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,The publication of this book is an event of great importal 
as indeed the record of any War Crime Trial must neeeSS<l 
be. Its importance, moreover, will grow 'as the years pass. 
~ to be regarded as much more than the account of a crimi 
,,' 'aI, and much more than the mere exposition ofinternatiG 
or municipal law; it is a valuable contribution to histol) 
a highly specialised kind. It records the trial of General, 

".,Falkenhorst, the Commander-in-Chief of the German am 
\~\forces in Norway from 1940 to 1944. He was arraigned 
;:;:nine" separate. charges, but in reality, there was one m 
,':;:charge which governed and dominated the whole. Dr. Mu!: 
~ithe German counsel for von Falkenhorst, stated the issue qt 
;~clcarly when he said to the Court: "We can take the wh 
(~::of the charges one to eight as one, because all those char 

; $j:havc one root, that of the Filhrer Order of October 18 
~~I942 , .. this is the main point of the whole trial." In pI; 
~;language, that main point was : whether von Falkenhorst h 
\.~:dccreed the deaths of Allied fighting men taken prisoner 
llIthe German forces in Norway, contrary to the laws and usa! 
~~~fwar; a~d if !le had, was .there. any lawful justification. 
'~~euse for IllS actIOns. These nlllecharges, and the facts rclatl 
~tQ,~,~ach of them, are fully discussed 'by the Editor, Mr. E . 

. ~§!o/cns, in the masterly Introduction which follows this Fo 
~~o~d. ' His qualificat~ons for. the task are plainly ~o be ~een 
~;th~cnature and qualIty of hIS work. When deallllg wIth t 
~fa,c:;~, Mr. Steven~ possesses one very great advantage in. tI­
ithe:!. was Second-lll-Command of the R.A.F. OccupatIOI 
~l'orces in Norway at the time of the happening of the evel 

Jl.hc d~scusses with so .much knowlc~g~ and insight. His Intl 
,~!duction, therefore, IS not only VIVId and accurate, and 
~:"intense and moving interest, but it is informed at all times' 
~:the knowledge gained at first hand. That knowledge is sk 
!~fully used to describe the operations in which the men wc 

, :l~ngaged, for whose deaths von Falkenhorst was held to 
f~esponsible. Whether it was the landing of the little party 
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In Ihe compilation of this account of the von Falkenhorst 
trial, .ssistance has been readily forthcoming from many 
sources. For permission to reproduce the transeript of the 
trial e Royal Warrant, and certain photographs and other 
mat~rIal, the Editors are indebted to the Controller of His 
Majesty's Stationery Office. ?t~ fa hs are also re roduc~d _ 
t1lrQ ." the cou of the !E1Ee!:@LWar Museum, WhI st m 
this reS ect articular than s are dueJ; .. Q]Yf..LJ~rcl'Irlffii:iltI'Cfc[L 
o A[tenposten, Oslo, who too muCh-tr~t!!?k..!~~Su~~~.£. 
illustrations not rCaclilra¥ilUa5TCii1Great Bntam. AC'know­
lCdgment IS gratefully made to the staff-oflhc-information 
Department of the Royal Norwegian Embassy and of t~e 
Norwegian Slate Railways Travel Bureau, London, for theIr 
help in checking many of the place names. Colonel R. C. 
Halse, of the Office of the Judge Advocate General, ~ho 
prosecuted von Falkenhorst, kindly placed m.uch. useful 
material at the Editors' disposal, and thanks are lIkeWIse due 
to the British Admiralty and War Office for thei.r assista?ce. 
Lord Wright and the Allied Members of the Umtcd NatI<?ns 
War Crimes Commission, now dissolved, are acknowledged WIth 
gratitude for their guidance throughout. The sudden death 
of the Editor, Mr. E. H. Stevens, has unfortunately precluded 
him from witnessing the publication of this book~ but he had 
completed his work on this volu.mc bcf?rc h~ (h~d. To ~hc 
many personal friends who aSSIStcd lum WIth mformatlOn 
lIld advice the Editors tender their thanks. 

Assistant General Editor. 

~DINBURGlI. 1919. 
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