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Parliament

STEPS TO DEFEAT AIR RAIDS

-
.

CIVIL PROTECTION AGAINST POISON
GAS ATTACKS

MR. LL.OYD ON GOVERNMENT TESTS

FINANCIAL CONCESSION OFFERED TO
LOCAL AUTHORITIES

HOUSE OF LORDS

TUESDAY, Nov. 16

The Lorp CHANCELLOR took his seat on the
‘Woolsack at a quarter past 4 o'clock.

The Supreme Court of Judicature (Amend-
ment) Bill was brought up from the Commons
and read a first time.

The Expiring Laws Continuance Bill was
read a second time.

PROTECTION OF QUAILS

BILL TO PROHIBIT CLOSE
SEASON IMPORTS

VISCOUNT MERSEY moved the second
reading of the Quail Protection Bill, the object
of which is to prohibit the importation of the
common quail during the close season, The
noble lord said that this Bill was put forward
on behalf of the British Section of the Inter-
national Committee for Bird Preservation, in
agreement with the Zoological Society and
many other similar bodies. The various
Government Departments concerned had o
objection to the Bill, and it was put forward
in agreement- with seversl foreign Govern-
ments. Its object was simply to prevent the
extermination, in a comparatively short time,
of the quail.

The quail was a migratory bird which spent
the winter in Central Africa and the spring
and summer in Europe. In recent years there
had grown up a practice of importing quails
alive in large numbers to this country. The
birds were brought over in crates just at the
period when thy would naturaily be mating.
The birds were netted in Egypt and Algeria,
and after heing brought here they were
fattened and sold. Something like 250,000 of
the birds were brought to the London market
in the season.

The Egyptian Government had passed legis-
lation to prohibit the netting of the quail in
Egypt during the breeding season and the
French Government had prohibited the spring
shooting of the quail in Algeria and those
parts of Morocco which they controlled. If
mmplegnentary action could be taken here
something might be done towards saving this
hird from extinction. The Bill proposed to
prohibit the importation of live quails into
the United Kingdom between February 14
and July 1.

GOVERNMENT SYMPATHETIC

The EARL of ONSLOW supported the
second reading and said hie hoped the Govern-
ment would be able 10 give facilities for the
passage of the Bill through both Houses, The
guail had become very rare here; but if this
Rill was passed it was possible that the quail
vould come again in zppreciable numbers,
end it would be a desirable addition to the
rame birds of this cou
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were in sympathy with the objects of the Bilt
and no objection had been taken to it by the
Ministry of Agriculture, although some points
had been raised by the Board of Customs.
The Government would not object to the Bill
being given a second reading if it was under-
stood that it might be necessary to make some
amendment of Clause 2 at a fater stage. He
could give no pledge that the passage of the
Bill would be facilitated in the House of
Commons.

The Bill. was read a second time. g

The Merchant Shipping (Superannuation
Contributions) Bill was read the third time
and passed.

Their lordships rose at 22 minutes to 5

*clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuespay, Nov. 16

The SPEAKER took the Chair at a quarter to
3 o'clock. .

- PLANS FOR FOOD
CONTROL

“ SHADOW ORGANIZATION *»
CREATED

MAJOR MILLS (New Forest and Christ-
church, U.) asked the President of the Board
of Trade if he proposed to set up any local
organization in connexion with the plans which
were being prepared in his Department for
safeguarding the food supplies of this country
during an emergency.

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY (Westmorland,
U.)—Yes, Sir. It has been decided, as part
of the plans which are in course of prepara-
tion for controliing the supply and distribution
of food and feeding-stuffs in the event of an
emergency, to create throughout Great Britain
a ' shadow ™ organization which could, with-
out delay, act as a Food Control Committee
in the area of each loca! authority, as during
the period of food control in the Great War.

I will circulate further particulars in the
Official Report, with the names of the gentle.
men who will act as Divisional Food Officers.

Mr. BELL}ENGER (Bassetlaw, Lab.)—
What will this shadow organization consist
of 2 Wil it be distributive and purchasing ?

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY.—The shadow
organization will be in readiness in case of
emergency to perform all the duties performed
under the Food Controller in the War,

[Following is the circulated siatement : —

Great Britain, excluding London and tbe  Home
Counties, will be divided into 15 divisions (cight in
England, two in Wales, and five in_ Scotland), for cach
of which a Divisional Food Officer has been appointed.
In addition a Chiel Divisional Food Officer has been
appointed for Scotland

Each Divisional Food Officer will at an easly date
approach cach of the lccal authoritics concerned in his
givision and _discuss, arrangements for setiing Up the
proposed ** shaduw ™ organizatior in the area,

Tn Landon and the Home Cotntics Diveanz' Froad

authorities in these arcas and generally undertake for
the 1ime being the work which in other_parts of Great
Britain will be performed by Divisional Food Offi

It is nor amicipated that amy cxpenditure will be
incurred by local authorities in this connexion in peace
time. ln the event of an cmergency the cxpenses of
Local Food Control Committees would be defrayed from
national funds.

The following appointments of Divisional Food Officers
have been made, in consultation wilh the Sceretary of
State for Scotland so far as appoinuments in Scoliand
are concerned :—

ENGLAND AND WALES
NorTHrex.—Durham, Northumberland, with Tees.
§ide—~Sir Aubur Lambert.  (Headquarters: Neweastle
nc.

cers.

on-Tyne.
NORTH-ExsTeRN.—Yorkshire  (cxcluding  Tees-side).—
Mr. W, Carby ¢Lecds. .
NORTH-WrSTERN —Chcshire, Cumberland, Lancashire,
Westmorland.~Mr. E. Gardner. {(Liverpool)
NokTH_MipLanD.—Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Lincoln-
shire, Northamptonshire, Soke-of-Petcrborough. Not-
tinghamshire,  Rutland.—Mr. W. 0. MacArthur.

Warwickshire, ~ Worcestcrshite—Sic  James  Curtis.
(Birmingham.} .
Eastern—Bodfordshire,  Cambridgeshire, | Hunting-
donshire, ‘Norfolk, Suffolk, lsle of Ely~—Licutenant-
Colonel ‘0. M._Lanyon. (Cambridge.)
SouTuern —Berkshire, _ Buckinghamshire, | Dorsct,

ussex.—I Colonel E.
Tennant. (Reading.)

SouTH-WesTERN.—Cornwall, Devonshire, Gloucester-
shire, Somersct, Wilishire —Mr. F. T. Lee-Norman.
(BristoL.)

NORTR _WaLes.—Anglescy, Cacrnarionshire, Den-
bighshire, Flintshire, Merioncthshire. Montgomeryshirc,—
Major W, Lloyd Griffith, (Caermanvon) -

Sourt WiLEs.—Brecknockshire, Cardiganshire, Car-

e~
brokeshire, Radnorshirc.—Sir Thomas Jones. (Cardifi.}

SCOTLAND

Mt. I W, Peck, Chicf Divisional Officer for Scatland.

(Edinburgh.) ) }

UTH-EAst.—Mid Lothian Gincluding City -of Edin-
burgh), Berwick, East Lothian, Pecbies, Roxburgh,
Scikirk, West  Lothian.—Mr. Erskine  Dods.
(Edinburgh.) -

WesT.—Lanark Gncluding City of Glasgow), Argyll,
Ayr, Bute, Clackmannan, Dumbarton, Dumfries, Kirk-
cudbright,'Renfrew, Stirling, Wigtown.—Colonel W. D.
Scott. (Glasgow.) )

AST.—Angus City of Dundee), Fife,
Kinross, Perih.—Mr. Marshall. (Dundee.)

NoxTit-EAST.—Aberdéen (including the City of Aber-
deen), Banfl, Kincardine, Moray, Orkney, Sgetland.—
Mzc. G. B. Mitchell. (Aberdeen.)

Inverness, Caithness, Naim, Ross and
Cromarty, Sutherfand.—Colonel lan Malcolm Campbell.
(lnverness.)]

THE RISE IN FOOD PRICES

Mr. SMEDLEY CROOKE (Deritend, U.)
asked the President of the Board of Trade if
he was aware of the anxiety of the general body
of housewives in the country causcd by the rise
in prices of groceries and other foodstuffs
which was causing hardship to those with small
fixed incomes; whether he would set up an
inquiry to make sure that the rise was not due
to rings ; and whether he would consider what
further steps he could take to ease the burden
of expenditure on the necessities of life.

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY.—I am aware that
the rise in food prices is causing concern, In
general I would remind my hon. friend that the
rise in food prices reflects a recovery from the
conditions of the period of depression. 1 doubt
whether any useful purpose would be served by
a special inquiry as suggested by my hon.
friend. Prices of foodstuffs-are under con-
tinual observation both by the Food Council
and the Government, and I am sure that the
council would not fail to report to me if it
appeared that the prices of any foodstuffs were
being raised unduly by the operation of rings.

Mr, CROOKE.—1Is my right hon. friend
aware that even the threat of an inquiry has
caused 2 small drop in the prices of some food-
stuffs, and will he therefore not recomsider
whether he will hold ap inquiry into the
matter ?

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY.—The _hon.
member's question referred specificaly to the
question of rings, and my answer is that it is
continually under review by the Food Council,
and if they thought there was a ring in any par-
ticular industry which was putting up prices
they would not fail 10 report the matier to me
at once,

PROTECTION UNDER THE'
BRITISH FLAG

REGISTRATIONS REFUSED

CAPTAIN A. EVANS (Cardiff, S.. U}
asked the President of the Board of Trade
how many ships were refused provisional
registration under the British flag during the
nine months ended September 20. 1937 and
whether any such refusals were because such
registration was sought only as a temporary
expedient.

Mr. OLIVER STANI EY.—-Since the jene

(including
Mr, C. H.
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the great cities. The statement 1!
take 20fL. to 24{t. of concrete to giv
against high explosive bombs must.
be qualified hy the fact that thes: armour-
piercing bombs would not be suita™le for use
against the civil population, and that for alt
practical purposes very much lightcr vructures
would give a very considerabl§ measure of
immunity. 5

But while he agreed with the Government
that it would be wrong to consdme un undue
proportion of their limited resoirces on what
was after all the most extreme form of passive
defence—the funk-hole—he did R0t think the
question was guite disposed ofiby the treat-
ment it had received from the Home Secretary,
and more study should be given o giving
immunity from high explosive bombs which
were in tin containers and which while they
had no great penetrative power could be
cnormously destructive when -flung among
ordinary houses.

§
INCENDIARY BOMBS

He was glad to hear from the Home Secre-
tary that he was fully alive ta. the danger
of incendiary bombs. He (Mr. Churchill)
carnestly hoped that that matter Would be the
subject of serious and continuols study. It
was true that apparently it had ngt nanifested
itself as at all decisive in thé: fighting at
Madrid, but they could never telf what might
be the reasons for the non-employmen: of this
weapon against that city.

There were also the questions ofghe reaction
of air attack on the civil populatfon and the
protection of the London dock§ and the
Estuary of the Thames in view ofthe depend-
ence of London on the approaches by water. He
asked for an assurance that bothithese ques-
tions were being dealt with not ondy by setting
up a committee and the preparatign of paper
schemes, but also by the takingof concrete
steps, the appointment of individhals in the
difterent localities, and by marking¥he different
areas so that jf trouble came thefe would be
a practical scheme ready by which. our large
populations might be defended. %

The position had deteriorated ifgnany direc-
tions since he had raised these ma%s in 1934,
The German Air Force was Sgbstantially
stronger than ours, and our relitions with
cerfain foreign Powers had beenifravely im-

it would

paired, Therefore everything showed how
urgent was the warning which given in
1934, and with how much greatéf =mphasis

these matters pressed upon us no (Cheers.)
No doubt hon. members had heard talk some-
times of there being a nine days’ wag—that was
to say a wat which was so short that the scarcity
of food or raw material would nofiprevent an
aggressor striking down his victim 4nd gaining
a final result before any scarcity ogpld become

effective.

VALUE OF THE COUNTER-
ATTACK

That was a hideous form of aftack, and
without the provisions contained in this
measure they were not capable of resisting jt.
It could certainly not be met by By - stem
of mere passive defence, but only by well-
directed counter-attacks against military targets
and objectives. He thought that theére was no
doubt that if one side in an equal war en-
deayoured to cow and kil the civil population
while the other attacked military objectives and
other points on which the opponents’ war-
making capacity depended, the victory-«ould
come to the side—all other things being equal
~—which avoided making war on the civil
population.

But for that time would be needed for uny
such effects to manifest themselves, ang mean-
while the existing capacity of the civil popu-
lation to endure punishment with for:iude
would be vital. I it was supposed thar the
civil population would give in. or indyce their
Government to give in, then this odious form
of warfare came much nearer to us, The way
to prevent this form of attack being emploved
was by well-organized means to make the rime
not worth committing.

Our defence precaution although only <
sidiary to the generaf problem might ey ie-
Jess make the difference not only between +
tory and defeat, but what was even mo-,
poriant might make the difference betwe.
thing being tried or not tried at all, betwy
peuce being broken and the peace bein
served.  The vulnerable character of
Britain and its great cities. particularlyL. -

O O

if a certain mood of exasperation had stolen
over them from time to time. But nothing
like that seemed to have occurred. On the
contrary, they appeared to be mild and meek
to the last degree,

When he looked at the correspondence of
November 5 he found it remarkable that they
should have been so ready to kiss the rod.
(Laughter,) The local authoritics took the point
that considerably more than two years had
passed since the’ Government announced that
air raid precautions had become a matter of
grave urgency, and they pointed out that as the
matter had moved no farther forward, they
repudiated all responsibility for the delay, but
expressed their willingness to administer any
funds which-the Central Government might
place at their disposal. The local authorities”
letter of November § was a captious and cen-
sorious document.

PERCENTAGE GRANT
THE RATE BURDEN

On the question of the percentage grant the
Government were not only justified but were
bound in the public interest to stand strictly
on the figure they had fixed, and he had no
doubt that not only Parliament but public
opinion would support them in that course.
A proposal had been made that the Govern-
ment should give an assurance that the burden
upon any local authority should not exceed
the produce of a 2d. rate, and Mr. Morrison
stated yesterday that if that was agreed 10 the
opposition of local authorities would be with-
drawn.

We certainly could not have any Iocal
authority drawing a blank chegue on the
nation and spending money perhaps out of
proportion to other authorities, perhaps out
of all proportion to what was deemed neces-
sary for air raid precaution. The taxpayer
was obviously entitled to protection from
abuses of that kind. 3

The difference between the two sides of the
House at that moment was reduced to the
microscopic. It would be a fine thing if they
could be united jn the matter, There was
really entire agreement apart from' the very
small point of the financial arrangement and
upon the form which the Bill should take.

The fact that years had passed was a re-
proach to the system of free government
which they enjoyed, loved, and -sought to
observe. He would not press the Government
to concede another penny on the percentages;
he would not ask them to deprive themselves
of any means of preventing reckless abuse,
But if those objects could be obtained in a
manner which carried with it agreement it
would be worth while to endeavour to achieve
them. He hoped that further effort would be
made in the few hours that remained—either
that another effort would be made or that the

 Ministers when they came to reply would give

them more reasons than at present why they
were not able to deal with the one in a hundred
recalcitrant or extravagant authority.

“A GREAT CONTRAST”»

He felt there was a great contrast between
the first and last parts of Mr. Morrison’s
speech last night. In the first part they saw
him living up to his position as chief muni-
cipal officer in the greatest city and also the
most vulnerable city in the world; in the
second part they saw him endeavouring to
state the views of the bench on which he sat,
What a contrast! Someone the other day—
he did not know who it was;: it might have
been the Prime Minister—during a speech re-
minded them of the well-known dual per-
sonality of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Thé dual
capacity of the right hon. gentleman was very
apparent—what he (Mr. Churchill) had rarely
if ever seen before. and what they were privi-
leged to witness yesterday—the actual trans-
mogrification of Dr. Jekyll into Mr. Hyde

fore their very eyes. (Laughter.) It was
remarkable to see Mr. Morrison sweep away
ail his responsibilities, all his care, all the
extremely able discussion so formidable in
Parliamentary debate, and then come back to
the old party talks which in easy and quict
times might well be the siock-in-trade of
politicians on the front Opposition benches.
. When Mr, Morrison suggested that if bomb-
ing existed in the world, it was all due to the
re;t that L
B

fmer e

rd Londonderry had said some- -

another place, the right hon. gentleman put a
strain not only the credulity but on the
decorum of the House of Commons, And
when he said that Lord Londonderry had re-
sumed his time-honoured function of extend-
ing party bospitality on the eve of the Session,
and had been chosen as President of the
National Union of Conservative Associations
because the new Prime Minister was more
vulnerable to air bombing than his predecessor,
then he (Mr. Churchill) said that Mr. Morrison
~—at whose career the House and the country
fooked with great interest and hope—had
entered a region which baffled the most exten-
sive vocabulary, where the facetious mon-
strosity of his assertions defied rejoinder, but
happily did not need it because of their
inherent folly. (Cheers.)

Mr. LEONARD (Glasgow, St. Rollox, Lab.)
said that London would be in a first-line posi-
tion in any air raid because of the possibility of
such an attack breaking the moral of the
nation as a whole. It must be remembered,
however, that there were other towns just as
vulnerable. Glasgow was one of them because
it had such a densely packed population and
because docks, munition works, and heavy
industries were in close proximity. Morcover,
some of the poorer homes in his own division
were ill enough equipped to withstand the
elements, not to mention liquid fire rained from
the heavens, In view of what happened in the
Iast War immediate action should be taken by
the Government to control the price -of air
raid defence equipment.

LIBERAL MEMBER AND

MR. CHURCHILL

SIR P. HARRIS (Bethral Green, S.W., L)
said that the moderation of the speech of the
right hon gentleman the member for Epping
(Mr.Churchill) was most marked. What puzzled
some members on both sides of the House was
the fact that he was a private member. He (Sir
P. Harris} was not one who admired all the
views and opinions of the right hon. gentle-
man, but if they were bound to face the
problem of defence on 2 large scale surely no
one would be more suitable to carry out that
policy than the right hon. gentleman. One did
not know if he was absent because Barkis was
not willing or whether his absence was due to
jealousy or perhaps to the fear that his abilities
and capacities would rather dwarf those of
some of his colleagues.

If they had to have some Minister to deal
with the problem he would have thought it
wiser to entrust it to the Minister of Health.
If the local authorities were to be entrusted
with any work of any character there must
be some financial liability, however small.
The amendment he had tabled in relation to
the money resolution was at the request of
the local authorities. It would not encourage
extravagance. He had so framed the amend-
ment that if any particular local authority
went in for extravagant schemes that would
involve expenditure over a twopenny rate, then
automatically the Minister's veto came into
operation. That gave an adequate safeguard
against waste, inefficiency, and extravagance.

Mr. SIMMONDS (Birmingham, Duddeston,
U.) said there was general agreement in all
parts of the House in connexion with the
imperative necessity of evacuation and the
importance of bomb-proof shelters. In some
respects the Home Office had adopted a hesi-
tating if not negative policy. The Government
had been too apt to set 2 limit 10 finance and
{formulate a policy thereafter.

e Government had to make up their
minds in regard to the question of evacuation
and shelters. The peril must be mastered, no
matter how high the expense. The evacuation
must be from what might be described as
target areas for aircraft. 1f the Government
did not direct that evacuation in an orderly
manner the people in those areas would carry
it out themselves in a disorderly manner.
Powers should be taken to enable the Govern-
ment or a local authority to compel evacua-
tion in certain areas. Citizens who volun-
teered for air raid precautions service should
not be called to go into an area to rescue
those who had been invited to leave but had
refused. He trusted also that preparations
were being made for the evacuation of the
Government,

On the question of homb-proof shelters he
joined issue with the Government most pro-
foundly. The House had been told that for all
types of bombs 20ft. of reinforced conzraie wac

disregard armoufr-piercing bombs, as they
would only be used for ships and naval targets.
He and some of his friends who had been
studying the subject had come to the con-
clusion that the missile against which they
ought to provide protection was the 500lb,
explosive bomb and those beneath that weight.

COST OF SHELTERS -

The French Government, who had carried
out more research in this matter than our own,
reckoned that four or five feet of ferro-concrete
was adequate for protection against these
bombs. Shelters that would resist cven a direct
hit could thus be consiructed for £40 a head,
or £1,000 for 25 people. The provision of
shelters  affected ‘three parties—employers,
emplayees, and the Government. There was
no reason why the three should not contribute
equally to the cost, at the rate, say, of 3d. a
week each for 25 years. To those who said
that was a very long period he would reply
that it would give the country a mighty
defensive organization that might last as long
as the air bomb was a menace, and enable us
to have a different foreign policy and
strengthen our influgnce in the world.

Referring to the fundamental consideration
of the insurance of property in time of war, he
said that there were no fewer than 1,000,000
people at present purchasing their houses

-through building societies. Were they to sec

their jife savings invested in those houses
wiped out without expecting the Government
to find replacement ?

Admirable though the efforts of the Home
Secretary had been, this was the work for a
full-time Minister. So far as the country was
concerned public indifference to the problem
must be removed. .

If bomb-proof shelters were provided, as he
thought they should be, the expenditure might
well be higher than a twopenny rate. Could the
Home Secretary not give an undertaking that
after three years he would review the financial
implicatibns of the Bill ? If he could put in a
clause to that effect it would go a long way
towards closing the ranks. This was part of
rearmament, and in the face of external dangers
he appealed to the Opposition to let the Bill
go through without a division.

GOVERNMENT OFFER

FINANCIAL REVIEW AFTER
THREE YEARS

SIR S. HOARE, Home Secretary {Chelsea,
U.), intervening, said that a series of appeals
had been addressed to him. He dissociated
himself from the criticisms of Mr. Morrison
and Mr. Churchill agajnst the dilatory methods
of his Department. The Under-Secretary
would deal at length with the criticisms thal
had been made, and the House would then see
how groundless the charges were.

One of the satisfactory resuits of the long
chapter of di i had been to dimini:
to a great extent the margin of difference that
at the beginning divided the various parties in
the negotiations. The only point of substance
now -between Mr, Morrison and some of the
bodies for whom he had spoken, and the
Government, was the single issue of the excess
expenditure over a twopenny rate, Sir P.
Harris had put down an amendment to the
financial resolution proposing that there should
be a veto on schemes that would involve local
authoritics in more than a twopenny rate. Mr.
Morrison had put down an amendment to
ensure that expenditure over a twopenny rate
should be backed by the State. .

He (Sir S. Hoare) was anxious fo eliminate
this margin of difference if it was humanly
possible so to do. (Cheers.}

After very careful consideration of the
amendment and with a desire to remove any
differences which might exist between the
Government and the Opposition, his colleagues
and he had come to the view that this was not
the best way to do jt. They did not feel that
it was possible in a guestion which involved
issues of life and death 1o put a definite veto
on public expenditure. The only instance he
had been able to discover was that of the veto
forbidding any more than a penny rate for
public libraries. Hon. members would see the
great difference between a minor question of
this kind and the far graver issues that were
raised biv air raid precautions.
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More please!

Mik is Nature’s finest form of nourishment, the food of

foods.. Milk-soup builds. children up against winter ills,

protects them from raw weather, keeps them warm and
well.  There is no winter dish to compare with it. Serve
e

it each day as a regular habit !

THIS IS
HOW YOU M AKE
MILK SOUP

Take 1 part of prepared
soup; 2 parts of full-
cream milk, Itis essential
to the successful making
of milk soups that the

How they love

soup and the milk be
heated separately, as this
prevents all possibility of
curdling. The requisite
amount of heated soup is
poured into the soup-cup,
hot milk is added and
stirred in to make one
complete drink.

X

TEgATdIr ¢ special’ scrutiny of Yications
for pr 1al certificates of ¥, Tour
applica. have been refused, .  ich case

on the ground that the applicants were not
qualified to own British ships. Prior to that
date, certificates of provisional registry were
usually issued by Consuls without reference to
the Board of Trade, and it is not possible to
say how many applications were not proceeded
with because of the inability of the applicants
to satisfy the Consul as to their title 10 own
British ships.

Mr. THURTLE (Shoreditch, Lab.).—Is the
Government doing everything it can to hamper
the efforts of the Spanish Government to
receive supplies ?

Mr. STANLEY.—Our desire is not to give
the protection and advantages of the British
flag to people who are not really entitled to
them. (Cheers.)

Miss WILKINSON (Jarrow, Lab.).—In
view of the recent actions of the Admiralty
in not protecting British ships, are there any
advantages ?

Mr. STANLEY.—From the number of
applications received from foreigners there
would appear to be. (Cheers)

VISCOUNTESS ~ ASTOR  (Plymouth,
Sutton, U.)—What about all the children the
British sailors have saved ?

JAPANESE IMPORTS

Mr. OLIVER STANLEY stated, in reply to
CAPTAIN PLUGGE (Chatham, U.), that, taking
the latest available figure, British trade with
Japan did not show any appreciable decline
as a result of the disinclination of the public
to buy Japanese imports.

THE GOLD STANDARD

SIR J. SIMON, Chancelior of the Ex-
chequer (Spen Valley, L.Nat.), informed Mr.
J. R. RopiNson {Blackpool, U.) that no nego-
tiations were in progress between Great
Britain, France, and the United States of
America, with a view to an early retura to
the gold standard on the basis of a reduced
gold content of the standard coin.

FIDUCIARY NOTE ISSUE
RAISED BY £20,000,000

Mr. ATTLEE (Limehouse, Lab.) asked the
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he pro-
posed any variation in the fiduciary note issue
to meet Christmas demands.

SIR J. SIMON.—Yes, Sir. I have given
directions at the request of the Bank of Eng-
land and under the powers conferred on the
Treasury by the Currency and Bank Notes Act,
1928, that as from the middle of November,
1937, the fiduciary issue which was reduced
from £260,000,000 to £200,000,000 last year
should be temporarily raised to £220,000,000,

This arrangement is to meet seasonal
demands, and it is, therefore, contemplated
that it will obtain for about two months; that
is to the middle of Januvary, 1938.

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS

MR. CHURCHILL'S SUPPORT
OF THE BILL

Debate was resumed on the second reading
of the Air Raid Precautions Bill, to which
vesterday Mr. H. MorrisoN (Hackney, S.,
Lab.) had moved the following amendment : —

That this House, while conscious of the
regrettable necessity for taking measures to
protect life and property in the event of air

Taids, cannot assent to the second reading

of a Bill which does not provide for the cost

involved being made a national charge.

Mr. CHURCHILL (Epping, U.), continuing
his speech, said that he wholeheartedly
supported the Bill, Perhaps it was not an
casy decision to take, but he thought on the
whole that the Government were quite right
in not taking any responsibility for according
complete immunity by passive defence to the
population against air attack. It was beyond
the power of any organizalioq to do that. " The
large armour-piercing or semi-armour-piercing
projectiles were not weapans which would be
used against the civil population: they were
used to attack warships. and perhaps power
stations or dacks. or possibly in order 1o dis-
organize water supply and clectric mains in

was not remedied by constant and wel]
ceived measures, might well draw down’
the whole world the on-rush of a Teas
catastrophe.

RESPONSIBILITY OF
MINISTERS

He was in the fullest accord with the Go
ment in the Bill which they had at Iast}
duced. With regard to the Circular of J
1935, pointing out to local authorities (i
Was necessary to create organizations to ggni-
mize the consequences of air attack, and at,
as it would not be possible to improvise &
tive measures on the spur of the moment in
of emergency, preparation must be mad} in
time of peace, this Bill was its child. Thepro-
cess of its birth throes, however, appeary
have been severely protracted. (Hear, hear,
laughter.) - 3
There was no reason why this Meddure
should not have been brought before Patlia-
ment when they reassembled in the autumb of
1935, (Hear, bear) Up to the presentifhiey
had received no adequate explanation ofithe
hiatus of two years which seemed to have jfiter-
vened in carrying forward the negotiationswith
local authorities and presenting a Bill . the
House, and serious responsibility rested #pon
all or any, whether they were national or Igcal.
authorities who had coniributed in any way to
the delay.
Of course the main responsibility rested on
Ministers. Their power was overwhelnfing.
They had the whole.matter in their handsfand
were supported by the great majority of Paflia-
ment. There was nothing they couldZask
Parliament for in this matter in which They
would not be whole-heartedly suppofted.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ SHARE

If the responsibility of Ministers was glear
local authorities also had a definite shard of
the burdén. He could not feel that inghis
speech yesterday on behalf of the local authfri-
ties Mr. H. Morrison had a very good talg to
tell. From the very beginning, two and a-half
years ago, local authorities’ fir$t thoughtAyas
to claim 100 per cent: from the Government
for air raid precautions. He (Mr. Churchill)
chalienged that principle absolutely, These
passive precautions were mot in any waylon
the same footing as the fighting Services, ¢

They were told that this was a new feafure
in local government. But surely an attémpt
to ‘undermine. the freedom of a great pedple
by destroying their women and children ffom
the air was a new feature in the governtient
of man. (Hear, hear) These precautions were
so intimately associated with the localities that
they could only be administered by the lo€ali-
ties, and, without an earnest and helpful effort
on the part of localities nothing that the Central
Government could do would be of any ayail.
If these measures were to be administered
frugally and effectively, local authorities fust
bear their share of the expenditure and must
have an effective interest in the econofies
which they could create from day to day with-
out prejudice to efficiency,

As regarded the percentage the Government
had been generous to the last degrec. (Hear,
hear.) The first offer was to share the admini-
strative services on the basis of 50-50. That
was a very fair offer. B

“ CAPTIOUS AND CENSORIOUS »
DOCUMENT
Still, after three or four separate concessions
had been made to local authorities the position
at this moment was that the Government were
bearing at least nine-tenths of the whole ex-
penditure, taking into consideration ihe pro-
vision of the appliances. Still Mr. Morfison
was not satisfied ; still those for whom that
right hon. gentleman spoke, and whom, with
a consummate art of generalship, hcpkepz
together in a strong body, were not satigfied,
Now we had reached a position where! the
whole burden was borne by the Central
Government except a minimum perceitage
which was insisted on to ensure that local
authorities had an interest in an ccONBmic
and healthy administration.
When he listened to the account whiclfwas

DT T T T Aoy Uvno ) pieTang DUMOS | LT INeY Could entirely 1 to withdraw the check on cconomy that was
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playing either classical or modern compositions, hearing
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that nobility of tone colour which only an organ can give,

In the realm of music the Hammond is the most
outstanding invention of the century. It is smaller than
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given vesterday of the successive coresgions
offered and which were so continiously re.
jected by the local authorities. he voul not}
blame the Home Secretary or his Derartinent |

oY
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actual demonstration in one of the following fowns :

BEDFORD—Fraser, Son & Mackenzie L1d.
85-89 Harpur Street
BELFAST—Evans & Barr Ltd. - Coolbeg Street, Belfust
BIRMINGHAM~—W. H. Pricstley & Sons, Ltd.
71/72, Colmore Row 3
BIRMINGEAM—Ravenscroft Richards Organ Co,

28, 1. ton Row, Five Ways. Birmingham 15
CARDIFF—Boosey & Hawkes Ltd., 66, Charles St., Cardiff
CARLISLE~~E. T. Roberts, Ltd,, 1, The Crescent, Carlisle
DUBLIN---Pigott & Co. Ltd. - 112, Grafton Street, Dublin
EDINBURGH—Rac-Macintosh & Co, Ltd.

39, Grorge Street, Edinburgh, 2
CLASGOW~-J, D. Cuthberteon & Co. Ltd.
226-230, Sauchichal] Street, Glasgow, C.2

ributors in b

HUDDERSFIELD—Whitficlds L1d,
Ramsden Street, Huddersfield
HULL—Gough & Davy Ltd. - 13-14 Savile Street, Hull
JERSEY—Jersey Elcctricity Co. Ltd.
72, King Street; St. Helier, Jersey, C.I.
LEEDS—Boosey & Hawkes Lid,,
44, Wellington Street. Leeds
LEICESTER—Wm. H. Russell & Son, 99, Grauby Street
LIVERPOOL—Rushworth & Dresper Ltd.
11-17, Islington, Liverpool. 3
LONDON—RBoosey & Hawkes Ltd.. 295 Repent Street, W.1
LONDON—J. B. Cramet Co. Ltd., 139, New Bond Street,% .1
LONDON—Kcith Prowse & Co. Ltd.
159, New Bond Street, ¥.1
LONDON—Selfridge & Co., Ltd. -  Oxford Strect, W1

BOOSEY & HAWKE

LUTON—Arthur Duy & Sons, Ltd.
Connaught House, 1317, Upper George Street
MANCHESTER—Booscy & Hawkes Ltd.
91, Oxford Road, Manchester,
MANCHESTER—Albert Wagstafl Lid.
1 &3, St. Mary's Gate, Manchester
NEWCASTLE—W, Clement Millard Ltd.
4. Grainger Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 1
NORTHAMPTON—Fraser. Son & Mackenzie Ltd.
32 Abington Street
SHEFFIELD. " Studios, 126, )
SIDCUP~—Whomes Ltd., 10 72, High Street, Sidcup, Keat
STOKE.ON.TRENT—Ridgways Music Salons,
Piccadiliy, Hanley. Stoke-on-Trent
TUNBRIDGE WELLS—Lindsay Hermitage Lud.,

High Street
‘WISBECH—Clarkes’ Music Servi

Mil

o1
Market Place, Wisbech
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imposed by the fact that a locat authority had
to take a share of this expenditure. The more
they laid themselves open to cxiravagant,
schemes for lo<al authorities this check of the
local share was really the only effective check.

SOME LOCAL SHARE
ESSENTIAL

It was not sufticient to have the check of
the approval of these schemes pefore the
schemes were put into operation. So many
of these activities depended on the detailed
way in which the Jocal authority administered
these services on the spot, and the Govern-
ment could not recede from the position they
had ma_imained the whole way through these
discussions and over the whole field of this
expenditure.  Whether it exceeded a penny
or twopenny rate, or fell short of a penny or
twopenny rate, there must be some local share
of expenditure in the cost of the precautions.

Moreaver, zhe Government maintained that
cases in which the expenditure would exceed
a twopenny rate were so unlikely that the
House need not take them into account. They
could only arise as a result of great
extravagance by a pariicular local authority.
Let hon. members remember that a twopenny
rate would mean in many cases that the State
would be spending the equivalent of a six-
penny, sevenpenny, or even an eightpenny rate.
Jt was therefore dealing with an expenditure
far above the kind of scale they contemplated.

The only other way in which the high
expenditure Teared might come about would
be if as a result of deterioration in the state
of the world there was 2 demand for much
greater air raid precautions than they were at
present contemplating. In that case jt would
be necessary for the Government, with the
19cal authqu:ics, to reconsider the whole posi-
tion. Their scheme in the Bill was based upon
the plans that they thought adequate in the
present situation.  If a new situation were
created in which plans on a much greater scale
\ver_c‘requlred obviously he would accept the
position that they had to reconsider the
financial arrangements.

Mr. ACLAND (Barnstaple, L.).—Jn what
way would it be possible. for conditions to
c»i‘elcr_imatc except by the actual outbreak of

var 7

SIR S. HOARE replied that he could con-
template, short of the outbreak of war, de-
mands springing up for greater precautions.
If conditions were such as to alter their present

plans he would say that a new situation had
arisen.

SUGGESTED NEW CLAUSE
_ The proper way to reassure the local authori-
ties and to remove this last item of difference
between them and the Government was to
follow the lines suggested by Mr. Simmonds.
He was prepared to go further than he went in
the debate westerday, when he told the House |
that they had discussions during the negotia- |
tions in which he suggested that they might
put a time fimit to the Bifl and that at that |
time there was some difference of opinion |
between the local authorities on whether a time |
limit would be useful or not. |
His {urther inguiries went to show that a1
time limit w ould be uselui and would go a long |
way to reassure them. He noticed, for in-|
stanee, in < of the resolutions that had
been passed by some of these associations that ‘
emphasis was laid on the great advantage of 1
having a time limit at the end of which lhcrel
would necessarity come a revision of the finan-1
cial arrangements between the local authorities |
and the Exchequer. i
Accordingly he was prepared to accept the |
suggestion thrown out by Mr. Simmonds and |
put down a new clause which would make the
assurance he had already given doubly sure
and that w ould make it clear (hat theve would
i vision within three ye
dncial provisions ol
s.) He believed that when the
local authorities saw this new clatse on pupe
the great mmajority of them would realize that
the last of their anxieties had been removed. |
Further than that, he hoped in the l'ulure\
to keep in ciose contact with them, to discuss |
b theme gy ather difficulties that sniehed

i

warking
the Bifl. (Chcer

'

‘lab.es
vould

accept it as a solution. and in the
stances he could not advise his {rien
other than go to
Government.

They appreciated, as far as it had gone. what
the right hon. gentleman had said, although
it was not new. Municipal expenditure on
air raid precautions, which were intimately
related to national defence, and the cost of
which was negligible compared with the
£1,500,000,000 the Government were spending
on national defence, was unjust, unappropriate,
and not conducive 1o clear-cut administration
in this matter. (Opposition cheers) The
State should take complete charge, pay for
this scheme, and put the local authorities
under orders as agents on behalf of the Govern-
ment in this particular matter.  Having
regard to the dead-set of the Government on
the principle of a twopenny timit, if muni-
cipal expenditure required the imposition
of twopence or more, what hope there was
for the local authorities to get a concession
out of the Government then, he was not at
all sure.

A NATIONAL SERVICE
This service which was undertaken in the
interests of the security of the nation ought
to be national. (Opposition cheers) In this
case he (Mr. Morrison) was perfectly prepared
to forgo the automomy of Jocal authorities
provided that the State would accept responsi-
bility and he would agree to almost any powers
which the Home Secretary liked to take in this
Bill—powers which, indeed, the right hon.
gentleman ought to have in this matier of life
or death. That was the remedy for the extra-
vagant local authority, if there was any such.
All this expenditure would have to be ap-
proved by the Home Secretary, and the right
hon. gentleman could not only amend a scheme
because he thought it extravagant, but also
because he did not think that the authority
was spending enough. But suppose there was
an artificial panic stirred up it might be that
the Secretary of State himself would insist on
extravagant expenditure, and in that case what
remedy had the local authorities against the
extravagance of the right hon. gentleman ?
He (Mr. Morrison) did not want argument,
friction, and delay over this matter; he hated
a political argument about this question at all.
1t ought to be a straightforward administra-
tive job, and even now he asked the Goverai-
ment to reconsider the matter and give the
Jocal authorities #n undertaking thut they
would accept financial responsibility beyond @
wwopenny rate. If that was done he would
withdraw the amendment on behalf of the
iocal authorities and the officiul Opposition.
_ Mr. R. C. MORRISON (Toutenham, N.
Lab.), speaking as a member of the Metro-
politan Water Board, asked the Home Secre-
tary to see that the grant in aid of the expendi-
ture now being incurred by that authority in
connexion with air raid precautions would at
least be egual to that which was given 19 the
tlocal autporities for this work.

PLEA FOR MORE RAPID

PROGRESS
Mr. MAXWELL (King's Lynn, U) said
there must be an indictment of either our Jack
of enthusiasm or our methods for being so long
getting on with the job. It appeared as if the
heads of the Home Office attached too Jittle
importance (o this vital questi n of air raid pre-
cautions, or on account of the extreme diffi-
culties allowed il to slide into the buckground.
He did not (link it was fair for Mr. H.
Morrison to make out yesierday that local
authorities had no share at all in blame for
delay that had taken place. Those bodies
could have got on with their schemes as the
Government had asked them (o do. Mr.
Morrison wouid have done grealer service to
the country had he advised getling on with
schemes, which cost nothing in preparation,
and left bargaining as lo State contributions
until Jater.  Air raid officers should be
appoiated as whole-time officials.
Mr. WESTWOOD (Stirling und Fa
b

a2 division against

irk

said that to suggest that loval authorities

not economize il given responsibility
imounted 10 a yote of nu-confidence in them.
1 any locad authority defuutted in this scheme
( might mean disuster 10 the nation. The cost
should be borne by the Siate. There was in
the scheme of the Bill a clear definition as o
State expenditure, but nothing delinite a3 to
\he maximum expenditure which might fall on

circum- | holder t

o the Government. aware of the pro-

ds to do | blem of high explosive, gas, and incendiary
the | bombs from aeroplanes on a modern

\
|
\

scale, and
1o 1ake such reasonable precautions as should
be taken now and such further precautions as
should be taken if war ever came. That, of
course, was an enormous and a new proble:
It was new technically ; it was new administr,
tively ; and, above all, it was new psychologic-
ally to our people.

FACTS FROM SHOEBURYNESS

One of the great difficulties that had to be
overcome at the beginning was the Jack of
accurate knowledge of the effect of modern
air weapons and of reliable data upon which
to give advice to the Jocal authorities and the
pubtic. Therefore it was necessary to institute
a considerable series of practical experiments,
Intensive experiments had been carried out by
the Government at the Shoeburyness experi-
mental range to get accurate data upon the
penetrative effect of various types of high
explosive bombs and also of their blast and
splinter effect.

In one interesting experiment, which showed
the intensive nature of the work, there was
actually constructed at Shoeburyness a futl-
scale model of a London street with every
underground service in it—electric mains, water
mains, gas hydrants, sewers, and so on. An
experiment was carried out with large 5001b.
semi-armour-piercing bombs for the purpose
of being able to advise all the various authori-
ties on exactly the type of damage that they
might have 1o expect to deal with in air raids.

He thought he could say broadly that the
result of these experiments confirmed the
advice that the Government had given with
regard 10 shelters, Three hon. members had
raised the question whether it was really right
to pay so much attention to the ~500Ib.
semi-armour-piercing bomb, and asked why it
would not be betier 1o consider also_the
question of the general purpose bomb. They
also asked, * Are you not reatly setting your-
selves too high a standard ?

The Home Office were informed by their
expert advisers that it was essential for them
{o take into very careful consideration, as far
as the civilian poputation was concerned, the
comsiderable use _of  500Ib. Semi-armoxs-
piercing bombs.. Therefore, it remained irue
that ji was impossible 1o provide protection
against direct hits from these large bombs.
1T was true, of course, that even the lurge
general purpose bomb would not have the
same penetralive effect as the semi-armour-

the other hand, experi-
that increased

piercing bomb, but, on
ence from Madrid went 1o show

of general purpose bombs
fuses which very greatly

use was being made
increased the penetrative e

with delay action
fiect of those bombs.

THE POLICY OF DISPERSAL

Nevertheless it remained true that the Home
Oftice should advise, in regard Lo the construe-
tion of shelters, that every step should be
taken that was possible to give protection even
against direct hits, because it was undoubiedly
the case that if the floors were construeted in
a strong enough way and if  the/ supports
sheered up the refuge room so that it would
not coliupse if the rest of the building fell
upon it a’ censiderable degree of protection
could be ullorded.fn-view of the fact that
they could not guaranlee protection against
direct hits th

must be the main policy upon which they must

rely, and the best practical form of dispersal { 100

was to advise people to stay in their own
homes.

On the other hand the guestion had been | was

raised by many members as to the position of
those whose homes would not make suitable
shelters.  Of course in that matter as also in
(he case of those caught in the streets it would
be the duty of the local authorities to provide
shelters, and he was able to say that the
Home Office would approve for the purpose
of grants the expenses which a Jocal authority
involved itself in with regard to the construc-

tion of public shelters in congested arcas where ;

the houses were not suited to be used as
shelters,

CONGESTED AREAS

EVACUATION DECISIONS
Continuing, Mr, Lloyd said:~—It is true
that local authorities will require to use many
millions of sandbags in making their public
sheljérs, and T am in a Desition ta.announce

ed |t
\
‘ 1y

e alternative poticy of dispersal |

|

i

|
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culture an‘]e ng, was very gravely resented
by the semior members of the Faculty. 1!
think lhcsg:)um would want a scientific matter
of this kid io be dealt with entirely on a
technical Bagi<. and guite {rec from politics.
Nevertheldys, | must point out that the Cam-
bridge Sciéati-s Anti-War Group bave, to say
the least, ¥ pelitical tinge.

The anff-wur movement is, of course, well
known tothon. members. It was condemned
us a Cofiimunist-inspired movement by the
National Executive of the Labour Party. and
I do notithink it is really necessary lo g0
farther lt@n thut. (Opposition protests.

Mr. HY MORRISON.—I thiok you are
technically woong.

Mr. LEGY D.—1 have the leaflet here issued
by the Labour Party in my hand. I understand
i 2 number of organizations declared
give and unworthy of recognition by
membergiof the Labour movement.

« IMPORTANT FALLACIES”

The House will not expect me t0 go into
details Wjth resard to the experiments, but 1
would like to make two points. First of all,
they wi conducted not with a war poison
gas but With carbon dioxide, a perfectly harm-
roduced by every hon. member every
Preathes. (Laughter) Secondly, they
Emeasure the amount of gas which

they tried to deduce by thcorct}cal
how much gas would have leaked into
. Tam adyised by the Government's
ic8l advisers that this procedure naturally
hportant fallacies.

Mr. K. JENKINS (Pontypool, Lab.).—On
the oa?ion when that report was published 1

endeavvred to get him (the Minister) {0 agree
to refefithe contentious points to some body of
indepefident scientists for a report in order 10
reassurdthe public in this country, but he
refusedto dojt.1do not know whether it has
been red to independent scientists since
or nog

MeiELOYD —1 am just going to deal with

that peint, because 1 want to emphasize
that ‘Government do not merely depend
on thér own technical advisers in this matter,
highly% competent though those technical
advisdf are. 1 think hon, members with

knowldge of this subject will agree that the
h Department of the Commitiee of
il Defence al the end of the War was
as the most efficient Department of

Bu%n addition to these experts, the Govern-
ment Bave the advice of upwards of 100 dis-
tinguified outside scientists and technical
In fact | think it is true to say that
Siding scientists of the country in this
e members of the Chemical Defence
{ notice that, in regard to Cam-
for exampe, the late Lord
ord was a member of the Commitlee
death. 1 notice that Sir William Pope,
Bfessor of chemistry, Professor Dean,
the #$fofessor of pathology. Sir Joseph
Burcit, professor of physiology, were all
mem@®rs of the Commitlee. Sir  Joseph
ft is the man who during the War,
it was decided to ascertain whether
avid gas could be used a3 a war gas,
view that although it was futal to

prus

ani not fatal to human beings,

v b ientists took the view that it

ause it was fatal to animals. He was

the 80 who walked into the gus chumber

confibing prussic acid gas with a dog and
out carrying the dog un 3

vies of experiments have been carried out
ishury Plain using actual war poison
EFour types of poison gas were used—
¢, mustard gas, tear gas, and arsenical
. Firstof all it should be said that some
Btion uyainst gas is atforded by mercly
indours and closing all doors and
s, 1t is a matier of common know
iD= many peasants living
M les War escaped the effect of
ing indoors and closing doors and
We conducied experiments which
ly confirmed that fact.

1USTARD GAS TESTS ..}

< | Secretary had promise
behind the lines | sideration any excess ©
yas merely |

grounds. Public apinion on this matter was |
then rather different from what it was to-day. |

But by the time autumn came the Homc\
Office were in a position to go on o the néxt
stage. By that time a number of schemes had
been brought forward by the local authorities
and they were useful in that they earmarked
certain buildings and certain personnel for
certain purposes.

They were not costed schemes and the next
stage was to get them accurately costed. When
the Home Office had a sufficient number of
typical schemes from various local authorities
asking them to be costed it involved visits of
inspectors of the Department to check the de-
tails on the spot, and the House would appre-
ciate that Jocal authorities and the Home Office
were dealing with an entitely new and novel
problem, techmically and administratively.
Local anthorities often made mistakes which
had to be corrected by the Department.

TRAINING OF PERSONNEL
THE HOME OFFICE SCHEME

By the beginning of this year the Govern-
ment for the first time was in the possession of !
essential knowledge with regard to the cost of
air-raid precautions in typical local authority
districts, which it was absolutely vital to get
for a general survey of the whole problem. No
one would suggest that the pational administra-
tion should take binding decisions on finance
in a new problem of this kind involving
millions of pounds until they had all the data
before them, and had carried out a thorough
survey of the expenditure in all its bearings.

in addition to that, work was pressed on in
the training of personnel. The Home Office
established an anti-gas schoal. The scheme
was that local authorities should send men
to be trained as instructors who could then
g0 back to the Tocalities and train their col-
leagues. As a result 100,000 men in the
employ of local authorities had been tral'ned
in anti-gas and general air-raid precautions
duty up to the present, and the whole of the
police, 60,000 men, had also been trained.
That gave a total of 160,000 trained men as
a result of the Home Office scheme. ’

The Home Office had also trained on their
own account 10,000 doctors, and under a
scheme with the St. John ‘Ambulance and
Red Cross Society about 6,000 people had
been trained in first-aid dutics. They had
also made contact with business organiza-
tions, a handbook had been prepared, 500
factories had been visited, and contact had
been established with Chambers of Commerce
and employers’ organizations, who had been
extreraely helpful.

OUTPUT OF RESPIRATORS

With regard to civilian respirators, a factory
was established and the estimated product was
at the rate of 500,000 a week. The actual
output had risen 10 650,000 a week, and there
were now practically 20,000,000 respirators,
9,000,000 of which were in London. They
had also gone forward with a scheme for the
distribution of the respirators, which was
equally important. .

They had carried out an jnvestigation in a
locality with a population of 100,000, and a
scheme had been worked out in conjunction
with the Home Oflice experts. It p(o\'ldcd
that the respirators should be stored in four
stores of 30,000 respirators cach, and the
actual scheme of distribution would be through
a chain of 30 sub-depots, and then the dis-
tribution of a respirator 1o the householder
in his home. This scheme contemplated that
individuals in houses would be_ fitted with
respirators in {ime of peace, and in time qf
emergency the respirator should pe distri-
bated in a matter of bours.

As to the finsncial negotiations. he sub-
mitted that the statement made yesterday by
the Home Secretury really in substance met
the demand of that most powerful association
(the Association of Municipal Corporations}
and in one respect it was superior. The Home

d to bring into recon-
f a 1d. rute, and in
e hud met the local authorities
{Hear, hear) [t had also
hat powerful influ-

that respect h
very generously.
been sndicated clearly U rfu
ences in the County Councils Association, took
up the same al(l:iludc as that of};he(.;{ssoﬁmodr;
of Municipal Corporations. & r. Lloyd).
O stter. o siraraid. presaiitions.

maintained  the highest traditions of British
Liournalissin s ne could hel ders

FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS

LORD HORNE ON BRITISH
LIBERTY

£33,500 FOR PRINTERS’
PENSIONS

The Printers’ Pension Corporation cele-
brated its 110th anniversary at a dinner at
the Connaught Rooms last night. Lorp
PORTAL, president of the Festival, presided.
Donations and subscriptions totalling
£33,500 as a result of the president’s
appeal, were announced by Mr. R. H.
Lucas, the secretary. Included in the items
were £1,000 each from Portals, Limited,
and Wiggins, Teape and Co. (1919),
Limited, and £500 from Lord Nuffield.

The King sent the following message:—

“1 sincerely thank you for the Joyal
message sent on behalf of the Printers’
Pension Corporation, which, as patron, I
received with much pleasure.”

The PRESIDENT, in proposing ‘* continued
prosperity of the corporation,” said that 1,934

people were receiving benefits from it. That

was a very fine tribute to its work. There
were 552 applicants waiting for pensions and
it . depended on the total raised that night
whether they would be able to satisfy a quota
of those people. He desired to thank Lord
Nuffield, a great patriot and philanthropist,
for his donation of £500. A great number
of .the applicants for pensions were widows.
If they wished any industry 10 progress 1o-day
they must have the good will of the unions

and the people they represented.

Mr. C. W. Ivesox, chairman of council,
responded. .

Torp Horne submitted the toast “ The

Power of Printing and the Press.”
he said, Press laws which passed beyond all
human comprehension, but he claimed that the
liberty of the people of this country would
always be safe in the hands of 2 free Press.
The great freedom which the Press of the
country enjoyed was so familiar that they
scarcely ever thought about it, There were,
however, nations where that lberty was mot
enjoyed. There were nations where the Press
was disciplined and regimented. He could not
imagine any circumstances in which the citizens
of this realm would ever submit to such a dis-
cipline. It was not for them to criticize those
other nations, but he would venture to say that
the discretion that had always been exercised
by our Press justified the liberty that it enjoyed.
Knowing how well the Press behaved in this
country, they claimed with the fullest confi-
dence that the liberties of our people would
always be safe in its hands.
INHERITED TDEALS

Masor AsTor, M.P., who responded, paid
a tribute to Lord Horne for his support of the
Printers’ Pension Corporation. The power of
the Press, he said, lay in the ideals which it
had jnherited and which with rare exceptions
it upheld. It lay even more in the liberty
which it enjoyed and jealously safeguarded.
What was the power of the Press in the
(otalitarian State ? There it,was not the
power of the Press but the power of the big
stick. The British Empire did not like the
big stick.

There were some who foretold that the Press
would gradually be supplanted by new agencies
such as television or broadcasting, but he did
not betieve it. In London they were happy
to think of the Press in_connexion with the
great national dailies. They were great, but
they were only part of the story. Behind them
there was the admirable provinciat Press, which
had deep roots in jocal patriotism, and then
there was the oversea Press, which consistent!

‘There were,
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BRITISH PLAN FOR
SPAIN

M. MAISKY'S STATEMENT

The following is the statement by M.
Maisky, the Soviet Ambassador, in the
Non-Intervention Committee yesterday, in
which he announced that his Government
accepted the resotution for the execution
of the British plan for Spain without
reservation: —

1 have already had an opportunity on more
than one occasion to explain to the Com-
‘mittee in detail the important considerations
which led my Government to maintain from
the very beginning, when the matter of grant-
ing belligerent rights was first raised, that this
matter is absolutely irrelevant to, and even
cuts across, non-intervention as ariginally
conceived and agreed to in August, 1936.

At the same time the Sovict Government,
animated by its sincere desire to see real nog-
intervention assured, has made during the
examination of the problem of belligerent
rights a number of contributions, which have
clearly demonstrated jts wish to give the Com-
mittee a fair chance to_proceed towards the
realization of its immediate task—that of the
withdrawal of foreign combatants from Spain
_which is at the moment the most important
and urgent aspect of non-intervention.

Thus, in my Note of July 29, it was stated
that my Government was prepared to consider
the question of granting belligerent rights after
the final evacuation of all foreign combatants
from Spain. With the same object  of
facilitating the question of the withdrawal of
foreign combatants, I, on \?ehalf of ‘my
Government, stated at the meeting of the Sub-
Committee on October 26 that if and when
the Soviet Government was convinced that the
bulk of foreign combatants had actually been
withdrawn it might consent to consider the
question of granting belligerent rights, even
before the evacuation had been completed.

RUSSIAN ACCEPTANCE

Finally, in order to make possible an early
beginning with the practical work of the with-
drawal of foreign combatants and to enable
the Committee to make an immediate approach
to the Spanish Government and General
Franco, the Soviet Government instructed me
at the time when the draft resolution came up
for discussion on the Sub-Committee on
October 29, and at the Main Committee o1
November 4, to taccept 2ll the points of the
resolution and to abstain. only on that part
which referred to the problem of belligerent
rights, thereby making possible the uNaNmous
adoption of the said Tesolution. This attitude
of the Soviet Government has, in Fact, enabled
the Chairman of the Committee 10 send at
once the communication provided jn the
resolution to the Spanish Government and to
General Franco.

To-day 1 am in a position o inform the
Sub-Committee_that the Soviet Government,
in order to-facilitate still further the practical
work of the Non-Intervention Committec for
the withdrawal of foreign combatants from
Spain, accepts the resolution of November 4
in toto without any reservations whatsoever,
jeaving along with the other Governments ity
{ interpretation of the term ** substantial with-
drawal * until the time wken this question wilt
come up for consideration in the Committee.

1 hope. Mr. Chairman, that my statement
will assist you in guiding the wark of the
Commitice towards a specdy reatization of the

withdrawal of foreign combatants from Spain.
Y

ANGLO-AMERICAN TRADE

SUPPORT FOR A TREATY'

Lorn LUKE, speaking at the annual meeting
of the British National Committee of the Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce in London
| vesterday, said the wide and representative
i circle of British business enlerprises repy
sented by the British National Committee hi
instructed him to

address to the Prime Minister
a clear encouragement to proc

eed with the
\o-American Commercial
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would rem’nd hon. members that this was lhc! The best resuit uld not be obtaingd 1ium

procedure  which was adopted, and adopied: the local authorities il they thought that in
i justive had been done them. It was pot 1o

late to get absolute unanimity in the House
with regard to the Bill. With the world as it
was, all necessary precuttions must be taken
by those responsible for the lives of the people.
Thi: s a necessary Bill, the smooth and rapid
working of which could be atained by re-
moving any fecling of finuncial injustice Trom
the minds of local authorities. That coutd
best be attained by accepting the principle con-
trined in the amendment or, if that could not
be done. by limiting the financial commit-
ments of the local authorities as requested by

}\Ilh areat sarisfaction to the jocat authorities,
in the matter of the block grant, When i
hlm:k grant came into operation jt was spe
fied that there should be at given times revision :
0 §er‘how it was working. There had been |
periodical revisions and they had given greal |
satisfaction: ta the local authorities, He was |
prepared to adopt a similar method in the case )
of the revision of these arrangements and to”
put down a clause that would carry out this
undertakirg.

Mr. SANDYS (Norwood, U) asked whether |
in his new: clause Sir S. Hoare would incor- | H
parate the assurance he had given that if | them to a twopenny Fate for England and its
before the three years elapsed the whole | equivalent so far as the Scottish authorities
standard of air raid precautions as demanded | were concerned.

by the Government went up there would be a
reconsideration of the financial position. MR. LLOYD.S REVIEVV
SIR S. HOARE replied that he was not,
sure whether that was the kind of undertaking IRESULTS (023 EXPER[N{ENTS
::;u}‘ccn‘;;::ngm this form.  He had given the Mr. G X:LOYD, Under-Secretary, Al—lome
Office (Birmingham, Ladywood, U.), said that

MR. MORRISON NOT he could give an assurance with regard to loun
charges for air raid precautions. The condi-
SATISFIED N
' l charges

tions would be the same as for ordinary loan
DIEFICULTY STILL UNSOLVED ! assets.

and would be rekated to the life of the
l_‘Thcy woul? not ha;]v_e “;»be sveuh wm&

Mr. H. MORRISON said that everyone had | i1 16 shem Spce 8 Fmc o M e e
. . - feared, With regasd to the question of pre-
11§tcncd with the greatest care to every word | paring gu&pmofgmnms in hguscs it w;\spnol
Sir §. Hoarc had spoken, and the Opposition | possible to make a distinction between muni-
had listencd, not only with great care, but cipal houses and the houses of other cilizens

with an earnest hope that he would say some- | 17 the matter. . y .
thing which would enable them to withdraw The charge of undue delay was one which
theic amendment, and enable the House to had been made at the beginninig of the debate
give the Bill a unanimous second reading. by the right hon. gentleman the member for
That was how they would have wished it South Hackney (Mr. H, Morrison) and indeed
to be. None of them disputed the necessity by the right hon. gep}leman the membevrAfor
ot eome such measuce as was before the Epping (Mr. Churchill), who lent the weight
House. though they looked upon the neces-
sity with the deepest regret, and deplored
the reasons which had led to it. But the
idea which Sir S. Hoare had put before the
Houge was not new. 1t was advanced by him
and his officers to the local authoritics during
the course of their negotiations as a solution
of the financial apprehensions inthe minds of
the local authorities. They were unable to

view on false information, But the charge
that there had beet undue delay and that very
little had been done could best be met by a
brief statement of what had been done by
the Air Raid Precautions Department of the
Home Office since it was set up in May, 1935,

The object of the Department was to plan,
prepare, and coordinate air raid precautions,
that was to make everyone, from the house-
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of his authority, to & certain extent, to that

to-night a further FTANT ARXITCTAT CONKES-
\ sion to the local autnorities. 1t is not possible
‘1o make an accurate estimate in regard to these
Nt but it is clear that the expenditure wilt
| be likely to bLe in the nuture of between
i le.OOU.()UU and £2.000.000. The Governmeng
»will make availuble free of charge to local
{ authorities sundbags (0 meet approved require-
| ments Tor the purpose of public shelters.

TFhe problem of congested ureas cunnot be
completely dealt with by the construction of
public sheliers and hon. members have raised
the question of evacuation. The question of
evacuation obviously is u big problem and js
a problem in which the final decision can only
be taken by the Government of the day. But
the Government of the day must be in a posi-
lion to take quick and decisive action, and
therefore they must be in possession of plans,
and plans must be prepared beforehand. Pre-
liminary plans are already in existence in
regard to London, and it would vertainly in
our view be the duty of the big local authorities
in the provinces to consider this matter in
connexion with their ewn schemes.

BOMBS AND RESPIRATORS

1 now come to the guestion of incendiary
bombs. A considerable nmount of experi-
mental work ‘has been carried out in regard to
the control of these bombs, und an experiment
was made on a derelict house in which these
bombs were used and ignited, and I am sure
the House will be glad 10 know that these
bombs were controlled with the jmplements
mentioned by my right hon, {rien yesterday
by a number of young ludies who, in every
case, succecded in effectively controlling the
bombs and preventing the outbreak of fire in
the house.

Mr. NOEL BAKER (Derby, Lab)—Did
they have protective clothing ?

Mr, LLOYD.—Ne, Sir

There has been a great amount of research
work in the production of a respirator capable
of being produced by mass production
methods, and I think it is true to say that we
were the first country to solve that problem
and we are stilt the only country which is
issuing a respirator free to everybody. We
now know that these respirators can_be worn
by children down to the age of four, and a
sppcxa] device for babies has now passed its
sc}en&:ﬁc stage and is in the stage of practical
trial. Also in regard to the aged and infirm
people, we have carried out special investiga~
tions, with the cooperation of certain institu-
tions, and these trials huve gone to show that
these respirators can be worn_by aged and
mflrm pepple without any discomfort and
with mo jll-effecis, and that, in the case of
asthma, there appears to be a positively
curative tesult. (Laughter.)

GAS-PROOF ROOMS

REPLY TO ANTI-WAR
SCIENTIST CRITICS

There has-been a good deal of confusion
with regard to gas-proof rooms. The recom-
mendations of the Air Raid Precautions
Department are simple, and they are cheap.
Jt is a question of pasting paper over the
cracks in the windows and the cracks in other
places, of putting old sacks or newspapers up
the chimney and perhaps over the entrances
of air under the doors.

It was never contemplated, and it is quite
+ UnNecessary, that the refuge room which is
1 to }vc gas-proofed should be a separate room.
i 1t is a room in which_peopie can live all the
time. Thisis.a process which could be com-
pleted, as far as the vast number of houses
| is concerned, in a minute or two. It is ulready
perfectly possible—l1 take the extreme case in
1

|

order to satisly the hon. gentleman—for a
family living in one room to have that as their
gas-proof room.

These recommendations were based on a
number of experiments, but there has been
a number of criticisms of the elliciency of the
gas-prooling recommendations of the Home
Office. These criticisms came from a body
called the Cambridge Scientists  Anti-War
Group. They published their tindings in a3
book which criticized the Government recom-
mendations as ineflective.

1 must make it quite clear 1o the Tlouse that

(his group of anti-war scientists are quite

distinet from the Jarge body of Cambridge
| scientists, indeed, as [ have good reason to
P know. their assumption of this confusing
] name. which was Jiable to invest their experi-
ments with all the majesty of Cambridge

his 2 room in a house was gas-proofed wiats T'et » for & tree country. se paw
o ™ i to show we could carry it ust as
aco0- B 1O Home Office rccommenda.ucns by efficiently s, if not better than, , other
unsk ‘ed men. then tivo toRs of chlorine were | Couniry in the world. \Cheers.)

d 20 yards from the house for an hour. | The House divided, and there voted—

Is in the gas-proofed room were in- Against the amendment .. 324

d, and remained normal in spite of the For the amendment 135

v of the trial. 1a another cxper’uncn: Y

was surrounded at a distance of 20 yards Government majosity .- 189
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A MISUNDERSTANDING

The first step was the jssue of the

e must deal with it in some detail.

any way purpo:
M. Morfison
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THE 1935 CIRCULAR

El

CLEARED UP

circular
v, 1935. There had been so much mis-
standing with regard to that circular. that
He was
Mr. H. Morrison was
ely - disingenuous, but
d that from his records
ommunications from the

uggesting” that
had sai
had; been no c

Home Office to local authoritics between the

of the circular
The impressiol

ular in 1935 and Febrpary,
n was that there had

been no communication at all and that nothing
hail been done.

: MORRISON —The whole point of
rgument wag that the local authorities
ne could mot fuaction untit there was
wtial financial agreement between local
ritics and the Government, and that the
had been so informed unani-
the Jocal authorities, and that not-
unding

& were brought into joint con

. LLOYD said that h
od what
ned that smany

sint in that way, and it was eminently

ring that time the Home Office issued no
than six circulars to focal authorities on
45 jmportant subjects associated with air
They issued 50 per cent. of

their totatissue of circulars during that period,

three

that

plans
be cu!
ment

At
authy
plans
was
matte
cdis
work
were

authe

memoranda, and six handbooks for the

use ol iocal authoritics.

PLANS AND HANDBOOKS

1935 circular suggested that local
s should prepare general plans, and
Literwards when ihe handbooks were

jssued they should fill in the details of those

. and that in the meantime there should
nierences between ofticers of the Depart-
and the locai uuthorities.  These con-

ferences fook place uad lasted throughout
the 1o of that year.

he beginning of the next year local
es were beginning 1o formulute their
he handbooks were issucd and the work
nerally proceeding. At that time- the
could be described as heing in the
~nal stage.  Some lacal authorities were
< quickly. some more <lowly, and there
ertain number of non-cooperating local
ies that refused, not on financial

indward of the |m

31 Defence €Om- | tary to the T
1ts Of the experi- | then moved the financial Tesolution in *con-

hundbouk N.1 are carricd | M

smoke | does not exceed the produ

which stood up 10 the} oiid that it was a

hat there was two years of delay | yide for
H ference | Approved Societies by boys a
nancial agreement. | nor  become  juvenile contri
t he appreciated and | regularize the positi
Mr. Morrison said, but the fact { have joined, approved societies in anticipation

hon. members did not take | of the passing o i

t he should clear up the matter at |

The Bill was read a second time, and com-
itted 10 a Committee of the whole House.

THE MONEY RESOLUTION
MR. LANSBURY’S PROTEST

The House went into Commitiee, Sik D.
HerperT, Chairman of Committees (Watford,

riments were carried | ), in the chair.

COLONEL COLVILLE, Financial Secre-
reasury (Mid Lothian, N, U.)
nexion with the Bill.

Mr. MORRISON formally moved an
amendment providing that no grant should be
de to a local authority

cnce of in Scotland of onc and

fi e pound.
Mr. LANSBURY (Bow. and Bromley, Lab)
i terrible, awful, thing that
Parliament should be called on to pass this
resolution.  He did not believe that the people
outside had the least conception of what the
House was doing. . .

For us to have reached the position in human
affairs when every so-calied civilized Govern-
ment in the world was taking the same Steps
that we were really meant international snicide.
(Hear, hear.) 1t was one of the most awful
things that had happened in the history L_?f
any country that they should be engaged in
the business they were engaged on to-night.
For civilized nations throughout the world to
have come to this position was sheer blasphemy
both against God and humanity. (Hear,
hear.) )

The amendment was negatived by 305 votes
to 149 ; Government majority, 156. The reso-
Tution was then agreed to.

NATIONAL HEALTH
INSURANCE

The House went into Committee on the
National Health Insvrance (Juvenile Contribu-
tors and Young Persons) Bill, CapTalN
BourNE, Deputy Chairman of Committees
{Oxford. U.), in the chair,

On Clause 8 (Short Title, &),

SIR K. WOOD, Minister of Health (Wool-
wich, W., U, moved an amendment to post:
pone the ‘aperation of the Bill from January 1
to April 4, 1938.

The amendment was agreed to and the clause
ordered to stand part of the Biil.

SIR K. WOOD moved a new clause to pro-
« Applications for membership in
d girls who have
butors,” and to
on of young people who
f the Bill.

After debate the new clause was agreed to.

Bilt, as amended, was reported to the House.

SCOTTISH RURAL HOUSING |

The Money Resolution inc
Housing (Agricultoral Popula
Bill was considered in Committee.

S UMW A URLEWOL WORIL UCdL O

The Committee stage was concluded and the | housing, education, health, factory

onncxion with the | |
ation) (Scotiand) | R

with the Press here. The Pre country, |

he believed, would always have a vital part to } between the United States and the Bri
play, but that could be done only with the | Empireas being of great and urgent importan
covperation and good will of the printer. They | not only for trade but far the peace of t

raight well marvel at the accuracy of the! worid. Here was an obvious opportunity i0
printer, who worked under difficult Y onditions, | register something which could be called pro-
yet it was not often that one saw a misprint | £esS and conciliation in face (\f'lhc all ton
That really mattered. - ggncrnl tendency to foment dissension and con-
Mr. LUcas, the secretary, in announcing | fict.  They were giad in this (0 support the
total subscriptions of £33,500, said that one of | Prime Minister's own wishe:
the stewards had created 2 record by collecting
£2.700, Mr. C. S. Kent, who succeeded Mr.
Lints Smith as manager of The Times, having
beaten the record of his predecessor. The
second highest total of the stewards' lists was
that of Colonel Lawson, who collected £1,400.
1.0rD PoRTAL announced that the president
of next vear's Festival would be Sir Edgar
Waterlow.
Among those present were:—
Lord Southwood {trustee and vice-president), Lord
Ebbianam firustee and vice-president),  Ai-Marshal Sit
Athur. Lorgmore. Commander J. B. Adams, Mr. M.

UTOPIA-ON-TEES

Qur Parliamentary Correspondent
writes 1 —
. Mr. A. Edwards, Labour Member for
East Middlesbrough, will ask the President
of the Board of Trade to-day—

1f he has considered the information sent (0
him regarding the form of trading known
snowball trading whereby purchasers are gIve
goods to the value of several times the amount
paid, and if he will, for the guidance and
reassurance of the public, indicate what action
he proposes (0 take to prevent innocent people
being defrauded by this means.

Mr. Edwards states that his attention has

. been drawn to schemes in operation on
E£. F. Lawson, Major-General A, i i -
o, Trd Monck, M7, Cecil B. Harmswortn the Tyne and on the Tees in which pre

ident), ' Hazell, the Rev. Arthur | TISES are given to pay cash dividends at

R
" G, Denson, Sir Witliam Cediing (Con- . .
M. Swtionery OM | the end of a period of six months amou

Tndustrial Council), Mr.
Ness

R. A. Austen-Leigh, Mr. P,
{president, ome Counties Master  Printers’
, Mr. H. F. Straker (president, London Master
CMr. T. Wau tpresident. British
Printers), Mr. O. Crosthwaite-Fore,

. Mr, . F. A. Smith. Mr. Staaley

fice), Sir Herbert Morsan | - bt |
o A rénk N;»«n\e"‘ SEir 7;::»11!: P::nun, ing to six times the amount of the initial
miral . Eagland, Mr. E. Baron, T W A B ° <
Rear Admist e i My L Witde, Mr. . E. Walker, capital deposit. As the initial promises
Me G. R Hall Cainc, M.PL, Mr. W. I Burch, Mr. £ have so far been fulfilled the schemes arc

o Mr. A. Bates. Mr. 1. E. Berridge, Mr, B.F. Cros-
G Mr. 1. C. Akerman, and Mr. H. J. Wood (High
Sheeift of Caernarvonshire)

e ——

DOCTORS DISAGREEMENT IN
SCHOOL TESTS N

Wide differences of opinion between doctors
in a schools medical test were described by
Mr. R. Huws JoxEs, of Liverpool University
Department of Social Science, at a meeting of
the Royal Statistical Society at John Street,
W.C., last night. The results were obtained
from experiments by experienced
school medical officers into the nutritive
standards of the same bays on two occasions,
a week apart, using the Board of Educdtion’s
classification.  Mr. Jones said it was found
that the doctors disagreed widely not only with
each other but also with their own previous
assessments of the same boys. In one, experi-
ment, in which five A

naturally winning wide popularity.
A )

Captain Crookshank, Secretary for Mines,
has approved an amendment of the North
Staffordshire District_(Coal Mines) Scheme.
1930, operative from November 15 to provid-
for revision of sales percentages on ground:
i hing productive capacity.
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0.

doctors took part, one
doctor found only three out of a total of 200
boys subnormal, while another found 90. . l

st

NATIONAL LABOUR AND
HASTINGS BY-ELECTION

Tord De La Warr, on behalf of the
National Labour Party, has scnt a message of
ood wish Mr. M. R. Hely-Hutchinson,
fhe National Conservative candidate in the
Hastings by-election: —* Every lover of pro-\
gress,” says the message, must realize, if his'® §
judgment is to be based on accomplishment |
rather than on words, that the last six years|

A WINTER CRUISE
by the RANGHI 17,000 ton:
JAN. 19 to FEB. 22

have shown a truly amazing advance in
3 _rcform, in-
dustrial, and economic planning—in fact, it

thase objeets for which many of us joined the

Labour Party. As to the futurc. they need only
ead the King's Speech with its reference (0
| advances, in addition to the |
Coal Bill, electricity, milk distribution and milk
fisheries, and p(‘ison reform. \

et further so

A thirty-four day cruise from

| consumption. sea London to the West Indies and

|
| " Mr. T, M. COOPER, Lord Advocate (Edin-; All this has been done, and is being done, in | '
i burghr“WéV_HU')‘ indrrl\%\‘m% ;hedresoluglon, s‘::xd . spite of our international troubles.” EES;”A’EASH'EEOL’SN M(’;\aDnEalrﬁ:;'
B e Bl was deliberately drawn in such o Zooo oo oo st ins e X Y,
i JAMAICA, HAIT!, PORTO RICO

way as to confine the benefits to county coun-
¢ils. 1 the interval since the second reading
the Secretary for Scotland hud come 1o
| conclusion that the question whether bl
authorities should be brought within the scope
of the Bill could properly be made the subject
of discussion in Committee. To permit this
the Money Resolution had been shightly altered
\ by substituting for * counly councils,”
‘ wherever that term :\ppparcd, 1he _gcncml eX-
| pression Jocal wuthorities.””  This widening
| of the resolution would make possible 2 dis-
| cussion which would otherwise have been out
of order.

Mr. T. JOHNSTON (Stirling. W..Lah) said
he was glad that the Government had accepted
the argument of Opposition members that the

Continued at foot of next column
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| terms of the Bill shouid be widened to permit
ard areas of burghs to participate in
the benefits.

The resolution was agreed to.
| - The House resumed, and

adjourned at
i 6 minutes past 11 o'clock. |

|
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