph. 
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