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- William Marshall and the Dowager

Surrey scored 345 runs and Sussex 75 for four
wickets at the Oval yesterday ; the West Indies
pul out Essex for 158 and then scored 219
runs in thcn firs{ innings at Chelmsford. (p. 5)
A. D'A, Locke was two holes up on R. A. Whit-
combe after the first half of their golf match
at Coombe Hill yesterday. (p. 6)-

FINANCE AND COMMERCE

In the Stock Exchange yesterday a reaction took
place in Gilt-edged securities and home rail-
way stocks on profit taking, but commercial
and industrial shares continued firm. (p. 19

Sterling was firm against most other currencies;
the New York rate further advanced to
$4.68 5-16. Francs remained al 176 47-64f.
and continued to be sold by the French con-

trol. (p.19)
The gold turnover amounted to £472,000; the
price and premium were unalterced. Sﬂvcr

declined 1-16d. to 19 15-16d. (p. 19}

Bank holiday travel js reflected in the latest
weekly traffic return of the four maindine rail=
ways, which shows an increase’of £606,000
over the corresponding week of last year.
Compared with Whitsun week a year ago the
increase amounts to £125,000, (pp. 19 and 21)

There was an increase of 1.3 per cent. in the
value of daily retail sales during April, com-
pared with the corresponding month of 1938.
(p. 19)

M. MOLOTOFF S SPEECH

It the speech dchvered to the Sov;ct Parlia-
ment by M. MoLoTOFE yestcrday was not a full
acceptance of the last British proposals, it was
not-a flat rejection of them; and there” was
nothing in his misgivings and rescrvations which
further ncgotiation should not be able to remove.
In ‘principle the views of the SoVIET PRIME
MINISTER, as expounded to his -Parliament, are
in close agreement with those to which expres-
sion is understood to have been given in the
British Note of last week—which was itsclf
‘based on the views often advanced by Russian
diplomacy in the course of prolonged ncgotia-
tion. The objections which the Soviet Govern-
ment now make seem to be on points of detail
and of procedure. The Jatest British- proposals,
M. MovLororr said, were a step forward, but
were not yet “completely reciprocal,” and he
added that it had several qualifications which
might make it ineffective.
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ENGLAND, S.E.—Moderate or {fresh 1%-
cast wind; fair, but cloud or fog persisting
locally on ecast coast; becoming cooler inland.

Further Outlook.—Little change. (p. 16)
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TO-DAY’S NEWS
HOME .

General Sir Edmund Tronside has been appointed
Inspector-General of the Oversea Forces, and
General Sir Walter Kirke Inspector-General
of the Home Forces ; both posts existed before
the War, and have been revived with some
modifications. (p. 14)

Licutenant-General Sir Clive Liddell has been
appointed Governor and Commander-in-

(p 14)

The speaker did not specify these “qualifica-
¥ tions,” but he apparently had in mind the
reference in the British plan of action to the
Covenant of the League. The British Govern-
ment, in fact, are understood to have ‘made it
clear that they regarded the general sense of
their proposals as being in accordance with the
meaning and purpose of Article XVI of the
Covenant, which imposes automatic economic
sanctions against a proved aggressor, and makes
it the duty of the Council to * recommend to the
“several Governments concerned what militacy,
“ naval, or air force the members of the League
“ shall severally contribute > to the armed forces
fighting in defence of the Covenant. 1t is clear,
however, that, when they invoked the spirit of
the Covenant, they did not mean to suggest that
the projecled Agreement should be hampered
and impaired by any formality of consultation
with all the member-States which make up the
Council. Counter-action in case of aggression

é{L it Bedre fic goile 7 T=
gvrc red 1o do. In anolhcr passage the Sovis
PrIME MINISTER apparently told his audien
that they must *“ be careful,” for in Britain ™ the)
“is much thought about checking aggressio
“We know the difference between words ar
“acts—but the difference must be notice
“in England.” No one knows it bctt
than this country. There may have been
period after the War when action, herc
elsewhere, was allowed to lag behind go
intentions.  That mood has passed. . T
country was ever more resolute for acti
than England to-day—and for .military acti
if it should prove to  be necessary.
chief of the Russian armed forces has been
vited to come and sec for himsclf what we
doing and are prepared to do. It is much te
hoped that he, and others with him, will act
the invitation. If they tell what'they have «
on their return to Russia, there will be no n
doubters among the Soviet rulers.
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. More Army Changes

The new scries of appointments annou
yesterday arc the - most ' important. since
memorable changes in the Army Council
were made in 1937. In the present cas
cl’xanges of personncl are overshadowed b
developments in organization. ~ The. reviv
the two posts of lnspector-Generals o
Forees, which existed before the War, has
discusscd at various times during rccenl
but with less cause for rencwmg then? the
now arisen. The doubling of the Ters
Army, and the prospective strengthening
Regular Army through the new milit
bring a great addition to the Army’s scale
fresh complexity: to its problems. - Such
inevitably promises to affect the scopc
Army’s role and the training required
fulfilment. Thus, whatever other reasoi
may be for the new appointments, the ex’
alone would suflice to }usufyirthem N

While they are in name s ’
significant difference between™
their old form. In pre-War days the Ir
General of the Overseas Forces was at 1
time G.0.C.-in-C. Mediterranean, a. po
has not been recreated as an accompan
the new office. None the less it is clear
new post gains. much more than it loses
While it includes the inspection of th
forces, it is primarily a home post of m
comprehensive responsibility, coverin
spection and coordination of all trai
parations for all forces, both
Territorial, which may be sent overse
There is fusther significance in the fa
holder is to be responsible for  *liz
“ foreign staffs.” The obvious inference
Inspector-General of the Overseas 1
be the Commander-in-Chief  designe
future “ British Expeditionary::Eor
wide rcputatxon which GENERAL" Sr
IrONSIDE enjoys on the: Comment
least of his qualifications for:the’ po
safely be said that he is the best! kn:
soldier, both at home and abtoad
fanguages is a further asset. “What n
of all, however, is that he should b
commanding personality and drive’:
he has Jong been known. I his stay
has not been long, And lhe permd o

Chief of Gibraltar,

in Chelsea, will he

must obviously be immediate in order to- be
P LT P I/’ ,
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ST Iminuies on Junc 19 durmg an
wal air raid precautions test. (p. 1)
- Parly conference at Southport yes-
scussed the movement’s atlitude to
ization of the Defence Services and
Isory military service and national
service. A resolution approving
jon in steps to sccure civilian pro-
as carried by a majority of over
(pp. 7 & 14)
conference of the Manchester Unity
Fellows al Scarborough yesterday
a recommendation of the directors
1bers called up under the Military
Act should be excused from the pay-
their contributions for the period

raining. (p. 7)
on calling on cooperalive societies
rtedly to support the policy of

. securily and the rule of Jaw was
it the concluding session of the
ive Congress at Margate yesterday.

Flower, Deputy Ilecper of MSS. at
ish Museum, cxpressed the belief
y that three pages of MSS. in the
- are the handwriting of Shake-
(p ’/, ;
ess Royal, Colonel-in-Chief of The
cots, visited Aldershot yesterday to
medals to men of the 1st Battalion.

of ¥ ~t, presiding yeslerday at the
court . governors of St. George’s
, said that the arrangements made
he Seplember crisis cost the hospital
3,000. (p. 1D)

n in trade and a decline in employ-
n 1938, caused by the uncertain
n situation and the slump in
., are analysed in the report of the
/ of Labour for last yecar, published
(p. 8)

(ry Commissioners, hcaded by Sir Roy
yn, the chairman, are now making
nual tour through some of the 360,000
f forest which they have cstablished
)19 and are increasing by about 30,000
year. (p. 10)

il Trading-Standards Association yes-
adopted new rules providing’ for
¢ descriptions of goods offered for sale
nesty in comparisons of reduced and
| prices  (p. 11}
g striy . by coloured lights is to be
it Croydon to assist pilots to land in
p.9)

Dr. F. A. Iremonger, lately Dircctor
gion to the B.B.C., has been appointed
f Lichficld. (p. 14) '

AL A..0 FOREIGN

ig and Queen lelt Victoria, British
bia, yesterday, for Jasper, on the first
of their journcy castwards. (p. 14)
toff, the Sovict Foreign Minister, an-
d yesterday that the Anglo-Russian
itions were continuing but stated that
insisted on her own point of view and
wn conditions for full mutual defensive
tces. (p. 14}

at of a breach in the French Socialist
was averted by two compromise
ions adopted at Nantes yesterday.

for the Rumanian Chamber arc being
-day under the new Constitution, which
only one party, the National
sance Front. (p. 13)
an nomads’ need of pasturage is thought
the causc of scveral raids by Outer
slian forces across the frontier of
wkuo. (p. 13)

achester Whitsuntide race meeting was
yesterday. (p. 4)

_The same point arosc in 1936 when  the
Governments of Moscow and Paris negotiated
their Treaty of Mutual Assistance, which still
retains  its  full validity. That Treaty was
designed 1o form a specific and practical assump-
tion of obligations already incurred by both
parties, in general tcrms, under the League
Covenant. Each State undertogk to go ** imme-
“ diately ” to the help of the other il either
should be attacked by another European
country. The Protocol of the Treaty stipulated
indeed that the Council of the League should
be consulted. But it was made abundantly clear
in the clauses of the Trealy itsell that delay by
the Council in reaching a unanimous decision
was not to be permitted. to delay the action of
the victim of aggression in defending himself
or of his ally in coming (o, his assistance. The
actual procedure contemplated by the Covenant
is by this time quite discredited, though the
principle and intention which inform it are
accepted as absolutely sound by the majority
of nations. They desire, not to revive the old
League in all ‘its details, but _to revivily _and
'rlkﬂge_llraclicul the system _of international
cooperation which it stifl represents. -
X1 the Tast meching of the Assembly of the’
Leaguc the representative of the Soviet Govern-
ment strenuously upheld the validity of Article
XV1, and it would hardly be consistent therefore
that the same Government should now charge
the British Government with too much devotion
1o it. But the difference of view, if it reaily
exists, cannot be more than a matter of inter-
pretation, which should be easily capable of
adjustment, Equally adjustable, \it may be
hoped, arc other differences which M. MOLOTOFF
may have had in mind ; for with most points of
his speech there will now be general agreement
in this counttys Thus he accused democratic
countries Cof having “previously abandoned
“ collective security ™ and of baving made a
trial of appeasement. It js true enough, no
doubt, that the failure of the collective system
inn the case of Abyssinia exposed its weakness
as it was originally framed; but it is in fact
being reinstated in a more limited and
therefore more practical form. ~ As for the
method of -appeasement, so called, there is
even now no intention of ruling out the
possibility of the settlement of all differences
between nations in {he end by consulta-
tion. The primary purpose of thc series of
defensive Pacts upon which the British Govern-
ment have entered is to fortify, not to abolish,
diplomatic ncgotiation. Apparently M. MoLo-
toFE would like to sce the Baltic States added
1o the number to whom guarantees of independ-
cnece are being given.

M. MoLoTorF himself spoke favourably of the
possibility of renewing trade ncgotiations with
Germany, while at the same time maintaining
that the Soviet Union “ stands unrescrvedly for
“the union of all peace-loving Powers to curb
“aggression.”  What is there in all this to
prevent agrecment from being rcached between
the British, Soviet, and French Governments ?
Perhaps the greatest difficulty is still psychologi-
cal. M. MoLoToFF declared that the Soviet ** in-
“ gisted on perfect cquality,” and was cheered for
five minutes when he said so. 1t is inconceivable
that a great country like Russia should be
trcated on any other footing. * We must be
“careful to remember Stalin’s warning,” he
is reporied to have said, “not to allow
“ ourselves to pull other people’s chestnuts

“out of the fire.” But MR, CHAMBERLAIN
showed point by point in  his recent
specch in the House of Commons that

Russia was not being asked to do a single thing
that we oursclves for our own part were not
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comparative restfulness should have been 4
uscful refreshment for the fabours that now
await him. His departure provides a similar
opportunity of recuperation for - SIR CLIVE
LippELL, who as Adjutant-General during the
past eighteen months of reorganization has
borne a heavy strain. - o

To fill GENERAL LIDDELL'S place in the
War Office. SiR RoBERT GORDON-FINLAYSON is
brought back from Egypt: he has the reputa-
tion of combining intense power of concentra-
tion on the task with sympathetic consideration
for others, which is not a common blend. The
other big new post, that of [nspector-General
of the Home Forces, is to be filled by SIr
WaLTER KiRkE, whose exceptional vigour is

attested by the fact that three years of great

activity in the War Office appear to have left
him untired. His responsibility will be to waich
over the basic training, as contrasted with
GENERAL IRONSIDE’s responsibility for " the
higher training, of all troops at home, and, in
particular, to be the foster-parent of the new
Militia. It is likely to be observed that his
appointment to a ncw post at sixty-two, and to
a less extent that of GENERAL IRONSIDE at
fifty-nine, seem to_indicate a reversal of MR.
Hore-BiListA’s past policy of reducing age-
Jevels. But cach of the officers in question
happens to be an example of the proverb that
a man is as old as he feels. The calendar is
a safe guide to the general, but not invariably
10 the particular.

The North.—Wést Frontier

Turbulent priests, or at lcast preachers, have
regularly  troubled the peace of the North-
Western Frontier of India. In the days when
that fierce and able Italian, GENERAL AVITABILE,
governed Peshawar for RANJIT SINGH they were
arthorn in the side of the Sikhs. In most of the
frontier expeditions of the last two generations
some : Fagir or Mullah has been among the
chief fomentors of trouble and the stubbornest
teaders of the resistance. During the operations
of the last three years in Waziristan a preacher,
the Faqir of 1pi, has been our most obstinate
opponent. He began his militant career when
the British authorities at Bannu, on the edge
of the * unadministered” or tribal area, con-
victed a Wazir for abducting a Hindu girl from
administered territory.  This injustice, as he
deemed it, moved him to raise an armed band
and attack the troops. His force was dispersed ;
but he continued to preach resistance among
the Wazirs and Mahsuds; and in 1937 the
normal garrison of Waziristan was increased
from a strength of 25,000.Regulars and irregu-
lars to a total of 37,000 men. Major hostilitics
ceased at the end of the year, but there was a
good deal of skirmishing in 1938, and through-
out the carly months of this year two important
Wazir clans, the Toru Khel and Madda Khel,
were still in revolt and were still being blockaded
by the Army and Air Force. It was not until
last month that they gave hostages and promises
of good behaviour and disowned the FAQIR, who
is now a fugitive near the Afghan border. Some
hostile tribesmen remain in the field, but it can
fairly be said that organized resistance has
ceased. .

Now that serious fighting is over, it is inevit-
able that the frontier policy of the Government
of India will be subjected to a fresh examination
by the military and political experts. Between
the Durand Line, which marks the frontier
between the Indian Empire and the independent
Afghan kingdom, and the districts directly
administered by thg g%cmmcnt of India
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