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Did thollsands ojGemwll 
POIVs die ill U.S. Arlll)' 
call1l)s after FlorId War Jl? 

BY JAMES L. GflAfF '1 OIWN 10 

A 
long Ihc Rhine. h;llbcd-wilC fenccs 
;lIC Ihlown up ;lround nle;ldo\\'s lhal 

;lIC St)(1I1 churncd 10 mud by lighlly 
packed masses of German plisoncrs of 
war. Wilh no Icnls ;I\·ailahle.lhey dig fo)(­
Iw1cs and hl'lde scraps of cardboard 10 
prolecl Ihemsches ;lgainSI Ihc billcr 
spring wealher. 111 red. somc of Ihem re­
S"II lOealinr. grass ami drinking urine. As 
Ihc monlhs pass and disease and slarva­
lion take lheir 1011. Ihey die in droves. 

ThaI is jusl a fragmenl of lhe laic lold 
in Olhel' LO.I.H'J. a ctlnlrovelsial Canadiall 
bcsl scller. AUlht1r James nacquc charges 
Ihal German prisollcrs held by rrcllch 
and U.S. forccs in Ihc wakc llrGcl'll1any's 
World War I1 defcal dicd cn massc as a 
rcsull of delibcrate ncglect. In a slunning 
claim. Ihcquc conlcnds thal at IC;lsI 
79:1.239 German soldicrs pcrishcd in U.S. 
camps in 1945. while in Frcnch camps. 
which rcccivcd many Iransrerecs fltlm 
American cuslody in Ihc summer of thal 
year. alleast 167.000 dicd. 

The numbels alonc arc cnough 10 fuel 
a ruror. nul naequc also charges thal lhc 
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The de.liNIIOlioll "di.Hll'/lled ellel/l)' forces" \,'as alleNedf), IIsed to dell)' Ihel/l /IIIIIIOlIl' ca/'( 

his calculalions is a six-wcek sludy of he 
pilal adlllissiolls allt! dc:\lh lalcS alllOl 
Gcrlll:\n I'OWS conduClcd by Ihc U 
Army Mcdical Corps in May and June 
1945. l3:\equc inlerprels Ihese reporls 
arri .... e at :\ weekly dealh rale of 0.6' 
from which he exlrapolalcs lhc death t 
for periods nol covered by Army dala. 

lotical discovcry." Says Ambrosc: "\Vc as 
Americans can'l duck lhe facl Ih:\l lel ri­
blc Ihings happencd. Alld they happeiled 
al lhc cnd of a war wc foughl for dcecney 
alld dClllOCracy and frecdom. and they arc. 

not cxeusa blc." 
lIacq\le. (,0. whose p:\sl 1'1('1(lk5 havc:\lI 

been novels. h:\ppencd upon anccdlllal 
cvidence Ilf widcsprcad calllp dealhs 
while researching a book in 1986 on a 
rrcnch Resistance hero. SubsequcllI in­
vcsligalion in lhe U.S. and Europe con­
vinced him Ihat largc numbcrs of Gcr­

mans had perished in 5~I\lle 
~ 1.800 Frcnch and Amcrican , 

March 1945. Eisen-
camps. 

L In 
Il\lwcr gtll .permissillll from 

ThaI melholhllllgy has some hislO 
:\ns shaking Iheir heads. Says Gabr 
Kolko. senior research profcssor of his 
ry al TOlonlo'S York University: "\ 
ll:lta arc complelely fal1acious. No hislC 
an could have wrillcn lhis book-il'S I 
work of a novelisl:' professor Arlhur 
Slllilh of Calif01'l1ia Slate Unh'crsily 
Los A nr,eles. ",hn has wrillcl1 a boul r 
Iller (ielman s(lldicrs in Ihc posl" 
years. is unconvinced. -'1 hlw do you 
rid Ilf a million bodics?'- he asks. "It 
could YOLl not havc a sillGlc G.1. come I 
Wal(\. and whal ahoul the widows"" 

dealhs resulled from cruel ne­
glecl and wcre aVllidablc--lhe 
C('II)scquencc tlf a dccision by 
Gcncral \)wiGhl D. Eisen­
ho\\'cr. Ihe S\lplenle Allied 
(,(lnlllla Ildc r. In \\ il h hold S\lS­
lenam:C frlll1l cnemics hc had 
CIlInc It I despisc "I lad l'.isclI­
hll\\cr wanled III pl'llVide 
Ihesc mcn wilh lalitlllS. Ihey 
wcre !a\'ailahlcl ill lhc EUrll-
PC;lIl Ihcaler." S;IYS 1'.l'I1esl r. 
risher Jr .. a rClired cl'I(lllel 
ami fll\mer U.S. Army hislll\'i­
:\11 who aidcd l1acque in his Author BilcCjue 

rese:\rch :\nd \\'I'(lle Ihe fllre-

Ihc CIlIllbincd Chiefs d StalT 
10 redesigll:\le various r.I'\IUPS 
of (ie1'1nan prisoners as "dis­
armed enclny fOlccs" (1)1'\ sI 
ralher lhan prisoners "f w;l1'. 

Th;11 acl clTcclivcly dCllied 
Ihcm h\llllane lI'ealmcnl nl:\n­
d;llell by Ihe (icncva Cllll\'en­
linn and gave Ihen\ wh;11 lIac­
q\lc calls "1clh;\11l1 r sl:\lus." 

The U.S. ;lls(1 ref\lse" 10 

alh'" Ihe Ite" Cl "SS III inspecl thc call1pS 
III cnSUIC Ulnvelllil'11 (lHllpliallce. lI:\cq\le 
\\ I ilcs IlIal I ~.5 Illillinn Rcd CnlSS fond 

111 Wesl Germany. whcrc Ihc bool 
to be published nexl 1110111h under 
n)(lle lurid lille ['folllled Dcol/r. !3acq\ 
Ihcsis will lalld ill a semiv(\id of resca 
1111 Ihe suhject. Since Ihe war. \Vest G 
ilia n h islllria ns ha ve COllecnl ra led 
(ieflllany's failillGs ralhcr Ihan Ihose 0' 

currenl allics. Ilislorian I \:Ills-UII 
Wchlcr Ilf Ihe Universily of lIielcfeh 
skcl'lic;t1lh:11 sllch Illassive mislle;11111 
Clluld have been C'l\\ce;t1cd f,lr Sil 101lg. 
\\'elL'lIIlICS Ibcl\ue's buok ;11l)'\\';IY· ~ 
Wehlcl" "l.el him publish whcre vel 

\\anls. alld wC can dchal c his soul'< 
NIl dlHlbl fl11 mcr (it:flll:l ll I'l'isllI lers 

CIll\1C r"r\\ard 10 CIll'1'nbc11';lle cl:lin 

\\llId lolhc \lol'k. "11's all inlerludc ill 11Ur 
1'11,;1\\;\1' hislury Ihal is a Sh;lIllcfullhillp. ... 

The U.S Arlll\' has dcclillctl 11' c"m­
IlIClll. bul ils CClllcr (lr r-.lililary IlislPI'Y­
hascd ill \\';lsllillgl,lll. has dispuled I\;\l'­
qllc's nlldi~lr.s aflcl;1 1':lrli:1lle\'iew "f Ihl' 
,,,,,,k. chaq\illr. the ;llIllI"r ",ilh "highly 
Sl,<.:culali\'c" u~e (If sl;lliSlics ;llld ;Issel lint'. 
Ihal hi!'. illdicl\l\CIII of LisCllhll\\er is "UII­
SlIpportcd by Iht: e\·idcllcc" Slel'hell AI1\­
hlllSC. profe,;sllI "fhislllry ;llll1c Univclsi-
I)' "r Ne\\ Urkalls ;llltl ;\ distinguishcd 
I i~clll\\l\\'cr hi"!'.I;Iphcr. \\hih: disar,lce­
illr. \\ilh llacqllc ,Ill sC\Clal p'lilllS. _""­
cedcs IlIal IIIl: \"",k CI11II;liIlS a "lll;ljlll his· 
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;IIL'cls ;1\,ail;lhlc rIll "isll ihulinll lIy IlIc 

tJ.S AI \11)' in 1'-1:1) 11).15 \\CIC sliU in ils 
w;lrcIH'\lSeS in N,,,cnl"cr 11:1" IlIey hcen 
disll itHllt:". lhey WP\tld h;l\'c pro\'ided an 
;lddili,11,al 1.(lOO c;III'1 ics PCI 1\1;111 I'l'l' ,l:1y 
1(1 Ihe nHlIe Ih;1I1 700.()OO 1'1 is\lners will' 
-1l:1cq\lc conlc\l\ls died illlhe nlc:lnlinIC. 

1\;lcqlle's rCl'Punlil1gof Alllclican 1'111-
icy dcci,;itllls 1\1;1)' IH11" \II' In hislPli.::II 
5C1\1liny hellcr 111;111 his "ody CIHIIII. Th;11 
Ikl't:nds 1:11!,-1:\)' Ill' inl'tlllll'\cll' ;In" "flel1 
conlladicll1\Y US: AlIllY rt:c(llds Kc)' 1(1 

\11-11 ()( 1()1I11t~ I'IX'I 

h:lrsh Ilc:\llnenl allhe hands nflhe A 
bul nnl)' :\cltlclllic hislll1'ian5 wil1 COl 
whelhcr lhc hIsses were as col(1ssal 
Cl Ic \I 1:1 led as ll:1cquc ClllllelldS Thc j 

Will, ("flOt lirrg by J.1Y Pr. I 
slill \1\\1 
W.""irr,!; Ion .1nd RIt" .. Schoenlh.1 l/Borlll 
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