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FAITH IN THE | SIx;
LEAGUE |

BRITAIN AND
GENEVA

——

MR. EDEN'S PLEDGE
From Qur Leaguce Correspondent

GENEVA, Jan, 27
The League Council met this cvening
under the presidency of M. Mostala AdIé
(lrap) for the first sitting of its hundredth
scssion. .Thc Council Chamber was filled
to Capacity.  The occasion was used to
review the attitude of the Powers (owards
the League, and through their declara-
tions ran a thread of optimism for the
]f)zlsl:x'g:‘ir[csl(lralxlccil by the recognition of
stakes ¢ : Jimilta-

s o e Lc:;;]uc.mc permanent ‘limita- bl

Earhcr. in the day there had been a N
long scrics of conversations  directed
lowards achicving unity of cxpression in
the speeches that were o follow. To
some exlent this was obtained by an
amicable limiting of the ficld of discus-
_ sion, but even so a far greater dcgrcc of
unanimily was apparcnt than™ previous
slqﬁmcnls had suggested.

1¢ so-called neutrals had ihei -
[crcnqc wjlh Swi(zcrland1 dulslcnlg C(l)flxlc
morning.  The procecedings were private
l{ut it 1s understood that they were far’
from being of onc mind in the dircetion
f forgmg a declaration on Article XV
Only Sweden and Swilzerland insisted on.
the demand for a discussion in‘the Com-
mitlce  of Iwenty-Eight, the others
notably ‘Holland and Belgium, showing,
_rrtl‘f)dcrallon lo an extent which suggested

at they were not actuated by a common !

slicy and that they were obliged rather
lq take account of their own special
rproblem. The burden of their discussion
as o‘f the declaration in the Counci\l b);
M. Spaak (Belgium), was that they could
not consent to be bound by obligations
;vhxch were really beyond their powers of
ulfilment. How this was o be achicved
whether by interpretation or reform wus’
lcfjlw(o I‘E}urc consideration. '

r. Eden, w : '

declaration, szlid:—h—o made the - first

You have referred, *Mr. President
glCt ll];\t this is the hglhd.rcdlhlcx::cdcc(?r(llz lgf t”}:g
ouncil, This fact in itsclf is sufficient to
show that th¢ Leaguc has given its proof; it

*”

Eg: l‘;c rrcu')rd of achievements which should
A orgotien by those who arc morc apt
L contcmplate its failures. Diplomatic suc-
?cqlqce have little news value, while (liplon{q(ic
atlures have resounding consequences wl;icll
continue for long o be heard and felt

. e League can legitimatel g

:!s ac!ncvcmcpls, but %hcrc cag bbcc nlc))l(z)\l(]l(\l':lgE
haog‘g in sl?ul(.mg our eyes lo cerlain cvents
ho czcrl\,gglcllal)lc and however much we
r‘)" deplore them. By the defection of some
ol its more important members the League
is now f:ﬂCcd_ with the fact that the arc:1[’0[
cooperation is restricted and that jts ability

to fullil all the functio i
a ns origina
plated for it s il oub Iy contem-

187
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its achicvements, but there can be no advan-
lage in shulling our cyes lo certain cvents,
however Jegretlable and-however much we
may deplove themi. By the delection of some
“of its more important members the Leaguc
is now faced with the fact that the arca of
cooperation is restricted and_that' its” ability
to fullil all the functions originally contem-
plated for it is thiercby’ reduced.” We are
corupelled regretfully "to recognize the fact,
but his Maijesty’s Government do not think
it inappropriatc ‘at the moment, when they
have to acknowledge' the ‘repudiation in some
quarters of the Leaguc of Nations, to declare
that their faith in the aims and idcals that
inspired it remains unshaken. . ° "0 -

BASIS OF :TRUE ‘PEACE -

The principles on which the League was
founded arc laid down in the Preamble to the
_Covenanl. They are the promotion of inter-
national cooperation and the achicvement .of
international peace and security on the basis
of respect for international law. To those
» principles his Majesty’s Government hold fast,
iand they believe that true peace and orderly
progress and prosperity cannot be Jooked for
in the world unless all nations coopcralc in
some system bascd upon' those principlcs.
We must realize that, in present circum-
stances, the Leaguc is not in a position to
achieve all that was hoped- of it. It was
designed to hold all the nations of the world
together in resistance to war and injustice. It
was born. of the universal desire to avoid
a recurrence. of the horrors through. which
the world had just passed. It was an idca
hailed by all nations as rcsponding. to an
urgent and spontancous ' impulse. Believing,
as we do, that that impulse survives, we can
hope that it will ultimatcly prevail and that
differences will, be nparrowed to, those of
mcthod. . . . .
For this reason it scems to his Majesty's
Government essential, in thesc diflicult times,
to retain what still exists. They counsider that
the League, in' spite of ils'limitations, is the
best instrument which has yet been devised for
giving cfTect'to the principles of international
cooperation, and they are therefore determined
to keep it in existerite, to give it_their {ull sup-
port, and make usc of its machincry and pro-
cedure to the fullest extent that circumstances
permit.  Within the limits which they bave to
recognize they intend to make ‘it as efficient
an instrument as possible, - K

ADAPTATION '

His Majesty’s Government will welcome any
cooperation in the work of the Leaguc which
non-mcmbers may be disposed to give, and
they :do not regard their membership of the
League as preventing or -hindering fricndly
relations with non-members, since they see no
reason why such rclations shouid involve them
in any departure from the principles to which
I have referred. In the meantime they still
‘believe that onc day, possibly with more or
fess adaptation to circumstances, the League
will become the universal organization which |
its founders contemplated. For the present,
if and for so long as other great nations with-

ably restricted. . .

Adtlention has recently been drawn in more
than onc quarter to the danger of widening |
this breach by the advocacy of any- particular

been, and his Majesty’s Government {or their
part arc resolved to do all in their power to
ensure that it shall not become, the home of
any idcology save that of peace through inter-
national cooperation.” Let us hold fast to our
principles il we believe in them, and devote
our wholc encrgics to proving their worth., Let

rather hope that an appeasement may be
achicved that will unite all nations in the desire
once again to find the way of peace through
coopcration. . .-

When that day comes it may be that we
shall unite in finding ncw and better methods
and in adapting or modifying our procedure,
but for the present we must recognize realities,
and our best course would seem to be that we
should continuc to use the instrument that lies
ready to our hand for all the purposes for
which it is fitted, and thus show our faith in
the essential principles on which the League
was founded. ‘ :
The speeches of M, Uelbos, who

affirmed the fidelity of France to the

League, and of other representatives

of member-States, will be found on

hold their collaboration, the ficld of action by |’
the League is to that extent in practice incvit-

system of government. The League has never |-

us not be drawn inte any sterile and embitter- |-
ing controversy withthose who do not think |.
and work with us at this moment. Let us|
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