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TWHAT IS° WRONG WITH

The Obsgerhey

LONDON, SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 1936.

RECRUITING ?

TERRITORTALS IN
TRAINING.

—————am

I TASTER CAMPS:

FRANCE., GERMAN

Faster is the season when Citizen
Soldiers throughout the country go into
camp. Among male citizens of fit age, and
mostly with votes, the Territorials are the
exemplary minority who keep up the Swiss

-
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Twice Nightly, 6.30 and 9.

END THEATRICAL
REVOLUTION!

OCHRAN’S £25,000 REVUE,

.LOW THE SUN.)”
EHOW! SAME GREAT STARS!
r HALF PRICE. .
76, 9 _pm. 36 to 10/6, Inc. tax.
Temple Bar 6404.
its., To-morrow & Wed., Sat., 2.30.
DOMINANT SEX,
1Y 500,000 PLAYQOLRS.
BEST PLAY ([7th MONTH),

| accepted liability. for service abroad. They

whi, 2525,) .
MORROW, Weds., & Suis., 2.30
& THAT JACK BUILT.

m, Jimmy James, Frank Randle.

3. Smky. Evgs., 8.30, Wed., Sat,,
i TO-MORROW (EASTER MONDA
LT IREVES IO oL AR S

.

EVGS, at 625 & 9.

2.30.

ideal of competent patriotism. They are
free men who not only seek real training
for home defence but have voluntarily

form -our only national military reserve
behind a sadly depleted army.
* * #

For many a foolish year now this dutiful
manliness of the Territorials has received
little notice and less thanks, They have
worked without public encouragement, and
despite ludicrous deficiencies of equip-
ment. ~Their ranks are much below their
statutory strength, though that strength on
the lowest estimate ought tobe doubled. In
all these circumstances itis no wonder that
the Territorials going into camp are not
far more numerous. —Tlhe admirable
wonder is that they do it at all.

# i *

Their example tihis Easter
national attention to the common problem
of the Regular Army and its Civic Reserve
under the voluntary system. On all hands
that problem is now admitted to be grave
and urgent. Recruiting, whether for the
Army or the Territorials, is in a bad way.
What is wrong cannot be put right unless
public opinion itself is roused to get a plain
grip of facts and remedies,.” " T

compels

“THE WORST OF

(By J. L.

British policy this Easter finds itself
shambling and splashing in a quagmire
where it will soon be sunk to the neck and
over unless its steps are reversed. There is
0o exit from this muddle but by abandon-
ing the theory that all bogs, as well as all
roads, are good if they lead to Geneva. The
spectacle presented last week by that sorry
substitute for a new Jerusalem was among
the least edifying and hopeful in its history.
The French reply to the German proposals
s i elaborate fiasco. Prdctical niegotia-
tions With Berlin are fobbed off until Mid-
May. They will never be brought to suc:
cess by procedure through the League. The
Locarno Powers are in acute dissension
about Italy as well as Germany.

I.
THE MADNESS TO BE STOPPED.
Worst of all, on a British initiative which
seems to us far madder, than March_hares,
ik Threat of oil-sanctions_against Ttaly has
Geon Tevived. Nothing could be better cal-
ctilated to thwart those chances of an early

wise have been particularly promising; and
to protract the misery to the utmost. Nor

emsenne

i ik

The needs of the Regulars and the
different. As regards the professionals,

a matter of finding time.

" # #*

Territorials.

Citizen Force are equally pressing. Other-
wise the two aspects of recruiting are quite} the

is mainly a matter of finding money. As
regards the Volunteers, it is as essentially

Take first the question of time and the
They are not out for more
pay. What. prevents large numbers . of

does the mischief end there. An accom-
plished Ministerial journalist, often inti-
mately informed, writes from Geneva, in

sor.

war in the Mediterranean.”
* o K 5

Ethiopian settlement which would othes«y.

. “ Daily Telegraph” of yesterday, that:
it|the alternatives are capitulation to the
Duce or enforcement of a ban on Italy:—

“'The first involves an admission that the
collective security system cannot prevail:
against a powerful and determined aggres-
The second [the italics are ours]|.
involves positive action which may lead to

ot
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ting time to attend drills and camps. In In V‘{hat paradise 0} Stal’lf folly are @he’ lbr\‘ﬁ;;"
this connection the public-spirited action dreaming? Such a ¢ war in the Mediter- jicely &
of LoRD ROTHERMERE and other em-|ranean ” would precipitate general war and :

P

Adele Dixon. Alhene Seyler.
Nicholas Bannen. Charles Heslop.

[\OLISEUM. Tem, Bar 3161, Weds, Sats., & Bast, Mon,, 2.30
o Tvenings at /.25 and 9 p.n,
WTWENTY YO ONE.”

THE SIDI-SPLITTING MUSICAT, SPORTING I'ARCE.

H

_Toﬁébvl'ﬁ’.";;‘rov;;I’?:i;éc"")”-"l“qo_\f‘,”pxQi}fs@w—m o5 | ployers who grant a fortnight's extra holi-| & world-smash. 1If this proposition were B /

. 0 b, 1 A o0, . BPrl,, 4000, . ol . . . . . 1 1 N g

C NS B P BRTORVANGES. day to those of their employees who join | put before the country, it would instantly| botﬁogfli
i

DUSTY ERMINE,
LEONORA CORBETT, DAVID HORNE, WILTLIAM FOX In
Neil Grant’s Grinping Comedy Drama.
" 'rlri_urjgm}rg\{ﬁn(}OOD.":—_EvcniEg News.
CRITERION, Thurs, next, 815, sub. 8.30.
{Whi. 3844.) 35l Mat., Sat. next. 2.30, then Tues., Satb,

the Territcrials and attend summer camp repuydiate the policy and destroy MR. Bavp-1 game |
is an example which, if widely followed, | WIN'S Government. The f‘.‘?ﬂ?ﬁgk}ﬁ?e;vf’ | interest
and we refuse to doubt it, will be of jncal- | Geneva seems to have become thé'#ost |in retur;”

culable service to the nation. fatal of ‘all the influences adversc,10 pe«gggw(‘fmds b

MARY CLARE in ] ) 'and provocative of war. - g -lt‘ninkab
AFTER OCTOBER, e A # e S oo the cou
by RODNEY AGKLAND. But another point is important The * BALDWI
(vArlﬂ‘Hrh ‘]ONE»S‘ . N * . ) -Y t b . _t h k 1‘1'1 d .{t 't 1 [
DAIr;,S, BAKER, Peter GODE piana BEAUMONT. | right type of recruit for the Territorials wat gg,g:g;%l m?gflgrt\c;nz e;ou c:;rxnlgt t:f\ 12& \ C;ei;zeeibg
LY’S, (Ger. 2157.) BVGSE. . WED., SAT., 2.50. Y H TS s’ f B

: a P rrow. 2,50, ’ want: real Citi | . ‘ p 4

Exra e S TAN s 1o be a real Citizen Soldier and not al-; ‘step fowards any kind of sane European the nex

dressed-up sham. He will not join unless! readjustment—until _the Ethiopianw.sen- | pat¥iod
he has facilities for attending his weekly| fiict Jis brought™6 an end "ori"'a'rk))asis 'tég'ﬁ-—ﬁ?éék‘w‘
evening parade and some week-end camps Sigtent with - Ttaly's position as a *Great | T
pesides the annual trainings. Employers Power decisively successful in” armos. A :
should see well to it that these facilities are i‘%tﬂfﬁgen%g’::eto Egvﬁacg‘fgnm ;ﬁi&g‘é‘f; IN::
granted; and that qbstacles are not put 1| wocked by a fatuity of misjud’gment. The'i i
the way, as sometimes happens, by sub-|terms now would have to be less favour-1 It is
ordinates with a narrower view of business | able to the Negus and to the broken | questic
and a poorer public spirit. {|“ empire” of the Amhara over that large | full m

2 % " Fthiopian majority of other races whom' asmlgtel,
Financially, the first principle is that the. ‘&r}:ﬁ‘z ha%’ﬁen?emra}vﬁ)f ﬁae‘élgrrri:él sctlilﬁnie‘;(s) *ggsegl’ !

presents KENETH KENT
as Napoleon in
ST. HELENA.
by R. C. SHERRIFF and JEANNE de CASALIS.
Produced by HENRY CASS,

SR UGHESS, Cathoripe-sireet, W.O2. TEM, Ber 8243
EVGS., 8.30. MATS, THURS., SAT., 2.30 (Smoking).
EMLYN WILLIAMS in his own play

NIGHT MUST FALL >
MAY WHITTY ANGELA BADDELEY

« Wi HAVE NEVER SEEN AN AUDIENCE
MORF THRILLED AT A THRILLER,
MORFE AMUSED AT A FARCE. OR MORE

o —The Bystander.
DUKE OF YORK'S. {Tem, Bar 5122.) Smoking.
Evenings, 8.30, Mats. Wed. and Sat.. 2.30.

:

NEWCOME. CABM L. MAR RS Territorial shall not be out of pocket as|favourable the longer that settlement ig | more 1
GHILDREN, TO BLESS YOU! now for serving his country. Thatldelayed. . = | Europ¢
__"_’},Tf’l‘lck“,“?'_“‘“‘,‘fw-,C‘?,"_CFA?‘E‘,‘“,“VCT"’,:E‘EL* hindrance to recruiting is far yet from |5 - ,,,,,,.w,,w«”’” o] struety
Y MBASSY, Bves. 15 Thare, Sat, 250 Primrose 221L | yein e fyily remedied, th h S nr? T "*w.».I«I“' . Tasting
W ENGLAND EXI:E(GTS—" i _g hy remedieaq, 10;1gh recent ion— ) o ; e
.~ By udgar Mid teton, cessions have gone some of the way. ast OIL-SANCTIONS AND WAR-TALK B
TAIETY. LESLIE HENSON, ; ; : : L
G HILDEGARDE, LOUISE BROWNE, FPREL EMNEY, but not least, the notorious and even AGAIN. : Herl
RICHARD HEARNE, ROY ROYSTON grotesque lack of efficient modern equip- : propos

There have been bitter squabbleé behind | as they
the scenes with some rasping exchanges in prejud
public. MONSIEUR FLANDIN demands, that | that, ¥

SEEING STARS.
» MUSICAL COMEDY WITH A KICK IN IT."—S. Times.
+ 'Fvgs., 8.15. Mats. (}ieduged’rPArmcsl. ‘Y\{ed., Thu,, 2.30.

’(_;;Arinii;kfsfw. Mats, To-mor,, T, S, 230, Tem, 8713,

ment must be made good. Dull training
spells poor recruiting.

T st MO ROLLS. & ] * the British. Government shall face what obscur
__OATHLEEN_NESBITT. HUGH MILLER. he calls the logic of its own policy—that part @

raEEE i};rzlf)lz‘zﬁlo;fnﬁéniir(nntg - Reguéar Sanctions shall be ‘applied both to Ger- | Insteat
: - gent concern, ut| many and Italy or to neither. A few short,| ferred
a simpler issue. As we said, it is a plain|months ago, some Ministerial journals in a“Bl‘é"‘l!
matter of money. Take the vulgar details | this country were arguing still that if Sanc- praetil
as they concern men’s lives. The private tions were successful against the Fascist | Disary
soldier, in addition to his keep, receives 14s. | State, they could be used later against the tha? b
a week, By stoppages for necessary ex- Nazi Reich. But for this bright idea, the | prebel

. . ; . coercion of Italy would never have been | world
penses—clothing, washing, hair-cutting,| sttempted. Neither France, nor Soviet | teeth.!
and the like=this sum is reduced o some- | Russia, nor the Little Tntente could have the w
thing between 10s. at the most and Bs. at|been brought into line.. Now MR. EDEN Russié
ihe least. How can you have satisfactory rejects indeed the stark insapity of. Sance in thei
recruiting on these terms? They do not to obt

fﬁg@s“'agi-linsp”'Ggrmany, but clings to the
compare 100 favourably with the scales of | hopeless policy “of "trying "to_ coerce Ttaly g-ur?r]%]\
unemployment, assistance. o

at the risk of Mediterranean whr and the tn 2
gl

# * ® Yugo-

The key of the recruiting question for rd

world-smash! ™
- s ::"*“*”*
‘name
the Regular Army is a substantial rise in| sharsh
! i Austr,
pay. Next to this comes the need for en- from.
larging widely the excellent work of the
Vocational Training Centres in fitting men

G_LOBE, Sha(teshurﬁ-avenue. Gerrard 1592.
Evgs., 8.15 SHARP, Weds., Thurs., and Sats. 2.30.
FAY COMPTON and OWEN NARES
in Dodle Smith’'s New Comedy.
«CALL IT A DAY.”
with MARIE LOHR
A BASIL DEAN PRODUCTION.
« ANOTHER DODIE SMITH TRIUMPH.
A CERTAIN SUCCESS."” —Evening standard,
TTAYMARKE TIWhi, 9832 EVENINGS, 8.30.
I{Am"\ry{.%bu, THURS, ong 2 NTURDAY, 8t 2.30.
STORM IN A TEACUP.
by JAMES BRIDIE & BRUNO FRANK,

SARA ALLGOOD. ROGER LIVESEY.

“AN ENTIRELY DELIGHTFUL JEST.
THE MOST AMUSING PLAY OF 1936. —telegrart.

‘I_iippobnoms. Ger. 3272, Tyenings, ab 8,15 pam.
Mats,. Thurs. Sats, and Tasier Mon.. 2.30.
15 in * PLEASE TEACHER! "

BOBBY HOWE

Vera Pecarce, Wylie Walson, Bertha Belmor
A B R T ,,,._.,,-....m...q\_m_p .

ﬁf{MAJESTv's. Whitehall 6606
EvE 2.30.

« An Englishman,” says the pungent old
Turkish proverb, * will burn. his bed to

| catch a flea,”

5. At 8.30. Matbs. wed. & Bat..
Extre Matinee To-morrow. at 2.30.

IVOR ISABEL VIVIEN
NOVELLO JEANS LEIGH
in
THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE.

By CLEMBENCE DANE and RICHARD ADDINSELL,

»
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The FOREIGN SECRETARY feels

Based on MAX BEF&EQHM:E‘LSQV, . A > " : ! ( 1
i{(m;.'s. (Riv, 3911 AL 8. Thurs, Sab, 2.50. for civilian jobs after leaving the service. | obliged in the peculiar name of the League | catior
DIANA WV AR o Another and a lively aid would be the pro- to use peremptory and even minatory Tan-| chiefl
Frank Altenby, Harbiey Powtr. Prices 64. to 65 vision of a smart walking-out uniform for|guage such as British policy mnever has an}?‘;{
(THEATRES continued on page 10.) every Soldier. addressed before to any Great Power with %V tlhc“‘
(VARIETIES and PIGTURE THEATRES, page 10-) e " " which we were even nominally at peace. otn”
S His speeches last week reiterated ~ the |~

s

In the armed world of to-day freedom | words * must ” and i diately.” Iti
ROITWICH SPA L . 9% s Atat immediately: is a
DROTIVIE . 2 without strength cannot stand. - We must| disastrous vocabulary for the interests of

WORCESTERSE I[RE “find the money required’ to “fII' up the|peace whether local or general. The British .
BRINE BATHS HOTEL || Regular ranks-and to expand largely the|spokesman denounced the Italian use of
* Quier, Comtort o Qi || oppitorial Force. Neither aspect of the|poison-gas. The thing Is unutterably hate-

Telephone and Telegrams: L - be shirked furth ful. The conflict was bound to be intensi-| In

oo Vroitwich & . - ;ecruli:{}g qu_es"u(r)ln Ca; n(:oi lihgn 1‘)1; ﬂ? Z fied to the utmost when the Hoare-Laval ﬁalgr

T DRESSES y public opinion an € proposals were wrecked, What on earth | henc

in x;fz“ ?ﬁg&s}zfnilgkgs, isrxlclﬁ}(ﬁnthI}pIi‘nSiEi leaf Government, if the voluntary system of | else did the British Government expect? coul¢

i TR e T Sy S seeiom || national defence s 10 e this| The way to put an end to all the horrors | fevel

T ODIAN, OB 8. 54, Cookridge Street, Leeds. country. was 1o bring the struggle itsell to a speedy;| tion.
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- BREAK ? = s e meney sy e\ P WORLD: WEE
BY WEEK.

Leopold von Hoesch.

The GERMAN AMBASSADOR died sudd
on Friday at the untimely age of fifty-
No diplomatist of our time had 2 hea
to him. He d

eve of an election could produce. There

S GI{OIGE is only one thing to be said about it If
. the German proposals were defective, thel

French proposals are impossible. They do

- ?Iot1 sergougly’ pretend to e anything else.
e . Ialf the document in terms of League
PE A_OE-]\I AI{IN G’, - logic negatives the German thesis at every
point. The other half is an excursion into

cloud-cuckoo-land. Tt contains the counter- thing to do than fell

scheme of what are called “peace Pro- and did it well. Quiet, accomplished

L'SANGTIONS. posals.” They are rather an electioneering | suave, he was the very man to sooth:
. prospectus. They are & fantastic farrago raw and ugly temper that crossed
Rhine from both sides. He went to

— ¢ v‘*, “of “the most hopeless oxaggerations. that
/‘;_ iy | have beg{x pre:itched a‘i an}{) tirrée by imi at the worst phase of Franco-Germa
\ D T L7 tica zealots in th e ' | feeling in 1991, It was in large me
A DA 1 ‘ , | practicable ots 1 ,eaue_r}vamevq eeling g

AND 1 ASI\LRN % \| the League. " |'due to his historic good sense an
I._) F L e feeling that the atmosphere changed
e : « . e : that of the Ruhr occupation in 19234
'1~he present mab of Turope is 1o l?e signature of the Locarno Treaty in

stercotyped for twenty-five years. For that | ppe rRESEMANN-BRIAND spirit owe

eriod all revision of the territorial lines to him. It is mon tr oy
BOTH \VORLDS 25 D ablished by the war-treaties shall be |y last ,“’g":r' o o 1;5 uefmc'
¢ forbidden., For the same period, it is pro- 13 t‘;S ycf“rw 0 gf & th L
— vided that plaintiff nations-like, Germany, srfmzh e;e " e S? ute e e passing ¢
' Austria, and Hungary-<though they are not | of the 0es men of our tme.
expressly mentioned—shall be kept under [ Britain and Geneva.

A week of increased confusiol
ushered in by another House of Cor
debate on foreign policy- ‘What

ARVIN.) armded rest\rl\z]xint. And how is all this to
i . . be done? ithin the common framework
lose as the Duceg—and this 1s certain—was | of the League there is to be 2 series ©

pen prepared 10 do. “What about : ;
yishian. siroeies?” asks MO SR s o comes |Gl mnts IS G e
I . (5. .
* oy K * g K proposals in front of him an kne
Trench proposals were about to be

| . .

Mr. EpEN tells Italy, in elfect, that she At the head of this system there shall be,

¥must’” stop the war},/ and stop it at once, if you please, & new paramount authority, He knew t.}?t Ttaly Kgd qggsedﬂ’té

72 This, needless to say, was regarded | the European  Comunission. Superseding | 2 op}iom lon in d-y551 13&
Geneva as a renewed threat of oil- | the authority of the respective States thatﬂlta y was, anlm }speIr:sad,e 1%
nctions. We are even told that they will concerned, this body, ruling over Wess the LOC"‘%}“O tﬁ.ks . ho;;x on
\ mooted next Thursday—while most 0 tern and Eastern Iurope alike, shall Geneva. Yet 1D 18 spelec c e reve
% Cabinet is on holiday. What tone | b€ conveniently operated by a majority his old emphasis ubon the | Offﬂen,f‘r\‘,
\lkwld be more certain to frustrate its pur- of two-thirds of its members. The States Ig;agél; ;rrxlc(l)r g;’fnﬁ;&‘{c e g?gfég;b‘y
ha: to prolong the slaughter; and to doom. oy ery real issue that faced him.

‘ot is left of the Ambhara « empire,” for manently mgmtam military, aerial, and
sich neither Britain nor-any other coun- naval forces,” 10 be held at the disposal of | colonies and Mandates. .
¢ really means 1o fight? Addressed to a the Commission. Tt shall thus be able tol " R N c LAIN O
mat and proud nation in arms under a | exert its authority at need by * Sanctions R Npvinie CHAMBERC t‘o ‘
' who is among the most determined reaching as far as force.’ Where there is made, at any rate, on® ;;e?fm 11‘0 >
any nation—Germany i meant, though not | o the Government’s behall, A3 -

d inspiring leaders In modern WStOLY, mentioned——whose natural strength might ‘&he ger}ergally prevale’r}t f?ith in
¢ superiority complex,” he did twr

ts methgg of high-handed’challenge ant. |3 a danger to we ker neighbours the
g s & He distinguished between color

mrnons has beer g vice and bane and oo ments of that nation shall be articu
ightof the Sapctionist mania {from the p -| mandated Jerritories. British colc

sinning. It began with a light-headed larly limited. o Ctieh . ¢
Ztnble on the assumption that SIGNOR * oy ¥ Eﬁ;‘g?thg& }gisgi?,oe; k\)l%er;loi}lwgvgoi
39 SSOLINI Was bluffing and that his blufl On these lines, in a word, France and | suggestion D entertained. Manda
ajuld be called. Soviet Russia would be ensured of a per- | tories are not Britain's to give up

alj _ manent dominance in and over Europe League makes 1O provision for a
2 111 through the * Xuropean Commission,” | 1t is well to have at least one thin
whereon a ruling two-thirds majority

TQ\AN IN’TERlM BALANCE-SHEET! would be ensured to them by the votes of The French Plan.
ojAt this rate the political situation in | those smaller nations who arc the most| Paris published its memorandun
t will become worse 55 sutely as the obstinate 10 clinging to the letter o_f the | nesday. In Part L. it reviewed ev:
Mitary situation»of the NEGUS and his war-treaties and resisting any change in the March 7, and combated the Gen
Uptley * empire.” The fmain strength of status quo. : ment about Locarno and the Ri
ife British Fleet will remain Tocked up. at : ) Part 1L outlined & system of
i)ﬂje’vfurthcdr Fend of the Mediterranean. VI. fﬁlmPe :I;OY twder%tyi)ﬁv‘e‘ Yeﬁgi-am
‘hitain an “Prance will remain at logger-|, « ——— nerein eemed 10 e“ac
. ads. Germany and Ttaly will draw |; IT CANNOT GO ON LIKE THIS. gional unit.” The central purp
Lhzgether. Our “naval “situation in the|! The French proposals are already dead, maintenance of the territoria
tediterranean, the highway of the British and not only that.‘They“h'a{f'e' been damned for twer}ty-ﬁve years, secured b
ralmpire, will never again be as safe as it}aswellas Kkilled by the devastating ridicule of machinery first proposed in t
Protocol of 1924, The whole

ces,d been since QUEEN ANNE. :

-

in which Paris has vied with Berlin. These | T 1Y )
s ' - .+ |ideas may be cummed up as ' collective within the League. Mutual
LY - * R | security " gone mad. But once for all they agalnslt_taggresslorg.tsr%%(g‘?Edism
Renewed talk of oil-sanctions causes in- show "the ‘British’ Government and the|d itary COMTY o
hiasing dissension  among the Latin- BI‘ltlSYj& people what 18 implied by, the im- machinery proposed.
DAL LI B Fata X P 3 P 4lnnd yrrrmaaibin Aot ” e s ke N :
! ‘ * pie S ﬁuene.ol 901?; EUI;{&T. R e 78"»"579""&“9“"’ WBuMa A
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e tamv e e T o1 wanen £aris nas vied with Berlin. 1nese
—_— ideas may be summed up 2s ¢ collective !
BB security ” gone mad. But once for all they agains

show “the British” Government and the
British people what is implied by the im-
possible logic of that:rumbling jargon—
sounding and hollow as a drum. ‘

¥ 4 ¥

renewed talk of oil-sanctions: causes in-
asing. jdissension among the Latin-
ierican nations. Tcuador has ‘already
Jken awa%r and two others at least are
ely to follow. -

* Thus far this affair might seem rather
farcical than tragic. Not so. This case is
another example of the manner in which,
at Geneva, as never before in the world’s
annals, the mingling of hopeless hallueina-
tion with tenacious obstruction prompted
by disguised self-interest—if gauze COVEr-
ing nakedness can be called disguise—pre-
vents at every turn the work of true states-
manship; and now tends too plainly at
every crisis to shuffle or plunge from bad
to worse. The methods that killed dis-
armament would kill world peace, too.

* gy K

*fom Soviet Russia and Rumania—for
.h of whom Abyssinia is a pawn in the
me by - comparison with their own
erests—we could get oil-sanctions only
return for calamitous commitments of all
uds Tastern Lurope. They are un-
nk e. They would be repudiated by
s country. They would bring down MR.
1pwiN's Government, There we must
we an unprecedented imbroglio to its
velopments one way or the other during
o next few days. Unless these incredible
stheds are altered_thé""s‘équéI"‘r‘n_ﬁ's"c”lﬁe_thé
ea ;5 of the League as it now exists. |

77| Geneva now provides unique facilities.
for thwarting common sense. It helped
directly to bring about the worst conceiv-
able results from its own<point of view in
Manchuria and China. Jn the same way it
has bedevilled the Abyssinian question to
the utmost. But for that this African war
—originally provokeéd by Abyssinia acting
as a ‘bad _neighbour and counting on im-
punity ad a member of the League==would
Fave been localised, limited, and ended long
ago. Instead, you have the direst conse-
quences for Abyssinia. proper; the most un-
pleasant difficulties in Egypt; the aliena-
lion of Ttaly; the advantage of Germany;
fhe increased disturbance and jeopardy of
Kurope from end to end; the climax of
rearmament. T e e
T e * gk

IV.
IN CHANCERY AND NO ISSUE.

It is the same with regard to greater
restions. They have reappeared in their
11l magnitude as a result of the whole
nister process of widening disturbance set
p by Sanctions. The League as now com-
sed and manipulated tends. more and
ore to become a_portentous “dbstacle, to
uropeafi resettlement and to every con-
rifetive "policy, for the maintenance_of
sting peace. '

AR Y Mt

Herr HITLER, for instance, has made his
roposals. ' Last week we examined them
s they demand—fairly and coolly; without
rejudice and without illusion. We showed
hat, with all their fatilts, omigsions, and
bscurities, they offered a basis—or at least
art of a basis—for serious’ negotiation.
nst~ 4, HERR HITLER finds__himself re-
or. to Géheva—that'is, to an intermin-
bre 1§B§fiﬁﬂ1'6f’i)’fb“c‘édﬁf‘é"ffb'r’n' which no
\Fdctical §olution can cver emierge. So the
Yisarmiament Commission sat “for more
han ten years, until its objects were "com-
srehensively frustrated and the whole
vorld was armed, or re-arming, to the
ee France at once prepared to invoke
he aole paraphernalia of the League.
Russia and the Little Entente did the same
n their strenuous and even desperate desire
:0 obtain, under the Covenant, a general
suarantee of their own territories in East-
arn Europe. In addition, the three nations
of the Little Entente—Czecho-Slovakia,
Yugo-Slavia, and Rumania—seek in the
name of the  League to perpetuate that
harsh domination over their neighbours,
Austria and Hungary, which they derive
from the unrevised and unmitigated war-
ireaties of seventeen years ago. The
British Government encourages the invo-
cation of Geneva for other reasons, but
chiefly as a means of supporting that mystic
and misty principle of * collectivé gecurity”
whichrio‘one on earth can define in' terms
both practical and desirable.” "7 7 :

- V.
‘ THE FRENCH LEAGUE-PLAN-—
L “ CLOUD-CUCKOO-LAND.”

‘ In the swing of an electioneering cam-
| paign "to be decided three short weeks
i hence, the French Government at least
could mnot wait. They set themselves
lfeverishly to draw up their own justifica-

tion and their own project in retort to

* gk

And but for the name of the inadequate

League—which at present speaks for only
three Great Powers out of seven, and dis-
cordantly” even. for the three—it would
have been unthinkable for French states-
men, even though belonging to a weak
Government and amidst the temptations
and embarrassments of an electioneering
campaign, to put forward, in an earnest
hour p_;oposals which waste time, spread
confusion, and throw back every practical
pirpose: g - I
_ It cannot go on like this. The coming
megcapable question is whether a League
which can only speak for three Great
Powers out of seven shall revise its Con-
s.fmv‘g_lit»iorl_and_ic_hange,_itsmmethdds ‘or_break
up " altogether. ~ Without reconstruction
froth top to bottom under the terms of a
deeply modified Covenant, it cannotsurvive.
As we said, there is no possible exit on
present lines. On existing conditions Ger-
many will not rejoin and Italy will not re-
main. On the other bhand, the large
majority of the League will never accept
Herr HITLER'S idea of isolated treaties of
non-aggression instead of more positive
security by wider compacts of mutual
assistance for defence.
. In these circumstances it is as clear as the
sun that the British Government, if it
means to make any practical progress at all
with the causes of general peace and safety,
will have to work for some time outside
Geneva. With respect to Italy, France,
and Germany alike, we shall have to return
to the more sober and confidential methods
of diplomacy during the next few months
if the League itsell is to be saved—or
peace either,

FruLoCol 0L dvst. i1ne wnole 1S L.rameo.
within the League. Mutual assistance

t aggression, specified in detail by

a_ military commitment, 18 the main
machinery proposed.

The Conflicting Cases. f

German opinion gave as prompt and as

whole-hearted a disapproval to the French
proposals as French opinion gave to the
German proposals exactly a week before.

Trom London to Geneva.

The League’s Committee of Thirteen met

in Geneva on Wednesday. It did one good
thing. France had demanded a formal
meeting of the non-German Locarno
Powers to-‘-establish ” Germany’s default.
Britain had resisted that demand on the
main ground that it invited trouble. . In-
stead, the Committee of Thirteen gave the
opportunity for an informal meeting of the
Tocarno Powers at Geneva. The distine-
tion on this occasion between formal and
informal talks had its importance. It left
the doors open. The Locarno Powers
decided to put questions to Germany about
her memorandum, France reserving her
discretion on the question of Germany’s
Rhine fortifications.

Conciliation and Oil.

Tn the doctrine according to Mr. EpeEnN

oil has again belied its proverbial use on
troubled waters.  Since Wednesday the
Committee of Thirteen, whose theoretic
business it is to encourage the bhelligerents
in Abyssinia to make peace, has been:
speculating upon the chance of an armis-
tice. An armistice is the first step towards
peace. An invitation was to be sent to Rome
in that sense and an answer invited—by
when? April 21 was favoured by France.
That day happens to be the anniversary of
the foundation of Rome. A good date for
the purpose. Alas! Mr. EpeEN fought
M. Franpin and contrived to have the
date altered to April 16. Mr. EpEN also
contrived to make some threat about fur-
ther sanctions, to encourage Italy! The
immediate result is hope deferred by a
stingless threat.

The Further Prospect.

The result is, indeed, still more deplor-

able. Where finesse was needed, the old
crude . issue was again emphasised:
whether to parade the failure of Geneva’s
collective system, or to invite war in the
Mediterranean? It is the better part of
diplomacy to evade, not to court, danger.

Disfranchising the Native.

We cannot pretend to congratulate the

Union of South Africa on disfranchising
the native vote, Nothing can be done about
it, but the fact remains that Cape Colony
only came into the Union on condition that
ihe natives retained their political rights,
and th:se have now been abolished.

GENERAL SMUTS has assented to the HERT-

zoc policy, but without enthusiasm; MR.
“HoFMEYR, another member of the Cabinet,
voted against it “ whatever the political

consequences to myself.” A courageous
act that will not be forgotten.

The Viceroy’s Farewell.

Lorp WILLINGDON has made his last
speech at Delhi. The departing Viceroy is
able to look back on a difficult, but success-
ful, term of office. He leaves India more
peaceful than he found it, and conse-

quently more prosperous and happy. For |

such favourable omens as attend his suc-
cessor and the new Constitution which he
is to inaugurate, some at least of the credit
must go to Lorp WiLrncpon’s proved tact
and patience.






