Stiftwelsen norsk Okkupasjonshi

sl

store, 2014

Draft.

l gir C. Dormer

0alo

; fz7 tlarch, 1940,

5 \ 0 }

&,

The Worweglan Jinisuer

dny on his return v

asked to see me to-

om nis short visit to 0slo.

He told me that while there had not been many

peovle in Oslo he had €een the Prime Minister
and M. Foht pesides other officials at the
inistry fop Foreign Affairse ps a result of
\é%%nversations i, although he ned little
Wo. | g7 to add on the isubject of the various questions

pending petween our two governments, he felt

N THIS MARGIN.

tnat helpd & considerably better gnderstanding

of Noprweglal opinion. 1. Koht had not yet

made up hise mind as to whether or not to reply

Government's note of March 15th
King
cabinet
Doriinions

to His la eaty's
L

WyS 18 stu L
on the Al mark CaBCh

but tne rinister thought

that he would nrobably send an ansvers. He had

Foht was equally hesitant

the feeling that M. .
on the majority of questlons now atb issue

in Worweglan politics cuen as rinland, and he h

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

had on the latter subject added nothing to his
_Wnﬁhx(ﬁ)

proadcast explanations of jorweglian policye. e

had nad gimilar lengthy discussions with the ir

) } Prime uinister and these also had not led to
" %,KEMY
- any very definite results althourh
P A e had been good~enough o express satise-
fgction with his work in London.

turned to more

Lo Monsicur Colban then
e ______/,,.. L ] i
L % practica].rmrttefs, and referred to the tvo notesite
which he naa left viith Nre Colliper lon the .ec
RS RILE v _ o
e T ot wluddy

previous aay (vee

Y complaining of mmall

f e
Y \lwzd:unn¢4

infringenents

of/
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN.
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lle realised that
put he begeed me

unfortunate that

in such casesde.

nasso A

the iwo notes 10

cur own feelings

| into the alleged

e

a deliberate and

no 1055 of 1ife,

of Norwegian territory by atrcraft and warships.

83

these vere duc 10 inadvertence
to impress on theaauthorities

T
résponsible the uneed for greater care by the

individuals concerned. He had just been . w
inforied that morning of the torpedoing of a

1arge Norwegian ship the voometa' and 1t vas :

the Germans should have any l

handle with which to @eply to Norweglien protests

pritish infringements were !

small in +themselveB, put they 100ked bad in the \

S Tn reply 1. .to0ld the 1inister that 1 had
had

cnly just returned to Lendon and #x@ not seen

which he referred. Vnile I

was pure-that it must have been valuable for

him to have had an'opportunity'of iearning

his Government s point of +g view at first hand,
he

I much hoped that/had been able to interpret

inlLondon. 1 would enquire .

vilations of orweglian

teppitorial waters by British war ships, although

1 was surprised to hear of L em eprpati P PR

Fims 1 0 wukd not disguise from him that while 1

1 Bppvackg%ed the Worweglan point of view, certain?

facts nugt he recogniscd. Oon the one side

there were violations of llorweglan neutrality
Qe o whe e

invalving repeated Louses of e and property,

[
and/these violations were undeniably part of

gshameless mkkempk policy.

on the other side, if there were sny infringements

hceas Her B Lo e

which I wou1d~ncﬁ n@cessarily admit, thfgjentailed

and yet all the time the Royal N

l
Navy/
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Navy were obliged to watch vital supplies
fof Germany passing up and down the protected

corridor inside llorwegian waters. I hoped
& /

.;g,'?d_,:-; -

therefore that the Minister would try to appre-

clate our point of view in this matter. The

%

g

Minister said that he would try to do so, but

some of the British infractions had been worse
than others and indeedin one instance a
warning shot from & British destroyer had
actually landed on Norweglan s01l, Moreover

in another note which he had addressed to

the Forelgn Office that day,complaint was
made of nc iess than fourteen segparate

violations of Norweglan territory by aircraft

¥

IN THIS MARGIN.

which seemed almost toa great a number to
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be eutirely accidenfal///z&aUColban then
turned to the question of exports of iron ore

from Narvik regarding which he said that he nad

WRITTEN

spoken to Mr. Collier the day before. Exports
to Germany had fallen off while those to
Great Britain had been maintained, and moreover

the war trade agreementswith both Sweden and

Norway were. designed to fegulatevthis question.

g
 NOTHING TO BE

In these circumstances he wvould not understand
why the Iondon press continued to urge the vita]
T : vfimportance of these iron ore supplies to Germany
and he did not bellcve that they were in fact
vital at a11°¢fﬁ§n :onclusian we had some

o conversation with regard to the threats of

' a Russian drive to secure a sea port on the
Atlentic. The HMinister refused to tske these
threats very scriously, since he seid that he
could not believe that the Sovieté would thus
willingly involve themselves in war to the

death/
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iN THiIS MARGIN.

At the same

death with the Britich Empilre.
time he admitted that the Russian demands for
transit facilities across [Finland caused himn
some anxiaety. 1.t0ld nim that M. Malsky

nad that day assured me that his Government

had no such intentliong s 'ﬁom e W ﬁgﬁ;t:%wu:j‘
Jgﬂgy(mu"conversation“waﬁ very friendly and

M. Colban as usual gave the impression that he
personally fully ynderstood our ﬁbsitiona

on one point in particular he said that he

‘had spoken his own mind to his Governnment,

namely the guestion of armanents. I would

realise; he said, what it meand for a former

e

Director of the Disarmament Section of the
League of Hations Secretariat to reach the

conelusion that his country must at all costs

reariis






