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?1~ hI) 't! FOR PEACE 
THE 'ANSCHLUS~ AND 

AFTER 
In her final paragraph Miss \Viske­

mann, whose s.urvey, of .Czechoslovak 

condition~ fully maintains the standard~ 
of accuracy and tn1partiality set by 
Chatham House. concludes that the pw­
hlem o[ reconciling Czech and German 
political aspirations admits of no satisfac­
tory solution. The' Czechs have always 
recognizcd the rights bestowed on minori­
ties under the Peace Treaties. and since 
President Benesh took nfllcc vigorolls steps 
have becn takcn to scc that tho~c rights 
(He respected. Such a policy, howcver, 
must needs (ail to meet Heft Hcnlein's 
demands [or protection, not ,for indi­
viduals, but for a racial group as a whole. 

GERMAN PREDOMINANCE 

MR. CHURCHILL'S 
APPEAL 

What then arc the alternatives? 1\115, 
Wiskemann notes that a reconstitution 
of the State on Swiss line.:. ha.:. been advo­
cated by some of the' Suuelen German 
leaders. She contends that it is not rea~ible 
because a division into C Lcch and (jcrl11an 
cantons cannot be made. Industrialism 
has mixed the populations. Moreover. as 
she cogently observes, " if the french and 
German Swiss were to develop ho"tilc 
political ideologies. the Swiss constitution 
might operate no better than tbat of the 
Czechoslovak Rcpuhlic." The same difli

v 

cutty of drawing a linguistic frontier for­
bids the cession to the Rcich of ;\ny con~ 
sidcrable extent of territory. Wherever 
the boundary, there would be nl1l1onlics 

on both sides o[ it. 
The more onc examines the ('7cch-(j,~rman 

prohlem the more evident it hecomes that 
there is no vcry clear rli<;tinction to he made 
between the cession of the mainly German 
territories of C1:cc\1osl(wakia to Germany amI 
the complete domination of Central Furope 
_C1:ech

v
sp:aking territory induded-by the 

Germans. 
This last solution is congenbt 10 Nali 
thought, and with her usual fairness Miss 
\Viskemann points out that there is a 
strong case to be made for a programrne 
which" would bring unity of control. the 
proverbially efficient organization of the 
Germans. and the aholition o( tarifT 
harriers." On thc other hand it WOllld 
involve the abanuonment of Masaryk's 
content ion that it was a lesser evil for 
3,000,000 Germans to live in a nOIl­
German State than for thc 10.000,000 
memhers of the ('7:cchos!ovak nation 10 
have no State at all. 

ECONOMIC TROUBLES 
Looking at the course of cvents since 

1918, Miss \Viskemann observes \hflt (lnti­
German feeling was read into policies 
really innocent nf it. For example. onc 
result of the ¥lar was that the country's 
exporlinr; industries, which were largely 
under German direction. no Innger had 
the whole Austro-Hungarian Empire as 
their market., Suffering was inevitable. but 
m~ny Sudelel1 Gernli?Ln complaints werc extra­
ordinarily ~Jlnil:H to Ihose of the wealthy or 
cx~w(>a1thy in :my othC'r 'country in Ccntrrd 
Europe al the time. The property-owncr~ nf 
post-War Austria lalken in alm0<;;t ex ... ctly the 
sam0 way, only the c!li7en (If Vienna \\'ho hod 
been rich hl<lmcd his gnvernmcnl hf'C<I\1SC it 
was Socialist (lnd Ihe Gcrn1an cilil,en nf Rrunn 
or Aussig blamed his hecause it was C,:cch. 
So, too, when the depression clrscendc,d on 
the country, tlie Sudden CJermans pOll1ted 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

MILAN, JUNE 2 

Italian policy in the Balkans was dis­
cussed at to-day's opening meeting of the 
National Congress for the Study of 
Foreign problems at Milan. at which 
Signor Federzoni, President of the Senate, 
was in the chair. [Counl Ciano's speech 
at the congress is reported, on page 14.] 

ASSURANCES TO GERMANY 
. The belief that the present crisis will 
I. pass and that war would be averted waS 
i i!S,gr. Mr. Winston Churcrill, 
I speaking last 111 ht at Chmg[ord. . 
j+""~",,,,,,,,"',d an anxious week-cnd," 
; he~aid, .. and 1 do not think it will be 

Signor Gayda, editor of the Giomale 

d'ltalia. who was the rapporteur, did not 
try to belittle the seriousness of the situa~ 
lion created by the A nschLuss, which. he 
admitted, represented a great displacement 
of forees in the Danubian and Balkan 
States, particularly of economic forces. 

the last we shall experience in the near 
fUlure. I remain hopeful of a peaceful 

1 solution on this occasion, because I have 
, good reason to belicvc that the kind of 

plans which Herr Henlein described when 
he was over here would not be unacccpt-

It was believed in some quarters (he said). 
that Germany would noW e~tablish her pre­
dominance there. The Danube' seemed 
destined to become, by a link with the Main 
anu the Rhine, the ~reat waterway joining the 
Black Sea to the North Sea. He admitted 
that there was" a parlipl truth" in all this. 

, able to the Government of Czcchos\o-

\ vakia." 
L It would be a great responsibility fOi any 

On the other hand, the foreign policy of 
Italy' had two vital points of interest. Africa 
and the Near East. Italy would never dis­
interest herself in the Balkans. Would there 
then be a clash hetween Germany and Italy 
in thal part of the world? Signor Gayda 
said "No." He was confident that the 
solidarity of Germany and lIaty already 
manifest in all fields, would he operative 
also in the Balkans, hul at this point he 
hastened to descrihe as" an absurd fablc .. the 
story that Hen Hitler and Signor' Mussolini 
had divided between themselves spheres or 
interest in that zone. 

: outside rQwer to prevent a settlement being 
1 reached which would save the sudeten Deutsch 
I from being theiirst victims of war, and would 
I give them an opportunity oC playing an 

honourable part in the lire o[ Cze:choslovakia, 
he went on to say. J[ the present cnsis passed 
and war was averted-as he believed it would 
be-that would be due to a 'rudimentary and 
emergency form oC collective security; the 
firm attitude of France, supported to a very 

1 considerable extent by Great Britain, and to 
an extent they could not tell by Russia and 
Poland, and, nbove all, the determination of 
the Czechs to fight in defence of their country 
might prevent violence and the bloody seizure 
of Czechoslovakia. 

High authorities considered that German) 

LOST ITALIAN TRADE 
The picture Signor Gayda drew of the 

position occupied noW by the two coun­
tries in the Balkan markets was rather 
gloomy for Italy, which had lost much 
to Germany. 

In 1937, for instance, exports from Yugo~ 
slavia to Italy had fallen from 23 to 9 per 
cent. of her total trade, and Yugoslav imports 
[mill Italy had decreased from 13 to 8 per 
cent., while Yugoslav exports to Germany had 
increased to 35 per cent. and imports from 
Germany to 45 per cent. In spite of that 
Haly, according to Signor Gayda, still had 
many possibilities. particularly if she organi1:cd 
her trade hetter and intensified her intercourse 
with the Danuhian and Balkan States. 

Much, of course, would depend on her 
political relations with those countries. With 
Hungary, said Signor Gayda, the Rome 
Protocols remained intact. Jlaly's relatione; 
with the Yugoslavs were excellent, Italian 
policy with regard to Alhania was [or long 
misunderstood. She did not aim at making 1 
of Alhania a jumping-oH point for her expan­
sion in the Balkans. She believed in the 
formula: The Balkans for the Balkan peoples. 
As for Bulgaria, 1 taly always supported her 
just claims. With RlImania, Greece, and Turkey, her 
relations were not yet what she dcsired them 10 
bc. Greece and Turkey seemed always in­
clined to follow the policy of Great Britain, 
hut noW that Italy and Great Britain had come 
to an agreement Signor Gayda hoped that 
Ilalian relations with these two countries would 
gradually improve. 

was not ready for a major land war. There 
was a shortage of food and of raw material<; 
The German Army waS not fully officered. 111 
these circumstances, unless the rulers 01 
Germany went mad, we should have a [urthcl 
breathing space. But what was going h 
happen next year and in 1940 7 The Germal 
Army would be, much slroo!?er relatively tha

1 

that of Fm nee, and the British Air Force wu 
not catching up. Indeed, at the present tim( 
we were {ailing farther behind. Unless, there 
for~l_~e could ~~n other powe,rs to the side (I 

j)c .. lcc; ... ·i.lisaster migl1l '"'OCellI',' We' shouh 
require a much stronger team in the futun 
More peace-seeking nations would have to ;1<­

as special constables on the threatened beal 
of Europe. Why ~hould we not gain other powen; 
Why should we not band together an tl1 
States. o[ the Danube and Balkans into 
stronger confederacy for peace? 111 order I 
do this it would be necessary for Britain an 
France to make common cause with them 
any onc of them was attackcd. Why shOHl 
we run more risk'in doing this than we did: 
present? It would be far better to have tln 
arrangements with a large body of well-armc 
nations all obliged to defend one anotht 
against an aggressor than to drift from on 
crisis to another. This would be real collet 
tive security and not a ~ham. It was, in 11' 
helief, the safest and perhaps the only ro,1 
to a lasting European peace. 

SUPPORT FOR COVENANT 
Asking- the country to support the Covenan 

he denied that it was an encirclemenl of Gc' 
,many. Jt was, he said, encirclement only { 
all aggressor. To form :l war comhinatie' 
against a single State would be a crime, hi 

1 to form a comhinalion of mutual defem 
~ against a potential aggressor was not on; 

i ~Il~; c:~red b~~ w:e~~r~~rr~~~~ie~~~I;e~irg:, 
I they were not prepared freely to ex lend I 

qermany. If Germany nourished no agg.rc 
slve designs let her join the cluh and sl1;I 

to abandoned factories as evidence of the 
malevolence of Prague. 1n C7:cchoslovakia 
as in Germany the depression contributed 
powerfully to the success or Na/.i pro­
paganda. Among those hardest hit were 
the lowcr middle-class men who had held 
administrative posts in large concerns. and 
this c\ass, Miss Wiskcmann points out. is 
peculiarly susceptible to chauvinist 
appeals. The last straw was provided by 
the new ideological influence emanating 
from Berlin ... H created a slale of psycho· 
logical war, [ought with propaganda and 
the fear of actual war." This last fear 
continues to exacerbate the situation 
to-day. Not only does it lead tn special \ 
precautions on the frontier with. inevita~llc 
suspicion of the German-spcaklllg 
members of the Czech State. but it lends 
to produce a centralization of all the pro­
cesses o[ government quite incompatible 
with those devolutionary policies along 
which moderate men on both sides have 
been disposed to seek a ".'ay of com-

The discussion which ro\1owed, turning 
on several aspects of the problem-naval, 
economic, political, and commercial­
confirmed the widespread impression of 
the predominant position acquired by 
Germany since the A flscltLuss in the 
Danubian and Balkan States. Onc well~ 
informed speaker was even more pessi- L 
mistic than the rapporteur with regard to 

, Italy's possibilities of regaining her former 
position in those counlrie~,. 

~~~;~~s~ndl f'b~~\~~~;'\I~~;e P[il~il~f~~~ n~?~: L 

: provoked aggression from the East she wOlll 
acc~rding to th~ Covenant o( the League, \ 
enUtled to receive the fullest aid from all 1 

members. Even i[ Germany did nol rej(\ 
the League he saw no reason why as<;urallt 
of the most decisive character should nnt 1 

promise. ~ ______ -, ---

. ~rrered by Fr'.'ncc and flritain to help Germal 
t 111 c,'cry pOSSIble way If she were the victim. 

an outrage. ~'he aim o[ real collective sccuri 
was a foreign policy which involved t' 

I country in no commitments more cntanglil 
or onerous than !hose w~ich the country 11 
~fdr~li:~~~bl~n~d~rf~~e It the only possibil

l 

P~rlial:nent was to discuss air armamcp 
agaJO thIS week. and there ought to be hell 
explanations than had been offered SO far 
10 the condition of the Air Force and w1 
the solemn pledge given by L.ord Bald\\ 
tha~ we should maintain our parity with al 
nat.lOn that could get at u~hould be broke 
ThIS was not a case for the Opposition 
make parly capital against the Govcrnme! 

, nor for the Government to shield incompeten 
I and misdirection-all ought to put count 

before party. There should be a fcarh 
I resolve to lay aside every impediment al 
\ sweep away evcrx ?bstacJe that stood in ! 

pth of our rcga1l111lg our national secur;: 
At present this country was shielded by \ 
strength o[ the french Army-a strcn~lh tl1 
the Germans were overtaking month 
month. This·country still had its Navy, ne\,' 
happily. more supreme in European wate 
The Brit,ish Air Force. which ought to 
o' .. erhaulmg them by lcaps and bounds 'I 
\lot in that position at present. If we' w. 
IQ place ourselves in security from th· 
anxieties wc must throw ourselves into ! 

\ business of national defence with somcthi 
of the vigour. and concentration which \ 

\dictator countries showed. 
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'·IGNORANCE AND 
ABUSE 

/. ". d t.· 
IRRITATING SPEECHES 
TO·THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir.-A few years ago w;;: were on the 

whole friends with Germany, Italy, and 
Japan. But during recent years many of 
our people, mainly from ·thc Labour 
Party, have subjected the leaders of those 
nations to interference, reinforced with 
guttersnipe abuse. 
.' If the advice· oC that '!Jarty had been 
followed we should certainly have been 
at war with Italy, and probably also with I 

Germany and japan-over 200,000,000' 
warlike people. That would have been 
something more than a calamity, especially 
as the Labour Party, by opposing r~arma­
ment, did all that they could to weaken 
our nation. And,yet it is the leaders of 
this 'very party who hold meetings in 
Trafalgar Square and elsewhere. One gets 
up .and says that Signor Mussolini is a 
cheat and. cannot be trusted .. Abuse of 
Herr Hitler is unending. What is the 

" use of making speeches full of cheap 
abuse? It only angers Germany, ltaly, 
and Japan. Peace cannot be attained by 
singing hymns of hate, asboth Herr Hitler 
and Signor Mussolini have clearly shown. 
Such methods drive us straight to war. 
Peace can be attained only by trying .to 
understand the other side's point of view • 
far better than we have tried up to date. 

The Labour Party want us now to i 
guarantee the independenee of Czecho- I 
slovakia, ailt! many others consider them- , 
selves bound by their moral standards to : 
insist on the same demand. That would 
be to put our heads into a veritable I 
hornets' nest. The last War was caused 
by trying to encircle Germany and pre-.I 
vent her expansion in Europe. The same 
attempt to encircle her will assuredly 
bring another war. We cannot stop a 
virile nation like Germany from expand­
ing. Our interests in Central and Eastern 
Europe arc not so great that we should 
put them to the terribl~ arbitrament of 
modern war. Certainly wc, France and 
Britain, need to defend each other, as well. 
as Belgium, Holland, and Western Europe 
generally; but it should not be beyond our 
power to persuade France that wc cannot 
accompat\y her into Eastern Europe. 
After Czechoslovakia, what next '/ 

Our ill'S! duty is to our own people. 
The interests of Britain itself and of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations in other 
parts of the globe are vast, and there are 
many things in them to put right or 
improve. Let us devote ourselves to these 
almost innumerable interests and not inter­
fere with others. We have alr~ady vast 
obligations to our Indian and African 
fellow-subjects and those in Palestine. 
Surely it is a higher moral code to seck 
to fulfil these existing obligations rath~r' 
than to ri~k them by taking on fresh ones. 
.. 11 is not our business to help ·every 
nation nn tbe earth. We do not under­
stand their real conditions, and· in any 
case we are not strong enough. Foreign 
policy is a highly complicated mechanism, 
diflkult to understand, but ours of lat~ 
has been in large measu re directed by 
spasms of . popular· clamour. The free· 
expression of opinion is; no dou bt, a part 
of the democratic systern, and where it is 
directed. to internai.:problems is usually 
excellent. But where it is directed towards 
foreign nation< reinforced by abuse and 
based largely on ignorance, it does nothing 
but foster international hatred, especially 
among· those nations that do not adopt 
democratic standards. It is a powerful 
force' 'driving towanJ, war,. ,. 

. I a;1t, &c., CHARLES' .,q~] 
·Edgcu1l1.be, . Crowthorne, BerkS. 

FASCISM" BECOMING 
UNIVERSAL" 

• 
A CONTRAST WITH 

BOLSHEVISM 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

MILAN, JUNE 5 
The Congress for the Study of Foreign 

Politi~s ended its work yesterday with a 
discussion on the constitutional changes 
in post-War Europe.' Twenty-onc repons 
had been presented on the subject, and 
they were summarized by Signor Pavol!Ol, 
a member of Parliament. 

Of all the changes which have taken place, 
the Russian Revolution (he said) is the last 
episode of a historic cycle which is now 
closing, while Fascism is the opening chaptcr 
of the new history. The only auther 
revolutionary movement which is anti-li.b­
.md anti-democratic is Fascism. SlgnOJ 
Mussolini was an interventionist in 1914 only 
because he foresaw in ·the War thc revolution, 
and when this came be created, with the 
formula of the authoritarian, totalitarian, anJ 
COl'porate State, the model Constitution [or the 
new century. 

But the true difference (Signor PavoU .... ; 
continued) between Bolshevism and Fase' 
consists chiefly in this, that the Russian expL 
ment does not make proselytes and does not I 
expand beyond the frontiers. Afler more than' 
20 years no other country has turned Bol­
shevist. Fascism, on the contrary, is becoming 

I universal. To-day ISO,OOO,OOO men live in 
authoritarian and totalitarian States. The 
Third Rcich was a derivative of Fascism; and 
partially Fascist arc Japan, Turkey, Portugal, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Hungary', Poland, and 
Greece. 

But the world must understand Fascism for 
what it really is. Nothing irritates Fascists 
more than being considered as preservers (\f 
order. Fascism has nothing to do with the 
old order. As stated in the current issue of 
Critica Fascisfa, the .review edited by Signor 
Bottai: "We (the Fascists) and we alone are 
the disorder, the creative disordcl':" Nothing, 
again, irritates Fascists more than being sym. 
pathetically looked upon and even imitated 
out of fear of Communism. The leading 
Fascist review. Gerarch;a, founded by Signor 
Mussolini and n.ow edited by his nephew, 
wrote in its April issue:-

"Now, and up till now, wc, with our 
example, have bcca useful to the propertied 
classes of the world and to all the frightened 
people who saw in Communism, not the 
extreme expression of democracy. but the 
diabolical herald of the social prohlem. A" 
these good people must be convinced-and' 
shall soon convince them-that the SOCI~ 
problem has passed to QUI' shoulders and that a 
is safer to fear us than Communism." . 

A ·resolution 'was passed expressing 
sa(isfaction at the results obtained by 
Fascist foreign policy, which would allow 
of a more conlldent collaboration in view 
of a new· European rearrangement base' 
on the conception of hierarchy, order, ar. 
justice affirmed by the revolution of the I 
Blackshlf!s. ; 
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