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THE FUHRER | CZECHOSLOVAKIA [POLAND AND THE

TO-NIGHT UNDER ARMS CZECHS

HOPES OF FRIENDLY
SETTLEMENT
From Qur Own Correspondent

WARSAW, SEPT. 25
| The Polish-Czechosiovak contlict, which
‘| has scemed for several days 10 contain
the gravest possibilities, may have been
brought within reach of a friendly scttle-
ment by the reccipt of word from Prague
to-day that the Czechoslovak Government
are prepared to begin discussions over the
claims of the Polish minorily in Czech-
Silesia. :

M. Papée, the Polish Minister in Prague,
delivered a Note last Wednesday—imme-
diately it was known that Czechoslovakia,
in response to pressure from the British
and French Governments, had agreed o
cede Sudeten territory 1o Germany-—
inquiring whether the Czechoslovak
Government were prepared to give the
Poles ecqual treatment with all other
national minorities. The inquiry was re-
peated with some urgency by M. Papée
on Fiiday evening, and it is now hoped
that Czechoslovakia will take speedy
action to settle the dispute in the manner
donived By the Polish Government. 1t is
understood that, in addition to the formal
reply, a personal message has been sent
to President Mosciki by President Benesh.

ALLEGED CLASHES

The semi-official Press by this morning
had become almost hysterical in its
denunciation of Czechostovakia and in its
reporting of clashes between Poles and
Crechs .which are alleged 10 have
occurred during the last few days in the
part of (Teschen on the Czechoslovak
side of the River Olza. No names of
precise details of casuallies have been
given, but the fanguage used in the reports
was violent in the extreme. The attitude
of the scmi-official Press, in fact, left no
doubt that the momcnt any other Army
moved into Czechoslovakia Poland had
decided at least o occupy the disputed
area * beyond the Olza »_and that not-
withstanding the warning implied in the
Soviet démarche made last Friday morn-
ing to the Polish Chargé &' Affaires in
Moscow.

All the Opposition newspapers here,
which are by tradition friendly disposed
towards Czechoslovakia, have supported
the Government’s demand for the ** resti-
{ution of the wrong done by the Czechs
to the Poles in 1919.” ‘ ’

BROADCAST ON A SUDDEN SUMMONS
THE CRISIS

NSO

A “LAST WORD?”

From .Our Correspondent
» BERLIN, SEPT. 25

Herr Hitler, it is officially announced,
will broadcast a speech from the Sports
Palace in Berlin to-morrow night. It will

- be his last word on the demands which
the German Government have made to
Czechoslovakia and will probably be in
strong terms.

The fullest measures are being taken to
make Herr Hitler’s speech a national cvent
—nperhaps the greatest of its kind since
1933. This is shown by a proclamation
issued by Dr. Goebbels, the Minister for
Propaganda and National Enlightenment,
which appears fully displayed in the
morning newspapers:—

HisTORIC SPEECH.

CALL TO THE POPULATIUN L MAN Vi AEREaTH.

‘Phe Releh  Propaganda Director of the
National-Socialist Ministry, Reich  Minister
Dr. Gochbels, announces as follows :—

. * On Monday, Scptember 26, at 8 p.m., in
the Sports Palace in Berlin, a great speech to
the people will be delivered.

“The Fiihrer speaks.

. “This speech will be hroadcast from all
German stations. It will be heard in all towns
and villages of the Reich, and, for those who
themselves do not possess a wireless set,
through public loud-speakers.

* The local party directors will smmediately
begin prcpamlions for this communal wircless
reception.

“ There must be no one in the whole Reich
whe fails to listen over the wircless to (his
historic speech.”

"The Jocal party authorities in Berlin
add to this proclamation the following
appeal 1 —

“ Berliners, ‘come out to the great speech.
1l you can find no room in the Sporis Palace,
form a boundless crowd on the Fiihrer's way
10 and from the Palace and. prepare for him
a welcome in accordance with the feelings
which move us all in this histor ic I}mlr,"

Herr Hitler, it is expected, will refer to
4 broadeast by the Praguc Government
to-day which, in the version given to the
German public, has created furious indig-
nation here. The broadcast related to the
gencral mobilization order by the Czecho-
slovak Government on Friday. It stated,
so it is alleged, that the Czechoslovak
Government-mobilized on the advice of
and with the knowledge of the British and
French Governments. The speaker repre-
sented the British and French Govern-
ments as having advised mobilization
because Herr Hitler at Godesberg made
demands of a more far-rcaching nature
than those the Czechs had already been
induced to accept. |A British denial of this
version, and the actual text of the broad-
castare reported in other columns.]

) TIME LIMIT
As lo the first point, it is known that,
{herc wWas no man more surprised or dis-:
turbed than Mr. Chamberlain when the|
news of the Czech mobilization was com-
municated to him at Godesberg on Friday
night. 1t was anything but good news o

THREE FRONTIERS
CLOSED
From Qur Speaial Correspondent

- PRAGUE, SeeT. 25

Czechoslovakia is standing to arms. It
has been a week-end without paralict in
all the month of tension and crisis; and
the end of it finds all men under 40 fully
mobilized, either already at the frontict
forts or moving up in jong troop trains
that push out {rom Prague in all directions.
General Sirovy's Cabinet is sitting almost
continuously, considering Herr Hitler’s
memorandum-—or, as the people here call’
it, the German' ultimatum. No official
statement on the memorandum has yet
been published, but it is generally believed
to ask the Government 10 withdraw
their troops from the frontier within Six
days and to allow a German occupation
by then of the Sudeten districts,

The people uie in o griny and rasolute
mood, What the six days may bring no
man can foretell; at the present moment
neither Army nor people are willing 1o
make further concessions. The Prague
population believe that they showed their
mind clearly| enough in the demonstra-
tions when first the Hodza Government
announced that they had agreed 1o the
cession of the Sudeten districts ; and the
cvents and ajarms of this week-end seem

e

change shall be abruptly forced upost
them. On the other hand, General Sitovy
_hated in Germany-—is both popular and
trusted here. » The Army could be per-
suaded to follow his Jead whichever way
it turned, though in the popular mood
here extraordinarily persuasive powers
would be neceded to secure a further com-
promise or COnCession.

CUT OFF FROM WORLD

For two days Czechoslovakia has been
almost completely cut off from the rest
of the world except {or diplomatic cables,
and this evening it is reported that the
Czechoslovak-French wires have been
cut. The frontiers over to Germany,
Poland, and Hungary have been closed ;
only. the narrow strip  that leads 1o
Rumania is open. Several groups of
foreigners who have aticmpted t0.Cross the
other frontiers have been turned back.
No private or business telephone calls are
taken for abroad. *The mails are scanty.
Press censorship is becoming  stricter.
Rumour flies round in ever wilder circles.
The man in the strect and the soldier take
nothing for granted—excepl (heir belicf
that they will be fighting on the frontier
within the next few days.

Against this background the Govern-
ment mobilized the reserves late on Friday
evening—with the {orcknowledge of the
British and French Governments, it is
reported here. No one who was there to
sce could ever forget the quietness and
dignity with which the Czechoslovak

i 1

FOUR MEETINGS OF CABINET

A LATE SESSION

Since Mr.- Chamberlain’s return 10
England on Saturday afternoon there
have been four long meelings of the
British Cabinet—one OB Saturday and
two yesterday; a fourth is due 10 begin
at the timc of going to press.

On Saturday Mr. Chamberlain lunched
at No. 10, Downing Street with Lord
Halifax. Afterwards there was a meeting:
of the “.lnner Cabinet” (Mr. :Chamber-.
lain, Lord Halifax, Sir John Simon, and
Sir Samuel Hoarc) before the full Cabinet
——jcss Lord Stanley—met for two hours
A 5.20. Tater the Prime Minicter s




Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistore, 2014

{

% 1735

THE TIMES MONDAYVSEPTEMBE

THE CZECH DECISION
TO MOBILIZE

PRAGUE’S ACCOUNT

A statement broadcast from the Prague
wircless station yesterday replies to hoslile
“propaganda which is even now being
issued describing the mobilization methods
adopted by the Government as an attempt
to frustrale .the discussions between Mr.
Chamberlain and Herr Hitler at Godcs-
berg.” The slatement describes  this
suggestion as a lie, and adds ,

O September 21 the Czechoslovak Govern-
ment accepied the iti

official British and French
proposals which included the cession, after the

delincation of new borders by an international
commission, of the Sudeten territories. i
“The Government accepted these conditions
only hecause this course was advised by the
Governments of Great Britain and France,
who added that should we not accept this offer
France could not keep her word reparding
assistance as an aily, and that hngland.could
no longer show an offective interest in the
fate of Czechoslovakia. So as not to be
accused of having hindered the possibility of
creating peace for Furope and thus for all the
world we accepted the conditions. i
As soon as the British Prime Minister placed,
our acceptance befare
at Godesberg entirely different proposals werd:
submilied to him. These went much furlhei

o, f

than was agreed at Berchiesgaden. The usuay.
technique of following cvery concession b

increased  demands once  more bccam%
apparent. . . ;
While receiving these new conditions @

Godesberg Mr. Chamberlain was already awsz

o

that neither the French nor the British Governs,

able to advisc Czechoslovakid’|
and that they could no longef”
advise  the Czech Government (o remain
passive and not to prepare for seif-defence, 3,

Therefore at 6.15 p.m. on Friday the British |
“and French Ministers in Prague madc a states
‘ment to the Czechoslovak Government upon |
instructions from their own Government 1o the
effect that they could no longer take the
responsibility of advising us 10 remain passive,
and that they could not recommend that we
should not make preparations of a mililary’
naturc, i

“Immediately afterwards, at § p.m., the
Czech Government concluded that the inter-
national situation demanded that preparations
for defence should be made.

ment would be
to accept them,

the German Chancellot L.

i;_ « Butdhe frontier is closed,” we were told

ot a light in the town-—we..walked. .on,

Surcly nobody will helieve that the mobiliza=
ion of small Czechoslovakia could constitute
menace to anyone else, We sepeat with all
Ohossible emphasis_that this step was not taken
hpainst the advice and-without the knowledge
of the greal Powers, and that the propaganda
which trics to put a different complexion on
“he matier is entirely false, and is intended not
o preserve, but (o .wr k peace.

g

i

GERMAN PRAISE OF
MR. CHAMBERLAIN

“« SERVICE TO PEACE "

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
" BERLIN, Sept. 25
The Dinlomalis(‘h»PnliIischc-K()rre-
spondenz, which spcaks for the Foreign
O[ﬁcc, commented upon Mr. Chamber-
Jain’s mission last night in the following
terms :—

In the course of one short week the British
Prime Minister has rendered valuable service
to peace in order to bring to an end an un-
tenable and, therefore, dangerous situation.
He has helped to open up a prospect, on the
basis of the Berehtesaaden conversations, that
a (hreatening racial struggle, which cven
appeared unavoidable, may be diverted into

i \he course of peaceful separation and that thus
all indirect and direct complications and dis-
pules may be set aside. He was also able to
convince himself that the German demands,
now as hitherlo, remain within the limits
which correspond to the fulfilment of the
principles of <clf-delermination “which have
been recognized by all responsible parties—
cven by Prague. . In any casc, the
German people, for its  part. thanks the
Dritish Prime Minister for the cfforts he has
made to establish better and more healthy
foundations for Central Europe. The Ger-
man people expect also that this wish will be
shared by all who carnestly desire the establish-
ment of better relations and that negotiations
to this end wilj everywhere receive the support
which they require, since conditions in the
Czech State to-day no
poslponcmcnt.

jonger allow of a

A GENERAL EUROPEAN
SETTLEMENT

. /
MR. DE VALERA'S PLEA
FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT

GENEVA, SepT. 2§
Mr. de Valera, the President of the

Assecmbly, broadcast an address  this

‘evening to the United States from the

League radio station.

He said that the delegations at Geneva were

following with anxicty but with hope the effort
that was being made on Mr. Chamberlain’s

THE LAST TRAIN
FROM PRAGUE

BRITISH PARTY’S
ADVENTURES

OVER POLISH FRONTIER
FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

DJEDERICE (POLAND), SEPT. 25
In the carly hours of this morning 2
group of British peopie—some with babies
in their.arms—walked in pitch darkness
over the frontier from the Czech half of
Teschen to the Polish half.

ATTITUDE OF THE
DOMINIONS

CANADIAN SUPPORT FOR
BRITAIN )

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

) OTTAWA, SEPT. 25

Officials of the Departments of External
Affairs and National Defence are working
long and late and Cabinet meetings are
now taking place almost daily. Although
newspapers such as the \ Winnipeg Free
Press, which have been consistently critical
of the British Government's foreign
policy, are using their editorial lash upon
it, most of the Press is ready to suspend
judgment until the final results of Mr.

Instructed by the British Legation in
Prague, we had come {rom Prague in ihe
last train which got through before the
frontier was closed. lndeed it had been
closed before we got there. At the
arranged point of crossing, Buhomin, we
were refused leave to cross by the Czecho-
slovak officials. _Soy still in the long troop
train, we crawled slowly along the fronticr
1o Teschen.

The ‘stalion was in pitch darkness.

by Czech: soidiers with fixed bayonels.
“There was a good deaj of shooting in
the town this morning. We cannot lct
you through. In any casc the Poles will
rofuse.” These scntences were punctuated
by heavy ecxplosions among the hills,
sounding ominously ol cannon fire, but
probably telling only of the blowing up
of bridges.

About a mile ahead along a straight
road was a gleam of light—the Polish
frontier. We sent a depulation on ahcad,
under a military. puard. They returned
to say that therc was probably a chance.
So, still in complete darkness—there was

carrying a bag in cach hand.

“Drop down il they shoot,” said the
guard. ' Walk slowly, keep stopping, and
keep close to the houses.” It was a curi-
ous valk, something of the John Buchan in
it, but much more of the Brighton trip,
with “ihe added worry of wondering
whether the last train home had gonc.

At the frontier we all crossed with no
more hitches than in an carly morning
landing at Harwich, and we were greeted
soon after dawn by two British Consuls
who had been scarching [or us along the
frontier throughout the night and had
mourncd us as lost.

WITH THE TROOPS

From Prague our own train had been
packed to overflowing with troops, some
in uniform, most in their working clothes.
They slept in the corridors, on the seals
and against our shoulders. Continuously
we were passing other trains, again packed
with men singing quietly of sleeping ; some
in the old “eight horses or 40 men »
trucks, others in wagons-lits, all going to
the frontier prepared to face fearful odds.
They were crowded on the platforms of
every large station we passed. We heard
them in the late evening marching along
the road singing the old song ** Hej
Slovany ! ’— Now the Slav ! » 1t was
not a cheerful journey.” : B

The most bewildering and dishcartening
experience in crossing the frontier is to
realize how completely diffcrently the
situation is reported by the newspapers
and wircless of these two countries
Almost everything that is black in Czecho-
slovakia is white here.

The Czech has no .doubt that M.
Litvinoff promised him unconditional aid. |
The Pole reads that M. Litvinofl said that
Soviet Russia would keep out of any;
trouble. The Czech is convinced that the
Soviet Goverament -has given Poland
something like an ultimatum. The Pole
has not heard of anything a tenth so’
drastic. .

This morning again a Polish newspaper
man told us that the British Government
had officially announced an hour before
that they had washed their hands of |
Central Europe. He further said that any.
fighting in the Sudctenland would simply’
be between rival Freikorps, but seemed
not-to know of the mobilization. The]
Czech, on the other hand, is almost con-
vinced that it would be a European war;|
with Great Britain and France on his side..,
Mislcading publicity has much to answer
for in the present situation.

S

Chamberiain’s cflorts for peace can be
appraised. But in many directions there
is evidence of a steadily growing solidarity
of national sentiment that it the British
Government  should decide that Nazi
aggression must be resisted by force of
arms Canada must range herself with the
other nations-of the Commonwealth.
Ministers are naturally gratified by
these signs, and while they are keeping
(heir own counsel about their policy the
impression  prevails that they have
definilely decided to give vigorous support
to Great Britain in the event of war,
There have been rumours of acute dis-
sensions in the Cabinet, but they appear ta
have little foundation, and Ministers who
are strong for wholehearted cooperationt
in war are now much casier in their minds
about (he atlitude of their French
Canadian colleagucs. Herr. Hitler’s per-
seculion of German Roman Catholics has
left a very bad impression in Quebec;
The gross stupidity with which the French
Canadians were handled in-the last War
is not being repcated. The Deputy
Minister  of the Department of
National Defence, Colonel L. R. La
Fleche,is a distinguished French Canadiard
soldicr. There arc more French Canadians
in thespermanent forces than ever before,
while!the militia regiments in Quebec werg
never so strong. i

GENERAL HERTZOG’S
DECLARATION

“ OBLIGATIONS » TO BE
CARRIED OUT
FROM ™ BUR” GWH CORRESPONDENT
CAPETOWN, SgpT. 25

Dr. Malan, leader of the Nationalists,
attempted again in the House of Assembly
yesterday to induce the Government t¢
declare a policy of rigid neutrality in view
of the seriousness of the European crisis.

General Hertzog maintained the atti
tude that Parliament would decide the
country’s cousse of action when. the need
arose, and said that it would be mis-
chievous to make any. premature state
ment of policy. He seemed, however, 1
go farther than in previous statements, fo
after emphasizing that the repeated assur-
ances by General Smuts that South A[riqg
would 'stand by Great Britain were speci-
fically intended to apply.to an aggressive
attack on Great Britain.by which she was
cndangered, he said in-reply to an integ-
jection that he would agree with that “1
only because South Africa was a membe
of the League of Nations.” ;

e would see to it, he added, that when i
became necessary South Africa's obligationg
towards the Lecague would be carried out,
Although he personally still had the greatest
confidence that there would not be war, he
emphasized the need for the utmost discretign
to avoid making the situation graver. 1t was
not for the Governmenl to say anything to-day;
except that they were a free nation with certaip
obligations to other nations, and that if those
obligations developed in the future they would
be carried oul at any cost. ¥

Mr. Pirow. Minister of Defence, sup-
porting General Hertzog, repeated  the
Government’s firm intention of maintain-
ing its. obligations in the defence of
Simonstown, and added in reply to an

interjection that South Africa would keep

South-West Africa and would maintain
her rights and obligations thereto under
the League by force of arms if necessary..

SOUTH AFRICA ANDfﬂiE
BRITISH CASE





