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V LADlVOSTOK IS NOT particularly 
notable as a city. It sprawls, In 
Asiatic fashion, across the hlllB 

that 'klrt the Bay ot Amur. Down at 
the waterfront, where eastern Siberia 
runs into the Pacific, there arc signs of 
progress. There is a modern breakwater 
and dry docks-the handiwork ot the 
Soviets. During the summer months one 
can find there a nondescript fleet ot 
freighters unloading nondescript car­
goes ot oil and tea and loading up with 
soya beans, timber and fish. For most 
of the year, however, most ot the city's 
100,000 Inhabitants go their way as 
Indifferently as the population ot a 
thousand other cities of the Imperturb­
able East. 

Yet· many observers belleve that Vla­
dlvostok Is just around the corner from 
a place In the sun. And this fame, if 
and when It comes, will be a result of 
the fact that this city stands as a mark 
of the fulfillment of the ambition of one 
world power and as an obstacle to the 
fulflJlment of the ambition of another. 

Vladlvostok, to Russia, Is the symbol 
of three centuries of successtuI "<,pan­
slon and stands today as the port for 
the vast Soviet hinterland ot eastern 
Siberia. To Japan, it is a symbol of the 
tact that there Is a point beyond which 
Japanese· expansion on the Asiatic 
mainland' cannot go. Russia does not 
propose to give up her territory. Japan 
shows no Sign ot giving up her dream. 
But until one or the other surrenders, 
the horizon ot the Far East Is likely to 
continue to be shadowed by clouds ot 
war. 

Those clouds tor a year have ap­
peared to be ot SUbstantial stutr. The 
puppet kingdom ot Manchoukuo has 
been abrisUe with Japanese troops. 
They have guarded the rallroads, 
marched and countermarched through 
the towns, undertaken frequent forays 
against the pestering bandits and are 
kept in readiness for an emergency. 
The Japanese, with an eye for strategy 
as well as trade, have turned to, with 
pick and shovel, to Improve old roads 
and build new ones. One new railroad 
is just being completed and another Is 
on the way. The first runs from the 
Manchoukuo town of Tsitslhar toward 
the Siberian frontier and the Trans­
Siberian railway. The second runs trom 
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the coast ot Korea to the Manchotikuo 
capital of Hslnking (Changchun). No 
one denies-least of all the Japanese­
that this latter road wlll greatly in­
crease the ease with which Japan can 
move troops into Manchoukuo, just as 
the former wl11 greatly increase the 
speed with which they can be concen-

. trated against Siberia. 
~ ~ ~ 

Across the frontier there Is just as 
much sUrring. Two years ago; the 
Soviets suddenly developed an Interest 
in the colbnlzation of eastern Siberia. 
Ever since, a steady stream ot settlers 
has poured from western Russia Into 
this undeveloped empire. They have· 
been carefully chosen settlers, recent 
graduates, most ot them, ot the Red 
Army. At strategic pOints along the 
Trans-Siberian, huge warehouses have 
gone up and huge supplies of war ma­
terials and foodstutrs have gone into, 
them. There has been a slow but sub­
stantial Increase In the Siberian air 
force of the Soviets, an Increase that 
can be multiplied over night. Moscow 
boasts one alrplane factory that can 
turn out 10 fighting ships a week, For 18 
months .that factory has run full blast. 
The ships it has turned out are at the 
disposal of the torces in the East. 

It is this busy preparation on both 
sides of it that makes the Manchoukuo­
Siberian frontier one at the world's 
most dangerous boundaries. Russia has 
defied Japan to cross It, Japan Is un­
certain whether-Or when-to risk a 

crossing. Each appears to be sure that 
it wl\l be crossed. Back of al1 the telnts 
and passes between these powers lies 
a long history of rivalry and suspicion. 

~ ~ ~ 
On the Japanese side the story begins -

with the Slno-Japanese war. That was 
in 1894. The Japanese won, to the sur­
prise of everybody including themselves .. 
As a reward for winning they followed 
the best western precedent and took 
over a few bits of Chinese territory, In­
cluding the Liaotung Peninsula, the 
choicest quarter ot Manchuria. To the 
west, and particularly to Russia, this 
sudden ingatherlng on the part of the 
Japanese had an unpleasant look. Con­
sequently the powers, with Russia tak­
ing the lead, "strongly advised" Japan 
to hand back the territory, Japan, en­
raged but prudent, handed It back. 
Whereupon, having allowed a scant 36 
months to elapse, the Russians moved 
into the same territory and appropri­
ated it for themselves. The Russo­
Japanese war In 1904-1905 settled that 
account. 

That war ousted Russia trom the 
Llaotung Peninsula. But It did more 
than that. It put an end to Russia's 
Asiatic expansion and gave a start to ' 
the Asiatic expansion of Japan. 

The Russians began their eastward 
trek across Siberia In the sixteenth 
century. By the time the first American 
colonists were establishing themselves 
in Massachusetts, they were already 
setting up trading posts on the banks ot 
the Yenesei River. This eastward' push 
continued until it reached the Pacific­
with Russian pioneers sending furs back 
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from their frozen wilderness along the 
6000-mlle road to Moscow. 

In the end, Russia worked herself into 
the good graces of China and, by de­
vious methods, secured a wide variety o~ 
special prlvlJeges in Manchuria, There 
she built two rallroadS: the South Man­
churian, which connected Port Arthur 
at the tip of the Llaotung Peninsula 
with the Trans-Slberian and the Chinese 
Eastern, which provided the Trans­
Siberian with a short-cut acrOSS north­
ern Manchuria to Vladlvostok. By 
means ot the South Manchurian, Port 
Arthur and Dalren were to be the year­
round Ice-free ports tor Siberian com­
merce; by means ot the Chinese East­
ern, Vladlvostok was to be made more 
accessible as a military and naval base. 

Japan, as has been stated, brought 
that dream to an end with the war ot 
1905. But the issues involved in the re­
lations between the two powers were not 
settled. In fact, those relations have 
somewhat worsened since the Soviets 
came to power. For one thing, Commu­
nism and the Communists have given 
the Japanese a good many uneasy mo­
ments during the last 10 years. Public 
opinion In Japan has been convinced, to 
its own satlstactlon, that a good many 
of Its "red" troubles have been tomented 
with the direct aid of Moscow. 

Moreover. the Japanese have not 
relished the Soviet policy toward China. 
Once the revolution was over in Russia 
the Soviets turned up, forthwith, In 
China as Intercessors for an oppressed 
people. Japan, by the propagandiSts, 
was given the role ot chief oppressor. 
Before long It looked as though Russia 
would win, by good win, the place In 
China which Japan had tailed to win 
by torce, (Continued on Page 14) 
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