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Eﬁbﬁk{ﬁaﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬂ?‘“ 2014 ”‘X/” “SOLEMN UNDERTAKING . :
s The former German declarations men- P ' y '
tioned in the Reich Note relate principally toN . 8 Q % 9
to a statemenl made by Herr Hitler to a 1 ’ W"/A J ¢ °- et )
. . ; member of the Swiss Federal Council in a 7 .
kXY, - ; February, 1937, in which he said that * al ;
W) X GERMAN ITALIAN '] all time, come what may, we will respect g 10 ’
- ASSURANCES ; the inviolability and neutrality of*Switzer- it
land. . . . T have never had occasion to| g 3 . . o
: take up any other attitude.” The present }f Letters to tlle EdltOl‘
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT h Note may be rfegz\rded Zs solemn written a :
. firmalion of that undertaking, and, as
BERLIN, JUNE 24 | con » s E v
N . German commentators say, leaves no ex-
A"l“SSU"a"C‘C of the RC‘C‘:(’OW"“"‘W";;E ! cuse for attempts to distug,h international g TIIE SOCIETY OF

“will to rccognizé and respeet ih relations in the Tuture by assertions that : -

neutrality of Switzerland,” now that she has | Gc‘;mansy has any ;lﬂcnl!i/ons to l(hc cox:— ¢ . NATIONS

heen released from ali obligations under trary. The Swiss decision lo seek relief {

l(hc sanctions ""“;"5”‘3“5 ol Il\}]cl L::Vahgl\:ﬁ from the sanctions obligations is regarded | i

‘ovenant, is contained i a Note ic s a natural & egSa Y CONS ;

Hareml o Ribbentrop,  the Forcign as a natural and necessary consequence of i

Minister, sent on Tuesday to the Swiss
Minister here. A similar Notc has been
sent o the Swiss Government by the
Jtalian Government. )
The relevant passage of Herr voniy
1

Ribbentrop’s Note reads:—
The German Government have noted wilh
great intercst that the Swiss Government have

—presumably the Scandinavian arc in n

Abyssinian experiences and of * the now
one-sided constitution of the Geneva 3
League.” !

The hint'is not lacking that other States | p

mind—might follow the Swiss example,
but as the sanctions paragraph is regarded ¢
here as dead the question is probably not}

, A NEW NAME FOR THE |

+ LEAGUE .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—A minor change in the usage of
English-speaking nations, small in itself,

b quccessful in their efforls to release them- |/ held to be urgcm. > but possibly at ’
:cclev';s “ftrtym obligations which, in fact, were | %+ By the Treaties of Peace in 1815 the per- al po y altended b.y bc.neﬁcent con_se
lable to endanger the neutrality of Switzer- 1 ¢ petual "~ neutrality  of Switzerland and the | P quences, - would consist in abandoning
land. ‘FThe German (‘xovcrnmlcnl wclcoT}‘q Lhii N {nvixlah‘ilily %f c]"ir l;girlrlgrzx'yl)xe(n'c gluall;?nl@d ‘1‘he term  “ League » and substiluting
result, because they sec in the unconditiona by Austri rea ain, Portugal, Prussia, Society "— o :
majntenance of the ncutrality of Switzerland | ¢ and  Russia. These provisions were con- s 'ééé’ Nlh_c 50‘.”91)' of Nations (La
an important element for securing the peace of | ¢ firmed by the slgnz\l;\\rlcsl of (g\c Trealy of . E’C‘ 1¢ des Nations) in place of the League
" Versailles, in 1919 (Article 435). : of Nations, -One i
L‘!;'{I:Z’C‘ﬁwiss Government can  thercfore Be J The policy of neutrality has been pursued . ne possible .conseqqcngc
certain that the will to neutrality which they | with varying siceess, cver since the conclusion may be named at oncc'.Amc“‘mn policy is
have once more declared will mecet witly a |« . of peace between Switzerland and France in | averse i:mm membership of a League (“ an
corresponding will 1]0 1'cc0gmlic i\nd(_!‘cspccl 1 B 1516 entangling alliance ), but 1 am not aware
(his neutrality on the part of lhe German g i : . . ; ‘
Government. 1 need only refer to the state- | . . R A ,°£ its be‘mg avcrsc'(rom membership of an
ments known lo the Swiss Government, 1!: t THE ITALIAN NOTE v international society. . ‘The change of
which the German Governmen( have expressed . FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT a name is fully s i i i
witle all clarity their standpoint in this con- i - e S ully as dC.S!rablc in the United
Wi I . ROME, June 24 | tates as in the British Empire, perhaps
. ¢ The Halian Government in their Note . more s0. It might Jead to a more pro-
. o Al 5 al - P
THE SWISS DECLARATION |} Lo, the Swiss Government, say that they | d; mising approach, by the statesmen and

The Swiss Government's Note, dated | T are convmccq that the maintenance (_yf of - peoples of both countries, to the whole
May 21, stated :— . ] C Swiss 1'1culral_nyf is an |'m|70rlz§nl factor in S international problem and to the discus-

As your Excellency is aware, Switzerland | 1 the peace of Europe and that lla!y can | di sion of it in a less provocative atmosphe
has always been animated by the cfforts to) ¥ always be counted on to respeet it . Si Ind p nosphere.
continue the policy of heutrality which she has s ' O . ' ndeed the reform of the League desired
made for move than 4(;0 yc;\rs.l :l\nd to adhere | ¢ by many of its friends, among whom your
mosl strictly o the rclevant obl igations con- | ¢ .
taimcd in the Treatics of 1R15." present correspondent wouk{ like to _bc

The Federal decision of March 5. 1920, counled, may. be summed up in the desire
regarding the adherence of Switzerland to the for its dissolution in the form of a League
Jeague of Nations, which was confirmed by and it bi - o
a plebiscite on March 16 of ihe same year, > nd its rebirth in the form of a Socicty,
was ]m:;dc only ﬂfflcr the Lcufg,u'c lCculncil i.‘n the best name for which, were it not.
its declaration of London of Fchruary 13, N .

1920, had solemnly declared that the perpetual !{"‘ iggf;lly atl?f%)r:}:}i;la"ed by 11}050 fWhO ha}’j
neutrality of Swiizerland as an international R - g T : ustifie eir possession of it, wou
obligation for (he maintenance of peace was / Tli‘g 1{}}‘1“50{)‘21"1‘12{ 0‘} 3:&:3;};;)[}‘1’:\;:32: be the Society of Friends. Mc'(;nwhilc
not inconsistent with any provision of the would thu d gk' dred et us be content with the Society of
anlcnali‘l (:1f thz l_]eague. - relationship bclweer:] the rd;:es;_ in Ee hs, Nations. *

The London declaration states cxpressly that and peoples scattered over the face o the o . . N
Switzerland is not obliged to take part in 1 carllsorpto begin with, over some portion ‘The two things, League and Socicly, are
military undertakings or to permit the passage | s A o words the aradual creation widely different, and different lines of
of foreign troops or the preparation of military | y 01'] ]nt i '\l'éoCiCt as the necded ! operation will open out, and be pursued
undertakings on her tervitory. As against that, iy of an Internalions: Y as ) in a different spirit, according as one or the
the declaration - contains nothing releasing I preliminary to the  acceptance by the " other modek is kept § C Th A
Switzerland from participation in the economic nations of a common rule of law. » This it doming s kept in yiew.  Ihe one s
and financial measures envisaged under Article | 1 will _never do as a political League of pro pmlndnlly political : the "other pre-
16 of the League Covenant. o tial ) ics. an arrangement which dominantly human.  As the League now

As_expericnce has shown how unccrtain s | potential eNCMICS, | ot gh I d slands it conforms to the first type, in
the distinction which was thought to-have been | | clearly puts the cart before the horse, an which -the human element is subordinate
made in 1920 between the various measures . can never be other than the * entangling to the. political. it f ¢ é
envisaged in  the  article mentioned, the ( alliance ” which the League has recently oo poiitical, he, reform of it, Whlqh
Federat Council sent ta the League Council | € A own itsell to be.  What will continue 10 ‘ many of us dESqu, consisting precisely in
on AQril 29, 1938, a memorandum, of which [t h 8 Jong .as we persist. in that ! tllp rcver}‘a% of this order. As now con-
the. German Foreipn Office was officially | 5 appen 50 (1]1513[ N aledg a sentence in’ stituted, it is a political League of armed
informed, and in which there was announced | ¢ attempt is well iHustr Y. and sovereign States, * bristling with arma-
the intention of Switzerland, in view of her your forcign news summary for Feb- ments,” 1o b ’L d
perpetual neutrality, no longer {0 take partt |, Tuary 41 “Opinion in Berlin is suspicious & lo borrow ord Allen of Hurt-
in any way in the application of the sanctions } I of the El’ilish overlure for a limitation of WOOd§ phrasq, a League. therefore of
provisions of the League Covecnanl, The li . bren “This is the characteristic- potential enemies, whose chief preoccupa-
1.engue Council on May 14 adopted a resolu- | j air warfare. . 4 political tion naturally takes the form of keeping
tion which ook note ‘of this intention and § . ally unsocial atmude_of armed politica the fighting proclivities of is T
declared that Switzerland could not be invited States in their relationships one with 4t S _members,
to take part in safictions: : . b D (e aliitude of potential enemies. and the armed forces which implement

The Swiss Confederation is thereby relieved { 1 ¢ them, under restraint—a most unfortunate

of cvery obligation from which there could
arise doubt as to its unshakable will to remain
ncotral in all circumstances.

GERMAN STIPULATION

1t is noted with some inletest that the
formula uscd in the German Note is not
“ recognition and respect for the neutralily
of Switzerland,” but for “ the Swiss will
to neutrality.” ‘The distinction is of some
importance, if, as semi-official comment
scems {o imply, the Reich’s undertaking is
dependent on the fulfilment by Switzerland
of a conception of ncutrality embracing
Press and publicity in time of peace as
well as- military deportment in time of
~war, The German standpoint, applied for
the first time in official dealing with a
neighbouring  State, is explained  as

follows : — i distinct from the Foreign Offices, are not nant or social contract, lo -abstain from
The fact thal Swiss newtrality policy, both as | | only rcady bU!_CagCr‘ for the change from either tl}ing. -~ Their approach to one
regards the manner in which jt was handled, s 3 League to Socicty. . another is that of potential friends, poten-
also through the inter-State influences excrted | | R Yours, &c., tial at least, the assumption of each being
on it, was exposed, although ils principles re- | - that t f
muained unchanged, to certain vacillations, is in ! Oxford. not al?;;' Di‘:ler'1§(;19lan011enjyand probably
itselfl cnough to show that neutrality is no \ ackguar ,«lndﬂ)atmtcrcourse may
static condition which maintains itselfl, but one | 1 proceed accordingly.  The bond of union
that must be constantly reinforced by effort ¢ between them - is primarily social and-
of willl and inclination.  The principle n; N human, the political bond, as subjects of.
neutrality demands a mutual adjusiment © the same ing. hi ic
both the countries concerned with the mutual ! o 2n oul rOG:’}rfmmeRl, being,historically,
frontier and a complete objectivity ‘and lack of 1 29 Brow rom that.
prejudice in their mutual relations. J

“That includes also reticence in the expression ¢ ¢ I3
of opinions which might arise from the diflei- | §
ent form of the internal ségime on the other
side of the {vontier. Neutrality must be
mulual, This is not only a matter for the 4

Governments concerned, but rather the politi-
cal principle of neutrality must be reflected in
the deportment of the two peopies who main-
tain or arc expected to maintain the neutrality.

Socicty on these terms is impossible.
To-those who hold these views it is en~
couraging lo nole that the League has been
eminently successful in its social activities.
"It bas set on foot a number-of beneficent
enterprises of a kind which, if multiplied
and extended, might well result in .the
emergence of an International Society.

On the other hand, as a political and mili-'

tary alliance it has been emanglipg * and
a complete-failure.  From which it would
scem to follow that the problem of world
appeasement is not likely to be, solved by
politicians, nor even by experts in pglitical
science, unless they happen o be (which
is not impossible) Bumanists in the first
place and politicians or experts in the
second.
doubt that the peoples of the world, as

At all events there can be little .

preoccupation, concentrated, as-it nceds
must be, on the negative restraint- of
enmity to the neglect of the positive pro-
motion of friendship.

The members of a Socicty,-on.the other
hand, are not thus preoccupied. ~Their
mutual relations are not dominated by the
need of guarding against each. other’s
violence or treachery; norare'they in the |
habit of conducting their common busi-.
ness armed .lo the, tceth. '~ When an

_ Englishman meets an Englishman hitherto
a stranger to him .it.does. not normally
occur to cither of them to draw a six-
shooter nor to look roundfor a policeman
to restrain the other from assaulling him
or stealing his watch. Nor have they or
their ancestors (whatever Rousseau may
have said to the contrary) signed a cove- |






