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Nationalism a Threat to Happiness 
In Seeking a Return to Outmoded Patterns of Government and Conduct, the Nations Condemn 

Themselves and Their Peoples to Destruction, Expert Warns 
By Arnold J. Toynbee 

Director o/. Studies in d1t~ Royal In!ltitwe 0/ International Affairs and Research Professor 01 InternationLll History in the University 0/ London 

I
F WE WANT, in onc sentence, to make 
an accurate and comprehensive 
statement of the inward conflict 

which is at present rending our world 
asunder, we may fairly say that we arc 
tn the throes of a struggle between 
nationalism and internationalism. 

Nationalism was the force which made 
the Great War; internationalism has 
been our post-war rcaeLion. Painfully 
and laboriously. since the war, we have 
been attempting to build up a social 
..... -ucture of organized international 

:!c. Today, more than 15 years after 
. ..; armistice, we are manifestly dis­

couraged by the poor results that have 
so far attended these labors. 

We are masters of material nature. 
We can build giant houses and giant 
ships and giant guns when we wish, and 
we can fly acroSS the Atlantic. But while 
, ..... have beconlC adepts In this mastery 

material things, we feel ourselves 
.... 1'e hellJless and inept in managing 

our human relations with one another 
than our fathers were before us. And 
accordingly, like buffied and ill-tem­
pered children, we are nOw in a mood 
to throw up internationalism in disgust 
and to drop back into our old national­
istic ru ts agaIn. 

In this present counter-offensive of 
nationalism agaln::iL internationalism, 
the older and narrower ot the two forces 
has a number of formidable advantages 
on its side. To begin with, it is supported 
by tradition; for the rnodern schism 
which has divided our Western Wurld 
in tu a patchwork of paroc'nial nati<~nal 
states-a blood-stained coat of m:lny 
colors-is now more than four centuries 
old. The original unity and fraternity of 
Western ChristendoI"n waned with the 
Middle Ages. In the second place, this 
traditional parochialism-which we like 
to call "nationalism" in order to lend it 
a dignified namc--has been roused to 
militancy because it is now aware that 
its recent hold over western minds has 
been threatened by the development of 
our modern industrial and mechanical 
technique: a new economic force which 
. demanding an ever larger field of 

ration until It Is now evident that 
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its optimum field wlll soon be nothIng 
less ~hhn the entire surface of the planet 
and the entire living generation of 
mankind. 

Each of the 60 or 70 parochial sov­
ereign states which exist in the world 
today feels its suvereign independence 
threatened by the economic colossus of 
the Machine Age; and they are all ::;trlv­
ing together, like the Lilliputians in 
Swift's satire, to bind the dangerous 
giant down with the gossamer threads 
of tarltf walls, currency ulanipulations 
and migration restrictions. 

In this attempt to put the Titan of 
industrialism in bonds, the national 
states ure able to make certain specious 
appeals for the sympathy and support 
of their respective subjects. On the eco­
nomic side they can represent that in­
dustrialism is a wayward, anarchic 
force which has no care 
for individual human weal 
and woe or hopes and 
fears. The monster, 
they say, must be put 
under dIscipline. And 
what effective author­
ities, other tban the 
parochial gov­
ernments of 
the existing 
national states, 
are to be found 
in the world 
of today for 
u nd eT taking 
this task? On 
the political 
side, the na­
tional govern-
men ts sail on a 
dift'erent tack. 
They sugge::it 
thut if indus­
trialism, wit h 
its many in­
ventions, does 
become the 
obedient slave 
of this or that 
other national 
stute which is 
their own 
heredItary 
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Posters and illuminated Displays In All Parts of Great 
Britain Ushered In a Campaign in 1931 Intended to 
Persuade Loyal Britons to Buy Home· Made Goods 
and Home.Lald Eggs. The Purpose Was to Support 

British Producers Against Foreign competition. 

Below-A Campaign to Persuade Americans to Pledge 
Themselves to Use Only American.Madc Goods Was 
Organized Throughout the Country by 'the: Hearst 
Newspapers in 1933. In Cities Where Hearst News· 

AI'e published It Made Some Headway, but 
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rival and nelghbor, then the new power 
will arm the old enemy with unprece­
dentedly dangerous weapons. In the 
name of security. therefore, they de­
mand of their own subjects that they 
should rally to their own goVel'nnlen t 
and allow it to equip itself with the same 
newfangled economic weapons in self­
defense. 

Through the combination of these 
various appeals, nationalism today is 
retaining, or acquiring, a powerful hold 
over people's thoughts in almost every 
country-though in different degrees, 
according to the differences in the 
local circumstances. At the moment, it 
looks a::; though, in the pre::;ent round 
of the struggle between nationalism and 
internationalism, the prospects were in 
natiollalism's lavar. And we naturully 
ask ourselves: What is the next stage, 
supposing that in this round natlonal­
bm definitely wins? Will mankind settle 
down in to a parochial life in 60 or 70 
mutually isolated hermit kingdoms? 

This seems to me the expectation of 
those people, In each country, w\1o are 

Has Since Been Forgotten. 

hailing the resurrection of nationalism, 
and who are looking forward to carrying 
it through to its logical extremes, as 
though it were an infallible prescription 
for bringing in the nlillennium. I"or 
those of us who do not share their faith, 
it is not easy to understand their line 
of reasoning. We have had any amount 
of nationalism without ever enjoying 
the millennium in the past. And if 
nationalism did not bring the Golden 
Age under the pre-industrial system of 
economic life, it Is difficult to imagine 
how it can possibly bring it in in an 
age when economics is governed by a 
technique which demands operations 
on the grand scale If it is to operate 
el!ectively or even to work at all. A re­
partiUon of the world, which industrial­
ism united economically in the 19th 
century, into 60 or 70 old-fashioned 
hermit kingdoms would surely sabotage 
the working of our modern industrial 
systeln of economy in everyone of those 
little parochial units, and even a national 
state on the scale of the United states 
is a little parochial unit compared with 
the size of the world as a whole. 

Theoretically. of course, one can 
imagine an advocate of nationalism who 
was so zealous a believer in the national­
istic creed, and at the same time so 
clear-sighted in estimating the eco­
nonlic consequences of his policy. that 
be would deliberately and frankly de­
clare to his fellow men that the pursuit 
of nationalism demanded a heavy sacri­
flce in standards of living, and would at 
the same time propound to them tha t 
the advantages of nationalism were so 
great that they were worth the prIce. 
There is one conspicuous example of a 
living and reigning nationalist of thIs 
temper in the person of Mr. Eamon de 
Valera, who is pursuIng his natIonalist ic 
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lOHcy d outrance, and' has told 
I1s Irish countrymen outright 

From the' Hub of the Universe' to the. Axis ~f the Earth 
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.hat, whUe he wishes to abolish 
'xtreme poverty 1n Ireland, he 
las no use for great wealth in 
,reland either. l!owever much 
me may disagree with Mr. de 
falera s policy on this point or 
hat, one cannot but respect his 
·haracter. Unhappily. however, 
iationalists of Mr. de Vale ra's 
:1nd are fare, and the reason is 
Jbvlous. The type requires not 
,nly unquestioning faith in the 
ntrlnsic value of nationalism. 
lnd a clear understanding of its 
·conomic cost, but a very high 
)rder of personal courage. F'ar 
he doctrine that nationalism 
,ud material comfort are Incom­
)atible - although this would 
;eem to be the truth-Is the most 
mpopular proposition that any 
lOlitlc!an In any country could 
lossibly present to "the man in 
b ·eet." 

J. J. J. 

Acme Newsplcture 

Next Week: 
Senor Salvador de Madarlaga, 

now Spanish Ambassador In 
Paris and his country's repre­
sentative in the League of Na­
tions, will throw some much­
needed light on what recent dis­
turbances In Spain mean to the 
world at large. Senor MadarJaga 
hus lectured widely in the United 
States, written for American 
periodicals, and was for a time 
Spani~h Ambassador in Wash­
ington. He was professor of 
Spanish at Oxford for several 
years, and writes and speaks 
Spanish, French and English with 
almost equal faclllty. 

J. J. J. 
Violet Ker Seymer, associate 

editor of the Christian Science 
Sentinel and Journal, in an arti­
cle entitled, "Wheels," points out 
that the wheels of progress are 
turning Inevitably toward that 
goal of peace and security which 
all nations desire. Education and 
Intellectual freedom point the 
way. 

The fact Is that "the man In 
he street" today wants both of 
wo Incompatible things. He 
;ants to retain all the well-being 
-in the shape of automobiles, 
"adios, refrigerators and steam 
lcat--which industriaUsm has 
IT' ·,t him; and at the same 
il ! wants to relapse into the 
)Qlh,cs of tribaUsm to which he 
las become accustomed by long 
lablt. He wishes to believe that 
lis two desires are in harmony 
vlth each other and that both 
,uals can be reached by follow-

BYRD EXPEDITION STARTING SOUTH FROM BOSTON 

The picturesque Indians of the 
American southwest, experts at 
making rugs, blankets, pottery 
and silver ornaments. have 
suffered competition from ma­
chine-made copies of their 
handiwork. Harold Ickes. United 
States Secretary of the Interior, 
and his wife, Anna Wilmarth 
Ickes, have long had great in­
terest in the welfare of the 
Indians. Now steps have been 
taken to protect their arts and 
crafts. Mrs. Ickes writes about 
what this means to the Indians. 

ng the same identical path. --------------------------~ 
lothing makes him so angry as pleting that voluntary and pacific did not produce any intolerable 
o be told that nationalism and unification of the world which degree of destruction, so long as 
"aterlal well-being are ultl- began In the 19th century but the belligerents were no more 
llately incompatible, and that he which was checked abruptly by high-powered than pedestrians 
tas to make his choice between the war in 1914. But there is also and oxcarts. Now, however, such 
hem. And therefore be is seldom another way by which aircraft collisions have become fatally 
old this vital, bare truth today may bring about--and this more destructive because every bellig­
,y the polltlclans, who mostly rapidly-the same result; and erent is armed with all the 
llak<>_thelr.,Jivlng_by_propheay- that is the traditional method of weapons that modern chemistry 
ng smooth, desirable, pleasant war. now to be waged, however, and modern aeronautics can 
hlngs. with unprecedentedly destructive provide. 
When "the man in the streetU weapons. J. J. J. In these circumstances only 

$ told that economic national- In a society which insists on three courses are open to us. We 
im, carried through to comple- combining the traditional instl- may accept voluntarily, by mu­
lon, means sailing back to the tutions of nationalism and war tual agreement, a certain surren­
Landard of living of the 18th with the new weapons which der of our respective national 
cntury. he loses his temper and Industrialism has now placed In sovereignties In order to make 
etuses to belleve his ears. Yet in the warrior's hands, the lives of possible an effective international 
eality. if nationalism does now the 60 or 70 parochial sovereign control over the relations be­
,in the day, men wlll be lucky to states are certain to be "hasty, tween national states. Secondly, 
et off at no heavier a price than brutish and short." For, under we may repudiate, abandon, and 
, decline of 30 to 60 per cent In this combination of conditions, forget the mechanical technique 
he --"terial amenities of life. We those states that are now all which has armed us with annl­
t! Jt be as lucky as this un- doing their utmost to Isolate hUating weapons and has pro-

I!S... ." the same time we can themselves from one another vlded us with the means of using 
cpudiate, abandon, and forget cannot possibly "live happily these weapons, from the air and 
II the mechanical technique that ever after" as hermit kingdoms otherwise, against one another. 
le have Invented for ourselves without mutual contact. You Thlrdiy, we may refuse to pay the 
,urlng the last century; and might as well abolish all trafflc moderate price of International 
Ilere Is no Indication at present controls and light signals on a cooperation, as required by the 
hat we are going to cut out our modern highway. without at the first of these three courses, while 
. 1Odern technique and cast It same time forbidding the use of refusing at the same time to give 
re "l. automobiles, and then expect the up our modern means of whole-

\. he contrary, we are ad- automobiles _ travellng on the sale mutual destruction, as re-
anclng by enormous strides modern road under anarchic quired by the second. It Is toward 
very day in our mastery of the conditions-to steer clear of one this third possible course that we 
,hysical universe; in our capacity another. Of course we all realize now seem to be drifting, sulkily 
d put an unprecedented material that, under such conditions, the and helplessly. We otTer the spec­
drive" behind all our human cars wouid colllde with one an- tacleofsheep going to the slaugh­
ctlons, whether these actions other right and left and the road ter. For this road leads to death. 
.appen to be wise or foolish or would become a scene of carnage; On this road, the high-powered 
ood or eviL In particular, we and that is why we submit to the sovereign national states of today 
re making astonishing progress nuisance of traffle regulations. will collide disastrously with one 
" "annihilating distance" and In These regulations place irksome another, and the disaster will be 
evlsing weapons for destroying restrictions upon the liberty repeated again and again until 
ne another wholesale. And It Is which the wayfarer used to enjoy the road Is held by some single 
ne of the most curious and Ironic in the pre-automoblle days of solitary survivor. 
nd potentially tragic spectacles pedestrians and horse-carts; but This Is the Roman solution of 
.l the present panorama of we submit to these restrictions our modern problem; and we 
.uman affairs to see "the man In with a good grace because we know what the Roman solution 
he street," who Is In full cry neither want to give up the use meant In ancient history. In the 
fter nationalism, cheering In of automobiles nor do we want to last chapter of ancient history, 
tle same breath each fresh ex- have our lives cut short in auto- the Romans eventually unified by 
lolt of the world's airmen. This mobile accidents, and we reallze force the multitudinous sovereign 
pectacle Is strange because the that these are the only two states of a warring and dlstract­
,mquest of the air Is bound to be alternatives to the light signal ed world which had obstinately 
tnployed, for human wenl or woe, and the traffic pOlicenlan. refused to cooperate voluntarily. 
lone or the other of two alterna- We reallze this In our use of But the Roman example shows 
lve ways, ways diametrically the !!teral highway In our !ndl- that when unification comes In 
rposed to one another. In any vidual private lives. But we seem this way, the price that has to be 
~se, the conquest of the air has unabie or unwll1lng to apply the paid for It Is prohibitive. The de­
lade nonsense of national fron- parable to the social highway struction of the ancient civiliza­
!crs and Is manl!cstly destined which we caU clvlllzation. Yet the tlon was the price 01 the devas­
llnle~s the act of flying Is 800n parable undoubtedly does apply tating wars through which the 
>rgotten or else deliberately to this larger and far more Im- ancient world was unified under 
iven up) to break those frontiers portant field of human action. On the Roman Empire. Let us, in our 
own by one means or other. One the great highway of inter- generation, avoid thls fate. We 
'ay In which alrcralt may abol- national relations, warlike colll- still have time to avoid It, but we 
;h frontiers Is by gradually com- slons between sovereign states have reached the eleventh h01,lf. 
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.. Star Dust 
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that has faUen upon the snow 
blanket. It Is believed that the 
only constituents of this wlll be 
star dust and volcanic ash. The 
volganic ash can be separated, 
an'ltthe star dust Isolated. 

If, out of all the water melted 
in the months that the expedition 
remains at Little America, even 
the smallest amount of star dust 
Is obtained Dr. Poulter declares 
that he will be satisfied. 

From a scientific standpoint no 
doubt there Is much to be learned 
from t.his collected dust of other 
worlds. Meteorites are seized 
upon eagerly by those who wish 
to learn more of the planets and 
stars that wheel through illimit­
able space. Star dust Is but 
another form of this same ma­
terial, holding in itself a chal­
lenge to man, who has not yet 
been able to look upon a single 
grain of the unknown tons that 
have fallen upon the earth all 
down through the ages . 

Perhaps the natural scientist 
may bring back from the south 
polar sllences new knowledge 
about the make-up of planets or 
Perselds. Perhaps he will be able 
to spread out beneath his micro­
scope the grist of the mllls of air, 
and gaze upon the dust of stars 
that once swam In fiery brilliance 
across the world's vision. 

But for many men the romance 
of that collected dust lies In the 
mysteries that surround the 
earth. Is this dust the stuff of 
which sunsets are made? Is this 
the glory that marches across the 
frosty curtain of the arctic sky? 
Is this the dye that colors the 
misty robes of twilight? 
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BLUE SHIP 
TEAROOM 

TIP. OF T WHARF, BOSTON 
Houn 12 to 8 Sundays, .... to 7:30 

MISS DAlRYMPlE. Skipper 

FIBMng boab ?led round the old flrall 
dock, 

Tug boatl chl/g in tt, lee, 
Colorlul charm alloard the Brue SMp 

At luncheon, dinner or tea. 

J. J. J. 

Coming Soon: 
Some new stories and thoughts 

about Abraham Lincoln will be 
olIered by W. R. Rathvon, who' 
was present when the famous 
Gettysburg Address was deliv­
ered, and for whom a study of 
Lincoln has been a delightful 
avocation. 

SANIFLOR kec:pI .. it awed ilnd 
clc:au. Bani,h.,. olfe'lIive odor~. 
Protc:cU clothing and fur. from 
Mocha. Ide .. 1 lor office IIse. 
SANIFLOR dowly ev"por,un 
throllgh .mall tlower·wid< fur­
ni.hed with every botdc:. Co~u 
only .. bOIl! one cent ... dllY 10 U~~, 

_ ... 00 ~o~t~t::~ Anywhere 

S .. "d chuck or no< .. '''Y u,..lllr lu 

PURO SALES CO. (of 5,,.10") 
200 Summer St., 80ston,. M ... s~. 

FROM. ONE BLADE 
You've waited years for this New Wil­

klnson "Pull Proof" Razor with ih Sheffield 
deel hollow· ground blade which give~ 
months of s-m-o.o-t-h ,haves. It ends 

t!t:~~ntUyt:~~~:k~;-;h~~~~n~!e~le~~:::,4~: 
inelpeMI",e al walhln9 your f"ce. On. Ulllr 
writ Ill, "Nllver uu,d a ralor which qa"'lI lueh 

~i~~~~t. lr:l~d~ i,a'nlle~lI~ 'rea:o",I!~1 t~li~?II::r:~ 
Itrop.) An adJultable rollllr 9uard brillC)1 to 
~:...:...:...;....:....:~ ,h,,"'11I9 the mod rll",olu· 

AGENTS !~~na'7n ... 'e~~~~"'·:int 1~lf~~~ 
Thou.and, In ralon. The N'!.W' Wllklnlon 
1I0U r terrltorll Is Ihll ma$lerplllclI of EnC). 
wilt want thh I"nd', malter cr ... thmen. 
razor on "oht. Don't delay-loin the thou· 
Write lor a(JenCII land, of .nlhullalflc uun 
oder. HIghelt now.Sothfadlonguaranteed 

~~(ree~~ net:' re-I ~ho:'o~;v c~~~~~e~~I:::ter 
~----------------
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h
., ~ 
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