
CONCESSIONS TO 
ITALY 

SHOULD "SANCTIONS" BE 
ABANDONED? 

BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY 

TO TI-]£ EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,~ Your leading article .. The Time 

Faefor" wisely calls for thought upon pro~lcrns 
of defence under the new conditions of Rpccd. 
j n Germany and elsewhere these new conditions 
have been thoroughly studied. The Militiir­
lVochcnblatt, the leading German military organ, 
dwelt upon them as long ago as September, 
1932. 

NoL less needful is thought upon the present 
dimensions of what used to be called" diplo­
n.latic 1> problems. Those of your corre­
spondents who extol" the old diplomacy" and 

a advocate gracious concc&sions to Italy in the 
uf matter or "sanclions" seem to be as thought­

lessly glib as arc the soldiers and pacifists who 
talk of the" next war" in terms of the War of 
1914-18. .. Sanctions" cannot be made the 

a! 
d 
he 
J5- subject of concessions, gracious or otherwise, by 
ill anyone member o[ the League. Under Article 
~~ XVI they followed, albeit haltingly, upon the 
he designation o[ Italy as the aggressor, that is to 
rs. say, as a violator of Article XIl of. the Covc- i 
he nanl. Surely il is for the League Assembly to 
'.ill say whether the breakdown of Abyssinian re-
.ill sistance, and the means by which that break-

down was brought about> have now made ( 
pt .. sanctions" useless Of inexpedient; and 
5h whether, in any event, it is prudentIor members 
'ct of the League to encourage future aggression by 
'f granting impunity to a present aggressor. 

These mallers arc of wider dimensions than 
in those in which the" old diplomacy" was wont 
Ih to work. Nothing less than a decision upon the a 
or worlh o[ collective security is involved. H H! 
o[ collective security be worthless-as the simplc A, 

dropping of " sanctions" would make H appear (~i 
,dy to he-the question would arise of finding ph 
en another basis for British foreign poliey both ]vf 
!r- towards Europe and as a concerted course of 111& 
~rt action among the members oE the British 
ht. Commonwealth. spI 
![s All the Dominions belong to the League. .to} 
ay Unless I err alt of them have supported our ar_ 
[cy declared policy-that aggression shall not be CP 

an allowed to profit the aggressor. Simply to drop so 
or passively to accept the dropping of .. sanc-

~ng tions" against Italy would slullify this policy. h; 
The League Assembly /nay or may not think it la 
wise to continue indefinitely the ·mitigated A 
economic pressure upon Jtaly which .. sanc- tf 
tion5" represent; but if the British Common- at 

est wcaHh is not to surfer humiliating-and, 
possibly. disintegrating-defeat. it seems clear 

ad that any change of League tactics must be pre~ 
lal ceded or accompanied by more than onc ueH­
rc, nite decision. Of these decisions the first might 
he be to withhold any recognition of the Italian 

conquest in North-East Africa. Another 
ke might be an undertaking that no member of the 
ac League will granf Haly financial assistance in 

any form, or share, directly or indirectly. in 
.,f, loans Of credits designed to relieve the Italian 
'K exchequer or to cover the cost of .. developing" 
;~ Abyssinia. A third and most important slep L would be for those members of the League who 
U oppose aggressive war to declare, jointly and 
e severally, tha~ alt their financial, economic. and 

military resources will henceforth be used 1n Battali 
concert against aggression. moveD 

T( and when these things were done. the argu- aty, ~ 
tnenfs for and against the dropping o[ present ment 
" sanctions" might be considered 011 their fan1· 
mehts. Unless and until they arc done the is 
dropping o[ "sanct.ions" would be equivalent la~ 
to the dropping of collective security. There 
is reason to believe thal the armed anti-war 
forces of the world arc still-even in Europe­
superior to the war forces. Potentially, the 
anli-war forces arc vastly superior. But if thi 
superiority be not organized. the peace 0 
Europe will be at the mercy of any stron: 
aggressor who, having thought out the bcarint 
of the speed factor upon modern warfare, ma) 
seize and hold the advantage of the initiativ€ 
Hence the importance of not putting a prcmiun 
UpOIl future aggression by making gracious, tha 
is lo say, weak, concessions lo ltaly now. Till 
Leaguc may havc lost. the first rounu in th 
struggle against war a<; an instrument of nation~ 
policy. But surely, Sir, it is too early for j 
backers to throw up the sponge. 

1 am, &c., 
l~onJon, June 2. W[CKI-IAM STEED. 
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