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; il Correspondent ¢ From Our Military Correspondent
’) F¥rom Our Military interest : The danger to a country in Switzerland’s
| Recent events have awakened a nletw rm;ma_ i i | situation arises less from direct hostility than

, | in the Swiss Army and the Swiss military any- ' ¢ | from the possibility of a clash between her large

. | tion. The rearmament race and the a§C0mPh 3’6 % | neighbours, and the attempt by one of them to

: ing tension of internatlona_l relatx.onsl ihe ' y'| use her territory as an avenue of approach to

1 | inevitably affected all sma.ll countries mtheir S j d | the other. In examining a defence problem of

1 | danger area, and called into ql{CSU_O“_ ate ! . this kind it is‘mecessary to take account, if only -
7 | capacity to maintain their neutrality .mv101 > [ ¢ | from a technical point of view, of the countries

{ | while the building of the Maginot line along t { whose geographical location provides the

1 | the French frontier has conjured up t,be picture i 1 | strategic hypothesis. - )

1 of a fresh detour throughwa. neighbouring ‘; 3| . Intent on the maintenance of their neutrality,

t| country to avoid the bargier. = o I ? the Sw‘iss are properly concerned with the~ R

lopment of mechanization, with its | .. | possibility of a French as well as a German -
TR tons '0;:1 of the range of movements, has E 2 attempt to use their terfitory for a turning move- i !
. great ex te]rllsxo duced the margin which separates ; f | ment. Leaving aside the political doubts, the ’
strategically Ie al objectives of import- | 7| former is much the less likely on military

- | an invader from potennad(l)hé o o mechanized | . | grounds. 'The conquest of Switzerland would

+| ance. It hasthus sqgge_sich b Swiss territory { | still leave it faced with the Rhine, and beyond

. | invading force, a circuit t rougﬁ_ ¢ the situation j i | that the Black Forest; no important objectives

\ | mightno longer be so slow 10 2 ; g There is also { \ | in German territory would be within reach even

| as it would have been in 1914-18. ded, of air : y | 'when the frontier was gained. There is a better

.| the possibility, if an joroad succe]: fe m which : 1 | case comparatively for a German attempt, as

.| bases being established on that flank fro ;o the penetration of the French frontier would

. I ¢ bring an invader into the wide basin of the

\ : / : Sdone; it would tura the mountain barrier of

the Vosges and the main fortified line ;-alterna-
tively, it would threaten Lyons and the main
communications with Provence and the Mediter-
ranean. The prospects of any such strategic
flank move would depend first, however, on its
success in overcoming the resistance which the

; > . d - ) Swiss could offer in defence of their territory. |
3 i > rF A ‘| What are the chances ? .
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: . THREE FACTORS
I : Any estimate must take account of three prin-
. - | cipal factors: the pature of the country to be
traversed, the normal superiority of the defen-
sive under modern conditions of warfare, and
the readiness of the Swiss forces at the moment
such a stroke was delivered. The first is un-
alterable ; the second shows little sign of being
modified by recent developments in armament,
so that the chances of the attack depend more
;| than ever on the possibility of surprise ; the third
can be improved, to the reduction of an in-
vader’s chances of surprise. I have motored the
ghole length cf)}f tlhe RI:line frontielilfrcf)mhL';l_(ﬁ

onstance t a: (4 1
e here has been directed to the Swiss country beh?nd, its, :\’sa\zello'::; rlrz;‘rlge I())artt oef the
public interest here 178 from certain quarters Jura frontier between Basle and Geneva. On
Army py the Sugge'St}lx(t“;do t the Swiss military . the map the former sector may look a.lesser
:‘;‘,Zttelrgli,fc Zﬁgxytinnqllegcompurl}sory §€Wfi¢e 2‘5 Ie%s; é obstacle, but closely examined its difficulties
mhmEieEota | el UhEee b ol
g:cl::nioompporgtunity of examining them on the ‘i'i points rising more than a thousand feet above
iit ta Switrerland. B

an attack could be delivered against vartous «l:'l‘
dustrial centres in France, at present secur e}{
remote. From a British pqmt of view, any trhc
newed contemplation of .mtervennon;. on he
Continent must now consider the defences of
Switzerland as well as of Belgium, b.ec}zlaus‘c O
| the possible reaction on steps we mlgl ;ur: oé
Beyond all these contingencics some mea

cant whils an a vig






