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ationalism — a Threat to Happiness:

In Seeking a Return to Outmoded Patter
‘ Themselves and Their P

an accurate and comprehensive

statement of the inward conflict
which is at present rending our world
asunder, we may fairly say that we are
in the throes of a struggle between
nationalism and internationalism.

Nationalism was the force which made
the Great war; internationalism has
been our post-war reaction. Painfully
and laboriously, since the war, we have
been attempting to build up a social
~~~ycture of organized international

se. Today, more than 15 years after

.. armistice, we are manifestly dis-
couraged by the poor results that have
so far attended these labors.

We are masters of material nature.
We can build glant houses and giant
ships and glant guns when we wish, and
we can fly across the Atlantic. But while
- have become adepts In this mastery

material things, we feel ourselves

_re helpless and inept in managing
our human relations with one anolher
than our tathers were before us. And
accordingly, like baffled and ill-tem-
pered children, we are now in a mood
to throw up internationalism in disgust
and to drop back into our old national-
istic ruts again.

In this present counter-offensive of
nationalism against internationalism,
the older and narrower of the two forces
has a number of tormidable advantages
on its side. 'To begin with, it is supported
py tradition; for the modern schism
which has divided our Western world
into a patechwork of parocnial natignal
states—a blood-stained coat of many
colors—is now more than four centuries
old. The original unity and fraternity of
Western Christendom waned with the
Middle Ages. In the second place, this
traditional parochialism—which we like
to call “nationalism” in order to lend it
a dignified name-—has been roused to
militancy because it is now aware that
its recent hold over Western minds has
been threatened by the development of
our modern industrial and mechanical
technique: a new economic force which
* demanding an ever larger field of

ration until it is now evident that
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its optimum fleld will soon be nothing
less thun the entire surface of the planet
and the entire living generation of
mankind.

Each of the 60 or 70 parochial sov-
erelgn states which exist in the world
today feels its sovereign independence
threatened by the economic colossus of
the Machine Age; and they are all striv-
ing together, like the Lilliputians in
Swift’s satire, to bind the dangerous
giant down with the gossamer threads
of tartff walls, currency manipulations
and migration restrictions.

In this attempt to put the Titan of
industrialism in bonds, the national
states are able to make certain specious
appeals for the sympathy and support
of their respective subjects. On the eco-
nomie side they can represent that in-
dustrialism is a wayward, anarchic
force which has no care
for individual human weal
and woe or hopes and
fears. The wmonster,
they say, must be put
under discipline. And
what effective author-
ities, other than the
parochial gov-
ernments of
the existing
national states,
are to be found
in the world
of today for
undertaking
this task? On
the political
side, the na-
tional govern- ™
ments sail on a
different tack.
They suggest
that if indus-
trialism, with
its many in-
ventions, does
become the
obedient slave
of this or that
other natlonal
state which is
their.-own
heredlitary
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ns of Government and Conduct, the Nations Condemn
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rival and neighbor, then the new power
will arm the old enemy with unprece-
dentedly dangerous weapons. In the
name of security, therefore, they de-
mand of their own subjects that they
should rally to their own government
and allow it to equip itself with the same
newfangled economic weapons in self-
defense. .

‘Through the combination of these
various appeals, nationalism today 1is
retaining, or acquiring, a powerful hold
over people’s thoughts in almosl every
country—though in different degrees,
according to the differences in the
local circumstances. At the mornent, it

Jooks as though, in the present round ’

of the struggle between nationalism and
internationalism, the prospects were in
nationalism’s favor. And we naturally
ask ourselves: What is the next stage,
supposing that in this round national-
ism definitely wins? Will mankind settle
down into a parochial life in 60 or 70
mutually isolated hermit kingdoms?
This seems to me the expectation of
those people, in each country, who are

papers Are Published {t Made Some Headway, but

Has Since Been Forgotten.

hailing the resurrection of nationalism,
and who are looking forward to carrying
it through to its logical extremes, as
though it were an infallible prescription
for bringing in the millennium. For
those of us who do not share their faith,
it is not easy to understand their line
of reasoning. We have had any amount
of natfonalism without ever enjoying
the millennium in the past. And i
nationalism did not bring the Golden
Age under the pre-industrial system of
economic life, it is difficult to imagine
how it can possibly bring it in in an
age when economics is governed by a
technique which demands operations
on the grand scale If it is to operate
eftectively or even to work at all. A re-
partition of the world, which industrial-
ism united economically in the 19th
century, into 60 or 70 old-fashioned
hermit kingdoms would surely sabotage
the working of our modern industrial
system of economy in every one of those
little parochial units, and evenanational
state on the scale of the United States
is a little parochial unit compared with
the size of the world as a whole.
Theoretically, of course, one can
imagine an advocate of nationalism who
was so zealous a believer in the national-
istic creed, and at the same time SO
clear-sighted in estimating the eco-
nomic consequences of his policy, that
he would deliberately and frankly de-
clare to his fellow men that the pursuit
of nationalism demanded a heavy sacri-
fice in standards of living, and would at
the same time propound to them that
the advantages of nationalism were so
great that they were worth the price.
There is one conspicuous example of a
living and reigning nationalist of this
temper in the person of Mr. Eamon de
Valera, who is pursuing his nationalistic
{Continued on Page 15)
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. *Nationalism

(Continued from Page 3)
yolicy @ outrance, and has told
1is Irish countrymen outright
hat, white he wishes to abolish
xtreme poverty in Ireland, he
1as no use for great wealth in
reland either. However much
yne may disagree with Mr. de
Jalera s policy on this point or
‘hat, one cannot but respect his
-haracter. Unhappily, however,
\ationalists of Mr, de Valera's
:ind are rare, and the reason is
Jbvious. The type requires not
,nly unquestioning faith in the
ntrinsic value of nationalism,
ind a clear understanding of its
.conomic cost, but a very high
yrder of personal courage. For
he doctrine that nationalism
nd matertal comfort are incom-
atible — although this would
;eem to be the truth—is the most
mpopular proposition that any
soliticlan In any country could
Jossibly present to “the man in
b -eet.”

R S

The fact is that “the man In
he street” today wants both of
wo incompatible things. He
vants to retain all the well-being
_in the shape of automoblles,
-adios, refrigerators and steam
leat—which industrialism has
v\t him; and at the same
i » wants to relapse into the
oliues of tribalism to which he
1as become accustomed by long
\abit. He wishes to believe that
\is two desires are in harmony
vith each other and that both
,oals can be reached by follow-
ng the same identical - path.
Jothing makes him so angry as
o be told that nationalism and
aaterial  well-being are ulti-
nately incompatible, and that he
\as to make his choice between
hem. And therefore he is seldom
old this vital, bare truth today
) the politicians, who mostly
Azke-thelr_living_ by prophesy-
ng smooth, deslrable, pleasant
hings.

When “the man in the street”
s told that economic national-
sm, carried through to comple-
ion, means sailing back to the
tandard of living of the 18th
entury, he loses his temper and
efuses to believe his ears. Yet in
eality, if nationalism does now
/in the day, men will be lucky to
ot off at no heavier & price than
. decline of 30 to 60 per cent In
he ~-aterial amenities of life. We
h 7t be as lucky as this un-
¢s. .. the same time we can
epudiate, abandon, and forget
1l the mechanical technique that
se have invented for ourselves
wuring the last century; and
nere 1s no indication at present
nhat we are going to cut out our
aodern technlque and cast 1t
o s.

8 he contrary, we are ad-
ancing by enormous strides
very day in our mastery of the
‘hyslcal universe; in our capacity
J put an unprecedented material
drive” behind all our human
ctions, whether these actions
.appen to be wise or foolish or
ood or evil. In particular, we
re making astonishing progress
a “annihilating distance” and in
evising weapons for destroying
ne another wholesale. And it Is
ne of the most curious and ironic
nd potentially traglc spectacles
1 the present panorama of
.uman affairs to see “the man in
he street,” who is in full cry
fter nationalism, cheering in
he same breath each fresh ex-
loit of the world’s airmen. This
pectacle is strange because the
onquest of the atr is bound to be
mployed, for human weal or woe,
1 one or the other of two alterna-
we ways, ways dlametrically
pposed to one another. In any
ase, the conquest of the air has
iade nonsense of national fron-
ers and is manifestly destined
unlegs the act of flying is soon
yrgotten or else deliberately
iven up) to break those frontiers
own by one means or other. One
‘ay In which aircraft may abol-
sh frontiers Is by gradually com-

- From the ‘Hub of the Universe’ to the. Axis of the Earth

BYRD EXPEDITION STARTING SOUTH FROM BOSTON

pleting that voluntary and pacific
unification of the world which
bhegan in the 19th century but
which was checked abruptly by
the war in 1914, But there is also
another way by which aircraft
may bring about—and this more
rapidly—the same vesult; ‘and
that is the traditional method of
war, now to be waged, however,
with unprecedentedly destructive
weapons. £ £ 4

In a soclety which insists on
combining the traditional insti-
tutions of nationallsm and war
with the new weapons which
industrialism has now placed in
the warrior’s hands, the lives of
the 60 or 70 parochial sovereign
states are certain to be “hasty,
brutish and short.” For, under
this combination of conditions,
those states that are now all
doing their utmost to isolate
themselves from one another
cannot possibly “live happily
ever after” as hermit kingdoms
without mutual contact. You
might as well abolish all traffic
controls and light signals on a
modern highway, without at the
same time forbidding the use of
automobiles, and then expect the
automoebiles — traveling on the
modern road under anarchic
conditions—to steer clear of one
another, Of course we all realize
that, under such conditions, the
cars would collide with one an-
other right and left and the road
would become a scene of carnage;
and that is why we submit to the
nuisance of traffic regulations.
These regulations place irksome
restrictions upon the liberty
which the wayfarer used to enjoy
in the pre-automobile days of
pedestrians and horse-carts; but
we submit to these restrictlons
with a good grace because we
nelther want to give up the use
of automobiles nor do we want to
have our lives cut short in auto-
mobile accldents, and we realize
that these are the only two
alternatives to the light signal
and the traffic policeman.

We realize this In our use of
the literal highway in our indi-
vidual private lives. But we seem
unable or unwilling to apply the
parable to the social highway
which we call clvilization, Yet the
parable undoubtedly does apply
to .this layger and far more im-
portant field of human action. On
the great highway of inter-
national relations, warlike colll-

sions between soverelgn states
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did not produce any intolerable
degree of destruction, so long as
the belligerents were no more
high-powered than pedestrians
and oxcarts. Now, however, such
collisions have become fatally
Jestructive because every bellig-
erent is._armed with all the
weapons that modern chemistry
and modern aeronautics can
provide.

In these circumstances only
three courses are open to us. We
may accept voluntarily, by mu-
tual agreement, a certain surren-
der of our respective national
sovereignties in order to make
possible an effective international
control over the relations be-
tween natlonal states. Secondly,
we may repudiate, abandon, and
forget the mechanical technique
which has armed us with anni-
hilating weapons and has pro-
vided us with the means of using
these weapons, from the air and
otherwise, against one another.
Thirdly, we may refuse to pay the
moderate price of international
cobperation, as required by the
first of these three courses, while
refusing at the same time to glve
up our modern means of whole-
sale mutual destruction, as re-
quired by the second. It is toward
this third possible course that we
now seem to he drifting, sulkily
and helplessly. We offer the spec-
tacleofsheep going to the slaugh-
ter. For this road leads to death.
On this road, the high-powered
sovereign national states of today
will collide disastrously with one
another, and the disaster will be
repeated again and again until
the road is held by some single
solitary survivor.

This is the Roman solution of
our modern problem; and we
know what the Roman solution
meant in ancient history. In the
last chapter of ancient history,
the Romans eventually unified by
force the multitudinous sovereign
states of a warring and distract-
ed world which had obstinately
refused to codperate voluntarily.
But the Roman example shows
that when unification comes in
this way, the price that has to be
paid for it is prohibitive. The de-
struction of the ancient civiliza-
tion was the price of the devas-
tating wars through which the
ancient world was unified under
the Roman Empire. Let us, in our
generation, avold this fate. We
still have time to avold it, but we
have reached the eleventh hour,

Forthcoming
Articles
Next Week:

Sefior Salvador de Madariaga,
now Spanish Ambassador in
Paris and his country’s repre-
sentative in the League of Na-
tions, will throw some much-
needed light on what recent dis-
turbances in Spain mean to the
world at large, Sefior Madariaga
has lectured widely in the United
States, written for American
periodicals, and was for a time
Spanish Ambassador in Wash-
ington. He was professor of
Spanish at Oxford for several
years, and writes and speaks
Spanish, French and English with
almost equal facility.

PV

Violet Ker Seymer, associate
editor of the Christian Science
Sentinel and Journal, in an arti-
cle entitled, “Wheels,” points out
that the wheels of progress are
turning inevitably toward that
goal of peace and security which
all nations desire. Education and
intellectual freedom polnt the
way.

VARV IS

The plcturesque Indians of the
American southwest, experts at
making rugs, blankets, pottery
and silver ornaments, have
suffered competition from ma-
chine-made copies of their
handiwork. Harold Ickes, United
States Secretary of the Interior,
and his wife, Anna Wilmarth
Ickes, have long had great in-
terest in the welfare of the
Indians. Now steps have been
taken to protect their arts and
only constituents of this will be crafts. Mrs. Ickes writes about
star dust and volcanic ash. The |what this means to the Indlans.
volcanic ash can be separated, £ bk
and'the star dust isolated.

If, out of all the water melted
in the months that the expedition
remains at Little America, even
the smallest amount of star dust
is obtained Dr. Poulter declares
that he will be satisfied.

From 2 sclentific standpoint no
doubt there s much to be learned
from this collected dust of other
worlds. Meteorites are seized
upon eagerly by those who wish
to learn more of the planets and
stars that wheel through illimit-
able space. Star dust is but
another form of this same ma-
terial, holding in itself a chal-
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.. Star Dust

(Continued from Page 7)
that has fallen upon the snow
blanket. It is believed that the

Coming Soon:

Some new stories and thoughts
about Abraham Lincoln will be
offered by W. R. Rathvon, who
was present when the famous
Gettysburg Address was deliv-
ered, and for whom a study of
Lincoln has been a delightful
avocation.
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have fallen upon the earth all
down through the ages.

Perhaps the natural scientist
may bring back from the south
polar silences new knowledge
about. the make-up of planets or | 7

Perseids. Perhaps he will be able
to spread out beneath his micro-
scope the grist of the mills of atr,
and gaze upon the dust of stars
that once swam in fiery brilllance (
across the world’s vision. \

But for many men the romance ' g
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Hours 12 $o 8
MISS DALRYMPLE, Skipper

Fishing boats nest round the old gray
dock,
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Enclosed $5.00 {check or money
order) . D. extra. Please
send postpaid the New Wilkinson
“'Pull Proof'' Razor.
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