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"ll l.'larch, 1940. 

TIle 110r\"18[,;i6.n l.iinist.er askeQ to see me to-

day on his return f:1..'01l1 ills i.~h(:r't visi t to Oslo. 
~ 

He tolQ :ne that 1'!11ile tr1ere had not been many 
'.~ 

p
eo

llle in Oslo he ho-cl seen the Prime l,~inis ter 

and U. Koht besides other officials at the 

i:inist:('y for ::.,'o.'eicn Affairs. .A.s a result of 

~nver~:)o.tions ~, although he had little 

to aud on the subject of the varioUS questions 

\, pending bet\'leen our tV!O Governr.1ents, he felt 

tl~t helud a c'onsiderably better ~nderstanding 

\ 
'" 

of Norwegian opinion. 
!.'i. Koht had not yet , 

Elacle up :1i8 mind as to \'[hether or not to reply 

to ::'1i8 1.la~eGty' s Governrr,ent's note of Earch 15th 

t .. Hr S'£' .J1.-li ':t:~' \ I~-l- .'1 on tHe :~ltrilr~l'~: C8.:3C, but the :,:inister thouCht 

He ho-cl 

the fenllne trvi.t j{j. l:oht was eCIually hesi taut 

on the Iil8.jority.of ,:;.uestions no','/ at issue 

hacl on the latter subject added nothil1e; to h~' s h. ~ !""~U 
broaucast explanations of l;or'l'legian ·policy. e 

had ~lad similar lencthY cliscussions -:li th the in, 

I)rime l.:inister and these also had not led to , ti. \Co"-.\' 
any very definite res'.11 ts although ..,..~ ... :.~ 
~ 11 0. cl been coocl enough to eXl-n'ess satis-

faction \"/i th his \'[ork in London. 
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45 
... 

dea th Vii th the Bri ti oh Emp;i.re .. At the same 

time he admitted that the Russian demands for 

. transi t i'ueili ties across Finland caused him 

some anxiety. I told him that M. Ma.1sky· 
.) 

had that day aS6ur'ed me that his Gov,~rnment 

had no such intention' ~,i$" 111'''' ~d.;,...,.~ 
e~, OUr' conversation/waa very i'I'iendly and 

.. 
Mu Colban as usual gave the impression that he 

I personally fully understood our position. 
't ' . . 

On one point in particular' he said that he 
I 

had spoken ti1s own mind to his Government, 
\ 

namely the question of aI'mrunents. I Vlould 

realise, he said, what it meant for a former 

Dil'ector of the Dlsal"mament Section of the 

League of Nations Secretariat to reach the 
/ 

conclusion that his country must at all costs 

rearmt') 

\ 
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