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THE ITALIAN W AY TO 

PEACE 

BILATERAL METHODS 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

ROME, DEC. 13 
The recognition expressed in The Times 

and other London newspapers that the 
League can no longer be cxpected to fulfil 
the functions for which it was planned is 
quoted with approval here. 

Jt is repeated that the methods of the 
League constitute a danger to peace. The 
,system of automatic mechanism intro­
duced into the Covenant [or the purpose 
of preventing or stopping war, it is argued, 
was more likely to produce conflicts than 
to avert them. Italy has now abandoned 
this svetem, it is said, in order to collabo­
rate )ther and more efTIcacious means 
in the reconstruction of Europe. 

IL will be more suitable and more expeditious, 
writes the TrihulIa. to continue the old system 
of bilateral and regional agreements and the 
development of principles of international Jaw. 
It is c",.tain that any system of collective 
organ ;on of international relations which 
depar, .• rom them is destined to be wrecked 
on the inexorable exigencies of reality and pro­
duce a new and more potent cause of discord 
and war. 

These comments lead one to suppose 
that Italy is not disposed to consider any 
reform of the League or even the creation 
of a new one. I 

Signor Gayda, while emphasizing once 
again the solidarity of the union b<;tween 
Italy, Germany, and Japan, denies that 
there is any idea of making this union into 
the nucleus of a new international society. 

i He professes to dislike the idea o[ the 
world being divided into hostile groups of 
States. To-day, he says, the problem is to 
find a new system of international rela­
tions to take the place of that of the 
League, 

VIEWS AT GENEVA 
FI' • OUR 'LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT 

GENEVA, DEC. 13 
The semi-official German cor)1ment on 

the withdrawal of Wdy from the League, 
containing the declaration that Germany 
herself would never return to Geneva, was 
made . "lown to the Secretariat through 
its pl. .cation in the Press. Of the two 
decisions, the German decision never to 
return and the Italian decision to with­
draw, the former is considered the more 
regrettable. 

The emphatic declaration that Germany 
will not rejoin the League implies that 
Germany will lend no aid or counsel in 
its reform, a task which is now in full I 
progress. But the League refuses to 
envisage a situation in which Germany 
will continue to reject all cooperation with 
the powers within the League for the 
maintenance of peace through collective 
security. 

A number of Italian officials of the 
Secretariat have announced their resigna­
tion. 

WORLD'S EXPENDITURE ON 
ARMAMENTS -

FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT 

GENEVA,DEC. 13 
The latest edition of the Armaments 

y ~~r-book of the League shows that world 
military expenditure has riscn from 
~ I ,450,000,000 in 1932 to £2,400,000,000 
111 1937: .The world naval tonnage built 
and buIldll1g rose from 5830000 tons 
in 1934 fo 6,162,000 tons in' 193'6. 
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, NATIONAL LABOUR 
AND SANCTIONS 

7 ~ I ':;;"l, r. 1, (, 
"THE REAL ALTERNATIVES" 
FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENl 

It was announced in The Times on 
Monday that Lord AlIen had asked that 
his membership of the National Labour 
Group should lapse as he was in complete 
disagreement with the Group's attitude 
towards the League of Nations. This ster 
followed the publication in the News­
Leffer, the organ of the Group, of an 
editorial note which called for a ne\\ 
Covenant based not 'upon the desirabh 
but upon the practicable, and declare,: 
that when sanctions had failed as ~ 
deterrent it would be folly to maintail 
them as a punishment. 

The News-Letter comments on th, 
subject in the current issue:"':"'" 

The Note in our last issue in which we advo 
cated the elld of ~anctions has come in for: 
good deat of criticism, riot \cast from amonl 
mcmbers of the National Labour Group itsell 
It is natural that the present moment should b' 
one of heart-searchings and honest, if temporar) 
ditrercnces of opinion. Our Note, too, was pcr 
haps unduly ~uccind as well as a trifle over 

. brusquely worded. When we wrote ~f .. callin' 
inn' cunctions " we were not, it goes Without sa) 
: ing, thinking of calling them off to-morro\\ 

~ 
The new Prcnch Government, for onc thll1;' 
had thcn. and has still, to show its hand; th 

: cxact moment (lf liquidation is a maller f',lf th 
. Govcrnl11cnt to· dcdde: ·""hat wc wcre- (tYIO)! t. 

ellter our caveat against is the mere driftin' 
on with economic sanctions in' the vague hop' 
that somehow, somewhere, they .will produc 
some result or other. The real alternatives arc 
surely now: (I) to· call otT the present partial I 
clJ'cctive sanctions and scale down commitment 
under the League Covcnant until Ihey do ne' 
exceed what the state of public opinion in thi 
country will allow us to fulfil: or (2) to intensif 
them to the point at "hich they will be rapidl 
and inevitab!y effective-the most obvioli 
method being: clearly the closing of the Sue 
Canal. But, if we choose the latter alternativ( 
public opinion must at all costs be educated u' 
to what it means. 

At present we are fatally disposed to assum 
that all our present problems can be solved with 
out serious risk or discomfort to ourselves. W 

.calculated, wrongly as it proves, that economi 
sanctions, with no serious military threat behin· 

, them, would be sufTicient to cnd the Abyssinia· 
war. They were 110t. For goodness sake le 
us 'not now, in a similarly vague and ovel 
optimistic fasbion, allow our people to sup po, 
that closing the Suez Canal would mean no mOl 

. than a comparatively comfortable, remote, pr' 
fessional war in the Mediterranean. Lct evel 
advocate of a League war make it abundanli 
clear to his supporters and constituents that th' 

'. is likely. (0 be a war in which they. and thc' 
nearest and dearest, will be deeply and if}'( 

: vocably involved. And let us remember th: 
hundreds of thousands of enthusiasts for th 

'. League are still strenuously opposing rearm: 
ment, and even discouraging young men fro I 
joining his Majesty's forces. There is somethin 
to be said for risking another world war I 

I end war at this fifty-ninth minute of the elevent 
. hour, lest an even worse tbing: soon result. BL 

there is nothin!( to he said for embarking (1 

the adventure under the fatal illuo;ion that it ca 
be carried throtJj!h with a bandage over bot I our eyes and onc hand tied hcl~"d our backs. 
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