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Viscount iJali/u.x to Sir C, Dormer (Oslo), 
(No. 157.) 
tiir, Foreign Office".M arch 27" 1040, . 

THE Norwegiun Minister asked to sce me to-day UIl IllS return from h,IS 
short visit to Oslo, lIe told me that while there had not Leen many people III 

Oslo he had seen the Prime Minister and M. Koht besides other olfieials at the 
Ministry for Foreign AJIairs. As"iiTcSiiTtoftTicsecoilverBatlous,-iiTtTiough he 
had littJe to add on the subject of the variou,s questions pending Letwe~n our 
two Governments, he felt that he had a cowHderaLly bett.er understandlllg of 
Norwegiau opinioll, M, Koht had not yet Illude up his milld as to whether or 
not to reply to His Majesty's (}ovefllmeIlt's lIoLe of the" 15th March on the 
A It1nllrk case but the Minister thought that be would probably send an answer. 
He had the 'feeling that M. Koht was equally ho:-;itunt on the majol"ity of 
questions now at isslle in Norwllgiau politics, such as Finlanu, aud he had 011 the 
latter suLject added nothing to his broadcast explanations of Norwegian policy. 
M, Colban said that he had had similar lengthy discussions with the Prime 
Minister, and these also had not led to any very definite results, although M, Koht 
had boon good enough to express satisfaction with his work in Lonuon. 

2, M. Colban then turned to more practical mattel's, and, saying that he 
was not returning to them on the instruotlOlls of his Government, referred to the 
two notes which he had left with Mr. Collier 011 the previous day (copies of which 
will Le sent to you in due course), complaining of small iufrlllgements of 
Norwerrian territory by aircraft and warships. lIe realised that these were due 
to inatlvertellce, Lut he Legged me to impress ou tll() responsible authorities the 
need for ~reatcr care Ly th? lIldi,,{iduals concern~d, l~e had just been inf?rmed 
that mornlllg of the torpedolllg of ,it large NorwcgwIl slup, the Cometa, and It was 
unfortunate that the Germans should have any handle with which to reply to 

'Norwegian protests in such cases, British infringements were small in themselves, 
but they looked bad ill the muss. 

3. In reply I told the Minister that I had only 'l·ust returned to London and 
had not seen the two notes to which he referred, W lile I was sure that it must 
have ,Leen. valuaL,le for him to have had an opportunity of learning his Govern­
mCllt s pomt of view at first hand, I much hoped that he had Leen able to iuterpret 
Olll$; own feelings in London. I would enquire into the alleged violations of 
No{"Wegian terri torial waters Ly llrltisl~ w:l;rships, 11 l~hough IW1~S surprised to 
hear of them. I would not, however, dH,gUlse from him that, while I naturally 
must take 'note of the Norwe~ian point of view, certain facts must he recognised. 
On the oue side, there were VIOlations {)f Norwegian neutrality involving repeated 
and C~llel losses of Norwegian life and property, and all these violations were 
lUldeIllably. par.t of a delibera~ and shameless policy, On the other side, if there 
were any Ill~rlllgen:ents, whIch ~ must not be t~ken to admit, they were of 
completely mlllor kInd, they entailed no loss of life, and yet aU the time the 
Hoyal Navy were oblige~l to vm,tch vital sll.pplies for Germany passing up and 
down ,th~ protected corrId?r mSlde N?rwegwn waters, I hoped, therefore, that 
th~ ~fllllste!' would not faJl to appreCIate om poillt of view in this matter. The 
M1I11ster said that he would try to do so, hilt somc of thc British infractions had 
be~n. worse than others, and, indeed, ih OIIC illstance 11 warning shot from a 
BritISh destroyer hac! actually landeel 011 Norwegian soil. Morcover, in another 
note which he had addressed to the ,Fore.ign Ollice that day, complaint was made 

-of !l0 less than fourteen separate VIOlatIons of Norwegian territory I,y aircraft, 
whICh seemed almost, too great a lI111nbcr to be entirely accidentaL 

4 .. :M. C~lhan then ,turned to the questioll of export.s of irOIl-ore from N al'vile, 
regardlllg which he Said that _ he had spoken to MI', Collier the day before, 
Export~ to Germany had fallen ofT, while thORe to Great Britain had been 
mamtamed, and, moreover, the wat' {rallo agreernentfl wit,h both Sweden and 
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