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A RETROSPECT OF POST-WAR
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fANY

RELATIONS. WITH GREAT BRITAIN

The following is the full text, as
furnished by Reuter, of Herr Hitler's
speech before the Reichstag yesterday in
~eply to President Roosevelt's telegram : —

Members of the German Reichstag ! The
President of the United States of America has
addressed a telegram to me, with the curious
sontents of which you are already familiar,
Before I, the addressee, actually received this
Jocument the rest of the world had already
neen informed of it by radio and newspaper
eports; and numerous commentaries in the
organs of the democratic world Press had
iiready generously enlightened us as to the fact
hat this telegram was a very skilful, tactical
iocument, destined to impose upon the States
n which the people govern the responsibility
‘or warlike measures adopted by the pluto-
sratic countries : in view of these facts I decided
o summon the German Reichstag so that you,
rentlemen, might have an opportunity of
searing my answer first and of either confirm-
ng that answer or rejecting it.

But in addition I considered it desirable 10
ecp to the method of procedure initiated by
>resident Roosevelt and to inform the rest of
he world, on my part and by our own means.
»f my answer,

But I should like also to take this oppor-
unity of giving expression 1o the feelings with
vhich the tremendous historical happenings of
he month of March inspire me. 1 can give

vent 1o my deepest feelings only in the form of |

mble thanks to Providence, who called upon
me and vouchsafed il 10 me, once an unknown
.oidier of the Great War, 1o rise 10 be_the
cader of my so dearly loved people. Pro-
vidence caused me to find the way to free our
seople from i1s deepest misery without any
‘hedding of blood. and to lead it upwards
nce more.  Providence has granied that I
ight fultil my fife’s task—to raise my German
ople up out of the depth of defeat and to
berate it from the bands of the most infamous
fictate of all times.

For 1his alone has been the aim of my
ictions.  Since the day on which I entered
~olitics 1 have been moved by no other idea
han that of winning back the freedom of the
German nation, restoring the power and
rengih of the Reich, overcoming the internal
iisruption of the nation, remedying its isola-
jon from the rest of the world. and safeguard-

¢ the maintenance of iis independent
onomic and political existence.

I have worked only to restore that which
vthers once brake by force, 1 have desired only
o make good that which Satanic malice or
uman unteason destroyed or demolished. 1
:ave therefore taken no step which violated the
ghts of others, but have only restared that
ice which was violated 20 years ago. The
resent Greater German Reich contains no
erritory-whn T TR

Tor-fromthe earhest times

were maltreated by their hatred and unreason
were, unfortunately, not in a position to share
with those who had injured them in this escape.

1t is_impossible to enumerate the stages of
the suffering of our own people. Robbed of
the whole of its colonial possessions, deprived
of all its financial resources, plundered by so-
called reparations, and thus impoverished
our nation was driven into the blackest period
of its national misfortune. And let it Le
noted that this was not Natjonal-Socialist
Germany, but democratic Germany, the
Germany which was weak enough to trust tor
a single moment the promises of dernocratic
statesmen.

GERMAN SUFFERINGS
ELEMENTS OF BOLSHEVISM

The misery resulting therefrom and the con-
tinuous want' began to bring our nation
politically’ to  despair.  The decent znd
industrious people of Central Europe thought
that they could see the possibility of deliver-
ance in the complete destruction of the order
which appeared to have become a curse.
Jewish parasites on the one hand plundered
the nation ruthlessly, and on the other hand
incited the people when it had been reduced
to misery. As the misfortune of our nation
became the only aim and object of this race.
it was possible to breed among the growing
;army of unemployed suitable elements for the
i Bolshevist revolution. The decay of political
order and the confusion of public opinion by
the irresponsible Jewish Press led 1o ever
stronger shocks to economic life and conse-
quently to increasing misery and to greater
readiness 10 absorb subversive Bolshevist ideas,
The army of the Jewish world revolution. as
the army of unemploved was czled, finally
rose to almest 7.000,000. Germany had never
known this state of affairs before. In the living
space of the great German people and of the
old Habsburg States belonging thereto,
despite all the difficulties of the struggle for
exisience involved by the excessive density of
population, economic life had not become
more uncerfain in the course of time, but on
the contrary more and more secure. Indusiry
and diligence, great thrift, and the love of
scrupulous order. though they did not enzble
the people in this territory 1o accumulate
excessive riches, did at any rate insure them
against abject misery. The results of the
‘\vrclchedvpea_ce forced upon them by 1tle
, demacratic dictators were thus all the more
; terrible for these people who were damned at
Versailles.

“GREED FOR SPOILS”

To-day we know the reason for this frightful

e 1 — .

leader of the German people I have never left
any doubt thar, wherever the higher interests
of the European comity were at stake, national
interests must, if necessary, be relegated to
second place in certain cases. And—as I have
already emphasized—this is not for tactical
reasons; for I have never Jeft any doubt that ;
I am absolutely earnest in this attifude of mine. |
For guite a number of territories which might |
possibly be disputed I have therefore come to
final decisions which 1 have proclaimed not
only ta the outside world, but also to my own
people, and have seen 1o it that they should
abide by them,

ALSACE-LORRAINE AND
THE SAAR

I have not, as France did in 1870-71,
described the session of Alsace-Lorraine as
intolerable for the future, but L have here
drawn a difference between the Saar Territory
and these two former imperial provinces. And
I have never changed my attitude nor will I
ever do s0. 1 have not allowed this attitude
to be modified or jeopardized inside the country
on any occasion, either in the Press or in any
other way. The return of the Saar Territory
has done away with all territorial problems in
Europe between France and Germany. [ have,
however, always regarded it as regrettable that
French statesmen should take this attitude for
granted. This is, however. not the way to look
at the matter. ]t was not for fear of France
that I preached this atiitude. As a former
soldier | see no reason whatever for such fear.
Moreover, as regards the Saar Territory, 1
made il quite clear that we would not counte-
nance any refusal to return it to Germany. No.
1 have confirmed this attitude 10 France as an
expression of an appreciation of the necessity
to attain peace in Europe instead of sowing
the seed of continual uncertainty and even
tension by making unlimited demands and
continually asking for revision. If this tension
has nevertheless now arisen, the responsibility
does not lie with Germany but with those
international elements which systematically
produce such tension in order to serve their
capitalist interests.

PEACE WITH NEIGHBOURS
A SERIES OF DECLARATIONS

T have giver. binding declarations to a large
number of States. None of these States can
complain that even a trace of a demand con-
trary thereto has ever been made 1o them by
Germany. None of the Scandinavian states-
men, for example. can contend that a request
has ever been put 10 _them by the German
Government or by German public opinion.
which was incompatible with the sovereignmy
and inteerity of their State.

I was pleased that a number of European
States availed themselves of these declara-
tions by the German Government to express
and emphasize their desire, 100, for absoluie
neutrality. This applies to Holland. Belgium,
Switzerland, Denmark. &c. 1 have already
mentioned France. I need.not mention Italy.
with whom we are united in the deepest and
closest friendship, Hungary, and Yugoslavia,
with whom we as neichbours have the fortune
to be on very friendly terms. On the other
hand, 1 ‘have left no doubt from the first
moment of my political activity that there
existed other circumstances which represent
such a mean and gross outrage of the right
of self-determination of our people that we
can never accept or endorse them. I have
never written a single line or made a single
speech displaying a different attitude towards
the above-mentioned Stiates. On the other
hand, with reference to the other cases, 1 have
pever writien a single line or made a singie
speech in which 1 have expressed any attitude
contrary to my actions.

THE ANSCHLUSS

1. Austria—The oldest Eastern march
of the German people was once the buttress
of ' German nation on - south-east of
the 1. The Germans is country are
desc  .d from settlers fre .l the German
tribes, even though the Bavarian tribe did
contribute the major portion. Later this Ost-

| outcome of the Great-War. . First it was-the-
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; this State was prepared loyally 1o take over
:and play the role which it had been assigned

in which the so-called predominant national
element was actually in a minority, could be
maintained only by means of a brutal assault
on ‘the national units which formed the major
part of the population.

This assault was possible only in so far as
protection and assistance were granted by the
European democracies, This assistance could
naturally be expected only on condition that

at birth. But the purpose of this Tole was no
other than to prevent the consolidation of
Central Europe, to provide a bridge to Europe
for Bolshevist aggression and, above all, to act
as a mercenary of the European democracies
against Germany. Everything else followed
automatically. The more this State tried to
fulfil the task it had been set, the greater was
the resistance put up by the national minorities.
And the greater the resistance, the more it
became necessary to resort to oppression. This
inevitable hardening of the internal antitheses
led in its turn to an increased dependence on
the democratic European founders and bene-
factor§ of the State. For they alone were in
a position to maintain in the Jong run the
economic existence of this unnatural and
artificial creation.

Germany was primarily interested in one
thing only, and that was to liberate the nearly
4,000,000 ‘Germans.in this country from their
unbearable situation, and to make it possible
for them to return to their home country and
to the thousand-year-old Reich. 1t was only
natural that this problem immediately brought
up all the other aspects of the nationalities pro-
blem. But it was also natural that the removal
of the different national groups should deprive
what was left of the State of all capacity to
survive—a fact of which the founders of the
State had been well aware when they planned
it at Versailles, since it was for this very reason
that they decided.on the assault on the other
minorities and had forced these against their
will 10 become part of this amateurishly con-
structed State.

NO DOUBT LEFT

1 have Jikewise never Jeft any doubt about
Ty opinion and attitude. It is true that. so
long as Germany herself was powerless and de-
fenceless, this.oppression of almost 4,000,000
Germans could be carried out without the
Reich offering any. practical resistance. How-
ever, only achild in politics could have believed
that the German pation would remain for ever
in the state it was in in 1919.

Only so Jong as the international traitors |
supported from abroad held the direction of .
the German State could people rely on these ;
disgraceful conditions being patiently put up
with.  From the moment when after the vie-
tory of National Socialism these traitors had
1o transfer their domicile to the place whence -
they had received their subsidies. the solution
of this problem was only a question of time. '
Moreover, it was exclusively a question affect-
ing the nationalities concerned, not one con- |
cerning Western Europe. It was certainly
understandable that Western Furope was in- !
terested in the artificial State brought into being
in its jnterest. But that the rauonalities sur-'
rounding this State should regard this interest
as a_determining factor for them was a faise '
conclusion which was perhaps regrettable for
many. In so far as this interest was only !
directed to the financial establishment of this '
State. Germany could have had nothing 10 say
i{ this financial interest had no: been subjected !
exclusively to the political aims of the
democracies.

A MILITARY STATE
MENACE TO THE REICH

The financial requirements of this State
foliowed but one guiding jdea—namely,
the creation of a military State armed to the
teeth with a view to forming a bastion extend-

"ing into the German Reich. which promised to

be a slarting point for military operations in

connexjon with invasions of the Reich from the

West, or at any rate an air base of undoubted }
value. What was expecied fiom this State is |
shown most clearly by the observation of the |
French Minister of Air, M. Pierre Cot, who |
catmiysrred thar thie d ? !

' very iikely have been the easiest thing in the |

then by this means they hoped to be able to
exert the desired military pressure on the
elections in Sudeten Germany, which could
no longer be avoided.

According to their view there remained only
two alternatives for Germany: either 1o accept
this Czech mobilization and with it a dis-
graceful blow to her prestige, or the settling
of accounis with Czecho-Slovakia, a_bloody
war, and thus perhaps the possibility of
mobilizing the nations of Western Europe,
who had no interest in these matters, thereby
involving them in the inevitable bloodtust so
as_toimmerse-humanity in a new catastrophe
in which some would have the honour of
losing their lives, and others the pleasure of
making war profits.

EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER
THE MEETING AT MUNICH

You are acquainted, Gentleman, with the
decisions 1 made at the time:—

1.-~The solution of this question, and, what is more,
by October 2, 1938, a1 the Jatest:

2.—The preparation of this solution with all the
means necessary 10 leave no doubt that any auempl
at intervention would be met by the united force of
the whole nation.

It was at this juncture that I decreed and
ordered the construction of/ the Western
fortifications. On September/ 25, 1938, they
were already in such a condition that their
power of resistance was 30 to 40 times as
great as-that of the old Siegfried Line in
the Great War. They have now been prac-
tically completed and are at the present
moment being enlarged by the new lines
outside Aachen and Saarbriicken which 1
ordered later. These, too, are very largely
ready for defence. ‘In view of the condition
of these, the greatest fortifications ever con-
structed, the German nation may feel perfectly
ssured that no Power in this world will ever
succeed in breaking through this front,

When the first provocative attempt utilizing
the Czech mobilization had failed t0 Jead to
the desired result, there then set in the second
phase, in which the tendency of this affair,
which really concerned Central Europe alone,
became all the more obvious.

If the cry of ** Never another Munich!™
is raised in the world to-day, this simply
confirms the fact that the peaceful solution
of the problem appeared 1o be the most fatal
thing that ever happened in the eves of those
warmongers. They are sorry no blood was
shed—not their blood, of course; for these
agitators are, of course, never 1o be found
where shots are being fired, but only where
money is being made! No, .t is the bloed
of many nameless soldiers. Moreover, there
would have been no necessity for the Munich
Conference, for that conference was only
made possible by the fact ihat the countries

which had at first incited those concerned
to resist at all costs later on, when the situa-
tion pressed for a solution in one way or:
another, were compelied t© Uy 10 secure
for themselves a more of less respectable
retreat; far without Munich, that is to say .
without the interference of the countries of |
Western Eurape, a solution of the entire;
problem—if it bad ever grown so acute—would

world.
The decision of Munich led 1o the following |
result; —

(1) The return of the most essential paris of the
German_border sctlements in Bohemia and Moravia
to the Reich. )

(2) The heeping open of the possibility of a solution
of the other problems of that State—.e., & Teturn or
separation of ihe existing Hungarian and Slovak
minorities.

(3) There still remained the question of guaranfees.
As far as Germany and lly were concerned. ibe
guarantee of this State had from the first bren made
dependent upon the consent of all interested partics
pordering ~n Crecho-Siosakia, that = to say, the

guarante coupled with the a olution  of
problem craing _the parties 1 cd, which
were stik, ~ed. The foilowing pr 5 were still
Jeft open:—

1@} The return of the Magyvar districts 10 Hungary.
(h) The teturn of the Polish districts 1o Poland.
(¢} The sotution of the Slovak. question...
(d) The solution of the Ukramian question, M

! whatever 1o do with the M .
! Just as English measures in, say, Northern re-

tendencies of Dr. Benesh, the former Presi-
dent, Germany would not put up with any
development along such lines, but would stifle
it in its earliest stages. 1 also pointed out at
that time that the maintenance of such a tre-
mendous military arsenal in Central Europe
for no reason or purpose could only be regarded
as a focus of danger., Later developments
proved how justified my warning had been. A
continuous and rising tide of underground
propaganda, and a gradual tendency on the
part of Czech newspapers 1o relapse into the
old style of writing, made it finally clear even
to the grealest simpleton that the old state of
affairs would soon be.restored. The danger
of a military conflict was ali the greater as
there was always the possibility that some mad-
man or other might get control of the vast
stores of munitions. This involved the danger
of immense explosions. As a proof of this I
cannot refrain, gentlemen, from giving you an
idea of the truly gigantic amounts of this inter-
national store of explosives in Central Europe,
Since the wccupation of this rerritory the
following have been confiscated and placed in
safe keeping:—
A—AIR FORCE

1. Acroptanes R . .. 1.582
2. Anu-aircraft guns .- . 501
B.—ARMY

%. Guns (light and heavy) -

Minenwerfer .
anks .. -
Machine-puns ..
Automatic pistcls

Rifles -

114.000
.. .- 1,090,000
-AMMUNITION

1 tion. over 1.000.000.000 rounds.
2. Shells 3,000,000 rounds,

D.—Other mplements of war of all kinds, €.g.:—
Bridge-building cquipment,

Aircraft detectors,

Scarchlights,

Measuring instruments,

Motar-vehicies, n X

Special moor-vehicies—in vast quantities

1 believe that it is a good thing for millions

and millions of people that I, thanks to the last-
minute insight of responsible men on the other
side, succeeded in averting such an explosion.
and found a solution which I am convinced has
finally abolished this problem of a source of
danger in Central Europe.

The contention that this solution {s contrary
to the Munich Agreement can neither be sup-
ported nor confirmed. This Agreement could
under no circumstances be regarded as final,
because it admitted that other problems re-
quired and remained to be solved. We cannot
really be reproached for the fact that the
parties cancerned—and this is the deciding
factar—dig not turn to the four Powers but
onty to Italy and Germany, nor yet for the fact
that the State as such finally sphit up of its
own accord and there was consequently no
longer any Czecho-Slovakia, It was. how-
ever, understandable that long after the
ethnographic principle had been made jnvalid
Germany should take under her protection her
interests daung back a thousand years, whic
are not only of a political but also of an
economic nature. .

The future will show whether the solution
which Germany has found is right or wrong.
However, it is certain that the solution is not
subject to English supervision or criticism,
For Bohemia and Moravia as the remnants o
former Czecho-Slovakia have nothing more
unich Agreement,

land, whether they be right or wrong, are not
subject to German supervision or cricism,
this is also the case with these old German
Electorates.

However, 1 entirely fail to understand how
the agreement reached between Mr. Chamber-
lain and myself at Munich can refer to this
case. for the case of Czecho-Slovakia was settled
in the Munich protoco! of the four Powers as
far as it could be settled at all at that time.
Apart from this provision was merely made
that if the interested parties should fail to come
to an agreement they should be entitled to
appeal to the four Powers, who had agrgcd
in such a case to meet for further consultation
after the expiration of three months. How-
ever, these interesied parties did not appeal 10
the four Powers at all, but only to Germany
and Italy. That this was fully jusiified more-
over is proved by the fact that peither England
nor France have raised any ohjections thereto.

ves accepted the decision given
v. Wo. the agreement

__exer be_robbed_by_us of its property ; but

her political misdevelopment ard her i
tence as a result thereof! That condition
now been overcome. Therefore we Ger
do not feel in the Jeast inferior (o the B
nation. Our self-esteem is just as great as
of an Englishman for England. In the hi
of our people, now of approximately
vears standing, there are occasions and a¢
enough to fiil us with sincere pride.

Now if England cannot understanc
point of view, thinking perchance she
look upon Germany as a vassal State.
-our fove and friendly feelings have It
becn wasted on England. We shzll not de
or lose heart on that account, but—r¢
on the consciousness of our own strengtl
on the strength of our friends—we shall
find ways and means to secure eur ind
ence withont impairing our digpity.

I have heard the statement of the B
Prime Minister to the effect that he &
able to put any trust in German assurz
In the circumstances 1 consider it a
of course that we no longer wish 2 expec
or the British people 10 bear the burden
situation which is only conceivable in an z
sphere of mutual confidence. When Ger
became National-Socialist and thus pave
way for her national resurrection, in f
ance of my unswerving policy of frien
with England, of my own accord I mad
proposal for a veluntary restriction of Ge
raval armaments. That restriction was.
ever, based on one condition~—namely
will and the conviction that a war be
England and  Germany would never
be possible:  This wish and this convic:
alive in me to-day.

I am, however, now compelled to state
the policy of England is both unofficiall;
officialty leaving no doubt about the fact
such a conviction is no Jjonger share
London, and that. on the contrary. the op
prevails there thar no matter in what cc
Germany should some day be entangled, ¢
Britain would always have to take her
against Germany. Thus a war against
many is taken for granted in that count:
most profoundly regret such a develop
for the only claim I have ever made, and
continue to make, on England is that
return of our colonies. But I always m:
very clear that this would pever becom
cause of a military conflict. I have a
held that the English, 1o whom those col
are of no value, would one day understan
German situation and would then value
man friendship higher than the possessi
territories which, while vielding no real
whatever to them, are of vital importan
Germany.

THE NAVAL AGREEME

NEED OF A CLEAR
NDERSTANDING
Apart from this, however, | have
. advanced a claim which might in any way
, interfered with British interests or have be
. a danger to the Empire and thus have -
\', any kind of damage 1o England. Thavea
i kept within the limit of such demands ¢
: intimately connected with Germany's
'space and thus the ciernal property o
German nation. Since England to-day,
by the Press and officially, upholds the
that Germany should be opposed unds
circumstances, and confirms this by the 1
of encirclement known to us, the basis fc
Naval Treaty has been removed. 1 have1
fore resolved to send to-day a communic
to this effect to the British Government.
is to us not a matter of practical materiz
portance—for 1 still hope that we sha
able 0 avoid an armaments race with En
—but an action of self-respect. Shoul
British Government, however, wish to
once more into negotiations with Germar
this problem. no one would be happier t
at the prospect of still being able 1o cor
a clear and straightforward understandin
Moreover, I know my people—and |
on them. We do not want anything ths
not formerly belong 1o us, and no State

susr halisvne thal he jc ahlpe 1A atiacy Ger
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"was, it is true, once more extremely sorry that
there was no bloodshed—that 175,000 Ger-
mans were able 1o return to the homeland
which they loved above everything else with-
out a few hundred thousands others having
to be shot for it | This grieved the apostles
of humanitarianism deeply. It was therefore
no wonder that they immediately began to
Jook out for new possibilities of bringing
about a thorough disturbance of the European
atmosphere after all. And so, as in the case
of Czecho-Slovakia, they again resorted to
the assertion that Germany was taking
mﬂyt;yy. steps—that s, was supposedly
mobilizing. This mobilization was said 10 be
directed against Poland.

RELATIONS WITH
POLAND
THE PROBLEM OF DANZIG

There is little to be said as regards German-
Polish relations. Here too the Peace Treaty
of Versailles—of course intentionally—in-
flicted a most severe wound on Germany.
The strange way in which the Corridor giving
Poland access to the sea was marked our was
meant, above all 10 prevent for all time the
establishment of an understanding between
Poland and Germany. This problem is—as
1 have already stressed—perhaps the most
painful of all problems for Germany. Never-
theless 1 have never ceased to uphold the view
that the necessity of a free access 10 the sea
for the Polish State cannot be ignored, and
that as a general principle, valid for this case
100, mations which Providence has destined
or, if vou like, condemned to Jlive side by side
would be well advised not to make life stilt
harder for each other artificially and un-
necessarily. The late Marshal Pilsudski, who
was of the same opinion. was therefore pre-
pared {0 gointo the question of clarifying the
atmosphere. of German-Polish relations. and
finally t0 conclude an agreement whereby
Germany and Poland expressed their intention
of repouncing war aliogether as a means of
;gtt}l:ng the questions which concerned them

1!

TENSION LESSENED

This agreement contained one single
exception, which was in practice conceded to
Poland. It was laid down that the pacts of
mutuzl zssistance already entered inwo by
Poland—this applied to the pact with France
—should not be affected by the agreement.
Buz it was obvious that this could apply oniy
10 the pact of mutual assistance already con-
cluded beforehand, and nat to whatever new
pacts might be concluded in the future. It is
a fact that the German-Polish Agreement
tesulted in a remarkable lessening of the.
European tension. Nevertheless there re-
mained one open question between Germany
and Poland, which sooner or laier quile
naturally had to be solved—the question of
the German city of Danzig. Danzig is a
German city and wishes 1o belong 10 Germany.
On the other hand, this city has coniracts
with Peland, which were admitiedly forced
upon it by the dictators of the Peace of
Versailles.  But since, moreover, the League
of Nations, formerly the greatest stirrer-
up of 1rouble, is now represented by
a High Commissioner—incidenially a man
of extraordinary tact—the problem of Danzig
must in any case come up for discussion, at
the latest with the gradual extinction of this
calamitous jnstitution. 1 regarded the peaceful
settlemnent of this problem as a further coatri-
bution 10 2 final loosening of the Europeun
tension, For this Joosening of the iepsion is
assuredly not to be achieved through the
agitations of insane war-mongers, but through
the removal of the real elements of danger.
After the problem of Danzig had already been
discussed several times some months ago, 1
made a _concrete offer to the Polish Govern-
ment. I now make this offer known to you,
gentlemen, and you yourselves will judge
whether this offer did not represent the greatest
imaginable concession in the interests of
Europcan peace,

arrangements governing its relations with Ger-
many, I can but welcome such an idea, pro-
vided, of course, that these arrangements are
based on an absolutely clear obligation
binding both parties In equal measure.
Germany is perfectly willing at any time 0
uhndenake such obligations, and also to fulfil
them.

NATIONALIST SPAIN

GENERAL FRANCO’S
TRICMPH

If for these reasons fresh unrest has broken
out in Europe during ihe last few weeks the
responsibility therefor lies solely in the propa-
ganda in the service of the international war-
mongers which we know well and which, con-
ducted by numerous organs of the democratic
States, endeavours, by continually increasing
nervousness and inveniing continual rumours,
to make Europe ripe for a cdtastrophe, that
catastrophe from which it is hoped 10 achieve
what has not yet been brought about—namely,
the Bolshevik destruction of European civiliza-
tion ! The hate of these mischief-mukers is
the more readily 10 be understood as they were
deprived of one of the greatest danger-spots
of the European crisis, thanks to the heroism
of one man, his nation and—I may say—also
thanks to the Tralian and German volunieers.

In the past weeks Germany has experienced
and celebrated the victery of Nationalist Spain
with the most fervent sympathy. As [ resolved
to answer the plea of General Franco to give
him the assistance of National-Socialist Ger-
many in countering the international support
of the Bolshevik incendiaries, this step of Ger-
many’s was misinterpreted and ubused in the
most infamous way by these same international
agitators. They declared at the time that Ger-
many intended to establish berself in Spain,
and proposed taking Spanish colenies, indeed
the landing of 20.000 soldiers in Morocco was
invented as an infamous lie, in short, nothing
was omitted that could cast suspicion on the
idealism of our and the Itulian support, in
order 1o find the material for fresh war-
mongering. In a {ew weeks now the victorious
hero of Nationalist Spain will celebrate his
festive entry into the capital of his country.

The Spanish people will acclaim him as their

deliverer from unspeakable horrors, and as'the
liberator from bands of incendiaries who are
estimated 1o have more than 775000 human
lives on their conscience through exécutions
and murders alone. The inhabitants of whele
villages and towns were literally butchered
under the silent benevolent patronage of West
European and American democratic humani-
tarian apostles. In this his trivmphal proces-
sion the volunteers of our German Legion will
march. together with their [talian comrades, in
the ranks of the valiant Spanish soldiers. We
hope 10 be able to welcome them home soen
afterwards. The German nation will then
know how bravely its sons have plaved their
part on that soil too in the struggle for the
Jiberty of a noble people and therewith for the
salvation of European civilization : for if the
sub-human forces of Bolshevism had proved
victorious in Spain they might easily have
spread across the whole of Europe. Hence the
hatred of those who are disappointed that
Europe did not once more go up in fire and
ﬁarr}es, And for this rcason they are doubly
anxious to miss no opportunity of sowing the
seeds of misttbist among the nations and of
stirring up somewhere ¢lse the war atmosphere
which thev so much desire.
The things which these international war-
mongers have in the past few weeks fabricated
in Iying assertions and published in numerous
newspapers are in part just as childish as they
are maliciovs. The first result—is as far as this
is not intended to serve the internal political
purposes of the democratic Governments—is
the spreading of a nervous hysteria which
already considers the landing of inhabitants
of Mars in the land of unlimited possibilities.
The real purpose. however. is to prepare public
opinion to regard the English policy of encircle-
ment as necessary, and consequently to h
it should the worst come to the worst

As 1 ‘have already pointed out, 1| STRENGTH OF THE AXIS |stand, further, why ihese responsible leaders )
abways— seen— the—necessity—of —am |- The-GermaT propteon-the—other el ihsiead—of. cultiva matic—elations | Continent..as. 4 whale

which in the end goes so far that inter-
ventions from another planet are belicved
possible and cause scenes of desperate alarm.
I befieve that, as soon as the responsible
Governments impose upon themselves and
their journalistic orguns the necessary restraint
and truthfulness as regards the relations of
the varipus countries 10 one another, und, in
particular, as regards internal happenings in
other countries, the fear of war will dis-
appear at once, and the tranquillity which we
all desire se much will become possible.

2. In his telegram Mr. Roosevelt expresses
the belief that every major war, even if it were
1o be confined to other continents, must have
serious consequences while it lasts, and also
for generations to come.

IMPOSSIBLE BURDENS

ANSWER: No one knows this better than
the German people. For the Peace Treaty of
Versailles imposed burdens on the German
people which could not have been paid off even
in a hundred years, although it has been
proved precisely by American teachers of
constitutional law, historians and professors
of history, that Germany was no more 1o
blame for the outbreak of the War than any
other nation. But I do not believe thut
every conflict must have disustrous conses
quences for the whole surrounding world, that
is, for the whole globe, provided the whole
world is not systematically drawn into such
conflicts by means of a nctwork of nebulous
pact obligations. For since in past centuries
and—as 1 pointed out at the beginning of my
answer—aulso in the course of the last decades,
the world has experienced a continuous series
of wars, if Mr. Roosevelt’s assumption were
correct, humanity would.already have a
burden, in the sum tolal of the outcome of all
these wars, which fi/would have to bear for
millions of vears to come.

¢3) Mr. Roosevelt deciared that he
2lready appesled to me on a former occ:
on behalf of a peaceful settlement of political,
economic, and social problems without resort
to arms.

ANswER:-Iymyself have always been an ex-
ponent of this viewand, as history proves, have
settled necessary political, economic, and social
pioblems without farce of arms—i.e., without
resort to arms.

Unfortunately, however, this peaceful settle=
ment has been made more difficult by the
agitation of politi s, statesmen, and news-
paper representatives who were neither directly
concerned nor even affected by the problems
in quesiion, .

(4} Mr. Roosevelt believes that the ** tide of
events " is once more bringing the threat of
arms.with it, and that if this threat continues
a Jarge part of the world is condemned to a
common ruin.

ANSWER: As far as Germany is concerned
1 know nothing of this kind of threat/to other
nations, although I every day read in {he demo-
cratic newspapers lies about such a threat.
Every day I read of German mehbilizations,
of the landing.of troops, of extartions—all this
in regard (o States. with whom we are not only
living in<deepest peace, but also with whom
we are, in many cases, the closest {riends.

(5) Mr. Roosevelt believes further that in
case of war victorious, vanquished and neutral
nations will all suffer,

ANSWER: As g politician 1 have been the
exponent of this conviction for 20 years, at a
time when, unfortunately. the responsibie
statesmen in America could not bring them-
selves 1o make the same admission as regards
their participation in the Great War and its
issue.

(6) Mr. Roosevelt believes lastly that it lies
with the leaders of the great nations 1o preserve
their peoples from the impending disasler.

CONTROL OF NEWSPAPERS
Axswer: 1f that is true, then it is a punish-
able neglect, to use no worse word, if the
Jeaders of nations with corresponding powers
are not capable ~7 ~ontrolling their newspapers
which are agi for war, and so 10 save
the world fro. ¢ threatening calamity of
an armed conflict. 1 am not able to under-
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to demand that ¥ account to them.  However,
give the aims of the German policy so
apenly that the entire world can hear it in any
case.  But these explanations are without signi-
ficance for the outside world as long as it is
possible for the Press to fal;xfy and suspect
every statement, to question it, or to cover it
with fresh lying replies.

A STATEMENT OF
POLICY ?
RECIPROCITY REQUIRED

(16) Mr. Roosevelt believes that, because
the United States as one of the nations .oi the
Western hémisphere is pot involved in \}]e
immediate controversies which have arisen in
Europe, 1 should therefore be willing to make
such a statement of policy to him, as the head
of a nation so far removed from Europe.

Answer:—(I) Mr. Roosevelt lher_efore
seriously believes that the cause of inter-
national peace would really be furthered if T
were to make to the nations of sh; world a
: | public statement on the present policy of the
German Government.

But how does Mr. Roosevelt come 10 expect
of the Head of thé German State above all
10 make & swatement without the other
Governments being invited to make such a
statement of their policy as well ? 1 cer-
tainly believe that it is not feasible to m;§k€
suchva statement to the Head of any foreign
State, but rather that such statements shou!d
preferably be made to the whole \\orldv_ m
accordance with the demand made at the time
by President Wilson for the abolitjon of secret
diplomacy. Hitherlo I was not only a]\vays'
prepared to do this, but, as 1 have already
said, 1 have done it only too often. Unfortu-
nately the most irnportant staterments concern-
ing the aims and intentions of Germun policy
| have been in muny so-called democratic States
leither withheld from the people or distorted
by the Press. I, however, President Roose-
velt thinks that he is qualified to address s_nch
a request to Germany or ltaly of all nations
because America is so far removed from
Europe, we on our side might with the same
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Republic the question as 10 \\:h‘.\!

right address to the President of the American
aims

State in accordance with the wishes of that}w
State. 5
But T should not like to let this opportunity
pass without giving above all to the President
of the United States an assurance regarding
those territories which would after al} give him
most cause for apprehension—namely, the
United States jtself and the other States of
the American continent,
And 1 here solemnly declare that all the
assertions which have been circulated in any
way concerning an intended German attack or
invasion on or in American territory are rank
frauds and gross untruths. Quite apart from
the fact that such assertions, as far as the mili-
tary possibilities are concerned, could have
their origin only in a stupid imagination,

(19) The American President then goes on to
declare in this connexion that he regards the
discussion of the most effective and immediate
manner in which the peoples of the world can
obtain relief from the crushing burden of arma-
ments, as the most important factor of all.
Answer:—Mr. Roosevelt perhaps does not
know that this problem, in so far as it con-
cerns Germany, hds already been completely
solved on one accasion. Between 1919 and
1923 Germany had already completely dis-
armed—as was expressly confirmed by the
Allied Commissions—the extent of this dis-
arrament being as follows:—

Ri
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i

The following military equipment was
destroyed : —

(§) 59.000 guns and barrels.

(2) 130,000 machine-guns.

(3) 31,000 minenwerfer and barrcls.

(4) 6.007.000 rifics and carbines.
(5) 243,000 machine-gun barrcis.
28.000 gun carriages.
4,390 minenwerfer carriages.

(8 38,750,000 suclls.

(91 16,550.000 hand and rific grenades,
(103 60.400.000 rounds of live ammunition

iy

L
o

munition.

(11) 491.000.000 rounds sma“»ralibrc ami

(12) 335,000 metric tons shell jackets.

(13) 21,515 metric tons cartridge cases.

(14) 37,600 metric ons rowder. .

(15) 79,000 unfilled tounds of ammunition.
(16) 212.000 sets telephone apparatus. .
A7) 1,032 fame throwers, &c.. &e.

There were further dcslroyc{]:—slcighs,
transportable workshops, anti-aircraft car-
ricpes. gun-carriages, siee} helmets, gasmasks,
munitjons  industry, machinery, and rifle
barrels.

The following air force cquipment was
destroyed 1 — .

.714 fighters and bambers,
[2) 27,757 acroplane engines.

While in the navy the foilowing was de-
stroved: —

26 capital ships.

4 coastal defence vessels.

4 armoured cruisers.

19 small cruisers. o

21 training and other special ships.

. | American foreian policy has in i i
twrn, and on what intentions this policy
AS
d | American States, for instance. §
Mr. Roosevelt would, rightly, 1 must admit
comply with such a request as an interfere
in the internal affairs of the American Con
tinent. We Germans support a similar doc
trine for Europe—and above all for the terri
tory and the interests of the G
Rexch. .

Moreover, I would obvio T
to address such a request 10 the President o
the United States of America, because
assume that he would -probably rightly con
sider such a presumption tactless.

17. The American President further declare
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of Germuny 1o other nations now appre
sive as to the course of our policy.
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18, Finally, Mr. Roosevelt asks that assur-

83 torpeda hoaty.
21 submarines
In addition were the following destroyed :—
vehicles of all hinds .

poison gas and (paridy) anti-gas apperatus
fuel and explosives

chlights

sighting apparalus

distance and sound measuring apparatus
ontiest instruments of all kinds

harness, &c.. &e.

all acrodremes and airship hangars, &c.

THE PLEDGE TO
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Weatber Forecast
EncLaxp, S.E-—Wind portherly, moderafe or
fresh ; mainly fine; temperature lower than of
late, with frost at night.
Further Outlook.—Rain spreading from the
west. (p. 14) '

TO-DAY’S NEWS
HOME

_ The Air Ministry mission to Australia will also

visit New Zealand to make a survey of that
country’s possibjlities for the manufacture of
aircraft. (p. 12) .

A Museum of Romano-British Archaeology at
Newcastle-on-Tyne is projected ynder the care
of the University of Durham, and an appeal
has been issued for £15,000 towards the cost
of £20,000. (p. 9)

Sir Arthur Jelf, Mayor of Hythe, is inviting the
mayors of the Corporate Towns to assist in
the murehace of an Elivabethan  hanuscript

13

The Queen's Club beat the Bath Club in the
squash rackets competition for the Bath Club
Cup at the Bath Club yesterday. (p. 6)

FINANCE AND COMMERCE

General dullness.in the stock markets yesterday
was relieved by a slight rally towards the close.
Foreign bonds were firmer, but South African

* goldmining shares remained weak on liquida-
tion from the Cape. (p. 18) S

The New York exchange again moved in favour
of sterling and closed at $4.68%; the premium
on forward dollars at three months: further
declined to 1 7-16c. Francs were slightly
firmer against sterling at 177 15-64f. (p. 19)

Gold fell 1d. to 148s. 73d. per oz, while the
premium over the dollar parity increased 1o
1d. The, turnover in gold-was £461,000. Silver
furtber declined to 204d. (p. 19)

The total of building plans approved in Decem-
ber shows a reduction of 30.6 per cent.’com-
pazed with December, 1937. (p- 18)

The Crown Agents for the Colonies invite appli-
cations at a price of 99 for £700,000 of
Jamaica Government Three-and-a-Half per
Cent. Inscribed stock, 1955-1959. This repre-
sents the balance of an issue of £1.300,000, of
which £600,000 has alrcady been placed.
(p. 18) R )

Deposits of the District Bank show a risc on the
vear of £2.409,000, or nearly 3 per cent. (p. 18)

It is proposed to write down the issued capital
of Commonwealth Mining and Finance,
Limited, from £1,212,500 to £606.250. (p. 18)

. et

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

When Parliament reassembles at the end of
this month the Committee stage of the Criminal
Justice Bill will be one of the most important
Jdomestic matters awaiting the House of Com-
mons. The HOME SECRETARY has every reason
on the whale o be satisfied by the reception of
his Bill, both in the House and in the country.
It has aroused widespread interest and discus-
sion without any considerable assauit upon its
guiding principles. Those principles include the
extension of means for the discipline of the
voung offender without sending him to prison ;
the doctrine that punishment should be regulated
to suit the criminal rather than the crime ; the
establishment, as the aim of the penal system,
of the reform and rehabilitation of the offender.
1o be sought by all means consistent with the
deterrence of other potential criminals; and the
recognition that, when a hardened ruffian has
defied all attempis to reclaim him, the com-
munity has a right to protect itself against his
{urther de;‘;redations by means of a long period
of detention.

Such criticisms as have peen advanced by
informed opinion fall, with one notable excep-
tion, within the framework defined by these
principles. Some, for instance, think they have
detected a retrograde Step in the clause that
directs a conviction to be recorded before an
offender, especially a young offender, is placed
on probation. The answer is that the change
is intended to sirengthen the is of the
probation officers themselves. 1.¢ probation
system  depends on active effort by the
e el e awn reBabilitation: Inm cathing

of reclaiming the depraved characters for whom
flogging is said to be appropriate, it is still more
difficult after the lash has rendered the crimirial
sullén and bitter. -

There are only two possible  arguments
in favour of retaining the power to flog.
One, that the special public indignation
aroused by certain crimes must be given vent,
is 2 sentimental argument; and tbis is not 2
sentimental Bill." The other is that there are
certain. crimes for which imprisonment is not a
sufficient deterrent to protect the community,

and only flogging will eradicate them. As the”

Cadogan Committee showed, this allegation is
flatly contradicted by the evidence.
break of garrotting had subsided before Parlia-
ment authorized flogging for it; the crimes then

made liable to corporal punishment showed a

marked increase in the years immediately follow-
ing the passing of the Act. The exploits of flog-
ging Judges at certain Assizes turn out, when
critically examined, to have had no effect in re-
ducing the number of crimes. Scottish Judges
always got on very well without the power to
flog, and have not used the power since, in one
class of case, jt was conferred on them in 1912,
and in Scotland crimes of violence bave for half
a ceptury been decreasing considerably faster
than in England. The records of prisoners
eligible for corporal punishment were examined
by the Cadogan Commitiee, and it was found
that those whohad.actually undergone it showed
a rather “worse subsequent.record than the
others.

In face of this impressive testimony there is
ranged one authority to which the highest respect

must be given. The Judges of the King's Bench

sent to the Committee a memorandum urging

the tetention of their powers of corporal punish- ]

ment. (This advice Is commonly c¢ited as
“unanimous,” but the Cadogan Report did
not so describe it) The JTudges’ views must be
based on long observation of criminals, though
it may be thought that the officers who live with
convicts in prison may know them more
intimately than even the most learned who only
seé them in the dock. Fortunately their Lord-
ships have themselves provided the real answer
to their own advice. Ever since the War they
have been vigorously acting on their principles.
Where they have had the power 1o flog they
have exercised it in a steadily increasing propor-
tion of cases, rising from an average of 20.9 per
cent. in 1921-2510 44.4 per cent. in 1931-35.
These. vears-have scen a slight increase in the
number of cases of robbery. In the fifteen years
before the War their predecessors exercised the
power much mdre sparingly ; and, while the rate
of flogging fell from 11.2 per cent. to 2.5 per
cent., the number of cases of robbery declined
by about a third. These figures were presumably
not before the Judges when thev drew up their
memorandumy, and it may be supposed that they
are good enough lawyers, having read the
Cadogan Report, to subordinate their judgment
{o the verdict of a jury that bas heard the
evidence.

The Aden Cen'tenary

T speal for a fitling commemoration of
the c....enary of the British occupation of Aden
deserves generous support. It js signed by public

men who have been or are still responsible for |

The out- |

lordships and of security on its caravan routes.
British political officers are also endeavouring to
promote education and hygiene and to improve
the communications of the country ; and there is
good reason to expect the early restoration of the
ancient prosperity of the land once known as
“ Arabia Felix.”

Three Notes to Japan

On the opposite page our Tokyo Corre-
spondent contributes an interesting analysis of
Japanese reactions to the recent British Note.
This commmunication, which in firm tones
requested a clarification of Japan's China policy
in thedight of various recent declarations by her
leaders, followed at no great interval a Note
on similar lines from Washington; and it was
itself followed by a third Note from Paris. None
of the trilogy is likely to get either an early
or a satisfaciory reply. To ask Japan what she
thinks she is doing is to invite an answer which,
if it were truthful, would be samewhat confused ;
and MR. Hiranuma's Government is likely t0
fall back on'the well-worn routine of circum-
locutory evasion.

But the Cabinet-—lately reshuffied ~and
weakened, notably in.the important_sphere of
finance—cannot, however glibly it deals with
them, contemplate with complacency these
symptoms of a growing tendency towards
parallelisn in the policies of the democratic
Powers. Japan's attempt—canceived with some
foresight, but executed with only moderate skill
—to drive a wedge between Great Britain and
Ameérica in the Far East has palpably failed;
and it would be rash to prophesy bow much
longer she cam with impunity regulate her
relations with aggrieved Powers by offering
(hem worthless assurances. The drift towards
retaliatory action in defence of legitimate
interests has been, and may for some time vet
be, slow (just as the drift 1oward parallel diplo-
macy by Washington and London has been
slow, and the analogous drift towards the
simultaneous granting of aid to China); but it
ddes not require great perspicacity in Tokvo to
discern this almost inevitable trend in affairs,
or to interpret its ultimate implications. In the
circumstances it is encouraging to find the Japan
Times now counselling, on behali of the sub-
merged but respectable moderaie element, a
policy of caution. Numerous {riends, or former
{riends, of Japan in this country—some of whom
et last night to listen to a graceful speech from
{he mew JAPANESE AMBASSADOR—would have
fewer misgivings about the future of that country
if the vaice of the moderates was more often
heard.

The Governments and peoples both of this
country and of the United States are constantly
rebuked by Japanese spokesmen for their failure
10 “ grasp the meaning of the new order in East
“Asia,” It seems doubtful however whether
:he naturc and scope of Japan's continental
ambitions, as formulated by her present leaders,
are  seriously misunderstood in responsible
quarters on either side of the Atlantic. In this
context it is perhaps the Japanese who can be
more justly charged with 2 lack of imaginative
comprehension,  The “ new order” of which
they speak has not been “«blished ; probabl*
no Japanese would prete at jt had, Itsor
jeality is as a conception-—vague but ardent—
in the Japanese mind. 1t is ihe weakness of this
conception,_this vision of the future, that it is
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THE CENTENARY OF
ADEN

AN IMPERIAL OUTPOST

TWO SCHEMES FOR ITS
CELEBRATION

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—To-morrow, Thursday, January: 19,
Aden will have been for 100 years under the
British flag. :

During the past century the Settlement of
Aden has developed from a decayed and dusty
township into a great port, an imperial outpost
and the metropolis of a portion of Arabia for
which Great Britain is directly responsible—
namely, the Aden Protectorate, whose boun-
daries, extending on the west to the confines of
the ancient realm of Sheba and on the north and
east to the territory which in antiquity was
known as Arabia Felix, comprise an area greater
than that of the United Kingdom.

The local committee appointed by the
Governor of Aden, Sir Bernard Reilly, to devise
the most worthy method of commemorating the
centenary, has recommended that an endeavour
should be made (¢) to found and equip a
maternity and infant welfare clinic, and (b) to
establish an adequate system of poor relief.

The Government of Aden bas undertaken to
maintain these two practical and praiseworthy
schemes once they are inaugurated. Both will
benefit not only the inhabitants of Aden itself
but those of 1he Protectorate as well, and even
the dwellers in the Yemen. By the institution of
a maternity and child welfare clinic much suffer-
ing will be saved and infant mortality reduced;
while an organized system of poor relief has
long been needed in Aden to deal with cases of
poverty and distress which inevitably arise in a
centre of population.

The inhabitants of Aden, of every community
and creed, have gratefully and generously re-
sponded to {he Governor's appeal, and a sum of
between £4,000 and £5.000 is already assured.
But if the memorial is to be worthy of the event
that it is designed to commemorate 2 total sum
of at least £7.000 is needed, and it is feit that
some of those who have served in Aden or.
during a voyage to and from the East, have
enjoyed the hospitality of its sports grounds and
the shelter of ils gardens. may desire to con-
tribute and thus to assist in the raising of the
standard of life of their less fortunate fellow-
subjects, on whose labours the prosperity of
Aden so largely depends.

To this end. with the cordial approval and
support of Mr. Maicolm MacDonald, the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. a committee has
been formed in Londen, under the chairman-
ship of Lord Lamington, formerly Governor of
Bombay, under which, for administrative pur-
poses, both the Setlement and the Protectorate
of Aden remained for many vears.

The inhabitants of Aden are among the most
loyal subjects of the Crown and are the heirs of
an ancient and historic culture. For some cen-
turies before the English came to Aden the Jand

ad been in decline and eclipse. Now, under
British administration, its ancient felicity bids
fair to be restored and to those who desire 1o
share in that restoration the proposed memorial
offers a unigue opportunity.
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CORNER POST
EMPIRE

ONE HUNDRED YE#
AT ADEN

A GREAT PORT REVIV

A hundred vears ago to-day the tow
Aden was occupied for the Governmei
Bombay by a landing party of 300 Euro
and 400 Indian troops. It was the
accession of territory in the reign of C
Victoria. .

From a Special Correspondent

Some hundred miles east of the Babel M
Straits the Aden peninsula juts out into the
Ocean like a large pier, the seaward end of
is formed by the cone of an extinct i
Within the crater, which is tilted to the
east, lies the ancient town, to which alc
inhabitants still give the name Aden. ¢
ridges of the mountain and in the intet
valleys other centres of habitation have
up during the last century, the chief of
some five miles from the crater, is Taw

Steamer Point, an official, residential. a
mercial centre, familiar 1o travellers to a
India and the East, fronting the berths d
liners and the fuelling buoys of the Anglo
Oil Company.

Aden is joined to the mainland by a lo|
isthmus, some three miles long. on whig
the naval wireless station. the Royal A
aerodrome. and the Levy Lines. The
harbour Jies to the west and thus en
shelter of the mountain.

The Settlement or Colony of Aden <9
the peninsula and the isthmus. togethe]
parrow strip of land adjoining its land
and running westward round the ha
another rocky outcrop, known as Litt
Within the jurisdiction of the Colony. w
is only 75 square miles, is included the
Perim, at the entry of the Bab el Mande
which was occupied in 1837, and unj
years was an important coalin station.






