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Navy were obliged to watch vitul supplies 

fat' Ge'l"mo.ny passing up and down the protected 

o.ctually landed on Norwegian soil .. Moreover 

in another note which he had addressed to 

the Foreign Office that day,comPla1nt was 
\ 

made of no less than fourteen s~parate 

violations of Norwegian territory by aircraft 

v!{hich seemed almost too Great a number to 
, . . ug:t+ o ' 

be ~ntirelY aCClde~ta~~.; Colban then 
,/ 

turned to the question of exports of iron ore 

from Narvik regarding.vmich he said that he had 
,~ 

spoken to Mr. Collier the day before. Exports 

to Germany had fallen o~f while those to 

Great Britain had been,IDaintained f and moreover 

the war trade agreementswlth both Sweden and 
, 

HOMmy were, designed to regulate' this quest1ono 

. In these circumstan(',es he oould not understand 

why the London'press continued to urge the vlta 

importance of these iron ore supplies to German 
~.r' • 

and he did 'not believe that they were'in fact, 
,..~b ' 

vital at o.ll",fEn conclusion we had some 

, conversation with regard to the threats of 

a Russian drive to secure a sea port on the 

Atlantic., The Minister refused to take these 

threats very seriously, since he said that he 

could not believe that the Soviets would thus 

vrilJ.inc;ly involve themsel yea in war to the 

death/ 
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\ 
but he be[wed me to im1)ress on the uthOl'i ties '\ 

\ 

',I fl'---,----responsible the need for greate-.c' care by the 
" , 

'individuals concer-ned. 
He had just been 

'., .. \' \ 
I' , '\ 

int'ol'i,led that morning of the torpedoing of a. 

large Norwegian ship the' "comete.!' and it v,raB 

unfortunate that the Germans should have any 

-hundle vii th which to reply to Norwegian protests 

in Guch cases", 
IWi tish infringements were 

small in themselves, but they looked bad in tl1.C 

mass" 
3,. In replY I' told the 1:"linister that I ha.d , had 

only just returned t.o London and r.tl:1i: not seen 

the t\;W notes to which he referred0 
While I 

VlD.B sure that it must have been valuable for 
'" 

him to ha.ve had an opportunity'of learning 

hl,.s Government I s po i nt of :fJ. vi e\V s t first hand, 
'. f he' 
I much hoped that/had been able to interpret 

our own feelingS in London. • I would enQuire 
\ ' 

to 

~into the alleged v~ation8 of No~/egian 
terri torial vlaters by British \Var ships, although 

1 waS surprised to hear of them~ 
~ '~ , ,--,~ ~ not"dls guiSC from him that,while 1, 

~7 I D.~,,:'l;ed the Nor'l1cgian point of vim., certain~ 
-'ftrJ<.-< _ r / / "'-Iv-=' f facts must bC rccognised.' on the one side 

there \~Cre violations of NorV1egi~n neutra.li ty 

invO 1 vi ng rd';a~;;i,:~~ c. ses ot'~and property, 
6

1
_" ':'_ • J' ~\, an~heoe violations were undeniablY part of 

a. delibera.te and sha.meless :a:t.:t~:t policy. 

\ 

on the other side •. if there vlere !lnY infringements 

/c-~', ~~~--=~~:l~-n~'~~~~~;O!J,l)f:_~i t.· the:) entailed 

C~'0 a-v;l no 10S8 of life, and yet all the time t)1, e Royal 

!?IN;" n. /<" I ;I, I I 
__ -->, ,~/\ ' :.. Navy/ 

- /-~.~ 
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Jo ... U. u nd wa.rship So of" Norwegian territory by ai'Y>c'''''ft 

He realised that these Vlere due to inadvertence 

\ small in themselves, but they looked bad in tl1c 

\
' ';:800 In replY I. told the Einister that I had 

had 
only just returned to London and J'itlli: not seen 

While I 
the t'ii/'O notes to which he referred .. 

/ 
/ 

was sure that it must have been valua.ble for 
'" 

\ him to have had an opportunity' of learning 

h~s Government ~ s point of ~ vic\'1 at first hand, 
'. / he 
I much hoped that/had been able to interpret 

our own feelings in London. L I would enquire 

\ 
"into the alleged v:blations of Horvlegia.n 

territorial waters by British war ships, althOugh 

I vm6 surprised to hear of them~ 
~ ~ , '---~ I WIlL! not" disgui se from him that, wh11 e 1: 

,}_A_fi".;!7 I I ~-ted the nor>1egian point of view, eertain
ili 

f '!<f-f...,. ! .. / '- ' /v-=' I facts must be recognised.' on the one side 

there w'cre violations of Norvlegian neutrality' 

1nvol 'ling reii~a:~~:6~ oses o~~and property, 
. [,lJ<:". 1'\ '. 
I ,mythCBe violations were undeniably part of 

a. delibCI'ate and shameless ll!:t.:t~:t. policy. 

On the other side,1J._ if there were any infringements 

/,=,~"., w~~~~~~:;~;~s~a-,,~J,y~~ t~"~ntai1"d 
C~ ,.7 I a-v;!no lOSS of life, and yet an the time t)le Royal 

~,,~t-VI ;I. I! ___ ',~ ,~/I ' " naVY/ 

.. ' .' /-~,~ 
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