
The Norwegian 
Capitulation 

Sir. In his letter (January :291 Ralph 
Hcwinc; gi~ ndvicc to Rritish hi"itt1rian" 
(ln the ,;, cllriou<; aeadcmic situatlon ,
In Norway at the moment OWlOg to 
tlH.' po"ta! Rtrike it will take "omc I1me 
bdMC thcre can be a rcply from Nor
\vay dca\ing with hi" spec!fi\.: acclI __ a· 

~~~~~:1; ~\~~i\~nh~h~cn~i~~:l~i~~~r i/c~::~~~,\ ~l~ 
\Ir. Hewin,,'q own situation tn the rnliti. 
cal quc~lio11'i involvcd. 

FrH tlw"e of 11<; N(lrWC~!,lIh (l[ 

German" ·\Vho /)lpen! somt: tim~ in i'ior 
\\:1'1 during: the war then'!. wa'> tl~l prob
km at all about Ih'C rclal!\"c posllwn tIl 

~nrway ;lnd Germany they wer.: ~!1 

I ] II 

to ean'Y on this resear~h. hut. tht' 
pre<;ligiou" title of State HI"torian IS a~ 
non-c'Xi5'tent .hs oomc. othcr tit1e<; anti 
HPpoi.ntments· us.ed· bv Mt. Hewin--: 
State lawyer: primate Ri"hor· Tll <:al\ 
Magne Skodvin .. tbe cOlltrover~ial Pro
fc ... sor ,. is anoth-cr laughablc twist. Pro
rC~<;(lr Skndrvin states hi~ view .. clcarly 
anti forcdully. undoubtcdly lo tlll' 
chagrin of the former quisling .... hut he 

_ i" no mo-re controver'lial than any alert 
historian is and must be_ 

And pi ty the poor slu~cnl" of ~f() 
fc""or Skodvin's Historlc.tl InstituI •. : 
who, Mr. Hcwins telb us, .. had tht.: 
courage to prøte ... t to. N(lrwa~ i"> not a 
pol icc state-· now; and Profc""or Skod
vin is not the dktatClr of hi, in'ititlltc, 
It taJ...es no more courage for a Nor
WCgi'lll undergraduate to protest 
against what he wants to protest 
against, than it dQes for ~ln u!1tlcrgra' 
duate in this country. 

Finally. let us take a ,Ionk at Mr. 

On "icpkmhll '2}) Iht' n.lll,1Il,l1. 
,nel.lh",1 \\cckl} l I,II/f fl r\.·\t',lkd !lul 
Ihe .... cnilH '-;la1L I ,l\\yer, 1.: J. ,~)orcl1-
feldt. had" (.!:ivcn Ihl' !!.Tcen \tght In the 
r()licc in\c ... li~'lllnll I hl~ h;h Ilpl hl't.'11 

d('llied "incc. 
Nal llral1\'. lhi<; pro'r('~'1 h;l'" rai"l:d .\ 

natinn,!I m)::.:ry. j·Llllm,lnn h,\ ... dc ... \.,rth.'d 
Ihe invl,',,>lig<lli\ll1 .1" ".111 .llI;I":\.. ('n h\~-
10rie:!1 re ... c,II,:h·· .Ind h! ... \11,'\\ h ,\Itkh 
Ill,'ld. hul nol Il IliH'r.."Jllv. 

fhe Ilrpn"ilinn h:l'" 11\1/ hccn :tlllclin r
-

aled h" Ilerr \ViJ..cr· ... ,I 11 .... \\.Cr In the 
qW.:.<;linn \\hethcr the ,llilhonllco.; ,~nd .!ll(' 
pohl:c ill1end lo '".."t'J.. Ihl' h~'lr ni qlult 
ricd hi"IMi.ln .... 001.1111\ Pr()tc~"'lll \1.1)!lW 
SJ...ndvin {('nl\!CmpnraIY l\,,! ll\'\\l')11,1T1 
Hi ... lnry. O ... h, LI Olver">ll! L 

Herr Wiker 1'I.'pliell .. I1 i<; pren:, ['!r.lf 
Il1al wc l11u,t ha\t' .t~ ... i"lancc rrtl\l1 q11.11I, 

fied hi"tnrian~ III ~cI fl) the hnttnm l'! 
the malier !the 11)40 opilulall1ln l: hill 
which 'qualilkt! hi"'Lnri:tn ... · I don I YI'I 
know." 

'.\;1" ., dl \\al .. "rlel .1I11)e. 1<)40 ,I" 'I'l' 
,11";1\" h('cn matnlained (ltljl.'lalh hCle. 
de",r;1c ae()dclnil: dOllh'" \\hi..:1l h:ne nil! 
lInlil nn\\ filtered Ihrnu!!h III Ilte rnp\! 
"ce 1)1 .,..:hI101 11'\lhnpk~ 

Furll1l'r. (1)(, kil;ll 1<,\lll' l" ,,\il,·lb.:1 
"IK.h prnmil.1CJlI 'i~H\\l'gi,llh .h Ilte 1.11,' 

(h:d 't1~tll.'e Paal Hell.!. Illc 1.11c 
primalc Bi,lw\l Fi\ ind H~ril!!r:l\, Illd 
thelJ' a ... "ncia((.·<; ..:nmmittLd ;)'ncnc('~ ill 
crc;t!lng the "dl1lini ... tl:llivc Council 1111 
Ihe CK'L'UPICd I el rilorie ... ,Ind Ihu ... "ccl-. 
Lnp .1 Ilwdu" vivendi \\'1!1l th ..... ('L'IIll,11l 

(h..Yllp~lng Pt1\\(,'1 {'\plil IS In I.)CPll'lll· 
hI.'l 2<;. !l/-10l .11111 \\!1..-thl·1 \lal 01 

\')d~1!1l Vui,ling Ctl!11miLted high 
Irca ... "n in "eckin!! .1 ,imdal 1\11'dll" 
viven(h du! ing hi~' o.;ecolld !lllvcrllmcll{ 
!Ft'hru:lry l, 1942, tn \LlY .~. 1 ')-1." l. 
Itke\\I"c hh IlUllKrpu ... "'urrnrlcl ... 

waf Con<;equenlly, the N(lrwegians 
I).'lw co1\<lboratcJ with the cnemy were 
traitor'i, S1nl~ the war the Norwegian 
qUI<.,ling" have made a "iustained effort 
In hlm thi, ic,suc. S()m-c of them mrun-
1<\111 Ih:d cnllanoratwll with the cllcmy 
\\;1" not treason stnce Nor\'.ay had 
c,lpitulated lo Germany, and thc W<.lr wa~ 
t1\'cr. '{ hcy base thclr case m,ul1ly .(ll! 

Ihl' t:apltulntion JoclImenl wh!eh 
~!llrred Ihe fighting bctw..:en the Nor
\\cl!ian 6th Divi"ion and the German 
fo,~c\', in North Norway, and maint~\ln 
1'11'11 thi ... wa ... all unconditillnal surrender 
hy the Norwegian government. Thls 
VIC\\, ha,> never been acceptcd b\' legal, 
milllary or hislorical e'<pcrts in N~H\ .... ajr. 
""Ith a very few excc-ptJons. In thelr 
tlpininn the c3pitulation document \\a'" 
a local ceasefire, and Norway and (jel 
many contin'lIed to be in a state o~ \\'ar 
Thi", of C'oursc, was also t'he ~pinlOn. of 
the ordinary dcccnt Norwegian dUrlng 
thc WHo H0W else can Dnc explain that 
the lo", of Norwegian lives in fighting 
the Germans was immeasurahly grcater 
after Ihe North Norway capitulatiofl 
than before it? 

Hewins's use of inverteJ commas. He 
writc" ahout the" trea<.;on" triah of the 
collabon\tors, and th~ "libcration" 
period of Norwa\-' at the end of the 
war. It shoul<I be unneCCSS:lfV to point 
out that the trials of the collaborattl r:-. 
werc conduded by the establi<;hed Nor
wegian courts in accordancc with 
Norwegian Jaw. Some were tr;ed for 
treason and some convickd of il. Vid· 
kun Quisling and a few ot'hers werc 
c'Xeeuted. There is reany no need for 
ilwcrted comma.<;. And the "liberalion ", 
Wa"n'l Norwav libentted in 19-15 in th.e 
Irue "en"e of the word '.~ If Mr. Hewitl~ 
i., in doubt about that. he "hould lalk lo 
one-uny on.- of the British .<;oldicr<., 
\\ hn landed iTl Norwa~ in i\:lay, 1 g·U. 

Concern h,l'" he':l1 1on~ ~·'rll'" ... cd III 
Ihe Nnn\c!.;i,11l 1l),1"" IlL'dla ,d11HII ptn 
rc" ... nr <..jkIHlvin· .... 1<:,Hk·mi..: ,.Ir-prnadl l.n 
Ihe "'llnlr'I\I:'~l:l1 ,.lplllllallnn. In \1", 
htl"J.." ,llld Ihl' , ;\\\ ( l' II h J III IIl~f.I\\'·V. 
hi~ dth:lnralc Ihc..,I", 1/1(' Slrtlt:tJt' ,11'('/ 

Ille V('CII/HlliOiI I'oll'en il/ NO/'II'O)' (,1 

."f"",~mh,." 25. 1940 (0 .. 10. 1956). does 
nol lHCllllll1! \h\' ,.I{\'htl.lll"'\. \hll, 
o.vcr in Ik(\\'/'('Il :'\jt'lIfl'll/ifV ond 
AlliallU' (O..,It>, 196~) he misquotc>; l.he 
Dc-fcnce Chicr and CO\llmandCr~ln
Chi("f. {lent'ral Oltn Ruge: \\ ho \\'ao; I~rt 
to arr:l!1t!.t': Ihe \.·apilu\'lllIHl \\ hen I.l(' 
RI)~al Nnn\l..'g,lan ()t1\'crnnll'lll \\('111 

into Briti.,h cXlk ,Hl lune 7. 1940. '>Il <1<; 
tn -;ugg('<;t Illa! .'VIJI'\\·ay la, il ,,1<Iofr) rc
mained ",tt \\;11'" wlKrca, Ruge", pHI
clamntion on hIne 9 .\!..'tDa]]} .... t,ll.~d I~\<li 
~)nly 'Non .... l,giall\· ','o \\l'rc <;1.11\ !I~hllny. 
on olhl'r front.;, <I line hill "'llal dl<"\l1l~ 
li on. Furthumore Proft',,,nr. Sk\,~t\'ln 
rcpealcd !la!!y dllring .the rc-tnal nI lh(' 

Blllh 1""lIr ... ,Ire fUlIher \.'pmp!i .. ·;\!!'11 

h, Ihe 1ll)~!~'ri\)lI" dl"aprC.tralll'l· III Illc 
ong\nal c<lplluLllioll (\nC\llllcn! 11\'1)1 

Ihe Slate ,IlChive,> in 1947. aliIlc lteit.:hl 
nr thc "trl';,"\lll" tli,tl", ,IHt! Ihc '-'I-alL 
"\rchi,),>t. D;\~linn 1\J.IlltN_I!..CI. i" nilll 

: l(lIlJ...ln~ fllr It. ,,1,0 the t\\l'.IlI~ nve 
! YC~lr-nJd repnrl nI' Ihc ~t.\k :\1dJl,\r~ In 

\ 

vcst.iP<llion CO.Il11l\itlCe. \ ... h'd~ I'" "idcly 
heltc\'cd Il) cOllfhm Ihl' IOlaltl" nr I 'MO 
L~<lrllll!all(ln, I~ ItUI .. 1nr ... c\.'rcf ". 

Mr. Hewin<; has heen an adive advo
cafe in this country on behalf of the
Nnr\\cgian quislings. Hb b00k abont 
Vidkl1n Qui"ling·--or rather it;;; NM4 
v.cgiall trnnslation···was de<;crihed hy a 
Non,egian critic ao; a falsifi-cation of 
hiqtH\·. This offende-d the tran.:;lator, 
\\ IHl t'ook the critic to court for I,i·hel. 
The onLlS of proof lay on the critrc, 
and he WOIl the ca"e. Mr. He\\'ins hil11-
'le-lf wao; in Oslo during the court pro~ 
cecding" and made hIS views on the 
ca.<;c known on televisjon and in the 
nev. ... papers, bul he did not te<;tify In 

l'(11Irl (a~ he had a perfcct right not to 
dl)! 

Hi'i letter lo yon, Sir. contain<; snme 
{ldditles. For example, it is mo~t (,.'l!fl' 

ou" lo have the Quisling regIme 
dc<;crihed a" .. similar" to the honour~ 
Hh!c attem.pt made b~ some promwcnt 
Norwegian'i in the early monlhs of the 
Wilr to keep a Norwegian eivil admimo 
~tmtion ru-nning under German occupa
tlPn. To an English publi\.:. un· 
aequainled with the ~harader and 
.,tanding of these men, it blurs the i" .... uc. 

Mr. H~wins's CUr10US iudgme.nt or 
peoplc applies al'5o to the' pre~l1t con
Irovel"iY: he pl'aises .. hi'ghly qualificd 
hi"hlrian<;, '1ueh as Sverre Hartmann" 
and even appoinL<; him It' the po~ili<'In 
of "~t:\tc His-toriall ", whilst thc leading 
Nnrwcgian authority on thi" period {,t 
hi<;tory i" redtlced to .. the controversial 
Pr0fcII<,('tr <ikodvfn-~'. "v('tre H:rrtm:rnn 
is e<;"cntially a very eompetent journal· 
i"t, who has <lone some useful diglging 
up {Jf fact-s relating to the German oc,cu
patipl1 of Norway, partieularly from 
(,erl1lan scun::c<;. For instancc, he di,,
covered reccnotly the previoll'Sly hiddcn 
1',1\.:1 t'hat Vidkull Qllio;lin'g had a meel
In!,! wilh Il rcprc<;.eolativc of the Gcrm::t[l 
Hi,gh C{lmmand in Cnpcnhagen a fe\'" 
da\<; hl'fore the inva<;ioll of ~orwa! 
fh: is now recciving a g.overnment I!r<ln! 

TORGRIM HANNAS 
1.1 Farnab~ RoaJ, Bromley, Kent. 

.-'; L 'f' , 
( 1, OM or/, \ ~ I '4c Å 41! 

$IJfnEI/EN'r 

The Norwegian 
Capihdation 

Sir~ - NI.1W that .'l0 much w· . 
to:~ J~ hcmg: rcwrilten hv ~~r.tJme hls
ont1es, YOllng and ,J' : ~[Jt!~h allth
they should kn0\V ('If \:t' It Jr nght that 
lonm~mt.s in Nonl;a/·r(;'~~~~1In.ary deve
to t.h,s Imrortant hranch 0/. !Il regard 

SIr Llcwdlyn W I .llldy, 
.lue sUmrFlary of ('Ith( w:IJ\r~'~ long OVCI'-

. . e rul~h Cabinct 

IldrCro.; I'nr !'}40. David Irving 011 Con
VL1Y POl7 and snlUl hl'l hillgrHPhlc<; nr 
Hitler ,uld l'i~ld :\1arshal Erhard \1ikh 
('orrc!l; Harn~'lt'-; lllilit;lrv h!<;lorv in' 
gCJlcr;t!, dnd !'l:lIl:cIJi,lrh . \1;u·tin (it!
herr" nl'\t \'olllme o'l' the ofllL'ial 
Churchill hiographv all l'oncnn Nor
way In "n!l1e degrce. ~!(,:ll nr ">1ll,d1. II 
is thelel:ole dc ... irahle Ih.lt <lccUJllulallng 
nlOuntaln, of Norv'l'g,i,111 do.:ume!1la 
tion and writing on ;'\Jofl,,,ay 19404S 
<;hould hL' "tlldied Ihort)llg-hfy dc"'rik 
fh.c langll.lg(' dif1i~'lliti('" and in l'\lnlexl 
wltll Ihe prl'v,liling Nnrwegian aca
J~'mi\.: clill1atL'. rhlo.;. to ";1\ Iht' k;I~L 
i" di~tllrhin.l!. . 

On Scp'!L'l11hn 1. 1970. Ih(' St;l!c 1.,1\'1" 
yer Hål-.on \-Vil-.er hro,ldc<I-;1 I'ver Ihe 
national tek\li~\(Jll net\\-Ilrk fhat 11101"
sivcly dOL'lJ!l1cnted )'evc\atiom hy the 

~!~~i n~ \~~~r;;~:~;1 ~,\ ~~(~ ,! ::~~I~\l;~\I;ln;ll~~lhl: 
Nor\\egian :lnd (,crll1an Hh!h Com
maIHI'>' capilll!;.t!llln :1..1Zrecl11enl nf .lUlle 
10, 1940. \\\)I1Jd hr invc<;tig,ltrd bY the 
l1allonal legal ,lUlhoritico.; IA'(t('II
"nMr''', "\cplemher 4) 'T hio; Illve.-;t;ga
tion ""ill he led hv fJolice Adiul;Hlt T. 
Hallkenco.; nr the Criminal Po'i~'e. il \\(1):; 

rUr!hCf n'pollcd nnt da)'. I 

former (;c,,>loIPO .( hid, Helinwlh 
Reinhard, III K"irl .. ruhc ~Septcmhl'.r 21, 
1970) Il1al Ihere \\'a ... !lO Inla1 ":<11'111).).1 
lion o!1lv nne hdwcen thr ~tH\\Icg\<ln 
Sixlh Div1'iion ~hilh('rt() linder the >\lli('t! 
Commander, Admiral I.t'rd (I)r~. "nd 
Orrery) and the C;crfl)an~ Pl NI)rlh 
NOf\,,·ay. 

Hi" "fand ha..; rrl)(\lIl'cd .' hC;ld·~'n 
02ol1i"inn \"ith h\~ 1'(,1111\\ qalc hl"torl,ln. 
Hartmann Ill'n,.:;.! Ilh' pn!t..:e JIlVC ... {;g:i-

rurthcr lopI":,llit'y til Ihl" '''''\le i" rr,' 
vided h,' Ihe impcndlll,!!. ,lrpCMance (l! 

the 5HH-pagl' QIlI<;IiIl~. U,,\r'II!l1'r:? /11/11 

Tcrhrn'I'1I tStlltl~;lrr) hy Prnfc ...... nr Han ... -
Dielri..:h I !1tl:.:k," ,,111<.·h \,a'\ IT\i('\\ct! ..<1 
Iength in /)1'1' Spit'!.!.d t'n <..j{'plenlhcr 7. 
wilh l'{)pitlll~ rep~·rcI) ... <;ton III ;-..J(lf\\ ,i:, 
JI1{'luding Ihe n.c\\ ... lha{ hl;;" In"pir,!l't1 11 <1) 

this WOfK \\ a<; nnn~ (,ther !lun 'hr 
cnntrovcr<;,al PrllfC':'''Inr Skod\ in. 

It ha" bern f!!11ntcd ~'ut in 11)~, N\ll
wegian prc"l~ Ih,l! Ihe ;nvc,I'e.alion \)f 

historieal data hv Ihe pnll~'r ,lnd Ihe 
ao;'iot.-iatcd threat 10 Iht.· vcnlilal!t'n pf 
hi"torieal di."InwcrlC!', \\,ilh rrn1'c<;;;".inn:ll 
comment hv hl1!hlv quallflc(! hi_.\prl.\ll" 
sHeh at; Svel:rc Hartmann. anH'llnh Il) .111 
undermining of p<H:lgraph 1.00 in Ille 
written NorV,('L~\illl ('nn ... til\JIII)I1. gu,;r

J.n\~cing freed()Ol of e:\prc~"ltln. 
Two - of Prnfe"<;\)T Skndvin'<; ~,\\n 

puril>; in his Hi.:,toflcal ln<;liluk ;11 O~10 
Univer<;ity havc had 11,(' l'ntll :I!lC In pm
te.:,t ag:tin ... t the pl,hn' ,1<.linn. 

Final'ly, in deLl ull of an) dl'fin.iliw f'r 
convincing h: ... ln1'l<:~d ;lgrcemcnl III Nnr, 
way on ,iic n:\ll.lrl' of Ihc 19-10 \'apitll
latinn, t1nprcjlldHo'N! Il} slah'-cmph'}cd 
lawyt:r'i pr ille nnl,(c, ,! Ic.<;t."';l~t.' IHI th s 
tOllchy "uhicl't \ ...... I~. "uhmllied (Il Iht: 
Europe;ln ('o/1vcnt'l)n nn HlllH,lll 
Right.., ,\I Str;l"honr:~ "Il Sl'r(C P1 r.CT ~~. 

The hislnr;cal ;,,"uc ;" the Ilaturc l)f 
the c:\ilrd R(ly~ll NO.T\H.!,"nan (l,n'crn
mcn!'.:, ;)""neialiIFl wlth <,re.!! Httt.ull 
from Jtlnc 10. !94H hler \\!lh the 
United Stajr.<; and ,he Snvlt'( l'ninn .
Ill' to ant! indndltlt!. :n\' "lihcr.llion·' 
pcr;n~j (M:1Y g·Nnvt.'mhl'f l, Iq~:;:). The 
legal i~"uc IS whclhl'f Non",lY as a ,!<lte 

A" the ,11Itlwr (Jf 1\\" blll)J.." ,11\ 

\.,:andill:l\ i.l dlHing. Ihc \\.\1' ,ITld .h .1 
parl!L'ipanl tn the NIH\LCgi,11l (,ln~ 
p:u!!n., the" Frec 'l 01'\\ L·.g.i,l 11 .: .lI.'li\'l
Ill''' In Stl)eJ"llIllm, the hhuallllil dnd 
thc Olli",ling Ca"'l' ,I ... ,1 jOllr!l"li ... 1 J 
Il'cl 11 i ... m)~ dU\\i In aCljllalnt my ['clhn\' 
rH,n-Nnl'\~cgiall hi"lorian'o \\\t11 Ihc 
l' III illll~ .ll·.I·th'lllll' ~111l:ttilln in Ihi~ \1\l1 
Pll .... 1 III \\'c"lcrn 1)l'm\ll'I.I~·\i I,)da~ 

R '\I Pli 11l;\\'!:"-J"i 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO




