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MR. EDEN'S I>LEDGE 
From Our League Correspondent 

GENEVA, JAN. 27 
The League Council met this evening 

under the presidency of M. Mostafa Adlc 
(Ira?) for the first sitting of its hundredth 
seSSIOn. .The Council Chamber was filled 
to ~apaclty. 'fhe occasion was used to 
revJCw the altitude of the Powers towards 
t!le League, and through their declara­
}IOns, ran a I.hread of optimism for the 
~tUI e" restrall1ed by the recognition of 

I~ast mistakes and the permanent 'limita~ 
tlOns o,f the League. 

Earlier, in th,e day there had been a 
lon~ senes, o~ conversations directed 
t?wards achlevlllg unity of expression in 
t le ~peeches th~t were to follow. To 
some cxte!ll, ~llIs was obtained by an 
amicable Ilmltll1g of the field of d' " 'b ' , I~U~ 
51On, , l!t even so a far greater degree of 
unanlllllty was aplJarcllt tll ' 
t t an prevIOus 

s ~ ements had suggested. 
f [hc so-called neutrals had their con-
cren~e w~th Switzerland during thc 

mornlllg [he PI"~ d' . I ,'". vcec II1gs were pnvate 
J,ut It l~ understoOd that they were [a; flt?1 b~lI1g of one mind in the direction 

o or<;lIlg a dcclar:lti,on on Article XVI. 
tlnl~ Swedcn and SWitzerland insisted on 
l~lt emand [or a discussion in"the Com­

ml ec of Twenty-Eight thc otllcrs 
notabl~ ,Holland and Bel~ium, showin~ 
~?~~latlOn to an extent which suggested I 

'I, ley were not actuatcd by a common I 

I 
JII~y an~ that they Were obliged rather 

,to, t,lke a~count of their own special 
p'lOb~em. rhe bur,den of their discussion 
<IS 0, the declaration in the Council by 
M. Spaak (Belgium), was that they could 
not consent to be bound by obl' t' 
which w I1 b Iga IOns 
[lfil ere rea Y eyond their powers of 
u ) men t. ~ow this was to be achieved' 

w
l 

l[lether by II1terpre~ation or reform, wa~ 
e t to future consideration 

Mr. ,Eden" who madd the first 
declaratIOn, sald;-

r' YOII, hav? !ererred, ,Mr, President, to the 
C1Ct tI~:llt thl:~ ,IS the huhdredth meeting oC the 

ouncl. 1 hiS ract in itself' ffi' show that tI ' L ' I ,IS ,su IClent to 
has a recorde feagll~ n las gIven It~ proof; it 
not br' 0 aclll~vements wlllch should 

e olgotten by those who ar 
~o cOIHcmpl~te its railures, Dirl~n~~~~e s~~~ 
r,e;scs h:)ve "!lIe news value, while diplom'atic 
c~II1\lir~~e l~~ i;ISOU;ldi;lg clonsequences wl;ich 

'1'1 I lP; 0 le leaI'd and felt 
't I~ ,~e .. gue can legitimately be prou'd or 
; s ac,lIeVc

l
'llIel,lts, but there can be no advan­

age 10 s llI!llllg our eyes t "t' 
however ':eg.'retloblc on(1 I 0 eCI alll events, I I ' . IOwever much w 
ma>: (ep ore thelll, By the deCection of som~ 
?f liS more 11ll1?ortant members the League 
IS no,,: ~aced. With !he fact that the area of 
coopcl~tl~n IS rcstnct,ed and that its abilit 
to, fulfil ,dl ,th<? functions originally conlcm: 10-
pJd{cd for 1t 11; ,h",,·,..hu ..... ,.I .. .-..~~' u, 
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\ Its achievcl;lcnts, bul 'there C,\ll be lio advan­
t:llW in shulting our eyes to certain events, 
however legreltablc and, however much we 
Illay deplo)'e them, By the defection of some 
of its more important members the League 
is now faced with the fact that the area of 
cooperation is' restricted and that its"abililY 
to fulfil all the functions o'riginally contem­
plated for it is thereby' reduced. Wc are 
compelled regretfully 'to recognize the' fact, 
but his Maiesty's Government do not ''think 
it inappropriate 'at the ~noment, when they 
have to acknowledge' the 'repudiation in some 
quarters of the League of Nations, to declare 
that their faith in the aims and ideals that, 
inspired it remains unshak,en. '. 

BA,SIS OF TRUE PEACE 
, The principles on which the League was 
rounded are laid down in the Preamble to the 

,Covenant. They are the promotion of inter­
nation .. 1 cooperation and the achievement ,of 
international peace and security on the' basis 
o( respect for international law. To those 

, principles his Majesty's Government hold fast, 
: and they believe that true peace and orderly 

progress and prosperity cannot be looked for 
in the world unless all nations cooperate in 
some system based upon'those principles, 

We must realize that, in present circum-' 
stances, the League is not in a position to 
achieve all that was hoped, of it. It was 
designed to hold all the nations of the world 
together in resistance to war and injustice. 1 t 
was born of the universal desire to avoid 
a recurrence of the horrors through which 
the world had just passed. It was an idea 
hailed by all nations as responding to an 
urgent and spontaneous' impulse, Believing, 
as we do, that that impulse survives, we can 
hope that it will ultimately prevail and that 
differences will be narrowed to, those of 
method, " 

For this reaSon it seems to his Majesty's 
Government essential: in these difficult times, 
to retain what still eXIsts. rhey consider that 
the League, in spite of its' limitations, is the 
best instrument which has yet been deVIsed for 
giving effect to the principles of international 
cooperation, and they are therefore determined 
to keep it in existence, to give it their full sup­
port, and make use of its machinery and pro­
cedure to the fullest extent that circumstances 
permit. Within the limits which they have to 
recognize they intend to make it as ellicient 
an instrument as possible. ' 

ADAPTATION 
His Majesty's Government will welcome any' 

cooperation in the work of the League which 
non-members may be disposed to give, and 
they do not regard their membership of the 
League as preventing or' hindering friendly 
relations with non-members; since they see no 
reason why such relations should involve them 

! in any departure from the ,principles to which 
I have referred. In the meantime they still 

'believe tbat one day, possibly with more or 
less adaptation to circumstances, the League 
will become the universal organization which 
its' founders contemplated. For the present, 
if and Cor so long as other great nations with­
hold their collaboration, the field of action by 
the League is to that extent in practice inevit-
ably restricted. ' ' 

Attention has recently been drawn in more 
than one quarter to the danger' of widening 
this breach by the advocacy of any, partiCUlar 
system of government. The League has never 

I been, and his Majesty's Government for their 
part arc resolved to do all in their power to 
ensure that it shall not become, the home of 
any ideology save that of peace through inter­
nalional cooperation:' Let us hold fast to our 
principles if we believe in them, and devote 
our whole energies to proving their worth, Let 

, us not be drawn into any sterile and embitter­
ing controversy with 'those who do not think 
and work with us at this moment. Let us 
rather hope that an appeasement may be 
achieved that willllnite all nations in the desire 
once again to find the way of peace through 
cooperation. " ' 

When that day comes it may be that we 
shall unite in finding new and better methods 
and in adapting or modifying our procedure, 
but (or the present we must recognize realities, 
and our best course would seem to be that we 
should continue to use the instrument that lies 

, ready to ollr hand for all the purposes for 
which it is filled, and thus show our faith in 
the essential principles on which the League 
was founded. ' 
The speeches of M. Iiclbos, who 

affirmed the fidelity of France to the 
League, and of other representatives 
of member-States, will be found on 
page 13 
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