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day on his return fi'om hi[; short yisi t to Oslo. 

Hc told me that. while uiere had not been many 

people In oslo he had seen the Prime Minister 

and M. Koht besides other officials at the 

llinistry for FO;'eiLCl Affairs. As a result of 

;Conversations ... ,., althOUgh he had little .~~) 

to add on the :,subject of the various Questions 

pendinG 'between our two Governments, he felt 

that he lnd a consi.derably 'better understanding 

M. Koht had not yet . 
of Horvlegian opinion. 

made up hiS mind as to vrhether or not to reply 

to His l.iatcotyl S Government' 8 note of March. 15th 

vC/.- w1tS 1 '/, !U'i4- 4-1-on tl\e 11.1 rrl8.I'1<: cuBe, 'but .the 1.:1 nis ter thouGht 
}le had 

that he wonlll D:robablY send an answer. 

the feellng tlv.1.t 1,1. Koht ViaS eCluallY hesi tnnt . 

on the majority of ll"llestions nOVI at issue 

had on the latter Gu'bject added nothine to h~S h. ~ t,..'l.M 

h 

broaucnst explanations of Horvlegian -poliCY. e 

had had similar lenGthY discu8sions 'lIi th the .ir; 

I'rime lHnister and these alsO had not led to 

any very definite reBults althOU"h ';\:.~:~ 

faction with hiS wor}: in London. 

2. Honsicur Colban then turned to more 

u----------·-·--., practical r:1:ttters ~ and 'referred to the tvf,o notes;ltE 
.eC 
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of NorVlegian territory by aircraft and warships. 

He I'ealised that the::.>c v/ere due to inadvertence 

but he beCl3ed me cO iml)re sB on the~uthol'i ties 

.~-l'caponsible the need for greate'L' care by the 

individuals concerned. 
He had just been 

! infoli,led that morning of the torpedoing of a 

lax-cC Norwegian ship the "Cometa
ii 

and it Vias 

unrortunatl3 that the Germans should have any 

handle with which to reply to HOl'Vlegian protests 

in foUch cases. 
P,ritish infringements vrere 

small in themselves, but they looked bad in th.c 

r,l!l.SS. 

3 .• In reply I' told the l;inister that I had 
had 

cnly just returned to London and tilt not seen 

While 1 
the two notes to which he referredo 

vms sure that it 
must have been valuable for 

I him to have had an opportunity' of learning 

\

,. i1;l..s Government' B point of :1:1: vieyi' at first hand, 

I much hoped that/had been able to interpret 

our own feelings in London. 1 would enquire 

" 
I 

,1 
:\ 

\ 
" '\ ! Q " 

\ into the alleged vruations of NOl'V/egian 

~ \ territorial waters by British war ships, althOugh 

I I, V[I).S surprised to hear of them..4>?';.Irlt~ ~ 

i 
\ 

1 
\ 

1 
i~ ~ ~' ~ I w~d not diseuisc from hDn that while 

'~:J-:'7 I:["~d t~e Norwegian point of v~ew. certain· 

f~~ \ ' ~l ~ facts must be recognised.' On the one side 

)../l:" l' ' \ there were 7iola tions of liorwegif!tn neutrality 
_ I ' e.w~, - . h-r~110 

I involving rel)eated .loE,ses of ~ !;lnd property, 

\ any~he8e violati;~B were undeniablY part of 

I 8., deliberate and shameless z::t:tl!!llll'l:t policY· 
~ , 

\ On the other .ide._ if there were ony infringements 

fc.;;::p:----., I whi Ch;'~: :,;;--:';':_~;;;;eSMrilY admit. the;! en tail.d 

c~J I ]:::n~l~~~-~;'l;~~' and yet all ~~e ~i"'~~ Royal 
InN';"" ~~ I / , . I, _ ,I ' Navy/ 

.-,- ,", ., 'I 
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Navy were obliged to watch vital supplies 

fur Germany passing up and down the protected 

corridor inside lTorwegian waters. I hoped 
".",.. ~ 

therefore that the !.!1nister would t"rY' to appre-

ciate our point of view in t~is matter. The 

Minister said that he Vlould try to do so, but 

, some of the Br~tish infractions had been worse 

than others and indeedin one instance a 

warning shot from a British destroyer had 

actually landed on Norwegian Boil. l,\oreover 

in another note which he had addressed to 

the Foreign Office that day.complaint was 

made of no less than fourteen s~parate 

violations of Norwegian territory by aircraft 

\Ihich seemed almost too great a number to . )ff;"+o 
be ~ntirelY accide~tal~LM.ocolban then 

turned to the question of exports of iron ore 

from Narvik regarding which he said that he had. 

spoken to Mr. Collier the day before. Exports· 

to Germa.ny ha.d' fallen off while those to 

Great Britain had been maintained, and moreover· 

the war trade agreementswi th both Sweden and 

Norway were, designed to regulate this question. 

In these circumstan,~es he could not understand 

why the London press continued to urge the vital 

i~ortance of these iron ore supplies to GermanJ 

and he did not ~~~~ve thnt they were in fact 

vital at all.~En conclusion we had some 

conversation with regard to the threats of 

a Russian drive to secure a sea port on the 

Atlantic. The Minister refused to take these 

threats very seriously, since he said t.hat he 

could not believe that the Soviets would thus 

vrill1ne1y involve themselves in war to the 

death/ 
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death '1;"lith the Britioh Empire", At the same 

time he ad.mi tted th,ut t,110 H.usslan. dema.nds ;for 

trarJ.si t 1'ue111 Jc,ies UC:C'OSS J?tnland. cuused him 

some anxiety 6 
I told. him that M~ Ma1eky 

had that day assur"ed me "that hlS Government 

had no Buch inten tlon" ..,tt.,,1J..iOS.. Iv- H~ d..; c.~~ 
J' et- Our conversutionvlas vel"'Y :t'rlendly and 

Mo Colban as usual ga'lle the impression thu t he 

personally fUlly undcr3tood our p081 t1on. 

On one pOlnt 1n particular" he said that he 

had spoken biB own mind to his Government, 
" 

namely the quebtlon 01' armaments" I v/ould 

realise, he sald~ v/hat it meant fur a forme:r 

DirectoI' of the Disarmament ::;jection of the 

League of' Nations Secretariat to reach the 

conclusion that his country nrust at all costs 
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