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BY JAMES L. GRAFF TORON 1o
Alnng the Rhinc. barbed-wire fences

are thrown up around meadows that
are soon churncd to mud by tightly
packed masses of German prisoancrs of
war. With no tents available. they dig fox-
holes and horde scraps of cardboard to
protect themsclves  against the Dbitter
spring weather. It fed. some of them re-
sort to cating grass and drinking urinc. As
the mouths pass and discase and starva-
tion take their toll. they die in droves.

That is just a fragment of the tale told
in Other Losses. controversial Canadian
best seller. Author James Bacque charges
that German prisoncrs held by French
and U.S. forces in the wake of Germany's
World War 11 defeal dicd cn massc as i
result of deliberate ncglect. In a stunning
claim. Bacque contends  that atl leasl
793.239 German soldiers perished in US.
camps in 1945, while in Prench camps.
which received many transferces from
American custody in the summer.of that
year, at least 167.000 dicd.
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German troops rounded up in the final days of await transportation to detention camp:
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The designation “disarmed enemy forces” was allegedly used to deny them lnnnane cart

his calculations is a six-week study of he
pital admissions and death rates amot
German  POWSs conducted by the U
Army Medical Corps in May and June
1945. Bacque interprets these reports
arrive at a weekly death rate of 0.6
from which he cxtrapolates the deathl
for periods not covered by Army data.

That methodology has some histo
ans shaking their heads. Says Gabr
Kotko. senior rescarch professor of his
ry at Taronto's York University: 1
data are completely fatlacious. No histc
an could have writien this book—it's t
work of a novelist.” Professor Arthur
Smith of California State University
Los Angeles. who fhas writlen about f
mer German soldicrs in the posty
years. is unconvineed, TTlow do you .
rid of a million bodies?” he asks. “H
could you not havea single G.1. come {
ward, and what about the widows?”

In West Germany. where the bool
1o be published next month under
more turid title Planned Death, Bacau
thesis will fand in A semivoid of resea
on the subject. Since (he war. West G
man  historians  have concentrated
Crermany's failings rather than those ©°
currcnt  aflics. Hlistorian tlans-Ul
Wehler of the University of Biclelele
skeptical that such massive mistreatn
could have been canceiled for so long.
welcomes Bacque’s hook  anywiy. R
wehler: “Let him publish whereve!
wints, and we can debate his sour
No doubt former German prisonces
come forward 1o cuorroborate clain
harsh tieatment at the hands of the A
but anly academic historians will cat
whether the losses were as colossal
calcutated as Hacque contends. The j
stith out. . Withreporting by Jay Pet
Washing ton and Rhea Schoenthal/Bonn

arical discavery.” Says Ambrose: "Weas

Americans can’t duck (he fact that ¢t ri-

ble things happened. And they happened

at theend of a war we fought for decency

and demoeracy and freedom. and they are .
not excusable.” .

Nacque. 60, whosc past books have all
been novels. happencd upon anccdotad
evidence of widespread  caomp deaths
while rescarching @ book in 1986 on a
French Resistance hero. Subscquent in-

The numbers alonc are enough tao fuel vestigationsin_the U.S. and Lurope con-
a furor. But Bacque also charges that the vinced him that large numbers of Ger-
deaths resulted from crucl ne- . mans had perished in some
glect and were avoidable==thc s 1 800 [rench and American
conscquence of 2 decision by - camps.

General  Dwight D). [isens In March 1945 Eisen-
hower. the /Supreme Allicd . hower got permission from
Commander. o withhold sus- the Combined Chiefs of Stall
(enance from encmics he had to rvedesignalte vartous groups
come to despise. "Tad Lisen- of Gierman prisancrs as “dis-
hower wanted o provide armed cnewmy farces™ (DUIs)
these men with rations. they rather than prisoners of war.
were lavaitablel in the Luro- That act cilectively denied
pean theater.” says Lirnest I- them humane treatment man-
Fisher Jro.o o retived colonel dated by the Geneva Conven-
and former US. Army histori- ton and pave them what Bae-
an who aided Bacque in his Author Bacque que calls “lethal pUE status.”

rescarch and wrote the fure- The US. also vefused o
word to the book. “1rs an interiude inour allow the Red Cross o inspect the camps
postway history that is i shaumefut thing.” Lo ensute canvention compliance. Bacque

The US Army has dectined to com- writes that 135 mitlion Red Cross food
ment, but its Center of NMilitry Hlistory. pateels availahle for distribution by the
based in Washington, has disputed Bac- US Avmy in May 1945 were stibhin is
que’s findings after a partial review of the | warchouses in November, Had they been
hook. charging the author with “hipghly distributed. they would have provided an
specutative’ use of statistics and assct ung additional 1.000 calotics per man per day
that his indictment of Fisenhower is un- | to the muote than 700.000 prisonces who
supported by the evidence.” Stephen Am- Racque contends died inthe meantime.
brose. professar ol history the Universi- Bacque's recounting of Amciican pot-
ty of New Orleans and a distinguished jey decisions nuay hold up o historical
Fisenhower biographer. while disnpree- serutiny betier than his body count, That
inp. with Bacque oo severitl points, con- depends Lupcely on incomplete and often
cedes that the ook contains a “ajor hise contradictony U g Army records. Key 10
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