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,3falleutJ' RriedtJffärte 
21 mrmeefor,,~ mit 65 ~i~ifiontn unb ~Qfd>ijlird>t :miti3 

Drahtbericht unseres ständigen Vertret~;'s' 
9tom, 18. 3anuar. Italieniid)en mngalien heratt,has eine 

StaHen llerlügt nnef) neuen lBetö!fent, W1oliifmaef)ung in lüroeiter trrift, hurd}, 
lief)ungen her italieniief)en \j3reile ülier eine gefü~tt unh hie Xruppenein~eiten unllet· 
ftriegsitäde, wie es iie noef) nie ilUtlOt lie, 3üglid} i~ren offeniitlen mujgalien augefü~rt 
ieilen f)at. :Das italieniie!}e v eer umfallt ins' methen fönnen. Wäf)tenh her W1oliilmad}ung 
geiamt 21 mtmeelotps mit 65 :Ditliiionen, ülierne~men naef) her "Xtili1ltta" hie brei 
m03u noe!} hie 6turmbiuifionen het !Jaief)ri, 6pe3ialein~eiten, bie . (firen3truPllenJ hie 
itilef)en W1ilio, bie 6pe3ialgren3truppen unb alpinen :Ditliiionen unb tlOt allem has 

I bie 3nielfommanbos tommen. ::DieitaHe, mrmeeforps tlom \j3o, bie !!3etteibigung, mie" 
l n,iief)en 6treitfräfte in beu ülierieeiie!}en jBe, hieie 3ugleie!} tlom eriten mugenlilid eines 
[it)ungen [inb auller benen in ßilitjen barin ftrieges an Xräger ber Dfieniitle [inb. l8e. 
nief)t einlie30gen. :Die italieniief)e ftriegs, ionbem l8ebeutung al!? Difen[itlmaffe 
flotte mirh aus 400 G:in~eiten burdjmeg fommt bem mrmeetotps tlom ,\j3 0 oU, Ms 
moberner l8auad gebilbet. :Die italieniidje uö1!ig motori[iert i[t unb nut aus \j3an3et~ 
ßuftmaffe jei)t iidj aus 93 (firuppen tlon ein~eiten be[te~t. :Die ßinillninjanteriebitli. 
ßujt[taffeln ouiammen, bie i~m[eits in [ionen murben mit er~ö~ter 6djlagtrajt aus. 
jBlocfge[cf)mahern 3U je liOO !Jlug3eugen 3U' ge[tattet burdj bie G:injü~tu1'!g ber "omei. 
[ammengejallt [inb. :Die gen aue .3a~1 ber glei[igen" :Diuijionen. 6ie [oll liis G:nbe bes 
ßujtgejdjmaber ijt nidjt lietanni. Stalien Winters in allen 51 :Ditli[ionen beenbet 
~at bamit _ redjnet man nodj bie musrief), [ein. S~be tletjijgt hann" üliet tragliare 
tung ber ftrieAsinbu[t~ie, bie Drgani!ation !Jeuermafjen unll Snjantetie,l8egleitlin*' 
ber .3iuilbctlölferung unb bie itrategiief)e rien, unb 3mar in bem !!3er~ältnis, bas nad} 
ßage ein _ ein ftriegspotential etrelef)t, mie mngabeit ber "Xribuna" auj je 1000 Sn· 
es in bie[em musmalle im W1ittelmeer liis, janterijten je 80 bis 100 W1ajef)inengeme~re, 
~et nodj nidjt lie[tanben ~at. ,W1inen, unb (firanatlDerjet unb (fieje!}ü\j~ 

!Radj italieni[ef)en !!3erö!ientlief)ungen glie. lommen. 
bett [ief) bas Veer Staliens jol{len~ermallen: :Die italieniidjen Snjeln im W1ittelmeer, 
(!;in Dberfommanbo bet 6treitttäjte, 5 [inb jeberoeit in !!3etfeibigungs3uitanb oU 
mtmeefommanbos, 17 mrmeelorps, 4 tletjei)en. Stalienijdj,Ditajtffa tlerjügt iJll 
6peaial,mrmeeforps, 51 Snjantetie,:Ditli[io, fttiegsjalle ülier [eine' eigenen, Dtgani. 
nen, 14 6pe3ialbiui[ionen, 7 (fiten3madjtfom, jationen unabfjängig tlom ~Jluttet1anb, 
manbos unb 3 Snjeltommanbos. !Reun mä~renb ßilitjen nadj italienijdjen mngalien 
mtmeeforpsfommanbos bejinben jidj in nidjt nut gegen leben mngtiji getüftet ilt, 
Dlietitalien, 2 in W1itteHtalien, 2 in 6üb, jonbern barübet ~inaus ülier genügenb 
italien, 2 in ßibtjeu ull'b je eines in 6i3iHen fträjte lletjügt, um jeinerjeits 3Ut Difenjitle 
un,b 6arbinien. :Die tliet 6pehial,mrmee, 3u jdjreiten., 
fotps be[te~en aus bem \j3an3erarmeeforps, 
bem 6d;lnellen mrmeeforps, bem mlpinen :Die Ualieni[dje \j3reiie IteHt ülierein[tim. 
mrmeeforps ~mb bem ßilitjjd}en mrmeeforps. menb jelt, ball bie militärijef)e 6tärfe 
6ie umfallen 14 :Ditlijionen. W1it musna~me Sfaliens 3u ie~et .3eit tlölligen 6dju\j ge. 
bes ßibtjjdjen mrmeetorps liejinben fidj bie mä~rt unb Stalien unlieforgt ben grosen 
ftommanbos bn 6peilialforps in 91orb, mujgalien bet .3utunjt entgegenbliden 
italien, unb ilmar in W1antua (\j3an3er), {ann. :Die ftriegsjlotte iit ben [trate\lifdjen 
1:rient (alpin) unb \j3abua (bas 6djneHe). unb geograp~iidjen G:rjorbernillen bes 
vinilu lommen nie 6turmliataillone b~r W1ittelmeeres mie feine anbere ij'lotte ber 
ja[dJi[ti[cf)en W1ilio, bie in bas veer einge' Wlittelmeermädj{'e angepailt, unb bie Uatie, 
reH)t unb nief)t bem (fieneralftali ber W1ilio niidje ~uitmaiie ~at unter aj.;;ifanifef)em 
unter[teHt [inb. I unb fpanijdjem vimmel if)re G:inja\jbereit. 

:Die Drgitnijation bes veeres ilt nad) fef)ajt unb 6djlagftaJt liemiejen. '; 
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MENACE TO SHTPPING 
.. ' 1?·1.·~', 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir,-Your correspondent Mr. A M 

Talbot. in ~is letter of February 15, q~lote~ 
the folloWlOg from my recent speech at 

. Glasgow :-
the dangc~s to which their shipping might bc 
exposed (10 the event of war) had grcatly 
!ncrcascd. The pote~tial submarine menace 
10 n.ul11b~rs was four limes, and would shortly 
be tive tImes, greater than at the beginninO' of 
the last War. There was, in addition, tht air 
me na ce .... 

My figures were based on the followin<> 
extract, taken from an artic1e by M; 
Hector C. Bywater, appearing in the Daily 
Telegraph on January 9, 1939:-

From beginning to end enemy submarines. 
de~troyed 11 "I ~3,OOO . tons of merchant 
shlppmg, Bntam s lass 10 this dire total beioO' 
6,68~,OOO tons. Yet in August, 1914, Germany 

1

, had only -28 V-boats ready for service and 
aboyt 12 .undcr construction. As the Austrian 

I 
ftolilla dld not exceed 12 units built and 
buIidmg. the enemy Powers could not marshai 
more than 52 submannes In the early stages: 
of the War. How does this modest total, 
compare wlth the present-day strength of the 
undersea fleets of which Britain. for obvious i 
reasons, must take special notke? Here are 
the relevant figures of foreign submarine 
strength :- . 

Germany 
Italy' 
Japan 

V-Boats built 
and building Proiected Total 

71 
123 

70 

10 81 
123 

70 
~--------f------------I 

Grand total _ I 274 ' 
As Germany has invoked the special 

clause relating to submarines in the Naval 
Agreement of 1935, it is clear that I under­
stated rather than overstated the numbers. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. A. SOUTER, President. 

Chamber of Shipping of the United 
Kingdom, 28, SI. Mary Axe, E.C.3. 

BRITISH STRATEGY 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES 
Sir,-Although one can agree with the 

second part of Mr. J. H. Jellett's letter I 
think there will be many people who wo~ld ' 
not accept. his opinion on ·the decisive part 
played by th~ !lritish Army in the last War. i 

"l-:f0\yevcr, It 15 better not to continuc rccrimi­
nations on the la5t. score, hut to endeavour 
to. find ~:)Ut hdw to tnrn thc lcssons learnt in 
thls pcnod to our own ,account. 
. Two. points in this connexion strike one 
Immedlately. 

(I) That if we had possessed a larger Army 
on the commencement of hostilities it might 
not ha~e been nec.essary to regain the 100 roile::; 
of terntory lost In the first "few months 

(2). That if we are to return to that old 'form 
of Bn~lsh strategy, an;phibious warfare, greater 
attentIOn ~hould be .glven by the three Services 
to practlsmg c?mbmcd operations, and that 
the. advantage m surprise and mobility givcn 
us m war by commar;td of the sea should not 
be thrown .away by dtsclosing our obje.<:tive to 
thc encmy In premature, abortive naval attacks 
as at Gallipoli in February, 1915. 

I am, SIr, your obedient servant 
G. M. BA YLISS, 

Staples, Datchworth, Hertfordshire. 
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