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PREFACE 

FOREWORD 
- t~r~~f '~~' ',-- --~-

i~;;!! 
~"l'T By the Rt. Hon. Sir NORMAN BIRKETT· 
W~';;:: 

~~ft;: The publication of this book is an event of great importa: 
. !t:as indecd the record of any "Var Crime Trial must necessa; 

It~.;.?c. Its importance, moreover, will grow ·as the years p~ss .. 
L.S to be rcgardcd as much more than the account of a CrImJ 

_;;trial, and much more than the mere cxposition of internatio 
~~or municipal law; it is a valuablc contributioll to history 
Wa highly specialised kind. It rccords the trial of General \ 
p.Falkcnhorst, the Commander-in-Chief of the German am 
5: farces in Norway from 1940 to 1914. He was arraigned 
i';'nine. separate. charges, but in reality, there was one m; 
,':;:charge which goverued and dominated the whole. Dr. Mur 
7/ the German counscl for von Falkenhorst, stated the issue qu 
!~clearly when he said to the Court: "Vie can take the wh, 
~of the charges one to eight as oue, because all those char; 
({have one root, that of the FUhrer Order of October 18 
~I942 ... this is the main point of the whole tria!." In pl; 
~language, that main point \Vas: whether von Falkenhorst !J 
~decreed the deaths of Allied fighting men taken prisoner 
~j~he German forces in Norway, contrary to the laws and usa; 
~:,9r.war; and if he had, was there. auy lawful justification 
·W~~use for his actions. These nine charges, and the facts relat' 
. ~tq:.cach of them, are fully discussed 'by the Editor, Mr. E. 
~§!~ens, in the masterly lntroduction which follows this Fo 
f~word. ' His qualifications for the task are plainly to be seen 
~thc';naturc and quality of his work. When dealing with t 
~.fac,~, Mr. Steven.s possesses one very great advantage in. tI 
i{hC:i was Second-m-Command of the R.A.F. OccupatlOl 
~~orces in Norway at the time of the happening of the eve] 
~_hc discusses with so mueh knowlcdge and insight. His lnt; 

:1'duction, therefore, is not only vivid and accurate, and 
Vntcnse and moving intercst, but it is informed at all times 
I,the knowledge gained at first hand. That knowlcdge is sk 
!'fully used to describe the operations in which the men wc 
t~gaged, for whose deaths von Falkenhorst was held to , 

. f,~ponsible. Whether it was the landing of the little party 
mi·' xiii 
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Vol. I-The Peleus Trial 
h, the compilation of this account of the von Falkenhorst 

tria. _lssistance has been readily forthcoming from many 
sources. For permission to reproduce the transcript of the 
trial, c Royal Warrant, and certain photographs and oth~r 
material the Editors are indebted to the Con troller of HIs 
M~jesty'~ Stationery Office. oto· a hs are also re roduc~d _ 
th.pz \ the cou. of the 1m -erial War Museum, wh! st m 
tnls res ect artlcular than s are due :'1ciIriKHUltfelcrr 
o A ten osten Oslo, who toa much trouble to secure suitable 
ilIustrations not rea il? availablc 111 Great Britain. Acknow­
ledgment IS gratefully made to the staff-of the ""information 
Department of the Royal Norwegian Embassy and of tl~e 
Norwegian State Railways Travel Bureau, London, for thelr 
hclp in checking many of the plac.e names. Colond R. C. 
Halse, of the Office of the Judgc Advocate General, ~ho 
prosecuted von Falkenh?rst, kindly placed m.uch. useful 
material·at the Editors' dlsposal, and thanks are hkcwIse due 
to the British Admiralty and War Office for the~r assista?ce. 
Lord Wright and the Allied Membcrs of the Umtcd Nau,?ns 
War Crimes Commission, now dissalvcd, are acknowledged wlth 
gratitude for their guidancc throughout. The sudden death 
Df the Editor, Mr. E. H. Stevens, has unfortunatcly precluded 
bim from witnessing the publication of this book, but he had 
~ompIcted his work on this volu:nc bcf?rc h~ di~d. To ~he 
man y personal friends who assisted him wlth mformatlOn 
1I1d advice the Editors tender their thanks. 

. I 
I 

Vol. Il-The BeIsen Trial 
Vol. IIl-The Gozawa Trial 

Vol. IV-The Hadamar Trial 
Vol. V-The Natzweiler Trial 

Vol. VI-Trial ofvon Falkenhorst 
etc., et~. 

.. 
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Assistanl General Editor. 
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Bodies bcing taken away for cremation. The women round the lorry had lived with 
Germans during the occupation and wcre made to dig up and cover the bodies. 

;.S.-Mann Hans, manacled, being examine'd as to position of graves. Hans is mentioned 
in Behncke's affidavit. 

P~blished I949 
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Drev 

,J. r; : ; C' ild . ' I' d vedlagt 110'; :L'rrl bO];:'.on UlIl sD.ken mot 

l!dJlcol':IUG Vutl~':jl:<:(;nborst . ;:ri;';sJ'orbrytcr.li(AIUA. blt; vis:;t døJ:lt 
--------------------------

;j a. 

0('; j,lr.lienril: J~(mril~ Uuitfe.ldt bistod J:lcd bildeT. 

;)jJørsJI1,llet er om jentene hadde fiansker I2.0. seg.Jeg 

tror i~Jcc det vur bru'::~clig p cl, den tj.den.J·eg fikk det ih:ke. 

tol;: dna opp med llCndene og 2 1['3rerc :[:'ru ndn fol1:es.::ole 
.~. -~~~~_ .... _---,------

V;lT Jlled sou vi tner. IIvorf'or ve t j c:g it:ke, or:: nu er cl c begg: dk: 

oG j~8 hus~ct ~ldri il spørre mens de vur her.-

J (cg h::.per ut du har de t bra 0i< (;1' i full fart. 

Beste hilsner 
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