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nment would be | service. Many appointments have been found lshoun, 1 need hardly remind hon. members | to be made to works. To cncourage irms 1o
| for these officers. not only as pilots in regular of the vital importance of this Reserve. 1 feel | put the work m hand at the earliest possible
dlev. U).—I hope ! companies and as fiving instructors at il lsurc that they will assist recruiting 1o their { moment we have covered them by the capital
Eailable 1© mf:mbers1 fiying schools, but with a variety of other firms | dtmost. by giving it publicity in their con- clause in contracts. Certain firms have. with
| not connected with aviation, The Air Force ; SULCnces and in any way they can. the approval of the Air Ministry, eatered into
Officers. Employment Associasion has found | “The Acrodrome Board has hud an extremely | agreements with firms_outside the industry
on the road b Py ¢ ; AND THE employment for over 90 per cent. of the | difficult sk in finding sites 10 satisfy all the | whereby the resources of the latter can be used
The purpose of pevin Mianshan ang Dave Knel for | prohibited by the Non-Intervention Agree- . officers on their books. (Cheers) That is| conditions. During recent months, unfort-, for the production of aircraft. We have
of puying khassadars. He wag traselling 2 CO\I. bns ! ) Tl e idice Tabour has become more d  Lhe o eed siued

BT o R ined. the khassadap | Ment. but T can assure the hon. member that . not only encouraging. but a very great achieve- nately, building fabour has becOmE, | encouraged. and indeec in many cases s
§'°."‘ and three armed orderlies, and was Closely | the point which he raises will not be lost LIEUT.-COM. FLECHER asked the | ment. “{Cheers.) -7 more difficult to obiain, This is .alread)' ion, a considerable amount of work being put
B bt Nhavadar Jorm containing o MATe | gight of o Prime Minister if. in vidof the large expendi- | ) jcausing us some embarrassment. Uniess 3 | out fo sub-contract. We have further assisted
e e w T by s ol | ) he Royal Air Forcc1 SHORT SERVICE SCHEME | satisfactory solution can be found. it must; by concentrating the orders for each firm on a

o i \ ! | entail delays in our building programme. b st

THE TIMES TUESD!

* distance ? How can these young officers pro- | Non-Intervention Committee, any ! e 1
stance v ce 0 , any provisions | upon Tyneside L¢
‘acr;xa:lr:::‘;rild\eﬁ - TPC"C ought to have been ! existed 1o prevent the rebels or the Spanish availablz for members
2 u . car in front. i Government buying ships with which to import | Mr. BALDWIN (F
M BLTLER repeated that the report would | cargoes of arms or volunteers and thereby | that the report wiil be
explain the m_rcurpst:\ncei t defeating the object of the scheme. next Thursday
[The foliowing is the circulated report: — ‘ VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—The sale of )
Li 7 ships to the contending parties in Spain is not AIR MINISTIE

enam Beatly way proceeding on February

a sharp bead the car was ambushed by a ganz of ture 10 be incurred t
o y complexity of air | single type as far as possible. Finally there
f i Unfavourable weather has also added 1o our | are the shadow factories.

hake arrangements o . Al h .
y Shose estimates FINANCIAL HELP | difficulties. The delays have been due to various causes.

belicved o be about cight 1o 10 in m!mbcr.l and the i e
lﬁyrv:xx_r::a“ n:)n‘ﬁ‘n;r; “,f’“ of l{hc mud.f “These opeited RECALL OF VOLUNTEERS questions. m}?g”d\{:mld
- oini-blank ranze from in front of the s ¥ i
i o the cormer. moriatn wounding Licutsnan | - LIEUT-COM. FLETCHER (Nuncaton, j Whereby the Air Min

y. instantanconsly killing two of the arderlies in \sked the Secretary of State for Foreign were now the second Jeest of the Defence ! Another il b | | There have been a shortage of skilled labour
a i . Sta ¢ p e i ¢ of great 1av :

and wounding the other ofderly and e b ¢ DOSSi 0 y 1% | Ministries. might be 2 finber of this House. s scheme which will be : AIRCRAFT DESIGN | and a distinct shortage of skilied draughtsmen.
R rushed by three men, who whea the possibility of recalling foreign Mr. BALDWIN —! 1 refer tie hon, | ssistance to short service pilots in securing 1 ‘Again, firms had litle post-War experience
ReS2000 and oo whote “gang made off info. the | FOOPS and vol s from Spain was last{and éa"am rnemlh;-r IR Kunswer which [ { employment when they leave the Service is | The second of our expansion problems is| la‘rgb We  production.  They had to

i itiee | cti suppli
reply to u question | that recommended by the Maybury Committee lohfdleqc:xfip!n}:in?roqugi‘sioé‘o&frsage?\}i‘gée ﬁ;\’é)pfcens—
eigh (Mr. Tinker). | and approved in principle by the GOYETNMENL. | i embraces ot only aircraft and Cngines’ but
HER —In view of | Financial help is to be given 1o i suitable [ali the ancillary equipment such as instruments,
On pay ant Bed Buy:s?(?} sk;’m\s;a;\_m \;ho Jere | A i in s e Xl ;: u]wol\chd l)r}I our i ﬂii'mgdthl)l to enable udivunch xrummgv]llo g: armament, and wireless. No one will question
on pay parade at Boya near by, having heard the an on them was signed on February 20 and, {4 ence, is it not ht that the House foffered at low rates, anc preference will b2 | the excellence of the British designs, whether
i, 150 et o pursuit of the sang while et | as it was inconsistent With the ban that foreign | Should_ have an oppocfaity of guestioning s given {0 cu-short service commission| OIS, { of aircraft or enines. The fact that so many | ORDERS FOR NEW TYPES_
troops, estimated in the case of luly to the Minister himself ? & it not due to the | This will facilitate the securing of the special \fomgn countries have asked for permission ity the large increase in demand coin-
cided with a most remarkable advance it

extend their shops, rearrange their lay-
out, reorganize their whole system. Al
this had to take place concurrently with the
maximum production {rom their existing plant.

country north of the road. At the sound of the firing [ cONsid -Interventi i "

;hé k;_r‘,‘y‘dr?_“ T L e o he finin n_. . ered by the Non-Intervention ?onxnmlt- gave on March 19 Jast
rderlics in it ran up a smull hill and engaged the tee ; if any progress had been made;; if he was by the hon. member .
gang, who were making off northwards, wouading LIEUT.-COM

. at least one man. They th ounding | still prepared to state that no foreign troops or FL
TRAINING OF PERSONNEL OF Lieutenant Beatty Sixty Rhavsad e assisance | yoticord had been landed in Spain since the | the enormous amoun

37 USE THE CZECHOSLOVAKJIAN number 100,000, should still be participating status of the Air Minidy that it should be } certificates required to-day by a pilot before he | to purchase our Jatest ‘types, or o manu-
HO OF LORDS PACT in the fighting, if he would use his utmost represented in this Houdby the Minister ? | can take his place in a Gvil air transport | facture them under licence, is sufficient

- . endeavours to bring such a state of affairs to Mr. BALDWIN.—Tie is another side. | company. Practical sieps are also being taken | evidence of their quality. (Hear, hear) aeronautical design and technique. The Air
P MONDAY, MARCH 15 l}(v{é hHENDERSON (Kingswinford, Lab.)| 3 ead. In view of the enormotgmount of work that | to improve the prospects of employm'bent for | Except for the larger aircrafl of the Fleet | Ministry took the risk—a deliberate risk—of
‘Tl LoRD CHANCELLOR tock his seat on the asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs | VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—As regards rests on the Sécretary gState for Alr there | airmen on discharge. Air Arm, the monoplane. which approaches | placing production orders for new types before

1 whether he had Teceived the report on’ the | the first and second parts i are advantages'in his i fl d v ¢ 2 ini i i - i
< A 0 ts of th r ges in his beyfmore free to devote 1 want to say a few words about Dominion ; most nearly to the ideal sireamiine form, has
W%n}%ck at ?qua\?e\\; past VA ogock. . l’fcem_agreement made between the Czecho- | understand that the C%airman's §u%§'é§$2{itl. himself to the work hegns to do and repie- cooperation. There is already in operation a | aimost entirely replaced the biplane. Difficulties their prototypes had. been l;uxp ar_\db;es:;d;
the motion of VISCOUNT GaGE, Lord in | slovakian Government and representatives of | tee of the Non-Intervention Committee has had sented by a Parliamefary Sccretary here. | scheme whereby pilots are trained as cadets { of providing wings, of adequate stiffness to Under this Jatter policy it was inevitable tha
< the Local Government (Financial | i¢ir Geiman minority ; and, if so, whether he | the matter under consideration and, as the The strain at present ofghat particulac office | in the Royal Australian AirForce and then | resist twisting and bending delayed this change | some of the teething troubles usually asso:
Proviions) Bill, which has passed through the | ¥ 5% make a statement. hon. member witl see from the résolution | I cnormous. 1 think fonduces to the best | come over and secve 2. term of vears with the { for many years. They have now becn over- | ciated with the prototype should manifest
House of Commons, was read a second time VISCOUNT CRANBORNE, Under-Secre- | passed by the Committee at its meeting on interests of the adminiftion that the repre- | Britih £ Force in this country, They after: l come by various methods of stressed skin coBi- | themselves in the first production machines.
Al debate. in e aeeuNT Breois- tary, Foreign Office {Dorset, S., U.).—Yes, sir. | March 8, it was agreed to consider the m%mcr sentation at present sho§g remain as it 1s. wards revert to the Royal Australian Ait Force | struction. By continuous attention to details
0, LorD BARNBY, and EARL STANHOPE, The' agreement which has been reached with | further as soon as possible. I understand that | .. .Mr. MANDER.—Is proposed. that the Reserve. A simiiac scheme exists it New | such as surfave smoothness, the drag of our

The necessity for simultanecus development

Fifst Commissi . the smaller parties in the German minority | this furth ideration is bei hat | girst Lord of the Admifly and the Secreta Zealand, and_there is also a_scheme there | jatest aircraft has been greatly reduced. of quite new quantity production methods has

ﬂLmCF;l::)inrs:xesr\eegl:ée\;»'{o;;ﬁ ::;)Sk rggrdl’the provides for a measurc of alleviation in thi pursued. e/r\su;:gﬂaafi?lt‘gen tl;irge,;:‘agrt a(cxtf“te}‘:i of State for.War shoul "' to the House (?E Whereby candidates for the British Air Force}  The net result is that the striking power of | also tended to cause delay. These difficulties
‘hird time and passed.- German-speaking districts, particularly in the | question, the hon. member will appreciate that Lords ? (Laughter.) : can bﬁ medically examined beforch they come | gur new types far surpasses that of corre-|gare, however, steadily being overcome. )

Their lordships rose at eight minutes before economic field. s Majesty’s Government | the agreement which came inio force at| M BALDWIN.—Ngher of those posts ?\er de(;e b 3131 0 gnsure_l\!mg ! te;'y vt n[ot sponding types of two years ago. Let me| Nevertheless, the new method is proving

5 o'clock. naturally welcome any action likely to pro- | midnight on February 20-21 relates to the | At the, present time deny pds the same strain alr‘\ré‘eh OWH “l/ O ey wa ‘lndl is country | emphasize, howeser, that we are {ar from rest- | incomparably quicker than the old. We have

& . 'S“O‘e she internal well-being of a friendly | departure of volunteers from their respective that is attached to wIff is practically the Wen‘gelzé‘m|1<; lazléz‘;igﬂth\;d;deobﬁon of g|ine content with the design of our mew]in fact halved the time taken in bringing 2

HOUSE OF COMMONS tate. countries. As my sight hon. (riend has already | Creation of a new Air o similar _system by Canada, from which machines. Active research and development | new machine into production. Deliveries of

T Mr. HENDERSON, —Might not the Under- | informed the House, his Majesty's Govern- g Dominion no fewerylh'\n 100 young men have are continually in progress with a view 10 | {he new types are now beginning and the rate

: Moxbay, Marck 15 Secretary welcome this agreement as a_useful | ment have no information that nationals of SUGAR SUBS®Y TOTAL come over on their own and e been accepted | OPainng machines of even greater speed. | of output s being increased progressively. The

- » M contribulion towards the peace of Europe, | any country have left for Spain since that date ; y for short service commissions. (Cheers) We range, and load capacity. risk we have laken has proved lo be

The Speaker took the Chair at a quarter o r1egard to the possible friction that in contravention of the agreement. OVER £39.004000 PAID welcome these pilots. TI{EY are ﬁFSf-l'f\\e'WU“ﬂ thoroughly justified 2nd a thousand  times

t0'3 olack. mignt bave Guken place between Qenmany and | LIEUT-COM. FLEICHER —1s it rot Nt W, 5. MORRISCH, Minister of Agri- | men and we would fike to do everything e | PROGRESS IN RESEARCH worth while: (Cheets,) ey are doing
5 ak is question ? now clear that the Italiat. Govern ot | ulwure (Cirencester and Bewkesbury, U.), in- | possibly can to_facilitate their entry. The| While 1 am deating with our progress on As 1 have said, the Air Ministry ar¢ !

FEAR OF AERIAL WARFARE | VISCOUNT CRANBORNE indicated | not sign that ban on volunteers Tﬁm ?}‘g e Mr. J. GrivritngLlanclly, Lub) that | reat increase in firstline strength has of | these lines, 1 may, p%rhnps, eler shordly 1o | their utmost to expedite production. We are
Mr. MATHERS (Linlithgow, Lab) pre- | assent. - Talians had landed all the volunteers and | in€, total amount of Lalequer subsidy that | course made it necessary to build up a pro- | advances we have oade in certain other direc- | 3M1Ng at reducing the number of types. Modi-
sented a petition which, he said, had been munitions in Spain which they wished to land | 12d been paid to the bt sugar industry in | portionate reserve. Fhat is most important. | tions, In particular, two new guns have been fications are being confined 1o the smallest.
organized by the Federation of Progressive A WESTERN PACT or intended to land, and that her signature | OT¢at Britain under 1H: provisions of the } The increased demand for regular pilots has. | jniroduced for use on aircraft. One is a com- number possible, consistent with safety and
Societies and individuals drawing atteation to Mr. DAY (Southwark Central, Lab.) asked | Was insincere and the ban itself a farce ? British Sugar (Subsidy; gkt, 1925, and sub- in some cases, led us to retain in active service | pletely new type of Vickers gun. The other is performance. We are giving firms every assist«
‘he universal apprehension that existed with | the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs i sequent legislation . wadt £39.576,173. The officers who in the ordinary course would | the Browning gun, which has the merit of sim- | ANCE I Securing materials and machine tools.
wegard 1o the fear of ‘serial warfare. The | whether he had received any information and ALLEGED LANDING OF annual subsidy paymenBaveraged approxi- have passed automatically to the Royal Air | plicity and "giveg’ a greatly improved per- Our production staff, consisting of people with
netitioners prayed the House to reopen the dis- could make a statement as to the decision mately £3,045,000 betuee 1924 and 1936, and Force Reserve. To that exient the rate of | formance for aerial use. Arrangements have great manufacturing experience, arc it almost
srmament discussions at Geneva which were | arrived at between Germany and her Western ITALIANS lin the current year wi estimated to be | expansion in this reserve has diminished, just | peen made for its manu(‘acmre in this country. daily contact with firms. investigating causes
ispended in 1933, and to prepare for the sub- | neighbours for the purpose of concluding a | Miss WILKINSON . {£2,576,000. The numi-ffof workers perma. | al that time when it should be increasing to | ™ Acrive rescarch continues to exploit sl | of delay, and giving helpful advice ob produc-
mission of arrangements for international | treaty for a new system of security in Western » (e, L_ab.) asked | nently employed in the factories was about Xeep pace with the increase in first-line strength. | fyriher the advamtages of highet quality fuel. | ton matters. Indced, the firms themselves
mer<ip and control of civil aviation, thus | Evrope. the Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs |2,250. During the mani have testified to the help which we have given

acturing  campaign ¢ Tes deove valvi B hic
o] ests of the sleeve valve aero engine, which ! h A " . ke
onal workers were THE NEW RESERVE 1 gives substantial reduction in maintenance as ‘Rem.ﬁ Finally, there is al\'\.z‘x(ys the |§ccn;‘x\c 10
To meet this difficulty the Air Ministry | el as more rapid production_and & beuer | the | Bl 1o 7S quicker and - cheaper
“ | performance, have been mMost eNCOUraging, and ! 1 . N W, ..
it is about to go for service trials. Hon. members may say : € approye your

~aving the way for complete air disarmament. VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Replics I whether he had received any information with: | approximately 7,200 ad
The Margate. Broadstairs, and District | now been sent by all the four P'owerspt:)ciﬂ:?ﬁ regard to the landing of a furtber contingent employed, 1t was esting

Flectricky Bill and the Rickmansworth and | his Majesty’s Gov : of Italians, who passed th 1o | OF agricuitural labour rg .
Uxbtidge Valley Water Bill were read a second Novembcrylsg \ﬁx‘ser:onr.:\er[r‘llu?)igxizfrg?lguﬂcge[ on Mareh 7 and 11311522 inl Srr;)a‘;ﬁho;hlshsr::r}?l‘s ‘\crop represented about 3,000 man-years. introduced a scheme last year whereby a boy

ume, A < 1 ; am o L 3 who is leaving school could serve continuous! oy . ) i _ | policy of ordering new types of atrcraft. We
g 5 replics are at present wnder consideration. ;‘Edm“Ef,:gie,fg?eo}mﬁuﬁﬁn’;"};’, l‘(?g l‘:srtogg;‘:'%r} TERRITORIAI for one yearg\\'i\h the Air Force. During thu); po];‘g:ﬁlslyé:c\gis:‘;e"zlt?rlﬁnt;l‘d 32?611‘:;:;“’;22_ appreciate that certain delays may have been
MURDER OF LIEUT. BEATTY THE MAR CANTABRICO February. STREN period he would have the rank of a pilo[1(‘15. i emike stores generally, Grear | unavaidable, We admit that, when your

officer and receive pay accordingly. At the | PR B < i ati shadow factories are in full swing and peak
’ . L e i emphasis is being placed on :!_anddrd_lzanon . . A ull § 3
] end of the year he would‘rew_cn to the (e?cne | of types and simplicity of design, with the plod}lcnon is rcac.hcc'i. deliveries witl _mcct all
(1), replying to SIR without any further peace-time Yiabilitics ex-l P b g Jucti Having | requirements, as far as they can at present be
e e Y : R " - object of assisting quantily pro uction. Having ey P
G. MitcHesoN (St Pancru€8.W.. Uy, said that cept 10 keep himself qualified by doing a} ‘ foreseen. But can you increase deliverics over

given our contractors the closest indication of .

. s & the coming months ? ls there anythin
f Terr PArmy units within & g mo g
“Who was carrving a large sum of | country from the United Staies of America | Member for Nuneaton, the London District inre

SIR A, KNOX (Wycombe, U.) asked the | Mr. DENVILLE (Newcastle, Central, U VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—The answer /W, {DEL FFinancial $

Undhr-Secretary of Stale for India if he could | asked the Secretary of State  for Foreigrz to the first part of the question isy No. sir, wsmoxm, . ?éiﬁ:;u[)nr'k e replving o s
donils of the murder of Lieutcnant | Affairs whether any protest would be made to As regards the last part of the question, 1 o ¢ "
cling Assistant Political Officer in | the Spanish Government with regard to the | Would refer the hon. lady to the answer which !
n. on ruary 7: and whether this | recent atempt o smuggle arms into the {1 have just given to the hon. and galfant | the strength of Territa

e way of performance and
quality. we cncourage them to produce in the

certain number of hours’ flying cvery year FI
L ¥ year, o requir .
d during I what we require in ih : further that can be done which would accele-
sed during February. -§
i simplest way. For example. our requirements

for which he will receive £25 a year.
: . A . 4 . . ;i o at I “tion 7 ' That is a very natural
o buy the tribesmen, was provided with by the renaming of the Spunish vessel Mar Miss WILKINSON—Docs that answer 1937, by nine officers a8 275 other ranks. | created. called the Royal Air Force Volunteer raie. production AN "

At the same lime a new reserve is being
and proper question. and | wish to deal with

Tt Cantabrico as the Adda, of Newcastle, and by | mean that he has no information ? | During the same period ghe strengih he | Reserve. This is a direct entry reserve. Pilots in wircless equipment arc 14 times what they | 37 A cerain priority i ivery achi

e | 2 . ! Adda, . ! 5  ircr: S £ - s @ y reserve. o » . " - hav, . priority in delivery of machine
w‘lt‘d UTLER {(Saffron Walden, U) re- (hes_uaf.‘or the British flag on that ship. VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Yes. h:z?gg;;wsfgs:l;rhl :"d'\ql;fr‘;{{ Division |are recruited straight from civil life, and we »\erlc 1%;\; ;:r’e:xxla]?czonnfcx‘:{gye;a;cnrézssh:gg1 tools has been oblained voluntarily. As yet,
ot TGP circulating a report which my ! .~ imilar questions were asked by BRIGADIER- | Miss WILKINSON.—Is it the policy of the A i ier ranks. 'hope during the course of next financial 361;‘1 is ms”’m roduce in quantity there has been no  scrious shortage - of
g : which is easy to b a i materials: hut [ am sure priority could be

i

Wd (1he Secretary of State) received GrntraL CLIFTON Brows {Newbury, U.) and | Foreign Office not to have any informati g year to recruit over 800 men. We realize (hat\
o the Government of India | Y CaPTaIN Bavrotr (Isle of Thanet, U, | about Tacts that are inconvenient o ‘t‘tfxr: AIR ESTIVIATES il is necessary to bring the training to the mc“\

{

PRODUCT[ON DELAYS g\;twcr;gggd'in the same way if a shortage

VERCOME
OVE SCARCITY OF SKILLED MEN
‘NCREASE IN DEL[VER]ES 1t has been suggested that we might develop

As regards delivery of aircraft, we haveia system by which further firms could be

o the morder. Lieutenant | VISCOUNT ~ CRANBORNE. — Distress | Fascist friends ? siti S O0A With that object a network of training schools
vided with an escort consisting | signals from a vessel using a call sign of the | Mr, AYTH_}EE ((3];:7:;‘5;:(::16‘?18‘:; LM“ 1 SIR P. SASSOON'S SPEECH | is being set up in the neighbaurhood of
s in his own car and | British ss. Adda were picked up by his|ask how it is_that information Uhat appears | . SIR P SASSOON. Ligér-Secretary of State London and other g{)e‘." e 1 England.
d orderlies in a lorry imme- | Majesty’s ships in North Spanish waters on jin the Press is always nof available to the | {0 Air (Hythe, U, movd:—~ ;I_owq centres 'g“’lgi eminé"m‘ for instruc-
10 he guilty of (hn‘{r:,\,lifgrosfu:};?nr:[‘grcgc‘lée\{fd {\;a{‘Ch 8\ ‘__[?esl‘royle)rs‘ ‘;,e?‘ Scn}l, ‘-m?wm,",“dy Foreign Office 2 What is the provision for That the Speaker do gow leave the Chair }:g;exnasgu;%‘;&l gémjre) as well 'Iii:\;rc\m;““lﬁ

British authorizies % Murch 13 1L s E]Cq},::‘b‘[ﬁ‘.nte"h ut before their arrival it getting - information of these important | on the Alr Estimaic, . begin at 12 aerodrome ceatres on or about " :
SIR A. KNOX\I it not . forsign Tnd 2 ndersu o - 1“,”,‘“21". Nhejevents - ~ He said: =Tt is my Lty this aflernoon to | April 1. and applications fram candidates | stated frankly that there have been delays, and ) wrned over 1o aireraft production. 1 would,
anather voung o Hicetya it net a .fac( -lvh‘!‘ G N 8 r,’f X écr'\ Tou © h‘-\s \L,‘-n,l he | VISCOUNT CRANBORNE. I think the introduce the largest Al vistimales which have | iving in London and in the neighbourhood naturally we have been disappointed. Let me | phowever, stress that there is a vast amount of
> Z cer\pas murdered at Wazi- | Spanish ss. Mar Cantabrico. is Majesty’s | angwer js that information that appears in the ever been presented tu hyis House. The net | of the centres outside London can now be \remnd the House that deliverics for our pro% sub-contract work being carried on by firms

o i

of three armd
another 1wo a
diately behind.

ristan on the preceding Wy, and who is respon- ships therefore returned 1o harbour. The ) ey : sti e of £82 . B ] - e
3 p haasirl o A Spon . spapers is not always correct. Estimate of £82,500.00+: jncluding loan pro- | received. ramme have been based on the forec - - e .
lhﬁa{](;rcllgl:c‘g :;\5_]0(::‘ un;__rlom:c_.— to g0 in imr:lg}'naf\?vt lo[ ruses, guch :]\»;_ the used of a Mi[.]. p\\']LKlNSON:—Is it not a fact that vision, compares with . “average h!urcp of rm}f:n;‘ljoyeri can he of real assistance to the viunufac(urcrs. These forecasts were neces- who are €lp1nglhc particular klgd‘of \\N_k \hlc)'
e A e 0\';(‘-1 \\(l;(;nq;! inadequate efﬂ);‘; g ‘::Tu ‘e\/ hﬂ'Y;‘:YC nﬂefr‘rivs)]l’v "‘lvﬁr Ci’_‘_ﬁ on each one of these cases of landing being some £18.000,000 asked for bY the Ministry | success of the schene by givinz encouragement | sarity framed on inadequate cxperience of pro- | are_qualified to do and are Oéﬂghﬂ }:ﬂ X_E
Mr. BUTLER 1 my h¥. friend wi ) is"\;é”%;‘ﬁb‘{;hm‘ \lnd:rin(-r[“:(.“‘)r:f’fl‘ which | denied by the Forcign Office, they e Jatey | in pre-expansion yeass. It shows an increase | and facilities 1o their cmployees. Big concerns 3 duction difficultics with the most modern ordipary course of ,b”_“."?”f oth the Air
the report which 1 am ci : friend will await | 1. ® 0T Could not OO iy repre. | Decn proved by the fact that the roops have | oF nearly T39000.000 s the fotal of the | will be aforded the opportunity 1o form hodies | designs of aireraft and have inevitably praed | Ministy and the main aiscra l’_cdom_rauofxs are
the circumstan am cirefating he will see ons h h » JUSUEY FEPTE= 1 4 fually come into action ? Estimates of 1936. L ) . of recruits sponsored by the firm and training | in many cases eplimistic. so that firms have doing their best 10 secure a widening of pro-
ircumstances in which, this regrettable sentations such as those suggested. Mr. MANDER (Wolverh E The magnitude of this figure gives rise to | together at ihe same fiving centre.  Already | not been able to keep up to schedule. duction in this way. To turn over a number
Mr. {Wolverhampton, E., L).— n k The Air Ministry bas done everything pos- of these firms to complete mr;r_afg production

nﬁ;\;:’oc\cugc\q}“’ —_— CATE OF SHIPS TO SPATN xpjpgled feclings_ of. disaprointment and relief. | the Baok of England and \hc..\‘lid[qnd Bank

s

1s it not 2 fact. though. that these Tralinns are
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T SES AT TRE!
. CAYZER (Ches
Secretary of State for Foreign Al whether,
as the result of the counter- proposals sub-
mitted to the Japanese Government by his
Majesty's Ambassador in Tokyo, a settlement
satisfactory fo the British leaseholders’ com- |
mittee had now been arrived at concerning the
cancellation of the perpetual le;
ports now held by British subjects.
VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Yes, sit. An |
agreement has now been reached on lhe basis
of proposals put forward by his Majesty’s
Ambassador with the assent’ of the lease-
holders’ committee. I am expecting to hear
very shortly that notes have been exchanged
between his Majesty’'s Ambassador and the
Japanese Government gi effect to the
agreement,

“THE TIMES ” AND
GERMANY

COMMANDER 0. LOCKER-LAMPSON
asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
whether his attention had been drawn to the
refusal of the German Government to permit
the sale of The Times of Tuesday last : whether
there were any German publications which his
Majesty’s Government would not allow on
sale in England ; and what steps his Majesty's
Go\'crnmem would take to prevent a recur-
rence of these conditions,

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—I have no in-
formation on this subject beyond what has
appeared in the Press. The answer to, (he
second part of the question is:  No, sir.’

COMMANDER LOCKER-LAMPSON
asked whether there was any chance of com-
p;nsation for tpose who lost money in these
circumstances,

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—That
different point.,
put it down.

Mr. ATTLEE.—Is there not something very
defective in the intelligence service of the
Government ? They seem to know nothing
about anything. (Opposition cheers.)

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Matters are
reported to this country when the Ambassador
thinks it proper to do so, but it is very
doubtful jn this case whether any action could
be taken in a matter which is primarily an
internal affair.

Mr. GALLACHER (Fife, W., Comm.)
asked whether the Foreign Secretary was
aware that every German boat which came
in here brought masses of printed leaflets,
and whether he would not ban this.

TRADE WITH POLAND

SIR J. MELLOR (Tamworth, U.) asked the
Scc:emry of State for Foreign Affairs if, in
view of the balance of trade between the
Cnited Kingdom and Poland being stub-
stantially in favour of Poland, he would make
representations to the Polish Government in
the interest of British bondholders against
the Polish Government's declared intention of
discontinuing full provision for the service
of the Republic of Poland Seven per Cent.
Stabilization Loan, sterling issue.

VISCOUNT CRANBORNE.—Representa-
tions on this question have already been made
by his Majesty’s Government to the Polish
Government, who have given to the Council
of Foreign Bondholders an assurance that a
Polish dclegation will come to London aexty
month to give such additional information
as may be desired. His Mayeﬁlv: Govern-
ment will continuc 16 keep in touch with the !
Council of Foreign Bondholders on the matter.

SMUGGLING IN NORTH
CHINA

In reply to Mr. MoreNG (Preston,
VISCOUNT CRANBORNE Accordin" IO
the latest figures which have received |
there has been a sensible diminution in the
value and volume of goods smuggled into
North China.

TYNESIDE REPORT THIS
WEEK
Mr. Do ADAMS (Consett, Lab.) asked the

Prime Minister whether he could now state !
when the Report of the Royal Commission

PORTS

is a
Perhaps the hon. member will

asked the®

Jeseat eutn KCHTE At PROPOESIEES RIS USHIR
taken to safeguard our own country.against
attack and to fulfil our* mternmonn\ oblig:
tions. (Hear, hear.) In pravious years 1 b
been careful to point out that our E\pmwon
Iin no way meant that we hud abandoned our
hope of securing an air pact and a general:
stabilization of air armaments. Neither have }

we abandoned that hope to- On the con- |
ftrary, we regard its realication as a mmem
i of paramount importance. We shall seize

1o achieve it 1

however, we I

nstantly every opportunity
ntit such opportunity coffers,

s in the treaty

| have no choice but to proceed with our plans.

A British Air Force strong. ready, and well |
equipped. is one of the greatest contributions |
which this country can make to the peace of :
the world. (Cheers.)

Two fundamental considerations have always |
been present in our minds. s our programme | I
adequate. and is it being effectively carried |
out 2 As regards adequacy. the Government
has many sources of information open to it. !
Many of these are sources which. in the nature ;
of things, cannot be available to private in-'
dividuals.  The information from all these,
sources is correlated, and it is upon this in-
formation that the programme must be based. |
(Cheers.) AH the information that reaches the
Government is constantly under the review of
the Commitice of Imperial Defence and the |
Government, and the programme is based on
that knowledge.

THREE MAIN PROBLEMS

With regard to the second consideration, in
any defence programme there are three main
problems which have to be dealt with—men,
material, and the war potential.  The Alr‘
Force expansion is not merely a question of |
making good deficiencies. It means practl-\
cally lhe trebling of a force as well as rearming |
it with modern equipment. The importance of
personnel in our expansnon cannot be over-
emphasized.

An ample supply :md reserve of trained per-
sonnel are not only important, but absolutely
essential. Aircraft and aero engines can be
produced with increasing speed as experience
of production is gained and as new plant comes
into operation. It is a mechanical problem
and a probiem of production, Not so with
personnel.  Training cannot be improvised. A
considerable period is absolutely necessary to
train_really skilled pilots, navigators, and so
forth.

The question of personnel is wholly an Air
Ministry re bility. We are 1 for
the recruiting and for the training. I am the
more glad to be able to inform the House that
this aspect of the expansion programme is
entirely satisfactory. (Cheers.y

Our programme for last year envisaged the
emry of some 1,200 short-service officers and

235 airmen for training as pilots, Those
figures have not only been reached, they have
been surpassed, and we have begun to recruit
in anticipation of our” future requirements.
During the coming financial year we hope to
train 1,175 pllots The position with regard
to airmen is equally \mshczory During
1936 we phnned to recruit over 11,000 airmen,
including 2,656 apprentices and boy entrants.
With the continuance of public support we
hope to recruit a slightly larger number during
the coming year.

NO RELAXATION OF EFFORT
T think 1 have said enough to show that,
great as have been the demands, they have
been completely and fully met. The fact pays .
handsome tribute to the sense of patriotism
‘and spirit of adventure of the younger
generation. (Cheers.) We must continue to,
‘ rely on the support of ihe British public. and .
‘ we feel confident that we shall get it. I can
‘ﬂnc a definite assurance that the education
and character of those a
,\h derive as much satisfa
i as we do from the numbers of those young
i men who are coming forward in the interests |
i
i

|
i
i

of their country.

So Tar as the permanent officer is con
there is kesn competition for the in¢
entry into the Cadet College at Cranwell,
also for the university entrants, who are s0
valuable to us.  Close contact is also main-

'ained with manv of (he public schoals.
| Officers serving in the Royal Air Force are
appointed to their old schools to keep a close
linison with the Air Ministry. Flying demon-
| strations. visits to Alr Force stations. and
| lectures on Air Force subjects are among the
{ activities covercd by the scheme.  This policy
{ has more than Jmuhcd wself.

Meanwhile the Air Ministry is doing all it
possibly can Lo secure anlmmcnl lor short-

| service officers when they retire [rom active

A SUGGESTION FROM THE MODEL GOWN SALON
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slipper neck
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Majesty's Government. | encouraged us with an ample flow of secruits. ! put in the hands of :
instead of in the iands of the motor-car !

Vin principle by his P —

Pal‘liament | Perhaps it will be us

VCQnt‘mued from page 9

¢ aircraft manufacturers | experience in the War was not mu

ch guide to |
what might 20

afterwards, !

$ v 1if T mention briefly | We ash that this flow may continue. i H happen years A reproduction of “The Sentence of Death” &y the late Hon. John Ce.,
| the main points of policy. So large an expansion in so shart a time + industry. siter enormous Leve,opments 1n methods of o R a
1 The first point is thal routes must be fully has never been approached, even vemotely, | He and other her, members had striven | attack and defence. No Government spokes- £

organized with wireless und oiher equipmernt
N R . ! so thal services may be recular and punctual by
not come intc production until long after the ! g,

mun had ever said that our only defence was
by way of air attack against an enemy’s civil
population. The Government were determined

, under the like conditions by any other Defence
Department. 1t is an expansion without pre-

for vears for a Mi-ef of Defence, There :
P
cedent in time of peace in the history of our |

was now a Minister ‘qr Coordination. 1i was
not quite what they -dreamt about. not quite |

peak production of the parent firms and the ;
shadow factories had been reached. i

What would help us to secure accelerated
production would be more skilled personnel.
There are unfortunately not enough shilled
men to go round. To draft picked men from
other engineering industries into aircraft firms
would, hawever. imolve an immense disloca- |
tion of our general engineering industry just
when it is passing through a period of great
activity.

1t is of the utmost importance that this |
activity should continue. To undermine and !
interrupt it. with the immediate reaction which 1
would follow in other industries, would be:
fatal. Many unskilled workers whose occu-!
pations are dependent on those of skilled |
workers would be thrown out of employment. l
The financing of the rearmament programme |
jtself. dependent as it is on general economic
prosperity, would also be adversely affected.

So far as the war potential is concerned, the
policy regarding the shadow factories has
already been explained at length and 1 need |
hardly dwell on it now. Itisa practical policy
which not only creates a war polential but also
reinforces production and does not interfere
with normal industry. T should add that satis-
factory progress is being made with the erec-
tion of factories both for the production of
air frames and aero engines.

Finally, a careful review is being made of
requirements of those raw materials of which \

there would be a risk of shortage in time of
war. Arrangements have altready been made
for the purchase of reserve stocks of certain
essential products. Provision is being made
for obtaining adequate reserves of petrol and
o0il and for storing them in places least acces-
sible to air attack.

FUTURE OF CONTRACTS
MANUFACTURERS’ SAFEGUARDS

1 want to turn for a few minutes 1o the
question of coniracts. The Air Ministry has
had three objects constantly in view. First,
to get the machines we want } second, to obtain
them as quickly as possible; and third, to
get them at a fair price.

Many steps have been taken to achieve these
ends. To obtain deliveries we have persuaded
manufacturers to make large extensions of
factories and plant. In doing this they were
naturally anxious as to whether they might be
left with redundant buildings and plant when
expansion was completed. We wani to avoid
the experience of the last War, when firms
who bad energetically expanded buildings and
plant were Jeft with these on their hands.

‘We therefore considered it right and proper

to safeguard the manufacturers against similar
risks by introducing a capital clause into con- |
tracts.  In effect. it provides that, if on com- ‘l
pletion of expansion it is found that con-
tractors are burdened with buildings and plant ‘
erected to carry out our contracts for which |
they can no longer find employment, they will {
be able to claim compensation. |

Before compensation is awarded. however,
the contractors' books will be {ully and care-
fully inspected. If it is then found that. in|
spite of all precautions. excessive profit has‘

tieen made in an isolated case. the excess profit
will be taken into account in assessing the
amount of compensation. This arrangement |
gives the contractor the seeurity he needs and |
ulso ensures that the taxpayer does not pay
more than he should,

COSTS AND PRICES

1 should now like to deal with the question !
of costs and prices.  In the first place. we have
the fuilest right of inspection of the books
of contraclors. Our own accounting and
technical costings departments-have been im-
mensely strengihencd, as the House hnows.
We further have the assistance of Mr. Reeve,
managing director of the Associated Equip-
ment Company, with his wide experience of |
costs in relation to engincering production. ¢

In many cases we wre dealing with new 1ypes.
Fven the contractor does not hnow what his
costs will be. We give therefore our ™ mstrue-
tiogs 1o proveed © and then wait for a hesto)

lities. operated by the Air Ministry.
included in the present Estimates.

The experience of internal air services during
the past year has also raised in an acute form
the question how such services can hest be |
operaled upon an economic basis. The Com-
mitice agreed that, i ihey are going 10
there must be some limit to competition.
Actual traffic must be concentrated, so s 10
permit of a greater number, of fiving hours for |
each machine maintcined in operation. Thej
practical scheme outlined by the -Committee
for testing this conclusion is to be followed up,
in order that further experience may be gained.
1 take this opportunity lo express the thanks of ¢
his Majesty's Government to Sir Heary Mny-l
bury. and to his board, for the very valuable
report they have presented.

EMPIRE MAILS
SCHEME TO BEGIN NEXT YEAR

Turning now to developments in British ex-}
ternal air communicatiogs, satisfactory pro-
gress is being made towards the fulfilment of
the Empire Air Mail Scheme.  After long
negotiations last summer, Australia have
agreed to come into the scheme under arrange-
ments enabling certain special adjustments to
be made to meet Australian requirements. Tt
is expected that the scheme will come into
operation at the beginning of 1938. From that
time all first-class mail from the United King-
dom to Empire countries on the Empire Afr
Mail roiites will be carried for a flat rate of
t4d. per foz., that being the current preferential
Empire postage rate. Meanwhile, it is hoped
that a start will be made on the Durban ser-
vice in the early summer and on the Singapore
route towards the end of the year.

The complete scheme aims at providing
flving-boat services on the routes to South
Africa, India, and Australia, assisted by
certain landplane services to India, all operated
by the new Empire aircraft. The fiying-boat
services will be:—three services a week to
Kisumu, of which two will go on to Durban:
and three services a week to Singapore, of
which two will go on to Sydney. The land-
plane services will probably be:—three
services a week to Egypt, of which two will go
to India, thus giving, with the three flying-
boat services, five services a week to India.
There will be arrangements made for feeder
services in connexion with all routes.

Hon. members will have learned with satis-
faction that the Portsmouth City Council have
agreed 10 cooperate in this Empire Air Mail
Scheme by its adoption of a proposal for a
flying-boat base at Langsione Harbour.

NORTH ATLANTIC ROUTE

The main details of the arrangements agreed

and night to limit.as far as possible. the risk
of uir collisions. Accordingly. it is proposed | couniry.
(o set up a general system of

adio and control | effort. not by emergency powers.

upon between the Governments affected, con-
cerning the proposed North Atlantic Service,
were explained to the House last July. The
very formidable task of providing the neces-
sary ground organization and equipment is
being actively pursued and bases for both land |
and marine aircraft are being sclecied by the |
Governments affected. “

As regards aircraft, three main lines of
transatiantic  development are in lmndw
Four-engined high-speed land machines are on |
the point of completion, and it is hoped 10
operate an experimental service with them
before the end of this year. A fieet of specially
designed flying-boats should be a le in
the course of 1938, while the possibilities of |
catapulting long-range flying-boats are being |
actively investigated.

The Mayo Composite aircraft and refuelling
in the air constitute two subsidiary lines of !
research, dirccted to finding the best solution
of long-range problems. Fach of the lines
indicated has its own particufar advantages and ;
disadvantages.  All will be actively pursued |
to determine their possibilities.  Meanwhile.
long-range training fiighis ¢ begun with
wo . fiving-boats. ol . the Empire ” type. i

1t is being accomplished by voiuntary
It is based

e Pro-ion good will and cooperation, not upon
on for a first insialment of the cost has been | dictatorial decrees.

We huve still an enormous task before u:
during thie next two years. [ venture to say

sion scheme of wh
clearly see the end
the help and encours

h even yet we cannot
I am confident that. il
sement we have received

tduring the past two years is continued, we;
;sh;xn surmount successtully whatever further | thai in future the !ajr wages clause should

problems we may be culled upon to meet.
{Cheers.)

MANDATES AND MEN

THE LABOUR ATTITUDE

Mr. MONTAGUE (Islington, W., Lab.)
said that the Oppos ion would be justified in
voting against every penny of the mates
to show their_disagreement with Govern-
ment polic: To represent such a vote as
one to deprive the nation of necessary armed
proiection was a new and somewhat in-
genuous doctrine, for Ministers had often
voted against Service Estimates lock, stock,
and barrel.

Offensive weapons preponderated in the
Qovernment‘s programme, and the competi-
tion of bomber against bomber went more
and more against Britain because of Britain's
pecul_mr vulnerability. Did the Government
imagine that Germany had in mind the
colonization of Britain ? On the answer 1o
that question depended a great deal, not only
in reference 1o the kind of machines provided
but also to their disposition. If that were not
the idea it was probable that fear of a sudden
attack on this country without warning was
more or less-a fantasy.

If Germany or any other country wanted
war she would find an excuse, but if Germany
wanted the return of her colonies she would
adopt appropriate tactics, penetration on the
spot. The question was one of mandates and
their defence. These mandates came from
the League, and members who talked about
isolation must logically be prepared to
surrenderthem._unless isolation meant
* what we have we hold.”

Did the Government believe that the
manhood of this country would throw them-
selves jnto a war of unnameable horror for
the continued possession of mandates in
Africa 2 1f they did they must be mad. Our
people would fight fordefence and forhonour,
but they would not fight for mandates.
Gcrmuqy_!md a case which was certainly
strong in justice, and the danger of the situa-
tion of this country.was in the fact that bases
lhr_eatening our coastal routes, the Cape to
Cairo communications, and our other interests
in Africa-could be established in Tanganyika
and South-West Africa.

ATTACK IN AFRICA

If it were true that the people of this
country were not likely to be willing to sup-
port a war in order to retain mandates for
this country or for the Union of South Africa,
it was reasonable to asswme that Germany was
likely to sisike not in this_country but in
Africa. and present us with a fait accompli.
Then the question would be whether we would
fight for these mandates.

Mr. SANDYS (Norwood, U.).—TJs the hon.
member suggesting that Germany s likely to
muke an invasion of Africa by air without
affecting this country ?

Mr. MONTAGUE suid that his suggestion
was that if there were any danger of attack
at the beginning of a war it would not be
upon this country, whether it was in reference
to Eastern Europe or the Colonies which

ermany possessed before the War. The
possibility of such an atia k on this country
should be guarded against. but on principles
different from those based on building bomber
against bomber i a panic race 1o ruin. To
curtender mandates to Germany would be con-
sidered a sign of weakness, bul unless we were
prepared 10 g to war to keep them we must

¢+ witling 1o Iay down as a basis of discussion
at least the possibility of their disposition
wnder the League of Nations subject to guaran-

|
i
|

s | ment policy to be fremed ol

H

" that we have made a zood start of an expan-,

|
i

their <hild. a litile serile in imagination, 2
little constipated in action (laughter), but siitt
gelting on lowards what one day would be
required. The quesion was:
n the results of the
Minister's inguiry. o: was it to be committed
(o a Cabinet Commiree as it was previously .?

Mr. ELLIS SMITH{ (Stoke, Lab.) asked if
the Minister was sficd that the available
skilled labour was heing utilized to the best
advantage, and wheingr he would undertake

be interpreted in wircraft factories in the
same way as it wag in other factories.
The men employed ig aircraft factofies and
other engineering ¢-tablishments strongly re-
sented the continual accusations about sabo-
tage. for which there Was no Toundation.
WING COMMANDER JAMES (Welling-
borough, U.) hoped that the Government
would not give in to the demand for a rapid
acceleration of the expansion programme. The
programme ‘could not be carried out faster
without foss of eficiency. Enough allowance
was not made for the advantage we had in
stasting the expansiosprogramme with a small
but extraordinarily effigient Air Force, and we
had advantages it the juality of the personnel,
material, and the skilfof the ground staff over
other countries in Furope. We also had
certain geographical
When was the Go
word on the questio
What was needed waj
Government of an auf
ride Admiralty and

rnment to say the last
£ the Fleet Air Arm ?
the institution by the
ority. that should over-
it Ministry alike. For
one Department to assume a position of privi-
lege, as the Admiralty had done for years, and
to refuse to accept Government decisions was
demoralizing to botly: Services.

DEFENCE AND ATTACK

THE STRATEGIC POSITION

Mr. LEES-SMITH (Keighley, Lab.) asked
whether it was true thaf}in air warfare defence
could not effectively fupction against attack. If
that was true it must fundamentally alter the
strategic position of fhis country and place us
in extreme peril. 1f it was not true, and defence
could be made effective against attack, we
were back in our old position of an island
Power. .

For a considerable time some of the best
scientific brains in the country had been work-
ing on measures of defence, and they had com-
plained that the Aic-Ministry had not been
very receptive of their ideas. Professor
Lindemann had said that the Ministry had only
adapted itself to these devices under pressure,
and stilt regarded them as sideshows which
would keep the scientists quiet. He had pointed
out that there were a great number of other
devices on the horizon, which he believed
would be more cifective than the balioon
barrage, and it would be very serious if the
Ministry's attitude towards these new devices
was the same as it had hitherto been towards
the balloon barrage. ‘The work of investigating
methods of technical defence ought not lo be
divided up. as a! present, between the Air
Ministry and the War Office.

Mr. WELLS (Bedford, U.) urged that steps
should be taken to @ssist in the construction
of airships for commercial purposes in this
country.

CALL FOR AIR WARFARE
ABOLITION

WORLD COTQ;TROL OF CIVIL
ARM

Was Govern- |

that the best methods of pure defence should
be elaborated with a view to defeating the
attacks which might be made from the air.
Far from the Government having been reticent

about the plans Tor defending London he §

sometimes wondered whether their announce-
ments had been in conformity with what was
prudent. The balloons and the curiain were
l not a separate form of defence. but were only
a partrof 2 considered scheme, including
searchlights. guns. &c.
i The firms had throughout been working
hard in circumstances of great difficulty, and
|3t was not the fact that the Government in-
sistence upon a prope; €ONLract. to carry out
the promise that there should be no profiteer-
ing, had in any way hindered_the production
1 of aircraft upon which the firms were con-
centrating. There was nothing in these esti-
mates {or any subsidy to internal air lines.

He denied that there had been any snobbery

in the Air Force. One-third of the pilots for

the expansion scheme had been airmen. More

l than 20 per cent. of the pilot commissions had
been given to airmen. He would say nothing
of the Fleet Air Arm. That was a guestion
that had to be investigated.

Although they still had some disappoint-
ments to face, there was no reason at all 1o
suppose that the completion of the programme
would not be accomplished by the end of the

years originally suggested. With regard to
sabotage, he had not the least doubt that the
overwheiming majority of the men in the
aircraft establishmenis would be horrified if
they could be supposed to have had any hand
in it. If there had bren one or two acts of
sabotage, they must be excrescences upon the
system.

The motion that the Speaker do now leave
the Chair was carried by 210 votes to 94—
Government majority, 116, .

The House then went into Committee of
Supply on the Air Estimates. SIR D. HERBERT,
Chairman of Committees (Waiford, U.), in
the Chair.

The votes for pay, works, buildings, and
lands, technical and warlike_stores, and civil
aviation were agreed to. The Air Supple-
mentary Estimate 1936 was also agreed to.

T7he House stood adjourned at 25 minutes
to 2.

PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES
HOUSE OF LORDS
AT 415

Divorce (Scotland) Bill, third- reading,

British  Shipping _(Continuance of Subsidy) Bill
Merchant Shipping Bill; and Public Health (Drainage
of Trade Premises) Bill, Committec.

Lord Brocket, motien on the preservation of the
countryside.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
AT 245
Army Estimates.
Supplementary  Estimates  for
Ordnance Factorics, Commiuee.
Ways and Means, Committee,

Army and  Army

COMMITTEES

House oF Loros.~Unopnosed: Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Corporation (Trolley Vchiclesy Provisional Order, &c.,
Chairman’s Room, at 4.

House oF ComMoxs.—Standing Commitee A:Road
Traffic Bill. Room 12, at 1l. Standing Commitiece B:
Factorics Bitl, Room 10, at 11, Standing Committee C:
Litesiock Industes Bill. Room 14, at 11. Group B:
London and North Eastern Railway and Southers Rail-
way. Room 4, at 11. Group C: Sheffieid Corporation,
Room 6, at 11, Group D: West Ham Corporation.
Room §. at 11, Group E: London Passenger Transpart
Board, Room 9, at 11. Group F: Cardifl Exiension,
Room §, at 11. Public Accounts, Reom 16, at 2.30.

U.S. FINANCIAL POLICY

Mr. MATHERS called attention to the nced i MR, ECCLES ON BALANCING ]

for the abolition of aerial warfare and the
internationa} conirol of civil aviation; and
moved :— .

That. in view of the peril to civilization

Jatent in air worfare, this House calis for |

immediate and ~dstained effort 10 secure the
abolition of muitary and naval air forces
and  the inwinational control of civil
aviation. !

He said that_ourjstatesmen Jh:_ud 19;(_ appot-

i THE BUDGET

New York, March 15.—Mr. Eccles,
| Governor of the Federal Reserve Board.
‘in a statement in Washington to-night.
I'expressed himself in favour of the prompt
balancing of the Federal Budget, it neces-

1
i
|
i

| sary by higher taxes on incomes andl

wrafits

He/p us tear the verl
from this tragic myste

Age and youth—men and women in the springtime and summer
life — individuals whose lives this nation can ill afford to spare—i
swept away by the onrushing tide of cancer. Sixty thousand persc
in Great Britain alone—cancer’s toll in 2 single year!

{

The thinking mind reels at this tragic reckoning, 2 reckoning alme
beyond belief. . -

Bit by bit the vell is being sundered from the centuries-old myste
of cancer. Hour after hour, day after day, year after year, the fact
of mankind's dread enemy are being revealed to science.

We, The Royal Cancer Hospital (Free) pioneers in the treatment
this malignant disease, ask you to hefp us tear the veil from this trag
mystery. Research and treatment go forward. But upkeep costs mone
Curable cases show a happy increase. But we shail not regard o
mission as complete until we discover the
methods of controlling it—til! finally cancer exists no more.

cause of cancer, devi

The Royal
Cancer Hospital

FULHAM ROAD
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B ! . A : Colonial practce. . ) S ) i .
is then available a fixed price is then agreed | achicvements of thése Empire aircralt. Referring to the entry of pilots into the r " earlier. “ Post durmg the funch hour”
for the remainder of the contract. i i at Geneva in 1932 Detailing his

It may
not be cer|
der.  In such cases, we agree what is called
a ** basiv pric on stch formation as we
possess.  If by jncreased cfficiency the von--
tractor delivers the bulk order at less than the |
price, the saving is shared between him!
and the taxpayer. If the basic price is ex-{
ceeded, the contractor will receive what he has
actually spent : but his profits will be bused not i
on the actual cost, but on the basic price. The ;
contractor has every inducement. therefore. (o
produce as efficiently and cheaply as possible.
and the undesirable features of time and line
contracts are eliminated.

Firms have a right to go to arbitration over
the capital clause. and they have also that right |
on individual contracts. 1 am glad to pay!
tribute here to the invaluable assistance given'
to us by the Hardman Lever Committee, who
are advisers on matters of principle and arbi-
wrators in matters of dispute.

THE TRUE COMPARISON

! think T have said sufficient to enable the

House to realize where we stand to-day in the
military sphere. I would only ask hon. mem-
bers to cast back their minds for two years.
Let them compare the S3 squadrons of the
Metropolitan Air Force of 1935 with the 124
squadrons which will be in being in a few
months’ time. Let them reflect on all that lies
behind the bare numbers of first line aircraft,
the men and material, and stores of all kinds,
the elaboration and extension of our ground
organization, and the creation de novo of an
adequate war potential. Only such comparison
can give them a true appreciation of the real
progress we are making in  our - vast
undertaking.
. In past years it has been my custom, in
introducing these Estimates, t0 give some
account of the activities of the Royal Air
Force, particularly oversea. Last year events
at home threw rather into the background
even the more important operations of
squadrons oversea. Nevertheless, the year has
not been entirely devoid of incidents.

In  particular  the Royal Air Force
cooperated actively and usefully in the various
measures. taken by the land forces to restore
law anc! order in Palestine, The speed with
which air support could be summoned by wire-
less to aid convoys engaged with armed bands
was a notable feature during the disturbances.
It is interesting to note that the average time
teken by‘an aeroplane to leave the ground
after receipt of a call for assistance was six
minutes from the time when the call originated.

In other parts of the world, particularly in
the nelghbpurhood of Aden, the Royal Air
Force continued to discharge with success its
usuai duties of preserving or restoring law
and order, often by demonstration flights only.

Reference has been made in my noble
friend’s memorandum to the very important
exercises which were undertaken last January
at Singapore.

! must now turn to civil aviation, where
several matiers of first importance arise.

One of the recommendations of the Gorell
Committee on Civil Aviation, that control of
airworthiness of civil aircraft should devolve
upon a statutory autonomous board, has been
accepled in principle, with the exception of
the larger passenger-carrying aircraft. The
requisite Parliamentary authority was given last
year in the Ajr Navigation Act, and the
Mlc[rlngmndum and Articles are now virtually
settled.

AIR REGISTRATION BOARD
. The Board will be known as the Air Registra-
tion Board. It will consist of between 16 to
18 persons representative q[ operators, con-

structors, and insurers of aircraft, assisted by |

co-opted members not within any of those
categories,  together  with two  members
appointed by the Secretary of State. It s
expected to commence operations under the
chairmanship of Sir Maurice Denny within the
next few weeks. [t is hoped that the pro-
visions of Part 1t of the Act, relating to third-
pariy insurance for civil aireraft. will come
inlo operation on July |

Another event of the first importance is the
Report of the Maybury Committee on the
developmient  of civil - aviation  in Great
Britain. Certain ad hoc proposals have already
miplemented. In sa {ar as the very far-
recommendations in the final repart
regrise State action they have been accepted
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Amaong the new British exterpal servi
eekly mail service
Lagos. and a
femporary service between Penang and Hong-
kong. pendimg  the establishment of =z
permanent connexion between Hong-kong and
the Empire trunk routes. It is expected that
the Bermuda-New York service will begin
operation during the present year. A pro-
i posal for the establishment of a trans-
Tasman air service, which was discussed i
conference last autu
Pawaits  approval
concerned.

WEATHER NEWS
REVISED ORGANIZATION

The expansion of the Royal Air Force and
the development of civil flying in this country
have greatly increased the demand for meteoro-
{ogical information, particularly in regard io
night fiying and flying in cloud. To meet this
a revised organization of meteorological
stations has been evolved and is being brought
into operation as rapidly as the necessary
trained personnel can be obtained.

The organization will include a number of
primary forecasting stations with scientific and
observer staff.  Each of these stations will
have a series of subsidiary stations, sitvated
on aerodromes, from which night or cloud
flights are made. Trained assistants will man
these stations and will provide local informa-
tion and obtain forecasts from the main
station as required.

For the Empire air routes the task of
establishing the meteorological  ground
organization has made satisfactory progress,
and there is a special section of the Meteoro-
logical Office to study North Atlantic- weather
conditions.

It is now necessary for me to return for a
moment to the current financial year. Some
further adjustment became necessary in our
expenditure during the year beyond that pro-
vided for in the Supplcmentary Estimate
presented in July last. Briefly, we have made
more headway with our works and buildings
programme than we had expected, with a
resultant increase of expenditure, while in
regard to equipment our expectations have not
been fuily realized. It is therefore necessary
for me to present to the House a Token Supple-
mentary Estimate for £100 to cover the major
variations which I have mentioned and some
Jess important variations which are also shown
in the details of the Estimate.

“IMMENSE ACTIVITY ”

1t is impossible for me in a speech of any
reasonable length to give an adequate idea of
the immense activity which has prevailed
during the past year right through the Royal
Air Force, both in the ranks of the Service
itself and in the departments of the Ministry.
It is the more gratifying to me to be able to
pay a deserved tribute to-day to the loyal
manner in which the incessant demands of the
expansion scheme have been met, both by the
staffs of the departments and throughout the
Service.

Throughout ail the expansion, in every step
oun the industrial side and, in fact, in almost
every aspect of our work, we have had the
untiring and invaluable help of Lord  Weir,
who has brought to bear upon our problems
his great industrial experience and his almost
unique knowledge of the Air Force which he
himself did so much to create.

The Ministry can make plans, and the nation
can provide money; but the plans cannot
effectively be carried out without the loyal
!and intelligent cooperation of all departments
and all ranks. Indeed, more is involved even
! than that. To make success in a scheme of
expansion so vast, we neged the willing help
1 and cooperation of the aircraft industry and
all other industries working for us, and the
help and encouragement of the nation as a
whole.

i THE TASK AHEAD

i
+ All that is vital to us.  All that we have had.
{ The staffs of the departments and branches
have given of their best. The existing per-

of the Governments

1 sonnel of the air stations and sguadrons have |

received the continuous stream of recruits and
infused them with their own spirit.  The air-
eraft inductry and other industries working
with by have shown an carnest desire to
couperate with the Ministry as fully
i possible. Finally, the pation at large has

n
mn at Wellington, still |

as

Roval Air Force, the hon. member said that a
more democratic system was needed,  Class
i domination in the Service was a menace o
public liberty and con:
There were not a few potential General Francos
among those from whom the officer cluss was
“drawn, Tt was not a good thing that a huge
i force should be drawn up under the admini-
strative  conirol of a small socially and
economically superior class.  Intelligence and
capacity were not the monopoly of the public
schools and universities.

So long as the supply of warlike essentials
was vested in rich and powerful men so long
would the workers want to know how they
stood. So-called reasonable profit  only
touched a fraction of what was involved, and if
there was only a suspicion of great profit-
making no one could be blamed if industriat
hostility developed. If the production and
supply of war material was to be left to private
enterprise for private profit were we to expect
the gigantic profits which were made during
the War ?

The House ought to be told what was the
value to the country of private flying to justify
so much public expenditure. There was a
case for subsidizing Imperial Air Routes, but
no justification for subsidizing internal air
routes, mere commercial travelling through the
air.  Private exploitation of the air was as
bad as had been the exploitation of the land.

THE AUXILIARY AIR FORCE

Mr. GRANT-FERRIS (N. St. Pancras, U.)
referred to the Auxiliary Air Force, of which,
he said, he was a member. That Force was
expected to do more work than any other unit
in the Territorial Army. During the summer
months it was necessary to give up virtually
every week-end and also one or two evenings
in the week. The work was extremely diffi-
cult for both officers and other ranks, but,
fortunately, the keenness of the personnel made
it possible to carry out all the duties. One
of the difficulties they had to contend with
was making sure that the requisite number of
aircraft was always serviceable when the
week-end came.

SIR H. SEELY (Berwick-on-Tweed, L.)
said that he and his friends did not agree with
the Labour Opposition in voting against these
Estimates. The Liberal Party regretted this
expenditure and they meant to examine it
very carefully in order that the country might
get the best return for its money. Mr. Baldwin
bad said that he thought it was better that the
Air Minister should be in the House of l.ords.
He (Sir H. Seely) thought it was very peculiar
for a House of Commons man—unless he
was expecting to be translated to another place
—to say.that-the House of Lords was the
proper place for a man in charge of a great
spending Department. . Such an attitude
seemed entirely wrong from the point of view
of Parliamentary and democratic control. He
(Sir H. Seely) hoped that next year the House
would listen to the Air Minister himself
presenting the Estimates.

The Government's policy ~had wbeen Lo
experiment  with many different types. of
machine. Some people believed that there
were among (hem machines which were not
suitable for the work they had to do. Money
might have been spent on such machines and
contracts might have been given for them, but
it would be far better to tear up the contracts
than to use aircraft which was unsuitable or
unsafe. More attention should be paid to the
housing of Air Force personnel. If the Govern-
meént experts believed in a balloon barrage they
must produce one of an effective height. 1t
had been said that they favoured a balloon
which would reach only 10,000{ts" That would
be useless for defending London.

“SHADOW>» SCHEME
CRITICIZED

1IEUT.-COL. MOORE-BRABAZON (Wal-
lasey. U.) said that materially we were behind-
hand. The Air Ministry must take a good
i slice of the blame for that and not pass it
ion to the manulacturers. There was a fetish
in official circles against what were called un-
approved firms. We were embarking on an
expansion programme in which 90 per cent.
Lol aircralt engines were divided between two
firms. 1f he were commander ol an enemy
air force he would only bomb two places,
Derby and Bristol. but that would put our
eraft production out of action. H would
| been better if the ** shadow ™ industry had been

tutional safeguards.

i

‘I:Jc‘vnd;;;de;'r‘;‘:\‘[»?ﬁ\Ab];;rm;;len¥ \(‘fgr{fc;e}\cé ; favour balancing the Budget at the expense ot
‘ the destitute and unemployed.
. views on prices and credit, Mr. Eccles pledged

icceeded in preserving for
this country the use of the bombing aero-
plane, and because¢ of his action we must
take considerable : 2sponsibility for the failure
to muke progress it air disarmament.  While
1 was necessary o have a certain amount of
force in the world 0 counter'the machinations
of the evilly disposeg, it should be in the hands
of those who were pgacemakers. There should
be an internatonal police force armed to
prevent war. -

Mr. WATKINS {Hackney, Central, Lab.}
seconded the amendment, which. he said.
raised the question ‘whether the Government
shauld not take the Jead in an attempt to
secure the abolition of the bombing aero-
plane.

Mr. HOPKINSON (Mosstey, Nat.) said that
membeis of the Labour Party must dismiss
from their minds the idea 1hat a bombii
plane under the control of this countr
necessarily be a device for tormenting women
and children in other countries. The whole
objective of any armed force dominated by
Englishmen should always be the armed forces
of the enemy, and not the civilian population.

Our scientists had been working whole-
heartedly for many months to find a means by
which air defence might be conducted without
reprisals on the helpless civilian populations
in enemy cities. Their efforts had yielded re-
markable results. It was becoming more cer-
tain that we could actually get command of
ihe air without having to use methods such as
he would never like to suggest Fnglish boys
should be expected to use against an enemy.
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. C. BROWN (Mansfield, Lab.) said that
the policy of rearmament was at best a tem-
porary expedient, and could not lay the
foundation of a lasting peace. He appealed to
the. Government to explore the possibilities
of initiating discussions between the Great
Powers on the menace of bombing aeroplanes.

Mr. LESLIE (Sedgefieid, Lab.) said that if
Britain had taken 2 strong lead at the first
Disarmament Conference things would have
been different to-day. .

Mr. JOHNSTON : (Stirling and Clack-
mannan, Western, Lab.) said the proposal for
the abolition of military and naval air forces
was not a Utopian idea., They had had an
illustration of it on a small scale in the Saar.
It was the only policy that held out any hope for
the world.

SIR P. SASSOON'S REPLY

SIR P. SASSOON,-replying to the debate,
said that no country was more anxious than
we were that the airways of the world should
be airways of peace. " The Government in-
tended to seize the first'opportunity to achieve
that object. There were very great difficulties
in the way of achicving internatjonal control
of civil aviation. [t would mean that we would
Tose the control of our Empire communica-
tions. Moreover a scheme which might be
elfective in time of pcace might become ineffec-
tive on the outbreak” of war. It would be
foolish to be too optimistic about getting some
agreement on this question in the near future.
On the general principle the Government were
entirely in agreement.' They did not wish, and
he was sure the House did not wish, to- give
the appearance that there was any real divi-
sion of opinion on this matter. He hoped that
the amendment would not be pressed to a
division.

The amendment was negatived by 175 votes
to 119—Government majority, 56.

The general debate was continued by Mr.
Harpie (Glasgow, Springburn, Lab.), Caprain
BaLroUr {Isle of Thanet, U.), Mr. MANDER,
and Mr. SiMmons (Birmingham, Duddeston,
U

AIR ATTACK

INSKIP ON METHODS
OF DEFENCE

SIR T. INSKIP. Minister for the Coordina-
tion of Defence {Farcham, U.) deprecated any
direct reference to uny particular nation as
though that nation w.s the object of any hos-
tility on the part of this country. i way
better 10 commit ourselves to the declaration

SIR T.

¢ of the Prime Minister that we could nor suffer

any inferiority in the ir with any nation within
striking disiance of s country. He did not

\ r- . think that we were .4 exposed o air attack
have |

as some people, espeially writers in the Press,
were minded to sug:est,” On the other hand,

“large numbers still unemployed any move
towards tightening money would be not;
only anti L but also uneconemic.  The,

+ wages and shorter hours. which \vo_uld restrict
i production, would not at present interest the

a continuance of the easy money policy. With

remedy for price inflation was a broad expan-
sion of production rather than a tightening of
money rates. He declared that increased

public generally nor be of real interest to the
workers themselves.—Reuter,

WAR OFFICE AND WHITE
CITY GROUNDS

PLAN FOR ANTI-AIRCRAFT
« TRAINING

Part of the White City grounds may be used
by the War Office as a training headquarters
site for certain. West London anti-aircraft
units. A proposal o acquire part of the
grounds has been made, and. if negotiations
are successful, work on new buildings will be
begun immediately.

1t is thought that one of the units which
would be accommodated at the White City
would be the 53rd A.A. Brigade, R.A., now
using premises at Lytton Grove, Putney. Others
would be two companies of the 26thALA.S, /L.
Battalion, R.E., and one company of the A.A,
Divisional R.A.S.C.

DRAPERS’ INSTITUTION .

A SUM OF £15,023
SUBSCRIBED

A sumoof £15,023 13s. 6d. in aid of the
Drapers’ Institution and Cottage Homes was
subscribed in response to the appeal on the
occasion of the institution’s 105th anniversary
at thé annual festival dinner held at Drapers’
Hall, Throgmorton Street, E.C., last night.

Mr. E. GEORGE SHINNER, the president of
the appeal, who presided, said that the institu-
tion was the drapery trade’s oldest and greatest
charity. For 105 years it had played the part
of the good Samaritan by helping necessitous
members of the wholesale and retail textile
trade. They had now 200 old people living
in beautiful surroundings on their estate at
Milt Hill—with no worry about rent, rates,
or repairs. Medical attendance was provided,
and, in addition, there was a nursing home,
with a qualified nurse, on the estate. The
institution did not, however, receive the sup-
port which it needed. At least £30,000 was
required annually, and it was desirable that
cach of the 120 cottages should be endowed.

Mr. Frank BEarMan, principal of Bear-
man's, Limited, of Leytonstone, was an-
nounced as president of the appeal in the
forthcoming year,

LAW CLERKS' BENEVOLENCE

Lorp JusTICE GREENE presided at the 105th
anniversary dinner in aid of the United Law
Clerks’ Society, held at the Connaught Rooms
fast night, when subscriptions amounting o1
£680 were received.  Proposing the toast of !
* The Society,” the chairman said that law
clerks were a body of men essential to the |
administration of the law, and they brought to I
it a devotion 1o duty and a single-mindedness
which were the admiration of everyone who
knew their work.

Mr. Harry Eitrs StapLey (hon. treasurer),
in reply, said that membership of the society

was one of the best invesiments a young law !
clerk could make. Since its inception it had |
distributed in benefits and benevolent grants !
more than £355.000, and last year those items '
absorbed £11,500.  Superannuation benefits
to old and disabled members alore amounted
1o close on £7.800.

Sik REGINALD PooLE proposed the toast of
** The Legal Profession,” which was achnow-
ledged by JunGE EARENGEY.

Mr. E. Mackuy fchairman of the
stewards) proposed "~ The Health of the
Guests,” and Mrs, R, Cozens-Haroy Horse
replied.  Mr. Fergt's D. Morrox, K.C., gave
the toast of ** The Chairman.” |
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8.0.S. BY CARRIER PIGEON

FROM OUR OWN CORRESFONDENT
BERLIN, MARCH 15

While on a voyage from England to
Copenhagen the 1,500-ton steamer Erika,
of Stettin, ran aground west of Skagen
(Denmark). The ship had no wireless,
and therefore sent news of her distress by
a carrier pigeon, which was_picked up
yesterday evening at a village near
Gothenburg, 60 miles west of Skagen. A
Danish salvage steamer has gone to her
rescue.

“ KIND-HEARTED " CORPORAL
REDUCED TO RANKS

CORPORAL ARTHUR PREECE, of the Ist Batta-
lion, The Worcestershire Reaiment, who was
stated at an Aldershot Court-martial to have
taken his men early-morning cups of tea while
they were in bed, has been sentenced to be
reduced to the ranks. He was found Guilry
of neglecting to obey battation standing orders,

which  forbid non-commissioned  officers
trading with private soldiers, and  of
. breaking out of barracks when under
jopen airest. At the trial it was stated on

behalf of Preece that he acted out of kindness
of heurt and that his profit was negligible. His
first thought, it was added, was for his men.
The findings and sentence were made known
yesterday.

1,100 ON STRIKE BECAUSE OF
ONE GIRL

Negoliations between four unions and the
management concerning the strike at the works
of Messrs. Parkinson and Cowan (Gas
Meters), Limited, Stretford, Manchester. were
adjourned yesterday until to-day. Eleven
bundred workers— 500 at Stretford and 600
at the firm’s London branches—have been on
strike for 16 days hecause one girl refuses
to join the National Union of General and
Municipal Workers, Thc girl has left her home

demonstrations,

o i Salford and is staying with {riends to avoid |

R.A.F. OFFICER KILLED

The Air Ministry announced last night that
Flight Licutenant Richard William Wicks lost

| his life in an aircraft accident which occurred

yesterday at Saxelby, near Melion Mowbray.
He was pilot and sole occupant of the aero-
plane. ) )
Flight Lieutenant Wicks is shown in the
current R.AF. List as a lieutenant of the Royal
Navy holding an R.A.F. commission. This is
the fifteenth R.A.F. accident this year, bringing
the number of deaths to 23.

MILK STRIKE AT ILEORD

There is a possibility that a strike of bottlers
at the Ilford depdt of United Dairies will
spread to other depdts of the firm in London.
The night shift transport men at Ilford left
work last night and it was expected that the
day shift would follow suit to-day. The strike

-committee stated last fight that the drivers

gave ample notice so that the firm would
arrange for supplies to hospitals to be made -
as usual.

CHURCH LADS BRIGADE
DISPLAY AT GUILDHALL

The london Diocesan Regiment of the
Church Lads’ Brigade gave a display at
Guildhall last night. and afterwards Lady
Pollock presented trophies to the winning
companies. Addressing the parade at the
close of the display, SIR Apriax PoLLoCK.
who presided. said the old London Division
had given up its independence to become the
London Diocesan Regiment of the Church
Lads' Brigade. The brigade had a new consti-
tution and one uniform for the whole of the
countrs. 1t now siood as a single-hearted
hody free lrom any ties with the armed forces
of the Crown, Iis mission was spiritual.
Sk HucgH TurnBULL. as inspecting officer,
congratulated the guard of honour and the
parade generally on the turn out. The com-
ition results were:—
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