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The SPEAKER took the Chair at a quarter to
o'clock.
The Huddersfield Corporation (Trolley
shicles) and the Kingston-upon-Hull Coi-
wwation Bills were read the third time.

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS

Mr. LLOYD, Under-Secretary, Home
Fice (Birmingham, Ladywood, U.), replying
Mr. Saxpvs (Norwood, U.), said that all
:al authorities in the United Kingdom had
en asked to participate in air-raid pre-
utionary schemes within  their areas.
urteen  authorities had  informed the
overnment that they did not propose to
aperate.

Mr. LLOYD, replying to a supplementary
estion, said that there were over 1.600 Jocal
thorities, and only 14 at present had said
at they would not cooperate. In the past
larger number had taken that attitude, but
the jast few months we bhad witnessed a
ogressive dnd increasing movement among
cal authorities which had previously said
t they would not cooperaie in realizing
=ir responsibility to the population. (Cheers.)

DEFENCE FORCES

EXPANSION ACCELERATED
EARL  WINTERTON (Horsham and
orthing, U.) asked the Prime Minister if. in
:w of the growing gravity of the European
d Far Eastern situation, any further steps
»uld be taken to accelerate the expansion of
¢ defence forces and the provision of ade-
ale munitions and supplics.

Mr. BALDWIN (Bewdley, U.) replied: —
=ps are being comtinuously taken, including
¢ development of plans for still further im-
oving the organization of supply and for
celerating the expansion of the defence

member. 1 understand also that the results
of the working of the Queen Mary so far have
met the Cunard White Star Company’s fullest
expectations, (Cheers.)

A SISTER SHIP
AGREEMENT “IN PRINCIPLE

Mr. DAY (Southwark, Central, Lab.) asked
the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether any
negotiations or conversations were taking
place with his Majesty’s Government at the
present time regarding the construction of a
sister ship to the Queen Mary; and would he
give particulars.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN.—I have received an
application from the Cunard White Star Com-
pany for authority to use the sum available
under the North Atlantic Shipping Act for the
construction of a sister ship. After careful
examination of the company’s reasons, I have
agreed to this in principle, but 1 have reserved
rights of further consuitation before any con-
tract is signed. The company have obtained
preliminary tenders {rom ~varjous yards, and
I understand that after considering them they
are negotiating in the first instance with
Messrs. John Brown and Co., Limited, the
builders of the Queen Mary. As 1 have pre-
viously stated, the choice of builder must be
a matier for consideration by the company on
the relative technical and commercial merits
of the case.

BUSINESS NEXT WEEK

Mr. BALDWIN, replying to Mr. ATYLEE
(Limehouse, Lab.), said hat the business next
week would be:—

Monpay.—Supply ; Committee. The Vote
for the Unemplo»mem Assistance Board would
be considered.

TuesDAY.—Supply ;
Office Vote.

WEDNESDAY.—Motion to approve the Cen-
1r931 (Coal Mines) Scheme (Amendment) Order,

Committee.  Foreign

THURSDAY. —Report and third reading of the
Air Navigation Bill. Motion to approve the
Cartle Industry (Extension of Period) Order,
. ’:I'h.e_business for Friday would be announced
ater,

On any day. if there were time, other Orders
might be taken.

FOREIGN POLICY
MR. EDEN’S STATEMENT

The House went into Committee of Supply,
Sik D. HerBerT, Chairman of Committees
{Watford, U.), in the chair.

On the Vote for the salaries and expenses of
the Foreign Office,

Mr. EDEN, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs (Warwick and Leamington, U.),
said :—1 moust make it clear at the outset that
the Government welcome this debate. {Opposi-
tion laughter.) They welcome it as affording
us an opportunity to make plain the attitude
of his Majesty’s Government 10 a number of
problems which at preesnt confront the League
of Nations, upon some of which the League
will have to take decisions towards the close
of this month. In a later part of my speech 1
wish to deal with other international problems,
of no less importance than those which will be
discussed at Geneva at the end of the month,
which confront us,

But I would like 1o begin by attempting to
I put the statement of the Government's policy
in respect to the future of sanctions in its true
perspective.  (Cheers and counter-cheers.)
Ever since the Italo-Abyssinian dispute began
until now the Government have taken their full
part in collective action. (Opposition cries of
““ No ' and Ministerial cheers.) About that
there can be no dispute. (Opposition laughter
and cries of ** Hoare-Laval.”) Certainly jt may
be argued that collective action should bave
been more thorough or more complete, but
nobody can deny that in the action which has
been taken his Majesty’s Government have
played their full part. We have no intention
of departing from that principle now. On the
contrary, we shall continue that practice, and
collective action remains our aim. In conse-
quence we shall continue to take our fuil share
in any decision which the League of Nations in

ite Accoamhliv at the and af thic manth mav

in fact done, and that in conseguence the
sanctions, which everyone knew could not
operate at once, would produce their effect
and assist thereby 1o obtain a settlement. In
any event, I ask the Committee 1o remember
that there was a very good reason for the
League to enforce the sanctions—the particular
ones they chose—because with an incomplete
membershxp they were the only ones they could
impose, and which by their own action alone
they could hope to see effective. (Cries of
“ Qil!™) Oil could not be made effective by
I eague action alone,

Mr. PALING (Wentworth, Lab.).—What
did America say ? (Interruption.)

Hon. Members.—Order, order!

Mr. GALLACHER.—This is not a Sunday-
school,

Mr. EDEN.—The fact has to be faced that
sanctions did not realize the purpose for which
they were imposed. The ltalian military cam-
paign succeeded. The capital and the most
tmportant part of Abyssinia are in Italian
military occupation, and, so far as I am aware,
no Abyssinian Government survives in any
part of the Emperor’s territory.

LEAGUE AND AGGRESSION
JUDGMENT

NO QUESTION OF REVERSAL

That is a situation which has got to be
faced. (Cheers.) It is a situation. which
nothing but military action from without. from
outside the country, can possibly reverse. Is
there any country prepared to take such mili-
tary action 2 Or is there any section of
opinion in this country prepared to take such
miljtary action ?

Mr. McGOVERN (Glasgow, Shettleston,
ILP The Labour Party. (Laughter.}

Mr. EDEN.—Those are the hard facts of the
situation, and 1 submit that no member of
this Commitiee can escape from facing them
if he is willing to_appreciate. the full problem
with which the Government is to-day con-
fronted. (Cheers.) 1 suggest that thase facts,
unwelcome though they are, do bring us to
one definite conclusion—that if the League is
to attain the objective for which it origmally
set out, then it has to be ready to take measures
of an dllogether different character from those
applied hitherto. To use plain language, it
is plain that if the Jeague means to enforce
in Abyssinia a-peace which the League can
rightly approve, then the League must take
action of a‘kind which must inevitably icad to
war in the Mediterranean. (Cheers.) No man
can say that such a war would be confined 1o
the Mediterranean, (Cheers.) 1 have no
reason to think that the League favours such
departure or such action. 1 have no reason
to believe that this country, upon whom the
greatest burden of such a.war must fall.
desires it either. (Cheers:)

Though the League has not availed to pre-
vent the successful accomplishment of a viola-
tion of the Covenant, the Government do not
regret, and I do not believe our fellow-
members of the League regret, having made
the atlempt. We have in common applied
all those economic and financial measures
upon which general agreement could be
obtained in the hope that action would bej
effective. We ourselves proposed virtually all
the most important. These are the motives
with which we did s0. and in that respect
we have nothing 10 apo]omze for and nothing
to retract. There is no question—I must
emphasize it—in our view of the judgment
passed by the League last autumn on the act!}
of aggression bem«' either modyﬁed ori
reversed. (Cheers.) i

WITHDRAWAL OF
* SANCTIONS ©

Now 1 come 1o the steps to be taken at the;
next meeting of the League. The League, the!
Assembly of 50 nations there, will then have to .
review the whole situation, of which this
question of sanctions forms only a part. We,
cannot tell what will be the views of the;
various Governments represented there, but |
his Majesty’s Government, afier mature con- !
siderati~= on advice which 1 a= Sorcign Secre-
tary bt it my duty to them, have
come .€ conclusion that 1 is no longer |
any utuity in continuing these measures as a
mcans of pressure upon laly, ‘

Hox. MeMBERS.—*' Shame !
* Sabotage ! 7 and

T Resign! ™
It is most disgraceful.”

| pmbablc

dlﬁ'ercnt parties in the House as to where they
should sit. That has been done in this Parlia-
ment. Theése seats have been assigned to the
Labour Party—(Opposition cheersy—and for
other members to insert themselves in those
seats and to interrupt debate so as to give an
impression either that those interruptions come
from this side or that there is dissension in our
party is something that is not calculated to
give a reasonable chance to the right hon.
gentleman who is speaking and to preserve
that decency of debate which we desire. 1
suggest that that is entirely contrary to the
wishes of the House, and that those hon. mem-
bers should withdraw to the part of the House
to which they beldng, (Opposition cheers.)

LIEUT.-COM. AGNEW (Camborne, U.).—
On z point of order. As one of those members
who is sitting in a seat not usually occupied
by those of my political views I should like
to give a word of explanation. When certain
interruptions were made more loudly than
usual from these benches when the right-hon.
gentleman was addressing the House I ventured,
perhaps usurping  your functions, /to say

“ Order, order.”” It was then that I noticed
that the demonstration against hon. members
sitting on these benches began. 1f it should he
your ruling that I should withdraw from this
seat 1 am willing to do so. (Hear, bear.)

Mr. R. J. TAYLOR (Morpeth, Lab.).—
Further to that point of order. May I draw
your attention to the fact that Labour members
are standing under the gailery on this side in

numbers equal to those who are occupying
their seats. < (Opposition cries of * Yes,
standing.”™)

Lijeutenant-Commander Agnew and other
members then vacated their seats amid derisive
Opposition cheers, and the seats were imme-
diately occupied by Labour members.

The CHAIRMAN.—When a member rises
to put anything to me in regard to.a point of
order it is only right that I should take note
of it. The Committee wiil permit me to do so.
1 wish to do it in this way. 1 have no power,
nor has any occupant of this chair or the
Speaker's chair any power, to order any mem-
ber either to sit or not 1o sit in any particular
place. There are not only the customs to which
I have referred but there is a custom which we
may take 10 be an absolute rule in regard to
members reserving seats. Outside that 1 have
certainly no right whatever to interfere with
members as 10 where they sit. 1 think hon.
members in all parts of the Committee will be
acting to the common advantage of the whole
Commitiee if they do not shorten the already
short time available for this debate by any
unnecessary points of order or any unnecessary
interruptions. (Ministerial cheers.)

THE MEDITERRANEAN

GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES

Mr. EDEN (continuing).—There is another
aspect of the events of the Jast few months to0
which I wish at this stage to draw zattention
and in respect of which 1 wish to make a
declaration on behalf of the Government. The
members of the Commitee will perhaps recall
the fact that last December exchanges of view
took place between his Majesty’s Government

i“and the Governments of certain Mediterrancan

Powers as a result of which certain reciprocal
assurances were exchanged under paragraph 3
of Article 16 of the Covenant. Papers were
laid at the time. JIn brief. the effect of the
assurances we gave was that we assured certain
Mediterranean countries that we would come
to their aid in the event of their being attacked
for action which they were taking under
Article 16. It is the view of the Government

! that this assurance given by this country should

not end with the raising of sanctions but should
continue to cover the period of uncertainty
which must necessarily follow any termination
of action under Articie 16. Therefore. should
the Assembly at the end of the month decide
to raise sanctions his Majesty’s Government
intend, with a view to'making their contribution
10 establishing confidence in the regions con-
cerned, to state at Geneva that such are our
views.

1 need hardly add that the Government re-
gard any such eventuality as thosc assurances
covered not only as hypothetical but as im-
{Opposition laughter and interrup-
tion.) I hon. members opposite will put
themsclves in the position of the countrics con-
cerned  they would not interrupt  me.
Obviously, these assurances would be intended
tn nnerate aniv &0 lone ac in the aninian of the

circumstances. Within these limits, however,
we think it right that these assurances should
continue and we are prepared to state that fact
at Geneva. Moreover, in the light of the ex-
perience of recent months the Government
have determined that it is necessary that we
should maintain permanently in the Mediter-
ranean a defensive position stronger than that
which existed before this dispute began.
(Ministerial cheers.))  Arrangements will be
made to carry out that determination.

FUTURE OF THE LEAGUE -

Important as these matters are, there is
another problem the significance of which in
my view dominates everything else at this time
—the future of the League itself. A further
reason which actuated me and actuated the
Government in the decision that 1 have just
announced was the conviction that the future
of the League needs ta be earnestly and
urgently considered by all its members.. We
believe that such consideration can only be
given when the preoccupations and problems
in connexion with the imposition of sanctions
have been liquidated. 1 must make it plain
that the Government are determined that the
League should go on. (Opposition cries of
“ Where ?  Which way 7 *') In our view the
course which we are pursuing is much more
calculated to secure that result than the gibes
of hon. members opposite. I was going to
say the course of hon, members opposite, but
we never know what that is. (Ministerial
cheers.) In our view the fact that the League
has tried and failed in this instance is not z
reason for making us wish that the attempt
had not been made. But it is a reason for
making us determine to seek s0 to organize the
League that it may achievethe best chance of
success hereafter, (Opposition laughter.) 1
beg 1o think that my remarks have some im-
portance. (Ministerial cheers.) 1f the League
is 1o have its best chance of success then it must
be organized on a basis which takes account
of the lessons of the last few months. Those
lessons have 10 be analysed: the instruction
which they give has to be embodied in the
future practice of the League.

The Government do not anticipate that at
the session of the Assembly at the end of this
month the other nations will be willing already
to deal with that vast problem of the future
of the League. We think probably it would
be wiser to leave the dealing with that problem
until the normal assembly in September. But
in the meanwhile each Gavernment should be
engaged, must be engaged, on the short-
comings, the weaknesses. and even the dangers
which have been revealed by the experience of
the last few months. All minds must be turned
actively to that task. His Majesty’s Govern-
ment have already begun upeon it. We are
already actively engaged upon it and we are
already in close touch with the Dominions in
respect of this question. (Ministerial cheers.)

THE WORLD AND PEACE

Our intention is to make the most construc-
tive and effective contribution in our power at
the Assembly which takes place in September.
The question is. can the world succeed in
reorganizing itself on a peace basis ? 1 am
convinced, despite the events of the last few
months, that it can if it will. (Ministerial cheers
and Opposition laughter.} I am convinced that
it remains true that a universal League of
Nations of substantially disarmed Staies in a
world made safe for democracy—(Opposition
laughter)—that is what the Covenant contem-
plated—can effectively and without doubt main-
1ain peace, but unhappily. as I believe. {or man-
kind such a League has never in fact existed nor
in present cenditions can it readily be seen
how such a league can be made.

We are to-day confromied with problems
totally different in character, unwelcome though
those differences may be, from the problems
which confronted the original authors of the
Covenant.” We have to comprise within one
organization the willing collaboration of
Governments of totally divergent character.
That gives some indication of the nature of
the problem. and unless we do face it we cannot
expect the League in the future effectively 10
meet these pr~hlems. At Jeast I wil' ~ive the
Committee definite assuranc t the
Governmen strive 1o restore 10 .cague
its full authosny after this set-back whnich we
admit, and to that end we proposc to devote
oursclves.

I should Jike fo turn to another and no less
imnartant acnect of the internatinnal cinatian

-collaboration

with the negotiations which the Government
have sought to set on foot ever since the
German reoccupation of the Rhineland in
March.  Successive Governments in  this
country have long stood for a policy based on
a_desire 1o establish good relations between
Germany and the countries which were her
enemies in the War. We have sought to do
that on a basis of German equality and inde-
pendence and the equality and independence of
others, and on a basis of respect for engage-
ments undertaken. The collaboration of Ger-
many is indispensable to the peace of Europe,
and we have' asked, as successive British
Governments have asked, nothing better than
to work with Germany to that end. (Cheers.)
That is the purpose that underlay the Treaty of
Locarno negotiated by the right hon. member
for West Birmingham (Sir A. Chamberlain).
it was the purpose in the mind of successive
British Governments when they negotiated the
reparation arrangements culminating in their
disappearance at Lausanne altogether. 1t
formed part of the negotiations of the Dis-
armament Conference, and after the break-
down of that Conference in the spring of 1934
the Government of this country did not relax
their efforts. The Committee has only to
read the Blue Book which we published last
April to appreciate the whole course which
these negotiations have foliowed.

THE AIR PACT
EFFORTS TO LIMIT ARMS

There is another important matter to which
[ want to refer. In February of last year the
Joint Anglo-French declaration was agreed in
London to try to secure a general scitlement
for the pacification of Europe. That was a
comprehensive settlement, comprising pro-
posed agreements between Germany and a
number of European States, desirable Air Pact
agreements, and armaments which should re-
place the armament clauses of the Treaty of
Versailles. Soon after that mecting in March

! Germany enacted conscription by declaration,

and the task of his Majesty’s Government was
thereby complicated, but we persevered
throughout last vear in efforis constantly re-
newed to secure an Air Pact arrangement in
Eastern Europe and to secure an agreed limia-
tion of certain forms of armaments.  For
various reasons the German Government felt
obliged to postpone their response 10 our
efforts,

That was the situation which I found at the
end of the year when I came to the Foreign
Office. 1 felt that 1 must make plain at once
how earnest was my desire to enter into
friendly discussions with the German Govern-
ment designed 10 secure working arrange-
ments in which that country could participate.
Accordingly 1 instructed our Ambassador in
Berlin to tell Herr Hitler that I shared the view
he had expressed as 1o the importance of close
and understanding between
Great Britain, France, and Germany, and 1
expressed the hope that the two Governments
would keep that object in view despite the fact
that Germany was unwilling at that moment
to open discussions. At intervals in Yanuary
and February we sought to make progress
with these negotiations and also with an Air
Pact, but the next development was on
March 7, when the German Ambassador came
10 the Foreign Office and informed me that
German troops had entered the demiljtarized
zone that morning.

* SEEKING TO REBUILD ™

I do not want this afternoon to repeat
earlier observations that I bave had to make on
that matter. Suffice it 1o say, and the whole
Committee knows it, that the suddenness of
that action on the part of the German Govern-
ment aroused the utmost anxiety and disquiet
in Belgium and in France and, jor other
reasons, among countries in a great part of
Europe. In those circumstances the policy of
the Government was to seek to calm anxieties
and thus promote a situation in which con-
sidered rcflection and careful negotiations
might be possible. Ever since the events of
March 7 we have sought to rebuild.
(Ministerial cheers.) We did not suppose. of
course, that the action of the German Govern-

ment could be revoked, and we did not ask
far it hut we did hane fram the Germon

show, as they affirmed themselves, that
action was only of symbolic significance.
. We asked the German Government to
sponianeously a contribution towards
restoration of confidence.  The Ger
‘Government unhappily felt unable to d
So far as we are concerned, we have
everything we could o restore confidence
allay apprehensions.  (Ministerial chel
That is why we reaffirmed on March 19
obligations and our guarantees under
Locarno Treaties. That is why as tan
endencc of that we agreed to staff conv
tions to arrange the technical condition
which our obligations .could be carried
in case of unprovoked aggression, Moret
we made it plain at once that we were e
to "negotiate with Germany, France,
Belgium new non-aggression and sec
arrangements for Western Europe.

APPEASEMENT THE AIM

But it was also clear, in view of the Ger|
occupation of the zone, that Europe at |
would wish 10 know what Germany's i
tions_were towards the countries of Ce
and Eastern Europe, and all the more n
ally, in the light of the proposals which|
German Chancellor had himself annous
Moreover, it is important for us and
Europe to be assured that Germany now|
that a point had been reached at which|
could signify that she recognized and inte
to respect the existing territorial and polj
status of Europe except, of course, as it
subsequently be modified by free negotia
and agreements. A frank and a rea
response to that guestion, I am sure, w
be the signal for a return of confiden
Europe. (Cheers.}

1 believe that nothing less than a Euro
settiement and appeasement should be
aim. 1{ a reassurance can be given on
point then there are elements in the pr
situation which would enable us to att
to conclude a permanent settlement in Eu
based on the disappearance of the demil
ized zone. That was the primary purpo
the communication which the British
bassador made to the German Govern
on May 6 jast. The inquiries thus p
the German Goverament were, in our
very necessary and legitimate on our
{Mimisterial cheers.) They were made as
as possible after we had elucidated the pos
at Geneva In 2 meeting with the other Po
signatory to the Locarno Treaty. For
reason the Government felt justified in K
ing for an early reply from the Ge
Government, a reply which we trust
enable progress 1o be made with
negotiations which it is our first object 1
successfully realized.

PROBLEMS IN PERSPECTI

In the remarks which 1 have addresst
the Committee this afternoon I have con
myself to two subjects, but there are many
problems.  Although there are many
problems, no one in the Committee will
that it is these two problems, the 1
Abyssinian dispute and the negotialions
Germany, which dominate the present g
tion. Neither of them is of our own ma
but we cannot ignore either. There see
me to be a tendency in some quariers to
the eye 1o one and let the otheroccupy the
field. The Government with their res)
bilities cannot afford 1o do that. 1 reco;
no one better, that there are many peo;
this country who have given the Govern
strong support in the ltalo-Abyssinian di
and given me personally strong support.
understand only too well their keen disapp|
ment at present events. As a convince
Jiever in the League 1 share that disap;
ment. But1feel I am entitled to ask me
in all paris of the Commiitee to Jook a
problem as a whole. It is in that pers
that the practical question of what to do
sanctions has got 10 be decided. (Minjsi
cheers.)
1f we cling 10 a course after the objectiv
become unaltainable we may lose the gr
end for which we are working, the g
end being—in anxious dayvs—to keep
To that end we have to bend all our ene
If it means admitting failure in one insf
that has got to be faced. This is a situl
in which there is no ideal way out. If
were there would be no différences bet
us, in any part of the House or in the co

The one aim on which we are all v
that
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proving the organization of. supply and for
accelerating the expansion ol the defence
forces. ) '

EARL WINTERTON.—Does not the very

_grave statement made by the Secretary of State

2

for War with all the authority of\a defence’

Minister indicate that it is necessyfy to take
yet further emergency action 10 déal with the
sitvation and also for the information of the
;public ?

Mr. BALDWIN.—The steps that are being
taken are steps which the Government so far
consider requisite. They are keeping the House
fully informed and no doubt frequent debates
will take place.

SIR A.. CHAMBERLAIN. (Birmingham,
W., U)—Apart from the steps which the
Government refer to as being requisite can
the right hon, gentleman give an assurance that
in the opinion of the Government they are
adequate ?

Mr. BALDWIN.-—Yes, Sir, .they are ade-
quale, but, of course, we are anxious to pro-
ceed with all speed. .

CONFERENCE SUGGESTED
Mr. LANSBURY (Bow and Bromley, Lab.).
—May | ask the right hon. gentleman whether
the Government have come to the conclusion
that there is absolutely no other’ course to
pursue- than that ol piling up armaments in

o

quence we shall continue to take our full share
in any decision which the League of Nations in
its Assembly at the end of this month may
decide (o take.

A MEMBER OF THE LEAGUE

We are not the League ; we are a meniber of
the Leaguc. We shall act fully and loyally
in line with any action which the Assembly of
50 nations may decide upon. It would be, t
suggest to the Commitlee, open 10 the Govern-
ment to say that and to say no more until
we get to Geneva. (Opposition cries of ** No.”)
It would be open; it would be the very
collective action 1n one aspect of which hon.
members speak.
1t is impossible to have it both ways.
(Ministerial cheers.) You cannot both com-
plain that we must take our full part in
collective action and complain also that we
do not state our views in advance, (Opposition
cries of * The Chancellor of the Exchequer.”)
1 say that it would be possible for his Majesty’s
Government to pursue that path, but in our
view, at what is clearly a period of difficulty

very heroic course—(Opposition laughter)—
nor one | believe which either this House or
the country would wish us to take.
~ Mr. GALLACHER (Fife, W., Comm )&=
Remember that you are running away. (Opposi-
tion cheers.)

Mr. EDEN.—Perhaps the hon. genlieman

in the League's history, that would not be a.

Hon. MeMsers.— Shame 1”7 ** Resign !’
“ Sabotage ! 7 and It is most disgraceful.”
. M. EDEN.—II the Committee will bear
Wwith me 1 will give them the reasons which
have , brought - us to take,.tiis decision. It
cannot be expected by anyone that the con-
tinuance of existing sanctions will restore in
Abyssinia the position which has been
destroyed ; nobody expects that. {Cheers.)
That position can be restored only by military
action. So far as ] am aware no other Govern-
ment, certainly not this Government, is pre-
pared to take such military action. (Cheers.)

In my view sanctions can be maintained only
for some clearly defined and specific purpose.
The only such purpose conceivable is the
restoration in Abyssinin of the position which
has been destroyed. Since that restoration
cannot be effected except by military action,
1 suggest that that purpose does not in fact
exist—(cheers)—and to maintuin  sanctions
without any clearly defined purpose—which
many people, 1 know, would wish to do—
would have only this result: It would resuit
in the crumbling of the sanctions front, so that
in a_lew weeks' timethe League would he con-
fronted with a state of affairs still more
derogatory than that which we have o lace
to-day. (Cries of *“ How do you know ? )
If further maintenapce of sanctions would
serve no useful purpose there is a danger that
to attempt them would only bring disorder into
what are at present the well-ardered ranks of

preparation for a war which they have told us will let me make my observations. (Ministetial | the League countlries imposing sanctions.
will destroy civilization ? . cheers.) The Government have a responsibilily | (Opposition laughter.) Hon. ‘members may
s g !

Mr. BALDWIN:—1 am quite conyinccd, and
1 made many speeches on the subject during
the election, that it may be nccessary 1o in-

to the League, a responsibility not only for
compliance but also for guidance. Many times
in this dispute this Government have given the
lead—many ‘times; and hon. gentlemen

tind that amusing, but 1 do not believe it is
in the interest of the League itself that the
sanctions front should crumble into conlusion.
1 think it is right that the League should admit

cerned  tniey  would
Qbviousty, these assura
to operate only so long
Government they remi

promsalommmm——————

~ crease armaments in order 10 play our part in | opposite will find not one time when anybody | that sanctions have not realized their purpose
collective security. (Ministerial” cheers and | else has given it. (Ministerial cheers.) Many | and should face that fact, . :
. Opposition laughter.) 1 the GO times we have given the lead. UNIONISTS ON.LABOUR
Mr. LANSBURY.—Will the Government
not consider calling a conference in order to LEADS GIVEN BY BRITAIN
see if this terrific catastroly(whe i:ould bt:r p(lllt 0‘{ We gave it in January of last year, when BENCHES
until a discussion can take place to hInd out g, ., P . b .. N
if the whole of the civilized nations feel that ]‘:”‘t\;“i?‘c;:;'n%:?ti"c‘}‘;th'c(}:‘ brou_ght}l}x;s dl'”""'le OPPOSITION PROTESTS
they must prepare for calastrophic war instead our]actiona‘tnlg O?“_ eﬁe'o ‘tosu_naultsg t L ‘Y"S, Those are the considerations which the
. of making efforts for peace ? } months lha‘t resulted inlthcmCo)l?n::?l eirr:/e;\lAlgg Government have had in mind in coming to ) (
Mr. BALDWIN,—T1 think a very great part he\ndlihg this_dispute, which resulted in lhi thci" decisiqn. But I must repeat that the
. of that question will be raised”in debate thish passage of a sesolution. which maintained the | 4ecision which is to be taken is a_ league
- evening and 1 have some observations to make | yight of the Council, hithertorchallenged by decision, ““Id' :I“C’Q_‘?‘(?l'.llmel1t vl\‘”llll“(x couse,
. on the subject then. Taly, to follow the course of the dispute, and B ":6“‘ o e ey Nome U
e _Mr. SHINWELL (Seaham, Lab.).—¥ the | which secured the acceptance then, in May, of as a whole. pposition laugh ex'.). one the
) situation is as, grave uas, [eprescntcd in Earll (he principte und of the machinery of lfess we have }_hpughl)lt our duty in (\-dvar'\ge to
Winterton's question and in the recent speech | concitiation. state our position lztf;)lelwxe zo there, There
of the Secretary of State for War, will the Again it was through the initiative of the is .\notbu .\spfsf,t of the (.vo:nls of the last few
Prime Minister take the House-into his confi- | British Government that the Council met in months to wl)mh 1 wish the Committee would
dence ? : ; g July- when it otherwise would not have met "‘UXW "“,c. to {cfcrl. onsiderable exci
Mr. BALDWIN.—I can certainly undertake | till September, It was at our initiative, jointly ¢ this point there was consicerabie excite-
cAm—— to do that.. with the French Government, that a three- ment on the Labour benches, and there were

Later, when the business for next week was
announced, Mr. LANSBURY asked whether on
Tuesday ‘the Hous¢ might have a discussion
on the question he had raised.- He did not
want to raise it to-day in view of the particular

_ discussion which was taking place. .

Mr. BALDWIN.—Any. question that s in
order on Supply—as to what is in order il is not
my duty to pronounce upon—<can be raiscd.

DOMINIONS AND “SANCTIONS”

Mr. MANDER (Wolverhampton, E., L)
asked the Prime  Minister whether  the
Dominion Governments had been consulted
and had all concurred in the British Govern-
ment’s policy with regard to sanctions against
Taly: . .

Mr, BALDWIN.—The Tullest possible in-
formation of the views of his Maijesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom has been given
to the Dominion Governments.

Mr. MANDER.—Do they concur in it and
is it not-a fact that the South African Govern-
ment is strongly opposed to raising sanctions
and the betrayal involved ?

Mr. BALDWIN.—It is not for the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom to announce any
decisions thal may be come to by Dominion
Governments. They will make their announce-
ments Lo their own Parliaments or at Geneva.

THE QUEEN. MARY

EXPECTATIONS JUSTIFIED

Mr. J. HENDERSON (Manchester, Ard-
wick, Lab.) asked the Chancellor of the
Exchequer whether, in view of public mis-
giving regarding the econorpic prospects of the
Queen Mary and the public money involved,
he would make a statement on the financial
workings of the liner based on the experience
of the first trip.

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (Birmingham, Eag-
baston, U.).—! am not awarc of any public
as 15 alleged by the hon.

misgiving  such

Power Conference was called in Paris in August
last year. Lt is quite true that the Paris Con-
ference was abortive, but no one who at that
time or now looks up its proceedings will
maintain that our own Gavernment did not do
the utmost they could to bring about its
stccess.  Again, in September, my right hon.
friend the First Lord of the Admiralty (Sir
S. Hoare) took the lead at Geneva in a speech
which met with approval {rom all scctions
of opinion in this country.

In October, when it came to the organization
and application of the colicctive action which
50 nations of the League had decided for the
first-time in history that they would take, again

it was this Government which took the lead
both in proposing and in organizing the work
ol those committees.

“SERIOUS MISCALCULATIONS”

Those are facts which cannot be challenged,
which must be admitted by anyone who
chooses with any attempt at impartiality to
review the evenls of the past few months,
Now that the League is perplexed it is the
view of (he Government that il is their duty to
take the lead again. No doubt it would be
guite easy for us not to do so, and to leave
it to someone else and to follow alter someone
else’s lead, but 1 do not believe that that is
the right atlitude for this country (o take.
(Cheers.) 1 am quite convinced that so far
from this lead which we are going to take
enbarrassing others it will be welcomed in
many quarters,  (llon. Members: ‘' In
Rome!™ What in the view of the Govern-
ment should the League do ? Whatever view
we take of the course of action which the

League should follow, there is one fact upon
which we must all be agreed, We have, to
admit that the purpose for which sanctions
were imposed has nol been realized. 1t is not
neeessary to give a detailed account of the
reasons for that failure; they are many.

No doubt there were scrious miscalcula-
tions. One of them was a miscalculation by
military opinion in most countries that the con-
flict would last very much longer than it has

cries of “ Go outside 7 and * Clear out.”

Mr. GARRO JONES (Aberdeen, N., Lab.).
—On a point of order. May I respectfully
draw attention to the fact that some of the
Labour benches are occupied by Conservalive
members, and while no protest was made as
long as those members remained silent, when
they begin to interrupt and falsely create the
jmpression that those interruptions are coming
from Labour members, we protest. (Opposition
cheers.)

The CHAIRMAN.—In a case ol this kind,
when feeling sometimes runs rather high, it is,
1 think, the business of the Chair to interfere
as little as is necessary in order to preserve
the decencies of debate. 1 have not up to the
present  thought it necessary {0 interfere,
although there have been times when the inter-
ference, i | may put it so, with the Minisler
occupying the floor of the House, has been a
little difficult. 1 have not attempted to draw
any particular view as to the party of any
member responsible for that interference, and
I do not wish to do so. 1 do not think that
at the present time any question arises where
hon. members are sitting.  (Opposition cries
of “On!™)

While it is perfectly true that under certain
conditions members of dillerent parties  or
groups sit in particular places, there is no rile
of the House against any member sitting where
he can find a seat.  Therefore, 1 think that in
the circumstances (0 raise u point of order on
this question is quite unnecessary. hope that
a little forbearance all round will enable the
Committee to do what 1 am sure-is the inten-
lion—to raise the level of the debate and to
hear the statement from the Government of
their policy.

“SEATS ASSIGNED”

Mr. TTLEE.~—As you have said, we
are all us (hat this important debate
should be conducted in the best possible
way, and, as you said, it iy difficult
sometimes when feeling rons high, But i put
it to you that for that purpose it has been Mr,
Speaker’s rule to consult with the leaders of
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of the world. It is because 1 believe pro-
foundly that the policy which I have outlined
to the Commitiee this afternoon is that, in
the present anxious, difficult, critical situation,
which is most likely 10 preserve the peace
that' I submit it—with a’deep conviction and
with a full sense of responsibility—to this
Committee. (Loud Ministerial cheers.)

LABOUR CHALLENGE

“POLITICAL TREACHERY

Mr, GREENWOOD (Wakefield, Lab.) said
that members on 211 sides were impressed with
the importance and seriousness of this debate.
In what he had to say he would try to be
faithful to the views of his party and to the
views, he believed, of a very large number
of British citizens who were outside his party.
(Labour cheers.)

He was bound to say at the outset that no
more deplorable speech bad ever fallen from
the lips of a British Foreign Secretary. (Opposi-
tion cheers.) There had been not one single
word of sympathy for a broken nation—(loud
Opposition cheers)—and no word of condem-
nation for a2 Power which deliberately organized
the use of poison gas in spite of its treaty
obligations. (Opposition cheers.) It was a
speech. which meant truckling 10 a dictator.
(Opposition cheers.) Millions of people in our
land would hear with shame and consternation
the statement that had been made by the
Foreign Secretary.

“A SORRY STORY ™

The National Government's disastrous
foreign policy for five years had been reviewed
in the House more than once. It was a sorry
story. He did not propose to go back further
than the last nine months and to face the
Government with the noble sentiments which
they uttered and issued a few months ago, as
compared with the despicable attitude which
they were adopting now on precisely the same
question. (Opposition cheers.) The speech of
the ‘then Foreign Secretary at Geneva last
September gave new hope to this country and
new hope to supporters of the League of Nations
everywhere. It was felt that after the Govern-
ment’s unfortunate adventures in the realm of
foreign policy they had at last come down to
the basis of reality. The speech made by Sir
S. Hoare at Geneva stood out as one of the
createst speeches since the War. They had

thought that that was the turning of a new
page.

That speech had been re-echoed by mher
Ministers. The Chancellor of the Exchequer,
only a month later, said that if the League were
to abdicate its functions under the Covenant
every weak nation would first begin to rearm
and then 1o seek alliarices with its strongest
neighbours, and before long the peace of
Europe would be at the mercy of the biggest
and strongest Powers. The Chancellor went
on:—" The choice before us is whether we
shall make a Just effort at Geneva for peace
uand security or whether by a cowardly sur-
render—(Opposition laughter)—we shall break
ihe promises we have made, and hold ourselves
up 1o the shame of our children and their
<hildren.”  (lronical Opposition cheers.)

THE ELECTION MANIFESTO

The Natienal Government jssied over the
signatures of its three leaders an election
manifesio 1o which supporters of the Govern-
ment were pledged and to which right hen.
and hon. members opposite owed their seats
in the House to-day. The people believed that
-hese words were what the Government really
believed, and in consequence the people gave
the Goavernment support.  Strange things had
happened in nine months. The election mani-
Jesto said i —

The League of Nations will remain.
the Keystone of Briish forcisn policy.
shall continuc io da all in our power o uphold e
Covenant and to mainizir and increase he eficieney
of the Leaguc, (Ministerial cheers.) 1n the present
unbappy disputc between Iraly_and Abyssiniathere
will be no wavering in the policy we have hitherto
pursued. Uronical - Opposition We  sh
cndeavour
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Juce 10-day, did the Prime Minister think that
Bmam s word could ever be believed again ?
tOpposition cheers.)

“ THE RETREAT FROM
GENEVA >

Fiddling while Rome was burning was
childish folly compared with the gross incom-
petence of the National Government's handling
of foreign affairs. The Foreign Secretary had
made a speech which he would live to regret.
Who would have believed that the new and
enthusiastic apostle of the League of Nations
(a2 Labour member: ** Apostate *’) would have
led the retreat from Geneva ? The Govern-
ment said that sanctions had failed and were
to be lifted, but that left the Abyssinian situa-
tion unsettled. Abyssinia stood as a ghastly
monument 1o the treachery of greal nations
which had sworn to stand by it. (Opposition
cheers.) There was one effective weapon by
which the rule of law could be vindicated.
{Unionist members: ** War | ™)

SIR W. DAVISON (Kensington, S U)—
‘What do the Labour Party propose ?

This mlerrupnon drew loud cries of
“ Order ” from the Labour benches. The
voice of the hon. member, who persisted in
his question, and those of other Unionists who
appeared 10 be putting similar questions, were
drowned by protests of the Labour Party.

The CraIRMAN intervened to ask members
to realize that the member who held the
floor of the House must not be interrupted.

Mr. GREENWOOD said it was not the
Opposition but the Government who were in
the dock.

COMMANDER BOWER (Cleveland, U.).
—It is not you who will do the fighting but
us. (Ministerial cheers.)

This remark opened another roar of protest
from the Labour benches, and when compara-
tive quiet had been restored, Mr. EDE (South
Shields, Lab.) was heard to retort, ** You will
get a job on the staff all right!”

SURRENDER TO FASCISM

AGGRESSION CONDONED

Mr. GREENWOOD said that the real reason
why sanctions might have partially failed was
because of the half-hearted attitude of the
British Government. (Opposition cheers.) He
did not believe that war was the only thing
left now. The most terrifying power in the
world 10-day was the power of economic and
financial sanctions. Properly applied they
would bring any pation to its knees, however
powerful it was. If the Government hauled
down the flag of sanctions now they would
have done so because they had never had the
courage of their convictions. The Government
were leading the League where they wanted to
lead it. It was not that the League had failed,
nor that sanctions had failed: it was that the
courage of the right hon. gentleman and his
friends had failed. (Opposition cheers.)

The step which the Government proposed

i was a complete surrender to Fascism and all

that Fascism meant. 1t was an admission that
successful aggression, not unsuccessful aggres-
sion, was 10 be condoned. It was an abject
capitulation of reason and the rule of law 1o
wanton lawlessness and gangsterdom. It had
given heart to Mussolini. who could stride in
his jack-boots across Europe, and a supine
British Government would let him do it. Mr.
Alan Herbert had been inspired to verse in T/e
Times by a telegram in a daily paper. which
said :— ** It is hinted that only a reversal of the
League verdict that Italy was the 2g,
Abyssinia would really meet the cas
might have that next Tuesday. The poem
was:

Let us be realist and face the facts.

For peace. at any price, is morc than

The house is broke: the burglar keeps mc craet ;

Why not be wise, and say he didn’t do i

1t may be awkward to condone a crime.

But not if it was lawful all the time.

Jf humble pie be what the nations wis

Lec them havé plenty. Jet them Fick e dish,

Singing. ** The meck Jialian teft his home

To drive the Abyssinian brute from Reme,”

Maybe that mustard on the mountain 1ops

Was loosed by Englishmen disguised as Wops ?
(Laughter and Opposition cheers.)

EARL WINTERTON.—Are you ready to
fight the Wops ?

Mr. GREENWOOD, proceeding. asked
where the Government and the League now
stood in regard to Article 10, What advice was
the Foreign Secretary to take 10 the League
when he went back ? The Foreign Secretary

was studiously vague in what he said about the
ifuturc of the League, l‘wut the Ch_ancel]m;_of
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(Ministeria] cries of ** How ?” and.* By
war ? ") Hon, members could treat this ques-
tion flippantly ; he did not. There must be, in
place of this trembling, vacillating, coward]y
Government which was leading people back-
wards instead of forwards a Government
which sincerely believed in the possibility of
an effective League of Nations, a Government
which was prepared to put that principle 10
the test (Ministerial cries of *“ How ? ™ and
* By war ? '), and a Government which was
prepared to abandon what was the motive in
the hearts of many hon. members, the motive
of Imperialism and militarism, which animated,
people who would be prepared 10 fight for any’
cause but the League of Nations. (Loud
Opposition cheers and Ministerial cries of
* Who would you fight for ? ™'} people who
treated with levity what had been the greatest
adventure in the history of rnankmd the
foundation of the League of Nations. The
Government now brought it to contempt ; but
the League would flourish when these maen’s
names had been forgotten. (Opposition cheers.)

MR. LLOYD GEORGE

THE ALTERNATIVE OF
ANARCHY

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE (Caernarvon, Ind.
L.).—1 fee} that after the very powerful speech
which we have heard from my right bon.
friend it is hardly necessary for me or for
anyone else to restate the case, but I feel a
certain sense of personal responsibility, in the
circumstances in which this debate has arisen,
to say one word. I was one of those
who were primarily responsible, as Prime
Minister of this country and as head of the
Delegation of the British Empire, in commit-
ting Britain and her Empire to the League
~—(Opposition  cheers)—its  Covenant, _its
obligations, its risks, its sanctions; and I have
no hesitation in answering the quesuons which
have been put from the other side of. the
Committee. (Cheers.) Unless it means that
in the ultimate resort, the League will have no
authority, in my Judgment 1 think that it will
avert war all the more if this is kmown.
Therefore, I have no hesitation.  That
challenge leaves me without any difficulty at
all. .
I agree with my right hon. friend that this
is a very serious-occasion. I cannot consider
a more serjous debate than that which we are
going through now. If the policy of ihe
Government Is to materialize, if they are going
to Geneva to say * We are beaten, the League
has' failed, we do not propose any further
sanctions, we propose to abandon our posi-
tion altogether,” believe me, there is.an end
of the authority of the League of Nations.
{Opposition cheers.) It is like a Government
that is confronted with_gunmen, with organ-
izations to defy the Jaw. They make every
effort to re-establish law, order, and authority,
and they say, * We are very sorry, we have
got to give it up.”

NATIONS AND THE LEAGUE

Believe me, there is nothing but anarchy as
an alternative. That is anarchy, and there
will be international anarchy the moment jt
is known and recognized. It is no use saving,
as the Foreign Secretary did, that he is going
to reconstitute and reform the League i not the
slightest use. The League is sufficiently loose
in its constitution to adapt itself to every con-
; Ungency. That is the object of it. It is not
an elaborate, written constitution. There is
nothing that you need alter in the League of
Nations. You can pursue any policy you like
under the conditions of the Covenant. What
is needed is that once you have undertaken a
line of action you should stand by it. (Opposi-
tion cheers.) The fundamentals are not that
vou should have a2 League of Nations which
mects there like a debating society, Ministers
flying over there and delivering great speeches
and coming back feeling that the thing js done.
‘We have had that for years over disarmament.
You —ust have some sort #° -uthority there,

and Jations must stan it,
Y of the nations ha used to stand
by n: (Opposition cheers and cries of

* Answer.”"} Which of the nations has failed
to stand by sanctions ? T put that question
to the Prime Minister. Not one. (A Min
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very able Paris correspondent, and 1 think The
Times had a similar communication. It
saidi— . S
‘The position of the French Government 6n ‘sanctions
may be defined as follows:—The Cabinct and M. Blum.,
the Prime Mxms‘cr had informed \hc British Foreign
ce—
is that so ?—
mote than once that France would be ready 1o back
Britain in cvery step she was prepared 10 take to
enforce the League Covenant. .
Is that true ? (Hon. Members.—** Answer.”)
1 think the House ought to know. The right
hon. gentleman professed 10 give a frank and
{ull statement to the House.

THE FRENCH ATTITUDE

Is not that a very vital fact, that the new
French ‘Government have more than once
intimated their readiness to back us up in any
step we take to enforce the Covenant ?

Mr. EDEN—If the right hon. gentleman
challenges me I am perfectly willing to reply.
On more than one occasion 1 have approached
the new French Government: to endeavour
to learn their auimde with (respect to
sanctions. . They have told me that they afe
not prepared to take the initiative In raising
sanctions. They have told me of their anxiery
to work * with his Majesty’s Government.
They bave never given me the least indication
on the contrary that they either desire Lo
maintain present sanctions or would support

the imposition of “"any fresh sanctions.
(Ministerial cheers.)

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—That in sub-
stance—J <ask  the right hon. gentleman

whether 1 am misinterpreting his answer~is
what the Daily Telegraph said. (Cries of
“ No.”) This is very important. The French
Government are prepared to back Britain in
the action which it is taking. That is what
I understand. They have not gone back upon
that, Then this statement stands. {(Cries of
“ No.”) Does anyone mean to tell me that
he believes in his heart that the attitude of the
French Government to-day is the same as the
attitude of the French Government before
the elections ? Of course it is not. They
take a totally different point of view.

“RUNNING AWAY”

Spain has altered its Government and its
attitude is different. So that from the point
of view of war we have got the Mediterranean
Pact, which vou have had since sanctions.
You have Spain and France infinitely more
favourable than they were then. You have
the whole of the Mediterranean Powers except
ltaly prepared to support you. And yet you
are running away. (Opposition cheers.} Why?
The German menace 7 There was a hint from
the Prime Minister in his famous phrase about
sealed lips that there was some impending
disaster. As a matter of fact, when sanctions
were imposed Germany had already challenged
Curope. She had carried conscription, she was
doubling her air force, she was building a
new Navy. The present Government came to
terms with her to sanction that—including
submarines. (Opposition cheers.) There, at
any rate, was something you might say was the
menace of impending war-—the building of a
great new army and an air force which was
going to be eaual 10 the greatest Power in
Europe. But we knew that when we undertook
sanctions. There is nothing new there.

Three months ago there was the Rhineland
At the moment it looked as if
there were some peril there and there was a
good deal of apprehension in Europe. Nobody
believes now the French Government are going
to war over the occupation of the Rhineland.
1amnot mm]mlllng the peril of war in Europe.
All I say js that the dangers are Jess now than
when you undertook sanctions. Iam trying 1o
find out-your reasons for changing your mind.
Austria | Well, Austra is alwavs with us,
always full of trouble and there Is one thmg
the people of this country have made up their
minds definitely about. Whatever Government
is in power they will never go to war again for
an Austrian quarrel. (Interruptions.) 1 am
just telling you what my conviction is about
the feeling of the country and there is not one
of you can deny it.

“ FAILURE AND FUNK?”
TWO QUESTIONS

Dealing "with forther interruptions, Mr.
LLOYD GEORGE said:~1 am dealing now

with ‘an action of this Government in which
H hac 1alan the lead Timdar which 5t hne ~me

British Government going to impose an em-
bargo on their passage ? {Cries of
* Answer | ") Perhaps the Prime Minister
will answer that quesion. 1l is a very practical
question,

Mr. EDEN.—If the right hon. gentleman
Keeps asking me questions I must answer. 1f
such an occasion should arise, of course, we
would consider the demand. There is no such
situation facing us at the moment.

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—Thht means that
the Government have not really considered it.
The fact of the matter is, I am sorry to say,
that there is no evidence that the Government
ever really meant business over sanctions, -

Proceeding, the right hon. gentleman said
that sanctions were adopted immediately after
the Government had decided 10 have an elec-
ton. During the election the Government
never <uggested any doubts at all. There were
then some very striking quotations. The Prime
Minister had said in a great message to the
Peace Society, talking about this dispute: —

Let your aim be resoluie and your footsteps firm
and cenain,

Here (continued Mr, Lloyd George) is the
resolute aim; here js the certain footstep—
running away. (Opposition laughter and
cheers.) The right hon. gentleman states that
this speech, which was derivered on the eve of
the election was delivered to assure the world
that we stand by our pledges. Only a few
weeks after the election was over they were
negotiating treachery. (Opposition cheers.)

Mr. MACQUISTEN (Argvil, U.)—Well
behind it, (Ministerial Jaughter.)

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—They said, ** Here
is the British Prime Minister, with the greatest
Empire in the world, marchmg we will range
ourselves behind him.”. The Abyssinians
believed it ; the vast ma}om) of the people of
this coumry believedt.  The Government had
not been in for more than a few weeks before
that torch was dimmed. (Opposition cheers.)
To-night it is gquenched—loud Opposition
cheers)—with a hiss; a hiss that will be re-
echoed throughout the whole world.

VACILLATION AND
DAWDLING

HOW THE GOVERNMENT LED

The Government have led. How ? There
has been no stability, there has been no stead-
{astness, there has been no resolute pursuit of
any particular aim. They go forward, then
they go backward ; they go sometimes 1o the
left, sometimes to the right. (Opposition
laughter and cheers.)

Mr. HANNAH (Wolverhampton, Bilston,
U.)~—Rather lke the old Coalition.
(Ministerial laughter.) I

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—Let me tell the
hon. gentleman that that Coalition brought us
right through to victory. (Opposition cheers.)
It does not lie in the mouths of hon. gentlemen
on the other side of the House to taunt me.
(Opposition cheers.) It did not, within six or
seven months after it had siarted to vindicate
international right, run away from it. We had
many faults and many defects. but cowardice
was not one of them. (Loud Opposition
cheers.)

The Government have led.  There have

never beén so many vacillations in the course
of a few months in the conduct of foreign
policy. (Opposition cheers.) Mr. Eden has
boasted to-day, and he boasted in the last
speech of his that 1 heard in the House, that we
led the nations. = That increased our responsi-
bility. We led in the imposition of sanctions :
we led also in the denunciation of the
aggressor. We led. 100. in proposing. 1 think,
oil sanctions, in principle : and we led also in
selling "oil, in practice. (Opposition laughter
and cheers.) What were we doing ? We were
feading. (Opposition Jaughter.) We dawdled
for weeks before taking any action at all after
everybody knew what Mussolini was after. He
never concealed it: he has been perfectly
straightfor- -~d—and we dawdle” “or weeks.
? were leading. position
Jaughter.)

We put un embargo on arms for Abyssinia
when we knew she was going to be attacked
and when the ltalians were massing armies and
piling up arms such as havc never been Ianded

hv an invadar An ot
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made and hold ourselves up to the shame
of our children and their children’s
children.”
To-night we have had the cowardly surrender,
and there are the cowards. {Loud Opposition
cheers.) . :

MR. BALDWI
DEFENCE

COLLECTIVE SECURITY

Mr. BALDWIN.—It is a long time since
we have had a debate which seems to have
stirred more feeling and more excitement,
because after all what we are discussing is the
functioning of the League of Nations. I will
deal first with the speech of the right hon.
gentleman who spoke for the Opposition. The
most serious part of the charge that he made
against us was an accusation that we had
musled the country, and that we had recently
committed a compiete volte face. That point
of misleading the country was also taken up in
that extraordinarily briliant speech of the right
hon. gemleman the member for Caernarvon
Boroughs (Mr. Lloyd George), which showed
me that he has not lost the least atom of the
vigour which 1 remember in this House nearly
3Q years ago, and 1 congratulate him on a very
remarkable performance. (Hear, hear.)

If there was one thing before and during the
General Election that 1 took special pains to
impress on every audience that I addressed,
and which I also think I stressed in the broad-
cast, it was the tentative nature of sanctions
and coliective security. They were being used
for the first time. I would follow them as far
as anyone else would go. 1 did not know if
they would be successful, but if they were not
successful there would be people v\ho would
say, © That is the end of the League.”

I explained that I never 100k that view, I
said if they were not successful it was up to
the League then at its next meeting 10 con-
sider where it had failed and whether collective
security was still possible. Collective secum)

’S

is really inherent in this whole question and,

must lie at the foundation of our policy for
some time to come. I do not think there is
any matter in this country on which clearer
thinking is more essential or on which m the
meantime it is more difficult to decide what
you ought to do.

POINTS FOR THE LEAGUE

T am siill convinced that whefi the League
meets in the autumn it has 1o consider most
seriously this whole question of collective
security. Collective security, in my view,
whatever the reasons may be, has failed, and
we have to get the nations of Europe xoze(her
there at Geneva to see that, if possible, it shall
not fail again. There is immense difficulty in
stopping @ war before it has begun. That js
far more important than stopping it after it
has once begun. After war begins the diffi-
culty is immeasurably greater. The danger
and the damage 10 Europe may spread far
more widely and be more dangerous. 1 think
these are the points that we have to consider
with regard to collective security, and indeed
they illustrate some of the very difficulties
that we have been in. and that have led, in my
view, to the failure of collective action during
the winter and the last few months.

When the idea of colleciive security was
originally embraced in the Covenant of the

League it was expected and visualized
that there would be a more or less
disarmed Europe, that is to say certain

Powers hed at that time been disarmed and
there was every hope that disarmament might
proceed among all the nations of Europe. Had
that happened then indeed not only would se-
curity of that nature have been easy, but then
vou might really have had what some mem-
bers of the House have advocated with such
sincerity and energy in the past—a system of an
international police force, which, m my view
as at present I understand it. could only func-
tion in a disarmed or nearly disarmed Europe
but which is quite impracticable in the Europe
as we know it to-day. Ordinary financial and
economic sanctions act as a rule slowly. When
you put on further sanctions and they become
more stringent it is of course quite simple
1o see that the danger of war increases, but, as
a matter of fact, will the aggressor wait for
sanctions when collectwc security Is invoked
against him ?

OVERCOMING THE

!

{is a point that all members of the Com

W
trained 1o act together under omne lea
who may be separated from each ¢
great distances. Therefore you come
this point, that the forces of the Lt
any given time must be on such a
as will ensure. a certain and i
superiority against the aggressor.
be not secured, though you may
your collective security a large nur
Staltes, if you have not the power t
once in the event of war, then you
that the States that are weaker and a
nearly exposed 1o the weight of the ag;
force will never hold their line and :
find that your collective security may
put to it.

I wanted just to put those points, anm
all that ] would say upon that matter
I want the House to be readstic when
about coilective security and to know
means. That is the security which we
desire and the security which we belie
aiways have believed we should aim g
experience of these last months has
sively proved to me and to the Gowt
that coileciive security in anything appr
that form does not yet' exist. (Al
MEnBeR: * Why 2 ) The questior
have said in speeches in this House a
where, that the League and Europe w
to make up their minds to answer is, ¢
prepared to put their forces into such
dition that they can rally immediately
port of the League States against any ag
or any combination of aggressors th
turn up ?

CASE OF AUSTRIA

There is one other gquestion that .
is worthy of comsideration by the Ho
caught a phrase which Mr. Lloyd Georg
but I was not quite sure of the conte
1 do not want 10 quote him unfairl
spoke at one time of, and 1 think he
our troops refusing to take part in
with Austria.

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—I was
about the British people when 1 sai
whatever happened 1 was absolutely
that no Government could get this ¢
again to enter into a war in an A
quarrel.

Mr. BALDWIN.—T am obliged to th
hon. gentleman. 1 thought that that wa
he said, and-that really confirms a very :
doubt I had in my mind which I shou
to put 1o the Commitiee. 1 think thi

ought to consider. We often talk, staf
who go 1o Geneva and many of us h
to what the League should do and w
should not do and statesmen go and I st
in certain circumstances they would ¢
their people to fight. 1 feel this about ¥
and 1 leave out Germany and Italy
with their peculiar and unsettled condi

1 feel convinced that among the cof
people of Europe in many countries {
our own and in Franoé there is such a loj
of war as such, not from fear but from a
ledge of what it may mean, that I som
wonder if they would march on any
occasion than if they believed their]
frontiers were in danger. 1 do not kn
answer to that question, but I often ask
the question, and I wonder—and whe
begin to wonder on ihese points your w
ings may diravel a long way. . (AN
MEMBER.—* To the frontier on the Rhi

PROBLEMS FOR TH
LEAGUE

RESTRAINING THE
AGGRESSOR

1f you are 1o have coliective securit
if there be any truth in what my instin
me about men's hearts in Europe, then, i
one of the problems before the Leag
Nations is to educate the peoples of
that they may be ready to fight to restra|
aggressor, end ! doubt if to-day they
Those are the great problems to me.
are the most difficult problems of
pature and human instinct. and on the 3|
to those questions mucl h may depend.
often said in this House that we make a
mistake in these davs in believing that
people in Europe is animated by the
feelings towards peace and war that we

T halicwe that thie anuntes i auae th
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A VAR Y Lo i e Gunerment (o o V‘\‘}; L“‘.ﬁ“f!' ’;‘5“}1”“:. Ministerial | world behind it 1o enforce sanctions against | We were leading the nations in the way of ~OT ruy always prefer 1o fight 0iild SPring 1o arms as ome mam*
ax Uil e strengih ol those promises | meant by ¢ revisiig the League” Did it | 12ughter.) 4.2 sully laugh that is. - (Opposi-- the aggressor. showing how an aggressor, a well-equipped N

tion cheers.) It is ihe sort of laugh that
betrays the vacant mind., {Opposition cheers)
1 am asking which of the nations in Geneva
which voted for sanctions has withdrawn. The

if he is ready. If the State or States which
aggress are strong, and ure prepared to fight,
it 15 essential for collective security that the
opposing combination shall be in the position

(Ministerial cheers.) 1 have never had any
doubt about that, but 1 think that they may
Y&t want a good deal of education before they
will freely consent to take upon themselves

e National Government climbed back
ver; and within nine months they had
ued the biggest act of political treachery
in the history of this country. (Labour

mean seeking, as the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer said, 2 limitation of iis powers, or.did
it mean that under the umbrella of the League
We were to revert 1o regional pacts ? A Leagne

The Government say, “ We have fdiled, and,
therefore, we have funked.” May I invite the
attention of the Committee for a moment 1o
one or two questions bearing on this failure ?

aggressor, could be effectively dealt with.
(Opposition laughter.) We tried to compound
a felony. We said, * This is a crime—robbing
a nation of its liberty. It is a crime; we

g . ! v . 3 . . o . B all thie obligations that might come upon them
) While the cars of the people were | of Nations which allowed itself o be dominaied | Forein Secretary referred this afternoon 10 | where 5 the failure 2 _You impose economic | condemn it.” And then we entered into |0 Overcome the asgressor quickly. 1 think | 5o fu”i“if\gglhe Covenant %ﬂ all circurawslanccs.
nging with these words. abont peace | by the mailed fist of an ageressor was a the well-ordered ranks of the League.” They sanctions.” We, on this side of the House, | negotiations to give the burglar half the goods. aery one will agree with that. = I beg the hope they may educate them. | hope that
Vernment were preparing their big re- | mockery. have not broken away, and he s going there | aid thay they were inadequate ; what was the (Opposition Jaughter and cheers.) | Jiouse 10 attend 1o these few short proposi-

now to break them. (Loud Opposition
cheers.)’ He is going to Geneva to smash the
League of Nations. (Renewed Opposition
cheers.) I wish he had Jeft it to somebody else,
honestly Ido. =
"~ The right hon.

the League of Nations will be able to make’
collective security a reality, but there are real
difficulties about #t. The Commitiee  may
remember that 1 said both in my broadcast
and in many speeches that with the experi.
ence I have Jearnt 1 would not be responsible
for sanctions again until this country had given
us authority 1o strengthen our arms. The
right hon. gentleman may call that cowardice,
Frankly, I do not. 1 think that it is what one
owes as trustee for the people, but if there be
war with this country, 1 mean war nearer than
the Mediterranean, “they wili pay for it on
the first night with their lives.

That is why the Government. and | bhelieve
this House. as a whole, believe—nothing will

¢nt progremme, on an unexampled
against an  undisclosed enemy, and
then began (0 wonder whether these
ie words were the sincere expression of
tional Government's apinion.

S. HOARE “SACRIFICED ™
‘e Christmas, within two months of the
| Election, there were the Hoare-Laval
s, which were destroved by a torrent
lic  indignation  which amazed the
ment, and which amazed even the
¢ Prime Minister. Sir S: Hoare, in a
urageous speech from a back bench,
» his guns and was sacrificed from the

answer of the Foreign
** They will take time.” He gave that answer
to me, Oil sanctions would have been
immediate, but economic sanctions, he said,
would probably take time. We have not
given them time. The foreign trade of Italy
has dwindled to more than half. Why do you
say it has failed ?  You say, “* Addis Ababa
has been -reached and Abyssinia- is con-
quered, what is the good of going on ?
{(Ministerial cheers.) Abyssinia has not been
conquered. What is Addis Ababa ? When
we went 10 war with Abyssinja, Magdala was
the capital. We captured it, and, being fairly
wise people in those days, we wemt back.

Sccretary 7 He said. tions, because they really are extraordinarily
unportant.  That postulates a real military
preponderance on the side of the States which
are trying to get collectjve security—that is to
say, on bechalf of the League States against
the potential aggressor or aggressors.

It is most important 1o realize that military
preponderance does not necessarily depend on
the mere numbers available theoretically, An
2garessor, or a group of aggressors, who have
a high state of organization jn their territory,
who have ample means of military communi-
cation, who have ample supplies, who speak
the same Janguzge. and who have unity of
command may weil be stronger than much

A STRENGTHENED LEAGUE

The great lesson to be drawn from the tragic
events of the last eight or nine months was not
that the League should be emasculated, but
that it should be strengthened. The time was
ripe not for limiting but for enlarging the
powers of the League, so as to enable jt o set
its face relentessly against aggression from
wherever it might come, .

Hox~. MEMBERS. —What powers ?

-Mr. GREENWOOD.—I am not under ex-
ammation. The Government are in the dock
and I want 10 keep them in the dock. It was
a very bitter experience for a very large number
of citizens of this country (the right hon:

“ AFRAID OF MUSSOLINI*

What were the Government doing ? They
were just leading the nations. They were just
leading  civilization in the right way to deal
with crime. They were driven back by an
outraged opinion. They were afraid of
Mussolini. They dared not retreat very much
farther, so they skulked for three months in
the communication trenches. (Opposition
Jaughter and cheers.) What were they doing ?
They were showing the National Government's
ideas of leadership. (Opposition Jaughter and

gentlemari was hailed every-
where as the champion of the League. I have
heard of -great meelings in support of the
Covenant, cheering him to the echo, and
placing great confidence in him. I am sorry
that I am one of those wha were taken in. His
predecessor, when his policy was thrown over,
had the decency to resign.  (Opposition
cheers.) It is true that he had a reassurance
that he would be brought back after a period of
.quaraniine—(laughter)—and when he comes

. Addis’ Ababa is not even traditionally the f , larger forces that belong to different nations, ke me believe that in thei ts hon.
Secretaryship 1o save the faces of the | €ntleman proceeded) 1o find this Goveimment | back be finds the wind tempered to the bleating cenire of Abyssinia. It is not, even now, the | CheCers) And now they are Tumning away, | Ly ook difierent Janguages, who have no gi‘ffbcrs opp(;s;te see any ]e};?:h::a{ do—in
linister and his colleagues. (Opposi- Ili“’lfmred‘owmbe the first great nation in the | lamb. (Laughter.) nerve centre of Abyssinia. It was one of ilie | brandishing  their swords—Opposition unity of command, who have never been Y
eague TOW a

: 1 p . the necessity for protecting our shores against
ers.) That ought 10 have been a lesson stone at jt. (Ministerial difficulties experienced by the Emperor when |laughter and cheers)—still leading. (Loud cessity lor p & IS
Government that the people of the : and Opposition cheers.) The

cries of ** No,”

“BRITAIN BEATEN»

stood by the statement of foreign
made by the Government at the

seem. after the ¢ollapse 'of the Hoare-
roposals, that there was some return
< on the part of the Government.

Secretary said at Geneva:—
s a_solemn_hour. We are .
very Government must

liy and clearly state the policy it is prepared 1o
So far as his Maiesty’s Government are con.
Wwe propose 10 maintain those economic and

sanctions which have alrcady been put into
‘n addition. his Majesty's Government are

In
only seven weeks ago, the present

ced with 2 great
houlder its re-

limitation of its powers meant the strangling
of the League, and that appeared to be the
policy of the Government.

The Government were running away from
The only hope of
League and collec- |
. a This
was a shuffling and cringing retreat (Opposi-

terrific responsibilities.
settled peace was a strong
tive security. There was no other way.

tion cheers) onr the part of a Government

which had always prided itself on consisting

of strong men—some of them silent, with
sealed Jips (Jaughter), but strong neverthejess.
It was shameful 10 think of them now turning
tail 10 huge problems which they had a hand

But the right hon. gentleman, with all the
authority he had acquired, with all the hold
he has upon millions of men who believed in
him, is going to Geneva 10 smash the League.
If you go there and go back upon the chal-
lenge you made to'an aggressor, backed by
50 nations, and say you cannot bring him to
heel, there is an end of the authority of the
League of Nations. {Opposition cheers.} This
is a unique occasion. 1 have been in this House
very nearly half a century and I cannot recall

he organized the forces of the country. /It is
a lribal organization, exceedingly loose,

I you kept it up for another year you
would find that you would be able to make
terms with Mussolini.  You may say, “ You
will never restore the thing as it was.” Prob-
ably not, but you would restore freedom and
independence, in the form of some better
organization which would be an infinitely
better thing for both Italy and Abyssinia,

FUTURE SUPPLY OF ARMS

It is a fatal error to deprive vourselves of
the means of bringing the necessary pressure,

laughter.) The right hon. gentleman said so.
T am going 1o Geneva,” he said, * to Jead.”
They are running away on the battlefield. I
semember Sir Wilfrid Lawson in this House
very many years ago telling us a story of a
soldier who was found 20 or 30 miles behind the
battle line. He was. asked, “ What are you
doing here ? ¥ And he replied, * The Colonel
asked us at the beginning of the battle to strike
for home and country, and I struck for home.”
(Loud Jaughter.) The Government have struck
for home. (Laughter.) There they are.- Are
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: A cen A hi ‘ ron 1§ end 10 esta- | they at the end of their activities ? . They
nrepared 1o consider the jmposition of uny an_occasion quite like this. I have never | Which would enable vou'in the end | ey

H R . i eak L 1S, . B ¢ TC have § about forrthe last six months so 7

S affecs znfj ﬁnhanm‘ |sanc“0n? l;,xa‘d'may S g’acilclrae'?(l)g‘g by (heir own veakness ang before heard a British Minister speaking on ggsxl:oa:\'vg;)rer::‘:il:lgb:i(vearvpc%lftl?}?;ey?guc?rjéq n?&;hjygﬁge\' rgming me of that aeroplane we /Z
effective for ihe sewlement of the disputc. i bebalf of the Government, holding the most Wibiedibe i arn dy given ' h e heard so much about in the last few 7
cas mhAprﬂ.OA great change had taken NEW APPROACH TO PEACE |imporant position in that Government next i‘;“iig}‘?gg‘s ’ngﬁn \é‘siei;‘?ll?:sprai]rf: i | »\ae‘éks, gl F]yirr?g Flea, * (Lond laughter.) %
7?3:‘;; Whpiﬁﬂ Z‘?Q&- r?]E)nSt(;xTeSirS%. NEEDED 10 the Prime Minister at the present moment, what the attitude is going to be, with :he[ I see the President of the Board of Trade A4

come down to the House of Commons and
say that Britain was beaten—Britain and her
Empire beaten—and that we must abandon
the enterprise we had taken in hand.

I cannot understand that of an Empire that
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as back in the Cabinet as First Lord
imiralty. Had the First Lord changed
since last December ?  Had he infiu-
e Government in changing its de-
Had he been a silent and impotent
of the Cabinet since his return 7 Was
1¢ relationship between the return of
First Lord and the new policy of the
ent 2 Sir S, Hoare's return so soon
smissal 10 the Government which he
ly destroyed was an insult to the
»f people In the country who raised |
‘es and made him go.

ULATED INDISCRETION ™|

CHAMBERLAIN AT THE
1960 CLUB

ey had the statement of the Chan- ‘
the Exchequer. The first part

withdrawal of sanctions, towards those men | here. He made a speech the other day. His
who are still .in possession of two-thirds of | one great objection to a Labour Government
Abyssinia and are organizing the only fighting | was* that it was not stable. (Opposition
which they can understand. guerrilia fighting 7 | laughter) Among the many gifts that my right
Are we going to close our fronters and sur- [ hen, friend has inherited in this life a” sense
round the country on two sides out of three ? | of humour is certainly not one. (Laughter.)
Are we going to prevent their getting arms i A few months ago there was not a speech
threugh our territory 2 1 am 1old that the  delivered by a National candidate or member
one advantage of private enterprise in arms is | and certainly not by a Ivllmstcr which did not
that arms can go through without the Govern- | include the old phrase, The prestige of this
ment accepting the responsibility. Are you ‘\ country has never been }ugher, (An_Hon.
going 1o try it on now ? = MEMBER: * Hear, hear ! ) My friend over
You imposed an embargo on Abyssinia. | there is still articulate, but he is isolated. You
You absolutely farbade her 1o sell concessions ‘ dare not say these things now. Some_have
of property which were her own when she | been abroad and some have met foreigners
wanted to raise money 1o buy arms. You | from other lands and therg s one story that
accepted the responsibility of defending her by | they all tell—that the prestige of this country
those.two acts. (Opposition cheers.) They | has never been“luwe'r. (Sir FA}:REMANTLE (St.
are unheard of. Now ] ask: ** What are you } Albans, U.).—" It is not true.”)
-going 1o do now ? Are you going to stop the | o B .
\g\‘holgc trade in arms of Abyssinia by closing A COWARDLY SURRENDER
the frontiers 2 Have you thought jt out ? Fifty nations trusted us (An Hon. Member.,

We did not need now 10.haul down the flag.
What we needed in the light of the dreadful |
experiences of recent months was a new and
determined approach 1o peace. He did not, faced one of the greatest emergencies that
believe that we should get it from the Foreign | any Empire was ever confronted with. while
Secretary. What was the Government’s palicy | thoroughly unpre}?are_}i_, and for 43 y;ars fought
for keeping the peace 2 Was it their policy 10 | her way Il;’rough. ] hr]x:j is pot 1he ET]’.[.]p]_re
reduce the League of Nations to the level of a | » h‘?h I thought ;ou‘ e;eg through  its
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon meeting; was ji | SPOkesmen in the o‘f?eh 3 ] "m"f“]‘?;‘& say
their policy to rely on partial pacts to keep the ;| L2t afier six mor;“’% P’ lll no_‘%s\,s © ’f' with
peace 2 Was it their policy, 10 use the words i only £7.000.000 o Yt’mcie 0SS, © Ve are "
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to limit | we cannot go on2 It is a umqt}:}g OE“"S’.O“
the danger zones and to mark out beforehand | and may God never repeat it n this Empire,
your potential enemy ?  Was that the peace - (Opposition cheers.) Why have we done it -
policy of the Government, or was it their | ] have got my views and I am not going back
policy to arm to the teeth in desperation | on them. There is no mlyo]era_b]e burden of
because” they knew no other way out ? | sacrifice. £7.000,000 ! Very imporiant, but
(Opposition cheers.) only two-thirds of what the Emp_lre.pm_d in a

As surely as night followed day, war must | single day in fighting for the vindication of
follow these suicidal policies. (Opposition ; international right and to redress the wrong
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Secrelary’s speech  was chee}r\&)b?he fateT?f mankind to-day Jung | of a lintle gationy (Cheers.) Probably nat. - So they do now.”™. They will not when Virginia and no better brand than the
“ Hi 1 g ‘ojce.” | in the balance. here were two paths to EN.— i . gentleman | . it i inw ‘o - .
n Cheers) He N réree;glggd) | tread. Were we going 10 tread the path along DANGER OF WAR LESS chyn:,},gESDant'm llﬁm‘f‘ia’\’-’ﬁfﬂ?f,?s Tiniani be | ey see ”;th:'“‘f,}-]”E;ng? s :]hF S | ¢ Three Castles.’ "
d that the Foreign Secretary had] which lay the bodies of hundreds of thousands | The danger of war is less now than when W€ Lallowed to say that we have, of course. done | 50 °7 e][] ! 1b * st ;{S;C.O: . ,//é ~THE VIRGINIANS
€ m%re emphaxli.c as to whether he ; of our fellow-citizens—Ministerial cries of entered into sanciions. T knew the kind of | our best 1o/ get in 1ouch with the situation in | {OPPOsition cheers.) cgan my politics when |
1o the views o

the Chancelior of | “ No! ")—or were we prepared 1o scale the
quer. Was the speech 1o the 1900 | heights for a rule of law that meant some-
-aleulated  indiscretion ?  Did the ! thing in the world ?  (Opposition cheers )
of the Exchequer teke it upon his | That was not the declaration of the Govern-
iders to make a tremendous pro- ; ment this afternoon.

M enlthout the knowledse of “the | A DISHONOURED GOVERNMENT

er and his other fellow-Ministers ? 5
If the Government treated its most solemn

] . you had very. great names—Disraeli, Glad-
stone, Balfour, Joseph Chamberlain. There
was a name that had only just passed away—
he had not passed away when 1 was born—
Lord Palmersion. You might agree with their
that they

Western Abyssinia. which is what } suppose the
right hon. gentleman refers to. Thar is (he‘
area where the ltalians are not in occupation. 1
Qurcinformation is—I think we are the anly !
country in touch with that part of the world— ‘
that the independent guerrilla tribes there are { )
strongly hostile to the Emperor's administra- | POLCiES or not. but no ane doubted

thing that was then being said—that our Navy
was unprepared ; that it had insufficient
ammunition ; that it was ill-equipped—under
this patriotic Government. (Ironical Opposi-
:tion cheers” and Ministerial < protests.)” It
is incredible to me that we went through the
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hancellor of the Exchequer ought

sitting on the Government Front

statements, made in the aimosphere of 2

things stage by stage and step by step when it

tien. I must say that in order that the House

were men_of dauntless courage. {Opposition

cheers.) They pursued their policies without

B3 . N o vy $1ai r know the true position. PO 5 e P 7
)pposition cheers. 1 . . B < | Was broadly said that this great Navy of Britain | may flinching and without fear. Now as their ]
)%%osition were ;uspicious was it Qigfggi 0?;;;;"2- i(bi(:sreﬁn\\égr?hvs‘])récghbﬁi; could not face the halian T\a‘\')u (Interrup- GUERRILLA WARFARE Isuccessors you have this exhibition of {;{é
J0 view of the shifis and wriseles | confidence. * Having misled the peopie of this | ons) O, es. it was talked about quie ' : peltroancry. (Oppositon cheers) The speech | - CIGARETTES
vernment. that a lerge number of | country, it ought o have the courage 1o go | broadly ail over Europe. Now the Navy is Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—The right hon. | of the Chancellor of the Exchequer has been /{é
ow__doubted the  Government's] out of office. “dishonoured, with all its sins | (4!l and well equipped. perfectly ready for any gentleman has not answered my question. 1f | guoted. . 7

The Prime Minister and his its shoulders— Opposition cheers)—and | emergency. and there is less danger of war. | & 10 o Y S 1 am going to do myself the honour of read- 7 D
T i jow it on s S op W, ? There has been a compleie | the Abyssinians take a different view with | ; 2 f it again. The right hon. gentle- . 10 FOR 8
had, in the view of the Opposition, | make way for those who were prepared 10 YWhat more ? ¢ has mpicie s are nF i Ing a part of it again £ gentle 7
e respect of all thinking peopie, | put their principles 1o the test— Opposition | change. of the most vital importance. in the | regard (o that, and they ha“? of opinion that | man i5 heir 1o the throne, and recently he é/; 20 FOR 14
it member.—" No ! ') The Prime | cheers and Mininocial laughter)—principles by | attitude of the 1wo greatest Mediterranean | they can get A:”?]S through. provided 1h5.‘v ¢ " has been trying the crown on 1o see how it @{é 50 FCR 33
as going 1a break his long silence ! which scores of millions of people in this and | Povers. Not @ word was said about that, | them through the frontier, are the Govern- fits.  (Opposition laughter.) 1 hope for his !

affuirs. . For six months, during
‘national affuirs had been a matier

other lands now swore : 10 vindicate the rule
of law-—(Ministeriul cries of * How'? “)—io

The Laval Administration was hostile. and

therefore it was very reluctant. 1t was only

ment going 10 put an emburgo upon them ?
Yunderstand that they are not. That is definite.

| own sake that it does not.

|

He has not merely

tried the crown on. He has wiclded (he

discussion. the Prime Minister's lips | establish o League of Nations which should | drugsed unwillingly nto sanciions becatse i  Mr. EDEN.—I am sorry 1o interrupt the | sceptre—and therefore he is very important— expects to pay
sealed.. Were they now 10 he | be effective, (Ministerial cries of * How ? ™) | was afraid to quarrel with Biitin, They were | right hon. gentleman in. but this point is fwhich is just the sort of thing that heirs do . I
Would he explain how he could I the Government would not fulfii nis | rootedly hostile und did their best, with all rather jmportant. M point is that there is no | when they are wesk monarchs, (Opposition cigarette of such
he fine, high sentiments 10 which | heavy and high responsibility it ought 10 make | the ingenuity of that very subtle Southerner, | Abyssinjan authority” in Western Abyssinia,

ues had given expression and to
vimself had signed his name with
slicy of scurtle 7 in view of the
cxpressed by the Ministers of his
‘overnment and the complete volre-

way for people who were prepared to stand
by what they had said on thousands of plat-
forms—not by one party but by members of
all partics—ito stand by the League of Nations
and all that the League of Nations meant

M. Laval, to thwart, to delay,
action.

Now there Jovernment of a v
different charac I read in the Dair, . cle-
graph of Monday a2 communication from its

and 1o destroy

None,
Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.— again ask: If
those who are organizing guerrilia warfare in

two-thirds of Abyssinia are able 10 buy arms
and to get them through the fronticr, are the

laughter.) The right hon. geatleman suid »*
the last election:—

** The choice be 1s js whether we sh
make a last effort o, Geneva for peace and
security or whether by a cowardly surrender

v.e shall break all the promisés we have

THREECASTLES
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attack,  Nothing will muke me believe that.
at is where (he first blow may come some

day if  sanctions are  applicd againsl  on
agpressor. The man who puts sanctions on or
allows this country (o do so, unicss he has

done all in his power 1o see that his beople
can be defended at home, i not fit (o cinry
the respousibitity of governing his counury,
(Ministerial cheers. )

SIR AL SINCLAIR (Caithness and Suther-
land, L. Did the Government demand these
precautions to which the right hon. gentiem
refers when they did impose sanctions i
Seplember ?

GERMANY AND FRANCE

Mr. BALDWIN.--1 said in the iight of
my experiency 1 wish 1o say a word or two
about the totalitarian States in Eurape because
1 repard it as of the first importance in Eurape
that Germany and  Trance and  oursclves
should work for peace throughout all Furape
side by side, as the Forcign Secretary said
carlicr,  (An Hono MeMiER: * What about
Raessia 27) 1 want just to point this owt to
the Commiltee, 1 know perfectly well how
many hon. members opposite feel about the
Nazi régime, 1 know that there are many mem-
j in this Commillec who regard with some
disfavour a régime which lies farther cast.  But
let. us Jook for a moment at what is the cause
of this régime in Germany, and let us in
passing draw a lesson from it ourselves, Ger-
many lost the War and she paid a great pr
in the peace treaties and she was left with
very inconsiderable armaments, We all noped
that disarmament was coming in Europe.

I need not here po into the variouns reasons
that made those vonferences faif and how the
countries ol Furope lagped, bt we do know
that during those unhappy years which that
country went through after the War she was
very near (o a state of revolution. The Ger-
nan s aaturally a law-abiding man, and he
had a glimpse into (he abyss when Communism
in Germany raised its head, and Communism
was a crecd of violence and force.

Mr. GALLACHER (Fife, W.,Comm.).—Not
Communism. (Laughler.)

Mr. BALDWIN.—Wait a minule,
beaien altimately by

@

1t was
other crecd of vielence
and force and “you have that great people
who during many years have scen the vépime
that would, and the régime that did found itself
on force. and what wonder (hat the idea of
foree, not an alien idea to the Tewton, should
scem o dominale very much that mentality
to-day ? Yet Herr Hitler has {old us that he
wishes for peace, and if a man tells me that,
as 1 have said in this House before, T wish to try
ioout,
SECURITY IN EUROPE

1 come hack 1o what [ said a few months
ago, | cannot sce exactly now when or liow
the next opportunity may come, but as the
Forcign Sceretary said, we are hoping Lo bring
the French, the Germans, and ousselves into
conference for the hetter sectirity for the peace
of Eorope.  The part that Germany can play
for good or for evil in Europe is immense and
if we belicve the oppostunily is presented let
us do what we can 4o use il for good. 1 do
not wish to stand'much longer hetween the
Commitice and private menthers.  There will
be further opportumitics on Tuesday ol de-
bating these matlers. 1 would only say thal
the view represented by the Foreign Secretary
this afterndon commands the unanimous sup-
port of the Gavernment, and that we believe
that our method is nol a method that will
kilt the League.  We belicve that to allow
sanctions o' go oty and _ultimately, as we
imagine, 10 peler oml, would be a far harder
task for the FLeague to suemount than to Face
up boldly to failure.

Time may prove that we are wrong. People
may say thal we are acting from cowardice,
bul it is not necessarily a mark of cowardice
(o 1ake action which we know will be repug-
nant to large sections of our people.  We
take it because in the preseat state of Fnrope
we honestly believe and are firmly convinced
that it is the wiser of he (wo courses, and
the one most conducive to peace. It is the
peace of Furope (hat has been our daily and
niehily care and anxiety ali (hese many months,
#nd wiltcontinue 1o be'so. (Ministenyal cheers.)

A MOTION OF CENSURE

MR, ATTLER'S CRITICISM

Mr. ATTLEE said it had been sugpested
that the [ouse of Commons was hreamnn
Jike a Pleasant Sunday Afternoon meeting with
an address by the viear, That was what they
had  had  [vom  the Prime  Minister—a
dissertation  abowt strategy, a fcw  airy
nothings about peace, and no  attempt
1o answer  for the posilion in which
his Government had placed this country.
The Prime Minister had been chalienwed, but
had made no reply. and the Opposition pro-
posed to put on the Order Paper a vote of
censure on (he Government lor the whole
course of their foreign policy.  (Opposition
cheers.) What was the pood of the Prime
Minister (elling them of a number of considera-
tions that ought 10 have been in the minds of
the Government before they went on this
adventare 7 1t was an experiment that had
blackened the name of (his country in every
parl of the world,

The Foreign Secrctary and  the Prime
Minister hidd nothing to offer the world that
was asking [or peace. Pes wvits not abtained
by running away, by shaking like a jelly at
every dictator who shook his fist. The right
hon. gentlemen had killed the League and
collective sceurity,  The country knew now
that it could not trust a National Government
so-called, a  Conservalive Government, (o
stand by the Feague. The Government was
Jeading this country buck o the tragedy of
1914, in a way that was uaworthy of lhis
country.* (Opposition cheers,)

NCTIONS "

person in every democratic country.  He did
not know how the Forcign Sceretary dared to
come Lo the House and make such a speech.

AL 7.30 pom. progress was reported and the
House resumed.

WATERLOO BRIDGE

L.C.C. AND BORROWING
POWERS

The tlouse considered the London County
Council (Money) Bill,

SIR W, DAVISON moved an Instruction
to the Commillee on Unopposed Bills to omil
that part of the Bill which authorizes the
London County Council to borrow in respect
of the expenditure incurred in pulling down
Waterloo Bridge and erccting a new bridge.
He said that no figure was given this year ol
the total expenditure involved, but in the state-
ment which was circulated Jast year the esti-
mated fgure was given as approximately
£1.295,000.  Were Parlinment to approve of
the London County Council horrowing the
sums sct out ju the schedule to the Bill,
amouating in all to £305,000 {or the two hall-
years ended September, 1937, (hey would be
morally bound o give their approvai to the
larger stm mentioned or any suni in gxcess
of that which mighl be required.

The application which the L.C.C. now made
was cxactly the same as they made to Parlia-
ment a year ago and which was relused. There
would appear (o be no reason why Parliament
should reverse s decision,  The House then
decided that it was not desirable that the bridge
should be pulled down, but rather that it
should be reconditioned and widened,  Not-
withstanding, that decision the L.C.C., on the
advice ol Mr, Herbert Mortison, decided to
defy Parliament and procecded to demolish
the bridge. The question now was whether
Parliament was to acaquiesce in the flouting
of its authority and grant borrowing powers
for something which it decided should not ‘be
done,

Parfiament had on three previous occasions
decided against that particular proposal, and
it was nol possible for them o go bhack on
their previous decisions. They were not con-
sidering any question of merits as to whether
Waterloo Bridge should or should not have
heen puiled down, but the very importat
point whether Parliament should, contrary to
is statulory duty, now allow the borrowing of
maney for purposesof which on three previous
occasions it had disapproved. .

COLONEL  GRETTON
seconded.

Mr. G. STRAUSS (l.ambeth, N., Lab.} said
that Parliament had cntrusied the cross-river
facilitics in London to the London County
Council, and the Council must remain respon-
sible for those facilitics. 1, therefore, the
County Council for any reason did some-
thing_which it knew (0 be wrong, o be en-
dangeving life;.and to be against the interests
of London as a whole, the County Council
would rightly be blamed by members of Parlia-
ment and by the people of London.

GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE

Mr. HORE-BELISHA, Minister of Trans-
poet {Plymouth, Devonport, L. Nat.), said that
normally speaking a bridge would be paid for
out of borrowed money. The attitude of this
Governmient on the matter was precisely the
samc as stated last year when he invited ihe
louse 10 consider the question purely on its
merits, e asked the House now to consider
the Bill on its solc unprejudiced issue and
follow narmal procedure apart from politics
and to bring this almost “ hardy annual " to
an end.

SIRE. FREMANTLE said that it was not
fair to the ordinary ratepayer that the bridge
shonld have to be paid for out of revenue, and
he urged the House to oppose the Instruction.

SIR R. TASKER (Holborn, U.) said that
the London County Council were not to blume
for pulling down the bridge, and it should have
been donc/years ago by men of his own poli-
tical faith,  Parliament should do an act of
common justice to the ratepayers of London
and_relicve them of some part of the hurden
which they were now called upon to hear.

Me. PETHERICK (Penryn and Falmouth,
U said that this had become purely and
simply a constitutionaj question.  The London
County Council wanted to do  something
which Parliament had told them not to do.

Mr. LANSBURY said that this was a new
Parlinment.  Parliament  existed to remove
grievances and when a grievance was not
removed by one Parliament it was often
removed by another, It was a nonsensical
argiment to say that Parliament could not
change its mind, They ought lo be asking
for a grant towards this bridee, but they were
not doing that. They were simply asking that
the ratepayers of London should be allowed
to borrow fmoney for a great piece of capital
cxpenditure. 1 this Instruction was carried
many of the present members for London
would never sit again.

Mr, CROOM-JONHNSON (Bridgwater, U.)
id that the House had considered and
decided this matter more (han once and there
reallv was no case for rescinding that decision.

SIR H. JACKSON (Wandsworth, C., U.)
said that he would vote—for the fifth time—
st the Instruction. In 1926 the House
rejected a similar instruciion and approved the
demoiition of Waterloo Bridge. The long and
melancholy history since 1926 did not reflect
credit on a large number of people. He looked
forwird  with  great  hopes (o the great
advantoges which this new Waterloo Bridge
would give o the problem of relieving London
transpost.  Uts immediate cffect woukd be to
relicve the congestion in the Strand, and il
better approaches were provided in the future
the bridge might become one of Tundamental
and vital imporlance,  The llouse should
sweep aside trivial questions and take the big
view,
r. T MORRISON (Ilackney,
said that the Tlouse of Commons v
Tlonse, = asked it to do the big thing
and 10 give the L.C.C. the borrowing power
which they were seeking.

(Burton, U.)

The motion for the In

ruction was negatived
orily 90.

UTURE OF THE

LEAGUE

LABOUR PROTEST

“DISASTROUS ” BRITISH
POLICY -

Frem Qur Parliamentary Correspondent

Under the title of “ The Great Betrayal ”.
the Parliamentary Labour Party issucd the
following manilesto to. the pation last
night: —

The League of Nations, to- which this
country s in honour and hy deep conviction
plediged. is now in grave danger. The whole
luture of the League and the peace of he
worid are at stake. The British Government
has scrapped the solemn pledges given to the
people before, during, and after the last
General Flection,

In its elcction manifesto the Government
declared that ** the Jcague of Wations will
remain as heretofore the keystone of British
lorcign policy. Our attitude to the League
is diciated by the conviction thal collective
sceurity can alone save us from a return to the
old system which resuited in the Great War,"”

In spite of Lhis empbatic statement, the
Governmentg-having fiest_by their weak and
ambiguots policy at Stresa and Geneva failed
to prevent Signor Mussolini’s aggression, and
then made his military success possible by ihe
continued supply of oil and other necessaries
of war, is preparing not only to condone
aggression and to permit Signor Mussolini 1o
prolit by il. but to abandon the whole system
ol collective security through the League, with-
out which there is no sure foundation for the
peace of the world, .

The Government is advocating the delimita-
tion of the functions of the l.cague and the
withdrawal of Britain from all responsibility
for the maintenance of peace outside certain
narrow areas in which, it says, this country has
special interests.

The adoption of such a i
will be to encourage the breaking of iveaties
and new acis ol aggression. 1o sct free law-
less forces. and to revert to the discredited
policy of the balance of power. The League
ol Nations will be reduced to an empty sham,
and the hope of tie peaples of the world for
a new and sccure international order and a
reign of peace will be shamelessly betrayed.
Millions will be doomed to death, and civiliza-
lion o utter and final destruction.

“A NEW APPROACH TO PEACE"

The drift to war must be stopped. If (he
rule of law is to prevail aggression cannot be
toleraled. This grave crisis should be
courageously vsed as a greal opportunity to
rehabilitate the league and to make a new
and determined approach to peace.

1t is nol yet 100 late for the people of this
country to prevent the impending catastrophe
as they success{ully prevented only a few
months ago the consummation of the disgrace-
ful Hoare-Laval proposals.

We earnestly appeal in this critical hour to
all men and women of goodwill through their
churches,  brotherhoods, and  sisterhoods,
societics, clubs, guilds, and other organiza-
tions to rally in (heir millions to the defence
of collective  security, peace, and justice
through the League of Nations. Let them in
the next few days, before the Tatelul meetings
of the Council and Assembly of the League,
make their voices clearly and unmistakabiy
heard through public demonstrations, resolu-
tions, and letiers to the Press, to the Prime
Minister, and to Members of Parliament.

in particular, we urgently call upon the whole
Labour movement throughout the country to
make the strongest public protests, without a
moment's delay, and by every method which
lies (o (heir hands. against the Government's
wanton violation of the solemn pledges on the
strength of which it was returned 1o power and
against the threatened surrender of its responsi-
bilities for preserving and-organizing pences
Action must be immiediale!  Action muost be
vigorous! Above all, action must be success-
ful if our hopes of world pcace are not to be
dashed for cver Lo the ground.

A NATIONAL LABOUR VIEW

The News Letter, the official organ of
the National Labour Group, contains in
its current issue the following ecditorial
comment ; —

My, Chamberfain's * personal and pro-
visional ™' thoughts on sanctions have fluttered
a gacd many dovecoles. It is interesting, and
even flattering, 10 note that he folowed much
the same fines as we did ourselves in a recent
issue, which within our own domestic circle
provoked a similar restiveness.  The problem
which confronts the Government, and, indeed,
the Governments of all members of (he League,
is so difficult and so serious that it is ali to
the good that the public should be as weli-
informed as possible on each of the various
courses oper and their probable consequences.
Is the League at this twellth hiour to intensily
sanctions -at the risk of war 7 1t is scarcely
likely to agree now upon a course from which
it shrank when all was still to be won. Can
ns, even if they have failed to prevent
ful apgression, st influence the finat
terms of settlement, and will they leave behind
econontic scars which may 10 some extent
deter a future aggressor 7 As to that only
those in the closest touch with the situation
can know (he answer,

Finally. and most important of all, what
shouwld those nations who still look (o the
League as the best hope of future peace do
with regard to the fwture 7 What kind of
profective front against apgression can now
be constructed 7~ We must, as the Lord
President said at Cardilf on Monday, * stand

he Leapue” for a world without it would

\strous  policy
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LIBERAL PARTY
CONVENTION

A NEW. CAMPAIGN

The Liberal Party Convention opened
yesterday at Kingsway Hall, under the
chairmanship of Lord M-ston, who pre-
sided over the Liberal Recorganizalion
on and is president-elect of the
Liberal Party organization. The grealer
part of the day was occupied in discussing
the proposed new constitution of the party
drawn up by the commission.

Sik- ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR, in his address to
the delcgates, said that even in Britain they
had secen ominous encroachments in recent
years upon cconomic and civil liberties. They
must attack Fascism and Marxian Socialism
before they got strong. They must attack
them in their strongholds-—they must destroy
the conditions which gave them strenath,

Political freedom was the great achievement
of nineteenth-century Liberalism, They must
complete that achievement in two ways. They
must sccure such an alteration in the system
of ciection to Parliament that the danger of a
majority clected to Parliament with a revolu-
tionary programme but on a minority of the
votes in the countey might be averted and every
vote might have the same valuc in every part
of the country. Secondly, they must secure for
the Scottish and Welsh people a preater
measure of control over their national affairs.

THE MAIN TASK

But their main task in the twentieth century
musl be to secure economic freedom for the
masses,  Liberals condemned equally the
Government's schemes of control and restric-
tion, the taxation of the food of the people,
and the erection of monopolics, and alsa
the Socialist conception ol an all embracing
monopoly under the control of the State on the
other hand. They. opposed to both the
Liberal idcal of using the power of the Slate
Lo liberate the cnergies of man, 10 éncourage
production, to free the exchange of goods and
wealth between nation and nation, to curb
the power of lrusts, combines, and monopolies,
to safeguard the rights and opportunilies of
the small trader, industrialist, and larmer, 10
protect the workman against arbitrary dis-
missal, and to raise the status and jmprove
the prospects of the farm labourer.

Apart from radical treatment of the unem-
ployment problem, there were two things which
ought to be done at once to help the victims.
The first was the production of the new Unem-
ployment Assistance Regulations. The Govemn-
ment promised them i (he spring.  They
remained wrapped in mystery.  The failure
of the Government to grapple with this
problem was one of the most glaring instances
of their paralysis in the face of great issues.
They would continue to press the Government
to introduce them and drastically to refoirm
the means test. The second thing was to
enlarge the facilities for training men and for
restoring their skill to men who had long been
out of work.

TWIN POLICIES

But these were mere palliatives.  What
Liberals demanded was a constructive, vigor-
ous, and radical attack upon thc causes of
unemployment., The first cause was that the
Government were neglecting to do the work
of national reconstruction which Jay to hand
work like the abolition of the slums, the
provision of houscs and of water supplies in
rural areas, clectrification, land drainage, and
reclamation, and an increase in the numbe
of small-holders. The second and most funda
mental cause of unemployment was the de
struction of our oversex trade by economic
nationalism and by the Government's polic
of protection and quotas.

To secure peace and revive trade am
employment they must get the world out of it
straitjacket  of ~ economic nationalism  an
restore the free movement of men, capital, anc
pgoods over the surface of the globe. Th
1Liberal Party alone of the three great partic
in this country was solidly united in suppor
of these twin policies, and in this ¢risis in th
relations between our country and the Leagu
of Nations it was their duty. (0 do =l in thei
power. to. mobilize public opinian ‘¥ <uppos
of the League, and to stand by the abligation
to which we were pledged under its Covenan

SEVEN CONDITIONS

Lok MESTON, moving the adoption of th
report of the Reorganization  Commission
said that the Liberal Party were not rcady ¢
sink into the position of being a colourler
middie parly in Parliament, They had
ambition to be a negligible group, usef
perhaps at times, holding the balance betwer

* diehard " and Communist. Their ambitic
was (o be once more a cleansing force and
fighting power, a party which would interve:
to save lhe country from dictatorship on ¢
one hand and Socialist tyranny on the othe:

Up and down the country there was a me
of thinking men and women who were Liber:
in spirit and in outlook. AN they wanted w
a conrageous lead and an enlightened faith
bring them in to their historic party. 1 (I
lcad were not forthcoming those hesitant a
unwilling millions would rapidly drift i
other political camps. There were seven cc
ditions that must be fulfilled il they were
enter this new campaign with hope and c¢
fidence. They must put a fervent and
fectious missionary zeal into the campaiy
they must cease to live in the-past and t!
must work for the future: present a unir
front as a party and sink their minor difl
ences | devise an eflective battle-cry ; conc:
trate on the education of the electorate, w
the help of capable candidates and, where
possible, of trained organizers : they must i
pac and they must pay their way,

The convention proceeded to the discuss
qf amendments 10 the proposed new consl:
tion, and adjourned untit to-day.

POLITICAY. NOTES
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s ns o our people.  We
take it beeattse i the present state of furope
we honestly believe and are firmly convinced
that i is the wiser of the two courses, and
the one most conducive (o peace. 1t is (he
peace of Lurope (that has been our daily and
nipiily care and anxicty al these many wmanths,
aad wilbeontinte 1o be'so. (Ministenyal cheers.)

A MOTION OF CENSURE

MR. ATTLEE'S CRITICISM

Mr. ATTLEE said it had been suggested
that the Fouse of Commons was heca~ian
like @ Pleasant Sunday Alternoon mceting with
an addiess by the vicar. That was what they
had  had  from  (he Prime  Minister—a
dissertation  about  strategy, a few  airy
nothings  about  peace, and no  attempt
to answer  for  the position  in which
his Government had placed this country.
The Prime Minister had been challenaed, but
had made no reply. and the Opposition pro-
posed to put on the Order Paper a vote of
censure an the Government lor the whole
course of their foreign policy.  (Opposition
cheer What was Ihe good of the Prime
Minister (elling them of a number of considera-
tions (hat ought to have been in the minds of
the Government hefore they wenl on this
adventure ? 1t was an experimeént that had
blackened the name of this country in every
part ol ihe world.

The Torcign  Secrclary and the Prime
Minister had nothing (o offer the world that
was asking for peace,  Peace was not obtained
by running away, by shaking like a jelly at
every dictator who shook his fist, The right
hon. gentemen had killed the League and
collective security.  The country knew now
that it could not trust a National Government
so-called, o Conservalive  Government, Lo
stand by the league. The Government was
Jeading this country back to the (rapedy of
1914, in o way that was unworthy of this
country. {(Opposition cheers,)

FUTILITY OF “ SANCTIONS

VISCOUNT = WOLMER  (Aldershot, 1)
said (hal it was with a fecling of the greatest
humiliation that many of them who supported
the policy announced in the speech  last
September of Sir §. Hoare had listened to
the speeches in this debate.  The major
eriticismy from the Liberal and Labour speeches
was vitiated by this all-important fact, that
they had arraigned the Government for having
allowed the triumph of the gangsicr, but they
had cousistently denied  the policeman  his
CON, g
country had cut a4 sorry and pitiable
acle during the last few months,  The
fundamental  cause was that we had  not
armaments sullicient to enable us (o play that
role in Euvope which the Government of (his
country - clected to play.  (Cheers.)  The
Foreign Secretary had said that one of (he
reasons [or the failure of sanctions wus that
the Naltians won the wir a great deal quicker
than all the military experis had prophesicd.
That meant that (hose who were imposing the
policy of sanctions were not really looking 4o
sanctions 1o defeat the ganesier, they were
looking to the Abyssinians and the weather so
to prolong 1he war that ullimately sanctions
would bepin 1o operate, What an admission
of the futility and weakness of cconomic
sanctions. The lesson (o be drawn surely was
that il (he League decided 10 acl apainst
individual nations, it must come o an.act of
war.  (Ministerial cheersd™ Thare must be the
employment  of the _gpoliceman’s truncheon
against the pangsiers That was the anly way
in which the awthority of the League of
Nations could be exercised.

REARMAMENT ESSENTIAL

The Goverimend had led 1his country intg
the present position because they had (oo fong
delayed the rearming ol Britain.

The League of Nations had been weakened
and the prestige of thiscountry lowered simply
becarse we did nol grasp tine by the forelock
in the matter of rearmament and brcause we
bad neglected the ofd doctrine that if you
wanted peace you must prepare for war,

Mr. PRICE (FForest of Dean, Lat id that
there had been no more terrible disgrace to
this country since the defeat at Yorklown,
when under George 11 and Ford! North we
fost e 13 Amcyican Colonies He feared
that the Lord Norths of the twenticth century
were sitting on the Government front beneh,
At the time when sanctions had made therm-
selves felt and when the economic situation of
lialy was at a most eritical stape the Govern-
ment were running away like rahbits (o their
holes. They had ted the nation to a disastrous
Yorktown which must hotrily every progressive

been done years ago by men of his own poli-
ical faith,  Pacliament should do an act of
mmon juslice to the ratepayers of London
and relieve them of some part of the burden
which they were now cailed upon to bear.

My, PETHERICK (Penryn and 1falmouth,
Ul said that (his had become purely amd
simply a constitutional question. The London
Couniy Council wanted to  do  something
which Parfiament had told them not 1o do.

Mr. EANSBURY said that this was a new
Parfiament.  Parliament existed to remove
grievances and when a gricvance was not
removed by one Parliament it was often
removed by another. 1t was a nonsensical
argument to say that Parliament could not
change s mind. They ought to be asking
for a grant towards this briduc, but they were
not doing that.  They were simply asking that
the ratepayers of London should be allowed
o borrow money for a great picce of capital
cxpenditure. Il this Insiruction was carried
many ol the present members for London
would never sit again,

Mr. CROOM-JOHNSON (Bridgwater, U.)
sid that the House had considered and
decided this matter more Lhan once and there
reaily was no case for rescinding that decision.

SIR . JACKSON (Wandsworth, C., U.)
said that he would vote—T(or the filth time—
against the Instruction. In 1926 the House
coted a simiilar instruction and approved the
demolition of Walerloo Bridge,  The long and
melancholy history since 1926 did ot reflect
credit on a large number of people, He looked
forward  with great hopes lo the greal
advantages which this new Waterloo Bridge
wautld give to the problem of relicving London
transport.  Its immediate effect would be to
relieve the congestion in the Strand, and if
better approaches were provided in the [wture
the bridge might become one of fundamental
and vital importance,  The louse should
sweep aside trivial questions and take the big
view,

Mr. 11, MORRISON (Hackney, S., Lab.)
said that the House of Comnions was a new
House, and he asked it to do the big thing
and to give the 1..C.C. the borrowing power
which (hey were seeking.

The motion for the Instruction was negatived
by 96 votes o 186—majorily 90.

The House adjourned at” 7 . minutes past
Il o'clock.

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES
HOUSE OF COMMONS
: AT 1y
Supply ; Committee : Colonial Office Votc; debate on
Palestine.

TITHE BILL

COMMITTEE STAGE ENDED

Al the request of the Minister of Agri-
culiure, Mr. Walter Elliot, the Standing
Commitiee of the House of Commions to
which the Tithe Bill was referred expedited
its proceedings yesterday and completed
consideration of the Bill. The Committee
mel in-the morning, in the afternoon, and
again after dinner.

During these three sittings the remaining 27
clauses and eight schedules were dealt with, and
sore new clauses were added. A large number
of amendments have been made. but none of
these substantially allers the scheme of the Bill
as submitied 1o the House of Commons during
the second reading debate. The Minisier bad
previousty explained to the Committee that the
maenitude of the administrative task to be
undertaken (o permit of the extinguishment of
all tithe rent-charge on October I makes it
neeessary o get the Bill passcd quickly.

THE BY-ELECTIONS

Polling took. place yesterday in the
Lewes by-eleetion, in which Rear-Admiral
T. P, H. Beamish (Nat. Con.) and Mr.
Alban Gordon (Lab.) are contesting the
seal formerly held by Caplain Loder (now
Lord WaKehurst).  The result will be
declared Jabout midday to-day al the
County Hall, Lewes.

Major A. G. Church, formerly Labour
M.J%. lor Leyton East and Wandsworth
Central, was selected last night as National
Government  candidate  for Derby in
opposition to Mr. Noel Baker (Labour).

Balbam and Tooting Labour Party last
night chose Captain® W. 1. Miller, a
London barrister, as their candidate in the
by-election.

Minister, and (o Members of Parliament,

In particular, we urgently call upon the whole
I.abour movement throughout the country to
make the sirongest public protests, withont a
moment’s delay, and by every method which
lies (o (heir hands, against the Government's
wanton violation of the solemn pledges on the
strength of which it was returned to power and
against the threatened surrender of its responsi-
bilities for preserving and organizing peace.
Action must be immediate!  Action must be
vigorous! Above all, action mus( be success-
ful if our hopes of world peace are not to be
dushed for ever to the ground.

A NATIONAL LABOUR VIEW

The News Letter, the official organ of
the National Labour Group. contains in
its current issue (he following editorial
comment:—

Mr. Chamberlain's “ personal and pro-
visional ** thoughts on sanctions have fluttered
a good many dovecoles. It is interesting, and
cven flattering, to note that he followed much
the same lines as we did ourselves in a vecent
issuie, which within our own' domestic circle
provoked a similar restiveness. The problem
which conlronts the Government, and, indecd,
the Governments of all members of the League,
is so dilficult and so serious that it is all to
the good that the public should be as well-
informed as possible on each of the various
courses open and their probable consequences.
Is the League at this twellth hour to intensify
sanctions at the risk of war ? 1t is scarcely
likely to agree now upon a course from which
it shrank when all was still to be won. Can
sanctions, even if they have failed 1o prevent
successful aggression, still influence the final
terms of settlement, and will they Jeave behind
cconomic scars which may 1o somec extent
deter a future aggressor 7 As to that only
those in the closest touch with the situation
can know the answer.

Finally, and most important of all, what
shonld those nations who still Jook 1o the
League as the best hope of future peace do
with regard to the fulure 2. What kind of
proteclive front against aggression can now
be constructed 7 We must, as the Lord
President said at Cardilf on Monday, ¢ stand
by the League,” for a world without it would
be ““ a nightmare of wvncertainty.” Clearly,
however, as  he also  stated, we necd
methodically to re-examine Article XVI, and
to consider under what condition a sanctions
clause can work more eflectively than it has
done on this occasion. Thursday’s debale,
which takes place afler we go to press, will
doubtless give an indication as to how the
Government  proposes  to handle the very
diflicult situation which confronts it. We are
facing a perilous future, and Government and
public must know each other’s minds if they
are (o face it with confidence

CAPTAIN-GENERAL OF THE
H.A.C.

AND AN ANCIENT
TITLE

The King, who assumed the title of
Caplain-General and Colonel of the
Honourable Artillery Company shortly
after his accession. has signified his inten-
tion of reverting to old custom and being
known simply as Captain-General.

The Company's first Captain-General was
James. Duke of York, afterwards James 11,
and the rank was subscquently borne by Kings
and other members of the Royat Family uniil
the time of William IV, The Duke of Sussex,
who succceded King William in the rank, was
already Colonel of the H.A.C., and conse-
quently became known as Captain-General
and Caoloncl. as were his successors, including
King George V. The only other Captain-
General in the British Empire is the Governor
of Jamaica,

300-TON DOCK GATE LAUNCHED

ruction of the dock at Dover for
in-ferry service between that port and
Dunkirk advanced another stage yesterday
when one of the two dock gates was faunched.
The gates have been built on Clirence Quay,
the work being carried out as near as possible
to the dock entrance. At high tide yesterday
the gale nearest the waler was slowly lif(e

by a crane to a stipway. It shd gently down,
its progress being checked by the crane, until
it was released and took the water with a big
splash.  Two tugs then took charge, and the
gate was manoeuvied into the Wellington
Dock, where it will probably remain until
the other gate is ready in about a fortnight.
The pale weighs about” 300 tons and measures
approximately 79(t, by 50(t. by 7{t. 3in,

empioyment they must get the world out of
straitjacket ol economic nationalism a1
restore the free movement of men, capital, a:
goods over the suilace of the globe. 7
Liberal Party alone of the three great part
in this country was solidly united in supp«
of these twin policies, and in this crisis in ¢
relations between our country and 1he Leag:
of Nations it was their duty 1o do :J in th
power to mobilize public opinion i sunpe
of the League, and 10 stand by the obligatios
to which we were pledged under its Covenas
SEVEN CONDITIONS

Lorp MEsTON, moving the adoption of 1
report of the Reorganization Commissio
said that the Liberal Party were not ready
sink into the position of being a colouric
middle party in Parkiament. They had
ambition (o be a negligible group, usel
perhaps at times, holding the balance betwe:
* diehard " and Communist. Their ambiti.
was (o be once more a cleansing force and
fighting power, a partly which would interve:
to save the country from dictatorship on
one hand and Socialist tyranny on the othe

Up and down the country there was a ma
of thinking men and women who were Liber:
in spirit and in outlook. All thcy wanted w
a courageous icad and an enlightencd faith
bring them in to their historic party. If th
lead were not forthcoming those hesitant a1
unwilling millions would rapidly drift in
other political camps. There were seven co
ditions that must be fulfilled il they were
enter this new campaign with hope and co
fidence. They must put a fervent and i
fectious missionary zeal into the campaigs
they musl ccaseto live in the. past and th
must wol for the future; present a unite
{ront as a party and sink their minor diffe
ences ; devise an elfective battle-cry ; conce:
trale on the education of the electorate, wi:
the help of capable candidates and, wherev
possible, of trained organizers : they must dre
pacts; and (hey must pay their way.

The convention proceeded to the discussic
of amendments to the proposed new constil:
tion, and adjourned until to-day.

POLITICAL NOTES ¢

SIR THOMAS INSKIP AND
INDUSTRY .

The Midland ‘Group of Members w]
support the National Government dj
cussed rearmament on Wednesday nigl
and some complaint was made th:
Sir Thomas Inskip, Minister for the C¢
ordination of Defence, was not coll:
borating sufliciently with manufactuter
Members reported that as a resull of cor
versalions with, manufacturers they ha
reached the conclusion that Sir Thom:
Inskip was not taking industry sufficienti
inlo his confidence, and that, il"he did s
he would receive all the help hé require
in carrying out the Government’s pro
gramme. The Group decided to write (
the Minister .

Lord Askwith has given notice of ti:
following question in the House .
Lords:— .

To inquire whether the heavy duties in
posed by the’Customs authorities on stork-
egps and storks recently imported for scier
tific _experiments regarding  migration G
described in, The Times ol june 8) arc 1
accordance with the law; if so, whether D
partmental instructions could not be issuc
or regulations made under the appropriate Ac
by which such duties could in future be relaxe
or abolished in the case of scienlific inves(:
gations carricd out by or under the contre
of a responsible organization ; or, if the A«
does not provide any latitude for remissio
or exemption, would the Government conside
appropriale action in the direction abov
indicated ? :

M. Ramsay MacDonald will be th
principal guest of the Edinburgh Unive:
sity Club of London at their -dinner »
the May Fair Hotel to-night, when Lor.
Amulree will be in the chair. On Mondu
he will open the Brilish Chemical Plan
Iixhibition at the Central Hall, West
minsier. :

The  Joseph Chamberlain  Centenar
Committec report that over £7,000 ha
been received towards the educationa
campaign which will be launched at
meeting at the Albert Hall on July 8, the
anniversary of his birthday.






