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THE ITALIAN WAY TO
PEACE

BILATERAL METHODS
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
ROME, Dec. 13

The recognition expressed in The Times
and other London newspapers that the
League can no longer be expected to fulfil
the functions for which it was planned is
quoted with approval here.

It is repeated that the methods of the
Lcague constitute a dangcer to peace. The
system of automatic mechanism intro-
duced into the Covenant for the purposc
of prevenling or stopping war, it is argued,
was more likely to produce couflicts than
to avert them. Italy has now abandoned
this svetem, it is said, in order to collabo-
ratc sther and more cflficacious means
in the reconstruction of Europe.

1t will be more suitable and more expeditious,
writes the Tribuna, to continue the old system
of bilateral and regional agrecments and the
development of principles ol international law.
1t is certain that any system of collective
organ  ‘on of international rclations which
depar.. .rom them is destined to be wrecked
on the inexorable exigencies of reality and pro-
duce a ncw and morc potent causc of discord
and war. . ;

These comments lead one to suppose
that Italy is not disposed to consider any

reform of the League or even the creation |

of a new onc.

Signor Gayda, while emphasizing once
again the solidarity of the union bgtween
Italy, Germany, and Japan, denics that
there is any idea of making this union into

“the nucleus of a new international society.
| He professes to dislike the idea of the
world being divided into hostile groups of
States. To-day, he says, the problem is to

tions to take the place of that of the
League,

VIEWS AT GENEVA
FP ¢ OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT
GENEVA, DEec. 13

The semi-official German comment on
the withdrawal of Italy from the League,
containing the declaration that Germany
herself would never return to Geneva, was
made “nown to the Sccretariat through
its pv .cation in the Press. Of the two
decisions, the German decision never to
return and the Italian decision to with-
draw, the former is considered the more
regrettable.

The emphatic declaration that Germany
will not rejoin the League implies that
Germany will lend no aid or counsel in
its reform, a task which is now in full
progress. But the League refuses to
cnvisage a situation in which Germany
will continue to reject all cooperation with
the Powers within the League for the
maintenance of peace through collective
security.

A number of Italian officials of the
Secretariat have announced their resigna-
tion.
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find a new system of international rela- .
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WORLD’S EXPENDITURE ON
ARMAMENTS

FROM OUR LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT
GENEVA, Dcc. 13

The latest edition of the Armaments

Year-book of the League shows that world
mlhtary expenditure 'has risen from
£1,450,000,000 in 1932'to £2,400,000,000
in 1937, The world naval tonnage b,uill
and building rosc from 5,830,000 tons
in 1934 106,162,000 tons in 1936,

' NATIONAL LABOUR
AND SANCTIONS
| Tunwesr—E%{ Tl
|« THE REAL ALTERNATIVES ”
FROM OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPCNDENT

i It was announced in The Times on
| Monday that Lord Allen had asked that
i his membership of the National Labour
| Group should lapse as he was in complete
| disagreement  with the Group's attitude
Y towards the League of Nations. This step
! followed the publication in the News-
Letter, the organ of the Group, of an
cditorial. note which called for a new
| Covenant based not upon the desirablc
but upon the practicable, and declared
that when sanctions had failed as 2
deterrent it would be folly to maintair
them as a punishment. .

{" The  News-Letter comments on the
| subject in the current issue:—

The Notc in our last issue in which we advo
| cated the end of sanctions has come in for :
{ good deal of criticism, not lcast from amont
| members of the National Labour Group itsell
1 1t is natural that the present moment should b
one of heart-scarchings and honest, if temporary
differences of opinion. Our Note, too, was per
haps unduly succinct as well as a triflc over
| brusquely worded., When we wrotc of “ callin’
il ofi €anctions ”* we were not, it gocs without say
|ing, thinking of calling them ofl to-morrow
The ncw French Government, for one thing
had then. and has still, to show its hand; th
1 exact moment of  liquidation is a matter for th
Goverument to dedide; “What we were trying t
enter our caveal against is the merc driftin
1 on with economic sanctions in-the vague hop
that somchow, somewherc, they will produc
some resull or other. The real alternatives are
surcly now: (1) to call off the present partiall
| cheetive sanctions and scale down commitment
under the . League Covenant until they do nc
exceed what the state of public opinion in thi
country will allow us to fulfil; or (2) to intensif
them to the point at which they will be rapid!
and incvitably cffective—the most  obviou
method being clearly the closing of the Suc
Canal. But, if we choosc the latter alternative
public opinion must at all costs be cducated u:
to what it mcans.

At present we arc fatally disposed to assum
that all our present problems can be solved with
out serious risk or discomfort to oursclves. W
.calculated, wrongly as it-proves, that economi
! sanctions, wilh no serious military threat behin-
them, would be sufficient to end the Abyssinia
‘ war. They were not. For goodness sake I¢
_us not now, in a similarly vaguc and over
- optimistic fashion, allow our people to suppos
. that closing the Suez Canal would mean no mos
than a comparatively comfortable, remote, prc
fessional war in the Mediterrancan. Let ever
“advocate of a League war make it abundantl
_clear to his supporters and constituents that the
tis likely.to be a war in which they, and thc
_nearest. and dearest, will be deeply and irrc
vocably involved. And let us remember th:
_hundreds of: thousands of enthusiasts for th
 League arc still strenuously opposing rearms
ment, and even discouraging young men frot
_joining his Majesty’s forces. There is somethin
to be said for risking another world war !
jend war at this fifty-ninth minute of the clevent
“hour, lest an cven worse thing soon result.” Bt
there is nothing to be said for embarking o
the adventure under the fatal illusion that it ca
be carricd through with a bandage over bot
our eyes and one hand ticd behind our backs.






