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RISE IN ARMY
ESTIMATES

£39,000,000 MORE

BETTER CONDITIONS
FOR THE SOLDIER

BIG INCREASE 1IN
WAR STORES

From Our Military Correspondent

The actual rise in the Army Estimates,
Including the £19,000,000 which is to
e borne by the Defence Loan, amounts
0 approximately £26,000,000 over last
Year, and to £39,000,000 over the total
of 1935, Deducting the non-effective
<harges, which remain virtually the same,
the cost of the Army has therefore beer
‘more than doubled in two years,

Only in very small degree is this
accounted for by the creation of new units
or an increase in the number of men. The
1otal establishment of the Army, exclusive
of India and Burma, s only raised from
158,460 officers and men to 168,900. In
zhe present state of recruiting there may
oe difficulty dn reaching this nominal
}:velL;‘ by adding an extra 10,500 to the

s | Without

DEFENCE LOANS

MR. CHAMBERLAIN ON
SAFETY

‘WESTMINSTER, THURSDAY

The third reading of the Defence Loans
Bill in the House of Commons to-day
attracted only a thin attendance.

Mr. AMmoN led off by restating the
Labour Party's objections that the
Government’s proposals dealt a blow at
the League of Nations, that the cost of
living would be raised, and the way pre-
pared for an eventual slump in trade.

MR. CHURCHILL mingled praise with
criticism and waming. He admitted that
we had now a defence policy which, reso-
lutely pursued, would place us in a far
more safe and agrecable position than we
had occupied since German rearmament
began in earnest.

But we were not entirely masters of our
own fate, and mere disclosure of readiness
to_spend money for five years did not
affect the realities ; the sole question was
the amount which the armaments con-
tractors could earn in the next two years
and the weapons which would be actually
available from month to month. The
country knew the amount that was being
spent upon the Navy and the Army, but
what about the Air ? The times were as
dangerous as any we had yet experienced,
and he was astounded at the wave of
optimism and even complacency which
had swept over Parliament and public
opinion; he urged the Government to
shorten the dangerous passage from in-
security to security. When dictators were
welding their nations into war machines
and imposing stern repression and di
comfort upon their people, the Govern-
ment could not move along comfortably
inging upon private trade (a

t the existing i
increased 1o roughly 21,000. The new
znits are/so few as to form a compara-
tively insignificant addition to the Army's
hting strength. They embrace two bat-
zalions of infantry, thus providing am
addition of one ta the colonial garrisons;
one battalion of tanks; seven heavy
oatteries for coast defence, one at home
znd six abroad; one pew anti-aircraft
rattery abroad; 14 new R.A.S.C., trans-
Dart companies at home ; and some small
=2dditions to the engineer and signal units.

GUNS AND AMMUNITION

The great increase of cost is mainly
accounted for by the provision of * war-
like stores,” which includes the provision
of war reserves, of ammunition and equip-
Taent, as well as the modernization of the
Army’s actual equipment. The figure for
zuns and carriages rises from £363,000
n 1935 and £1,009,000 last vear to
,318000.  That for gun ammunition
es from £1,767,000 in 1935 and
129,000 Iast year, to £7,331,000. In
mall-arms  the increase is surprisingly
small, from £390,000 last year to £782.000.
For motor-trucks and ~ other wheeled
“ehicles  the

phrase which the Opposition cheered).
Financial sacrifices were not enough: the
whole -mation must make sacrifices
together.

Mr. MaxToN spoke as an. uncom-
promising opponent of rearmament, His
chief objection was that the forces now
being augmented could not be trusted to
support a working-glass Government of
the future which might attempt funda-
mental changes. LADY ASTOR retorted
that, though rearmament was a tragedy,
it would be madness not to rearm.

-STEP TOWARDS DISARMING

Mgr. CuaspErialy, winding up the
debate, claimed that there was a general,
fundamcntal-agreement in the country
on the necessity for rearmament. The
Government were doing all they could
to prevent exploitation of the country's
necessity, but it was not reasonable to
ask that all profit should be taken out of
armament contracts. Great Britain was
arming because it must be safe, and if
the country could be safe on a smaller
scale of armament the Government would
be delighted. It was because he believed
that the measure of rcarmament which

provision increases from i the Government advocated was (he essen-
729.000 to £2.747.000; for tanks and | imi

tial limina;

¢ 1o a final stage of dis-
[ ta
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FUTURE OF THE
FRANC

DECISION TO-DAY

REASSURANCE THE
WATCHWORD
From Our Own Correspondent

PARIS, MarcH 4

A special and unexpected Cabinet
Couacil has been called for to-morrow
morning and it is understood that it will
be concerned entirely with finance. M.
Vincent-Auriol, the Minister of Finance,
could not attend the last Cabinet Council
on Tuesday through iliness, but he will be
present to-morrow.

It may be regarded as certain that the
Government will take important decisions
at this meeting, by which they will hope to
encourage the return of exported capital to
France and to check the persistent specula-
tion against the franc which has gone on
for several weeks. Rumour was busy
to-day with the measures which the
Government were expected to decide
upon. - These range between the two
extremes of a new devaluation to a “safe ®
figure, if necessary below the minimum
fixed in the recent devaluation law, and
stabilization at or near the lower limit of
43 milligrammes of gold, which is equiva-
lent to 113 francs to the pound.

Further devaluation would end the
present over-valvation of the franc as
compared with sterling and dollars, make
an immediate further profit for the
Treasury, end adverse speculation, and
stop the slow but steady drain of
gold.  Immediate stabilization would
end, in theory at least, uncertainty
as to the future value of the franc
and so presumably would bring ex-
ported capital back to France,

CONFIDENCE SOUGHT

There are, however, serious objections to
both these measures. Devaluation below
the limit set by the law of last September
would be a breach of the repeated under-
takings of the Government and also of
the tri-partite currency agreement between
France, Great Britain, and the United
States. It might be expected to cause a
panic at home and possibly competitive
devaluation in London and Washington.
Immediate stabilization, on the other
hand, would rob the franc of the elasticity
which is its greatest present need. It
would commit the Government to a situa-
tion which, if it once more became un-
tenable, would mean stultification for
them and perhaps disaster for the country,

For these reasons, neither stabilization |
nor new devaluation js expected from to- |
morrow’s Council. The indications point |
rather to a scries of measures affecting

THE NEW L.C.C.

LAST NIGHT'S
RESULTS

PARTY STRENGTHS
UNCHANGED
3

The results declared last 5 ht of ‘the
polling in the triennial election of the
London County Council indjcate that,
unless there are decided chafges in the
few declarations 1o be maile to-day,

Labour will retain contrdd of = the
government of London for thg next three
years,

The voting in 45 divisiond returning
90 members (about three-quagiers of the
full membership), was’ de , and on

these there was no change ihatever in
parties. Municipal Reform afid Labour
each gained and lost four $eats. To
obtain control Municipal Refgrm have to
make a net gain of eight seat§

Of the results still to be mdde known,
bowever, the seats held by Lapour in the
last Council include four in Hackney, two
in Islington, and three in-8t. Pancras
which were won by Labour from Muni-
cipal Reform in 1934 and may be regarded
as not unlikely to return to their old
allegiance. B

The results are remarkable in their
similarity to those of the kst clection.
Few contests of such importange can have
seen so few gains and losses; Only six
of the 45 constituencies ade any
change in their allegiance. West Wool-
wich (two Labour gatas in 1934) returned
to Municipal Reform, Mr. F\.' W. Beech
and Mr. J. H. Millar winning the seats,
but to balance this Stoke Newidgton went
to Labour with narrow majorities in 2
three-cornered party fight. I8 Peckham
Lord Beatty won a seat for! Municipal
Reform. West Fulham, which had two
Labour members, has now divided repre-
sentation, Mrs. L'Estrange M&lone being
at the bottom of the poll, but East Fulham,
which had been in this position as the
result of a Municipal Reform by-clection
victory, balanced the account by giving
both seats to Labour. Finally, the gains
and losses for the day were’squared by
a Labour gain in Central Wandsworth,
which, after being divided betwcen the
two partics, has now two Labg mbers.

STATE OF PARTILS
Including the four Mutiicipal Re-
formers returned unopposed for the Ciiy
of London. the state of partiés row i

SIEGE OF OYIEDO

FORTIFIED POSITION
TAKEN

MINERS’ LEADER KILLED:

L From Our Special Correspontent

VALENCIA, MarcH 4

An official report from Oviedo states
that the whole of the Puerta Nueva Alta
quarter, where the Government forces
are driving a wedge into the heart of
Oviedo, is now in the , Goverament's
hands, the last fortified positions having
been taken by miners throwing dynamite
sticks as they advanced towards the barzi-
cades in the face of desperate resistance.
The commander of the miners” brigade,
Julio Hevia, was killed in this action. An

independent message describes numerous
buildings, including the arms fzctory, as
burning, giving the impression that the
insurgents had set them on fire to prevent
capture,

In spite of a violent wind and rain there
was artillery action and infantry fighting
for the possession of the heights about
San Cisudio, to the west of the town,
and in the town itself. It is evident that
the -insurgents have not resigned them-
selves to leaving San Claudio Hill in the
hands of the Government, aud the fighting
rages back and forth, The hilt is at the
same time a barricade and a gateway on
the toad which is the only means of exit
for the insurgents in Oviedo and for their
artillery positions on Maranco Hill to the
north-west of it, although it seems that
from Naranco it is still possible to com-
municate with Oviedo by mule track.

Although the Government troops now

old important positions, including the
hermitage on the top of San Claudio Hili,
and have entered the town, the insurgents
still hold some of the heights adjacent to
the hill, while in an elevated part of the
town they are fortified in a jabyrinth of
trenches with a great many machine-guns.
A sector of these trenches was captured

[PARKING OF CARS

yesterday in what is described as an.

audaciods rush with the aid of hand-
grenades and dynamite.  Both sides have
been shelling each other severcly.

OIL TANKER S

MINISTER TO EXPLAIN
ON MONDAY

From Our Partiamentary Correspondent

Mr. Hore-Belisha, the Minister of
Transport, has arranged to answer a series
of questions in the House of Commons
on Moaday concerning his speech on
Tuesday night at 2 public dinner, in which
he announced his intention of considering
the question of banning entirely the park-
ing of motor-cars in streets in the London
traffic area. His Ministerial colleagues
are hoping that he will then be able to
allay some of the genuine anxiety which
his speech has aroused in many parts of
the House of Commons.

The House of Commons possesses a
Mator Club of its own, which, according
to the latest available figures, has a
membership of 184. The committee of
the club met last night under the chairman-
ship of Brigadier-General Spears and
unanimously passed the following resolu-
tion:—

That this meeting of the committee of the
House of Commons Motor Club regrets that
the Minister of Transport should have taken
the occasion of a public dinner to rake an im-
portant and far-reaching statement of Govern-
ment poticy affecting one and 2 half miltions
of motor-car users instead of introducing the
malter in the House of Commons, and urges
that his suggested plan of prohibition of park-
ing in squares and streets should not be under-
taken without 2 public inquiry into the whole
preblem and that no public ¢ar parks should
be closed until it is certain that adequate
alternative accommodation is available.

PROVISION OF GARAGES

The resolution was afterwards com-

who had not been invited ‘to attend the
meeting of the committee or to explain
his ideas. Mr. Wilfrid Roberts, M.P., will
ask Mr. Hore-Belisha on Monday why a
statemnent affecting the regulations about
parking cars under an Act of Parliament
was made by him on the occasion of a
dinner instead of in the House of
Commons, and there are 2 numbec of
other questions on the Order Paper for
Monday bearing on the subject. If
members are not satisfied with the replies
they then receive there will be a further
opportuaity for discussion on Wednesday,
when the Estimates of the Ministry of
Transport wilt be under examination.
Ministers _hope, however, that the
Minister of Transport's replies on Mon-
day afternoon will be more reassuring
than his original statement. They now
realize that the House of Commons will
not tolerate any plan which would prevent
a householder leaving his car outside his
front door—provided, of course, that it
does not cause abstruction to the gencral
flow of traffic—and the Minister of Trans-
port is expecled to insist that this was
never his intention.  He will also give an
assurance that there will be no move
towards the total prohibition of parking
—exeept perhaps in the most crowded

shopping tharoughfares—until the
; Ministry of Transport is convinced that |
tha wnmnle af poblic aaryoes s lnrae !

MR. ROOSEVELT
AND JUDGES

“NO MAN’S LAND OF
FUTILITY »?

DEMOCRACY'S CRISIS

President Roosevelt made his first reply
to critics of his proposals for judicial
reform in a speech at the “ Victory
Dinner ” of the Democratic Party in
Washington last night. The speech was
broadcast throughout America.

The United States, said the President,
according to a Reuter message, was to-
day faced with a grisis “ fundamentally
even more grave than that of four years
ago.” The success of democracy in the
United States was endangered by the
failure of the Supreme Court to pull
together in * the three-horse team of the
American system of government.”

The Supreme Court, by invalidating the
Agricultural Adjustment Administration,
the National Recovery Administration,
and the State minimum wage Jaws, had,
“because it pleased the personal economic
predilections of the majority of the
Court,” created a *“No Man's Land of
final futility.” As a result of these
decisions the United States had become
“ a nation where there was no legal power
anywhere to deal with the most diffienit
and practical problems.”

FIGHT AGAINST TIME

President Roosevelt said he defied any-
one to read the Supreme Court’s decisions
invalidating the New Deal Jaws and then
say: * Exactly what, if anything, we can
do this Session of Congress ™ for agricul-
ture and industrial workers, to control
flood and drought, and generate cheap
power, “with any reasomable certainty
that what we do will not be nullified as
unconstitutional,”

The language of the decisions already
rendered (he continued) and the widespread
refusal to obey the law incited by the attitude
of the Courts create doubts and difficultics
for almost everything else for which we
promised to fight. You and I owe it to our-
selves to remove those doubts and difficulties.
In this fight time is the essence. Every delay
creates risks of intervening events which make
more and more difficull an intelligent, speedy,
and democratic_solution of our difficulties.
Floods, droughts, agricultural  surpluses,
strikes, industrial confusion, and disorder can-
not be handled for ever on a catch-as-catch-
can basis. 1f we would make demorracy
succeed, 1 say we must act now.

“ My great ambition,” declared the
President. “is to turn over this desk and
chair at the White House in 1941 to my
successor, whoever he may be, with the
assurance that T am at the same time
turning over to him as President a nation
intact and at peace. a prosperous nation
which has proved that the democratic
farm and methods of national govern-
ment can and will succeed.”

FLYING BOAT TURNS BACK
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shere is £3.297.000 for machme
&z, for manufacture of warlike

aclories other_than the Royal

Factorics, The gross total

this Vote comes to no less than

X0, i
.~ one result, it is hoped that the

_:nanization of the artillery, and also

signals, will be completed. The

anization of the engineers

he infantry will have been provided
mechanized transport before the
Tamer arrives.

MODERN EQUIPMENT
"The provision of new armoured fighting
cnicles for the Tank Corps and the
-walry is likely to be slower; and also
—t of armoured machine-gun carriers
- the newly converted infantry batta-
s.  The production of anti-tank guns,
-tank machine-guns, and the new
~=n light machine-gua is similarly suffer-
= from delay. Nevertheless, a great if
~-_iated programme of modernization is
—w under way.
The Estimates appear to make no pro-
_zsion {or an increase in the soldier's pay,
considerable unexplained rises in other
v s suggest that the conditions of
—<Tvice are bemg improved in various
ays. One that is explained, and shows
—=e largest increase apart from warlike
—ores, is the construction of new barracks
—=d the modernization of others. Here is
measure badly needed.  Among the

Tore important items are new barracks at
dershot for a cavalry regiment and a
k battalion; at Culchcsler and New-

Hong-kong, too, a large expenditure 15
alized for increased accommodation.

NEW BUILDINGS
At Shrivenham an initial £50,000 of an
AJma'\e £1,250,000 js allotted for the
—<commodation of an Anti-Aircraft
~Toup, and a sxmnlar sum at_“ various
mome stations,” out of an estimated
00,000, But this Vote for works and
iidings covers accommodation for more
n troops. ‘Thus,dn the Southera Com-
=and, £340,000 is allotted this year of a
£1,600,000 for
"D'a;e facilities; and a further £200,000
<t of an ultimate £1 000,000 for Chilwell
+ ehicle Reserve Depdt.
An item that seems more questionable |
=0 the surface is an estimated £240,000 for |
new ordnance depot at Ashford in Kent !
in view of its exposurc to air attacks
“hat danger arises, too, at Woolwich
~rsenal, where a new outlay of over
300,000 on accommodation is visualized.
he gross total of Vote 10, for Works,
Idings, and Lands, comes to
082,000, compared with £5086,000
styear. Itincludes, however, £2,170,000
or new factories, other than the Royal
Ordnance Factaries.
The Territorial Army is more liberally
vided for, its Estimates rising from |
07.500 1o £5,177,500. A small partof |
increase is due to the purchase ofl
—nechanical transport for the artillery, The | |
Tiggest increase, however, is for the pro- |
“ision of new headquarters, mainly for |
<1 newly located air defence units. When |
“ne total cost of the Territorial Army is |
zonsidered. it is scen to provide a big in- |
‘arance policy for a remarkably small |
~remium.
The Memorandum of the Secretary of!
State for War which accompanied the
Estimates s printed oa page 9,

RIV-\L LABOUR UNIONS
IN AMERICA

MR. LEWIS’S “REBELS”
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
NEW YORK, MarcH 4

In a manifesto circulated to-day to all
the unions affiliated to the American
Federation of Labour Mr. William
Green, the president of that organiza-
tion, called upon them to * meet the
challenge ™ of the Commitice for
Todustrial Organization and prepare for
a fight to a.finish with the “rebel™
body which, under the leadership of Mr.
John Lcw:s, is cutting away the ground
from under the federation. Reversing
the policy he declared when the unions
which had joined the C.LO. were sus-
pended from the AFL he to-day
fnstructed unions to “draw a tine and
make a distinction ” between members of
the C.LO. and those of the A.F.L.

Hitherto the A.F.L., unwilling to break
entirely with the CIO has kept open
the door through whlch the secessionists
might return, but the growing power of
the Lewis crganization has convinced the
AFL. leaders that all hope of com-
promise_has gone, and unions are now
faced with the choice of remaining loyat
to the traditional system of labour
organization represented by the AJF.L.
and of casting their lot with the C.LO.

CAMPAIGN IN THE SOUTH

Meanwhile, invigorated by success, Mr.
Lewis to-day returned to ‘Washington to
supervise the campaign to organize all

mdusmes—a

whose intensity is growing daily. The
committec's next immediate objective is
believed to be the unionization of the
textile workers dn the Southern States,
which will begin as soon as megotiations
with the coalowners are concluded. The
textile workers in the North are already
organized to some extent, but the
Southern millowners have hitherto shown
themselves obdurate, and former attempts
to introduce colflective bargaining ended
in violence.

Discussions with Jeaders of the coal
industry continue, and there is the prospect
of a strike next month unless the com-
mittee's demands, which include a shorter
working week, _higher wages, and a
guaranteed” minimum of paid working
days,-are met. Other fields which the
C.LO. intends to invade in the next few
weeks are the south-western oilfields and
the boot and shoe industry in New
England.

Efforts to induce all the subsidiary com-
panies of the United States Steel Corpora-
tion and the independent firms to sign
agreements of union recognition slmllar
to that reached with the Carqegie Hlinois
Steel Corporation continue with increased
energy.

COMPANY MEETINGS

Reports of the following meetings are
published in our City pages: —

Ashanti-Adowsena (Banket) Goldfields,

Clerical, Medical and General Life,

Engtish China Clays,

London and Lomond Investment,

Milford Docks Company,

1. and R. Morl¥y. Limited,

Nunnery Collicfy Company,

Radio Rentals.

Samnuggur Juic}

i boration which shouid nspire conndence.

Tt is expected that the Government will
immedintely appoint a distinguished inde-!
pendent economist, M. Charles Rist, to
control the future operations of the Ex-!
. change Equalization Fund. It is expected
| also that they will withdraw the taxes,

gold and foreign currencics made in
September. These taxcs are among the
most severely criticized of the measures
imposed by M. Vincent-Auriol in the days
when he believed the iron hand ‘without
the velvet glove to be the appropriate
instrument for use against the world of
capital.

GOVERNMENT/ HOPES

The Government will hope by these
changes to convince holders of capital
that they are not the objects of system-
atic persecution and to reassure the
many critics, some friendly to the Govern-
ment on general grounds, who have been
exasperated by the apparent contradictions
i1 the technical management of financial
and monetary problems. M. Rist com-
mands general respect as an economic and
financial expert, and the removal of
penalties -against holders of gold and
foreign exchange will make an end of
what is widely considered as unfair dis-
crimination, In the better atmosphere
which should be created the Government
will hope to reverse the tide of speculation
and to_recapture the confidence of the
rmass of minor capitalists who, in the long
sun, hold commaad of their destinies, It
is pcrhaps agcod omen that the mere news

of to-morrow’s meeting and of the
measures which might issue from it pro-
duced a remarkable recovery of Freach
stocks oni the Bourse to-day.

‘Whether these measures will be effective
in securing as much as a breathing-space
for the Government only experience will
show, They are admittedly only partial
solutions of the financial problem, the true
keys of which remain the value of the
franc and the level of French prices,
Until now the franc has been uneasily
maintained near 105 to the pound, almost
solely in deference 1o the views expressed
by the British Treasury when the Tri-

amounting to severe penalties, which were ;
imposed on the yield of transactions in'

[ OF 1933 is the More Temark.™e, smee ine
 poliiog all round was heas or. To this
extent the energetic camp. of both

parties was successiul jn o

! traditional apathy of Loncon voters in

local clections.  The pronortion  of
- clectors recording their vorss was still
small, but a rough estimate ruts the toial
at about 25 per cent. more than three
vears ago.

All the more prominent members of the
Council who were secking re-clection have
retained their seats, New members
include Lord Curzon, Lord Sandon, Mr.
W. H. Church, and Mr. F. G. Rye.

% The results dectared last night are
given in fult on page 16

TENEMENT FIRE IN
NEW YORK

TWO DEAD AND 15 INJURED
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
NEW YORK, March 4

At Jeast two persons were burned to
death, 15 others injured, and more than
200 driven from their homes here early
to-day by a ﬁre which broke out in
Suffolk Street, in the populous  slum
district of the fower East Side, in Man-
hattan,

The fire started in a tenement house,
and the flames, drawn up an airshaft,
spread to neighbouring houses. As the
fire gained control, in spite of the efforts
of the firemen, ceilings and roofs
collapsed, and it is feared that more
bodies may be found beneaih the débris.
‘The rescuers were impeded by the crowds,

attracted by the blazc, which blocked the
street.

After examining the ruins to-day the
Deputy Tenement House Commissioner
said that there was proof of criminal negli-
gence on the part of the landlords of the
buildings. Two tencments which were
destroyed by fire, he added, were found
in December to have violated almost
every provision of the city building laws,

and an investigation by the District
Attorney would be made.

partite A t A
tacit agreement wnh London and Wash-
ington, by which the franc may be allowed
greater freedom of movement, may now
be in sight. With regard to prices, Govern-
ment circles point out that the gap between
French and world prices, though adverse
to France, is small, and that world prices
show signs of rising enough to filt it.

STABILIZATION RUMOUR

The semi-official Havas Agency an-
nounces, 2 Recuter message from Paris
says, that “ stabilization of the frane, if
it is carried out to-day (Friday), as
appears (o be very generally believed in
financial circles, will not be effected below
the present parity of the franc.”

INVALIDS

MRg. JusTicE HuMPHREYS was again
unable to attend Derby Assizes yesterday
through an attack of lumbago.
dition was slated to have improved.

The condition of Dk. CHARLES BROWN
former president of the National Free
Church  Council, who underwent an
operation in a London nursing home
about a week ago, was lust night stated to
be still serious.

His con-{

MEDITERRANEAN ROUTES

DECISION OF SHIPPING LINES

The following shipping lines state that
they have instructed the Masters of their
vessels proceeding to or from a French
Mediterranean port to sail on a_course
taking them to the eastward of the Balearic
Islands:—

Anchor Line, Bibby Brothers and Co.,
British India_Steam Navigation Company,
Ellerman’s City and Hall Lincs, Nippon
Yusen Kaisha, Orient Steam Navigation

ompany, P. & O. Steam \.A\lgznon Com
pany and the Roteerdam Lloyd

The object of the decision is to aveid the
gaters in the neighbourhood of the coast of

Spain.

BOOKS OF THE WEEK

¢ Reviews of “The Last of the Gentle-
I men's Wars.* by Major-General Fuller:
“ Present Indicative,” Mr. Noel Coward's|
jautobiography ; “ History through The’
Times,” edited by Sir James Marchant ;
Coronation  Summer,” by _Angela'
¢ Thirkell : * An Irishman and His Family.”
. by Maud Wynne : and of noels by Alfred
Doblin, Bertolt Brecht, C. 14, B Kitchin,
j and Paut Winter will be found on page 19!

evoming the

| AXNLX A LLYY DAvLw
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
PARIS, Marcr +

A Greek oil-tanker, the Loukia (2,143
tons). bound from Constanza, Rumania, |
i for Barcclona with 3,000 wns of pe(ro-\
leum, struck & miae off the Gulf of Rosas, |
on the north-east coast of Spain, to-day |
Spanish fishermen picked up |
two dead and a few injured men a'ter the |
ship had disappeared. The rest of the !
crew are presumed (0 have beea drowned. | 1

FRANCE ACCUSED BY
GENERAL FRANCO

i
|

ALLEGED THREAT TO
SPANISH MOROCCO

A Spanish Nationalist broadcast from ;
Salamanca announces (says Reuter) that a
Note accusing France of planning to
invade the Spanish Zone of Morocco has
been sent by General Franco to the signa-
tories of the Algeciras Treaty.

The Note *“denounces the activities
observed in the frontier region of
the French Protectorate and Spanish
Morocco, which are said to aim at causing
disturbances in_Spanish Moroce, thus
permitting the French authorities, under
the pretext of re-establishing order and
preventing the danger from spreading to
their tribes, to invade the Spamsh Zone,
thereby creating a dangerous situation for
the peace of Europe.”

The Nationalist Government, the
broadcast added, will ask the signatories
for the urgent appointment of an inter-
national commission to verify the truth of
these allegations. It was also stated that
General Franco will ask the Non-Iater-
vention Committee to put an end to this
activity.

FRENCH DENIAL

“A COMPLETE FABRICATION
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
PARIS, MsrcH 4

The allegation of French interference
in the Spanish Moroccan Zone made by | ¢
the Spanish Nationalist Government is dis-
missed here as a complete fabrication
made for some purpose anknown, but by
no means unsuspected. General Noguds,
the French Resident-General in Morocco,
called to-day on M. Viénot, the Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to
discuss the situation.

It is not denied here that the French
Moroccan frontier has been reinforced
where it marches with the Spanish Zone,
both as a reasonable precaution and to

!parkmg in the London traffic area.

garage charges arc cxcessive, and for this
reason Mr. Hore-Belisha will make a

i further effort to induce focal authorities

{who have so far been very backward in~
the matter) to prepare plans for the erec- |
tion of municipal garages. ‘

'LETTERS TO MINISTER i

An official of the Ministry of Transport
stated last night that 60 per cent. of the |
i letters received by Mr. Hore-Belisha are;

favour of the proposed ban on street:
The;
official said that batches of letiers were
being received by every post. Some of the
letters condemn the proposal, the majority |
of supporters being residents in squares
and quiet streets who complain that they
are disturbed by the noise of cars. A firm
of chemists in the West End of London
state that customers cannot reach their
shop because of cars parked by the foot-
paths,

EXTENSION OF WELFARE

——

U.A.B. PROPOSALS

Advisory Committees, which cover the
whole country, the Unemployment Assist-
ance Board makes proposals with a view
to enlarging and improving the character
of the welfare work which is one of its
statutory duties. The suggestions in the
Board’s memorandum are outlined and
discussed by our Labour Correspondent
n page 19.

THEIR MAJESTIES® VISIT TO
THEATRE

The King and: Quecn saw the play The
Amazing Dr. Cliterhouse at the Hay- | 5
market Theatre last night. Queen Mary

and the Princess Royal saw the play last
Saturday. It was the first visit that the
King and Queen had made to a theatre
together since the King’s Accession.
Their Majesties drove up to the Royal
entrance a few minutes before 8.30. When
they entered the Royal box fo the left of
the stage they were recognized by the
audience.

“THE TIMES LITERARY
SUPPLEMENT»

The leading article in The Times Liter-
ary Supplement, published to-day, reviews
Professor G. M. Trevelyan's biography of |
Tord Grey of Fallodon. Ina Letier to]

close so far as possible the gaps through |
which native recruits, tempted by the }ngh
rewards offered, have been slipping across
ythc border. But it is claimed here that no !
{ action has been taken which could reason-

ference with the Zone.

As 1o the motives which may have '
inspired  General  Franco's  pratest, |
I responsible circles are inclined to link it
| up with information received from two
! different sources to the effect that a ship- |

load of Eomcss artillery left the free port
,of Hamburg 4 few days ago. Although
the guns may be meant for use in Spain the |
possibility that some pretext is being ;"
sought for their installation in Spanish
Moraceo has not escaped attention.
Other Spanish news on page 13.

I

ably be construed as a threat of inter.’ \

i the Editor Professor James R. Sulherlandl
announces the discovery of important facts :
| relating to the life of George Farquhar,}
| the dramatist, among the papers of the !
Duke of Portland. |
Among bogks reviened are  Milion and ;&
Wordsworth,” by Sir Herbert  Grierson ; ‘
|+ Coronatio Summer." by Angela Thirkel
* Pictators,” by Jacques Bainville ; * London. |
the Unique City.” by S. E. Rasmussen; ** The
st of the Gentieiners Wars," by Major-
General J. Fulle foscow in the
| Making.” by Sir E. D: Simon ang others
* Present indicas Noel Coward ; * The | *
Roots of Evil,
Autobiograph:
tréamlines,”
Elizabethan Tales.” NA
t several books on the French Foreign Legion : !
and novels by R. H. Mouram, Louis Golding, !
i Walter Dur.ml) Stella Gibboas, Ellery Queer,
and 20 o

In a memorandum to its 130 local |D,

Australia service with 12 passengers, in-
cluding one member of the Imperial Air-
ways' staff, returned to her base in South-
ampton Water three hours later. Her
commander, Captain F. }. Bailey, ater
she had been in the air for an hour and
a half, and was over France. decided to
wrn back owing to bad weather reports
ahcad. The Capella will leave for
Alexandria this morning.

=* The non-stop flight of the Caledonia
from Alexandria to Souxhnmpmn yesterday
is reported on page

ENTERTAINMENTS INDEX

(For details sce page 12)

OPERA AND BALLET

Duches BALLET RAMBERT 540
Kiog's  MARKOVA DOLIN BALLET 3
Sadler’s Wells
THEATRES
Adelphi HOME AND BEAUTY 515
Aldwsch EYR 830
Ambasmsdors  THE MISANTHROPE 2304845
pollo USEMASTER 830
Cawbrids  CHARLES THE KING 330
Colisem CINDERELLA £7.30
Comedy ~ BUSMAN'S HONEYMOON 230%8.30
Crterion  FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS 540
aly's NIGHT ALONE 340
Drary CARELESS RAPTURE g
Embasiy  THE ROAD TO ROME 815
ety SWING ALONG 815
Garrick THE TWO BOUQUETS 230 &8.30
Globa CANDIDA 530
THE AMAZING
Homadet | pl (LATERHOUSE } 830
Hippodrome BIG BUSINESS 15
His Majestr's BALALAIKA 815
Little RANGE BARRIER 84
Lyceam PUSS IN BOOTS 2813
Lyrie WISE TOMORROW 8.
Mercury THE ASCENT OF F§ 2304830
New AS YOU LIKE IT 8
ol vie TWELFTH NIGHT s
Palace ON YOUR TOES 830
People's Palacs  OTHELLO 3
Playhouse WHITEOAKS 530
Princes E FROG 810
Queea's  RETREAT FROM FOLLY 530
St Marins USPEC 2302830
OVER SHE GO! s
Staticsbury  HEART'S CONTENT 830
Westmiorter _UNCLE VANYA 330
Whitehall _ANTHONY AND ANNA 833
Wyndnam's GEORGE AND MARGARET 830
VARIETIES
Palafiom  O-KAY FOR SOUND 62080
Vigtoria ] CALLING ALL STARS 60&9
Wisdmill ~ REVUDEVILLENo.#) 13010 1130
CONCERTS
At ttan { MR BMERORC ) s
Gratrien Hall JAN VAN DER GUCHT 23
Wigmare Hall | FREDA RAVENHILL 830
EXHIBITIONS, &c.
Buildiog Centre lotas
Madsme Tussned's 0 to 10

R15.A. EXHIDITION OF AIRPORTS, &o. m w08
Zoolagical Garden to sunse

PICTURE THEATRES

Academy 130611
Carhon THE PANMAN 114510 18
Court NO MORE LADIES e (1
Carzon MAZURKA 23010 1L
mpire CAMILLE W0l
THE STORY OP

Erevman { [GUis PASTEUR 2wl
THE DESERTER twonl

Gaamont D OVER HEELS 21l
Tt sttty EMPIRE FILMS 1015 10 530

Leicester

Sere | FIRE OVER ENGLAND el

London .

Paton |  DREAMING LIPS FLYERH
Magble Arch | THE GREAT BARRIER 123010 11
 New Gaery * THE DOMINANT SEX 12wl
New Victoris LHALS. e

e BELOVED VAGABOND  10.15tw0 1]
Talytectiic  THE GREAT ZIEGFELD 13010 1t
Reeal THEODORA GOES WILD 121810 1t
Stoll ONENIGHTOFLOVE  L14510 11
Studio On LA KEKMESSF, HEROIQUE wn

c-Cl 11431011





