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IOLISH PARTIGIFATION TN SCANDINAVIAN -
OVIRATION, o

With reference to Admiral Odend'hal's
enqulry yediterdoy appropos a rcported statement
that the Poles were nob preparcd to participate
in the Scandinavian operation, the following
information has been obtainad, and wag probably
that to which the Chiefs of Staff referred and
fhinh General. G%melin oubscqpnntly me ntioned.

The Hritibh Ambnnsqdor ot Angars on the
218t of Jebruary rcported that bath ‘fic and his
Freac h cokleaguo fe‘t that 1t was irortant
that the Polns should conslder the Germans as
their primary cnemy, and. that if the spearhead
of their new army was sacrifliced in combatlng
t+he Russisne some Polish demoralisat:ion might
cct in, He drew attention to the fact that
the nucleus of the new Polish army must ;
presunably be 1ncking in training and equipment.
e nov exposed to hardshilps and losses, the
army's fauture development might be compromised,
Finally, he said that he had reason to belleve
that the Polish Government and their military
gdvicers woere op;oscd to the immedilate despatch
of Polish troops to the Finnish front,

On the 23rd of February, the Dritish

Ambagnador in Farls referred to the abovo and
gadd +that he had asked General Gomelin that
day what the position wags as regards - the
employment of a Polish contingent with the
erxpedition %o Finland. It scems that General
gamoelin told him that he had received a letter
from General Sikorski (the contents of this
letteor 18 unknown), and then went on to say that
eo far as he (General Gamelin) was concerned,
there was no questlion of despatching a Pollsh
contingent until April. He had understood that
there wao heold to be a political advantage in
Folich troo s participating, but if this was not,
60, and if bJ April the I'olish force was stlll

~0% dn a it stonte to leave, and if for that or
other reasong the British General Staff aid not
want them, he would itry to arrange to aup»ly an
oquivalont ‘French force.
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20th Fabruary, 1940, . _ ’




COPYRIGNT OF THE.PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON

‘Y N ZL 3[ .I.«L 3 6[ Reference: -
Stiftelsen.noksk Q. upas, nshistotie. 2014

ittty ’ v?k)ile laue e \LA\S

»a Iy Vi g gt el 1
) & N e & o ? !
e e e :
/“/8waf¢4/ ‘
C/' \‘Wbbg 236/
24t

4 35%2/25/90

/]
betvleen
tatillives of' the Scandinavin.
a:gd‘ rrench Govtsl Discugsed vhole situation in Jeondinavia and posrible
- "’ﬂ#//j developments. Ubjects of the kKitsion to Stockholm.
e T e

of16J(Ax)

A-rl, 1940.

agt Paper. (Minutes.)
; e IMA etor
/’[I})'\. 1 (/r)/L'/'l\ .

7/

| P ,
eferénces. ' (0. vivoal. Depr . i :
.. . ¥ \(\/@é /"// mﬁ!c- !

,/f'
b

loif disposed of)
\

R §h2w~qu
M )

N (Ind€£$>/'
| U W\

g&’ Papeor.

)

20817 F.O.P. ’ |

_




COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON
H H 2
nehilorer7p— ' 3 3
{ I T Referance:~

TS TN I \ND\O()"\%‘S() \4-8) <

Stiftelsen

v

T T MR I e Sy s St o o 4
- pus B Ty o o T Cos oPP oty orrar e U Y
S P TR U S e vy

Breathing space for troops is one of my great difficulties
and Fleming can give you details.

Now that I am strong on the main road Namsos = Steinkjer
I am prepared to extend further towards Grong and to work
down that railway. The French are receiving more troops.
They do not know how many but their latest wires indicate
a strong force. I feel we should shortly have more British
Troops but that of coursc depends on your plans. If I can be
assured of not being attacked from the Fjord south of
Steinkjer when I advance® there, I have a sufficient force
and in that case I could wait till I get to Trondheim.

The officers you are scnding tomorrow will be able to tell
you of any points I have ommitted,

Yours very sincorely

Claddlg
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1. At Litnoha ori, besides the wonoden nicrg, there is
a concrcte wicw, vhich has pecontliy been built by the
Jond Hickel Uil cdi. T4 will be daifficult to destroy
his ontirely, There 1o a Jdepth of water of 28 fect,
“y, Pamowas Joubiful i heavy vehicles iike tanks could
bo Alzesbarscd GG,
e Kirkencs., 10 coufipsed thce detalls ol port
neilities ab o rroenes ond/stated that besides the road to
the apetie Ii-ivmuy olrondy reporied, there is a troek
vhieh runs Opon nirkenes to Elvelnes, the nearoct point on
. the Finnish fronticr ond from thence just inside ihe
’ Pinnien froniicr too the arebic lighwey. Tanks could

-

casily be lan .ol af Blirviicned.

The mincs oo vnleh the mincpal railway rmns {ron
_ sspronen arc Loon=ore, belonging to the Sydvoaranger
. rininge Compoilyy, o Jopgeglan entorprise with Cemnon capital.
' Gopnman’ pepgenaci orc caployed al Hirkonces. The iron-
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ot of Salatjirvi, on the oppoalte

4 lickel Company have lately
_on the cdpe of the lake, There
1 other ocuvbstantinl brick
1t TN ended bo use any of tho lond
reobomion op oaueiills, it would be worth
Do cMich was npeviously atehed upn with
the @ ond Hieoan oy inoeane the prosen machinery
wan Goostroy oo on suboidiary power ataticn ab
rologdoki, Sho coupree o DOVER holins Abtlas Dieosel englned.
oo lurge quant’ iy of Libur has hoon flooted Gown to the
gay=1111 at . ologjolil,

wlldinges,
dichkel Comi
tacing out @
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g vp, o anso soated that there are now in the Pinnish
ar vy aboud L0 oo cngincers who had worked for the
gl iekel soii.unly i lere the -rar, These 1610 Y0

su veyors wyl roud-onoinzers et orould be useful as guldes
round pFetsans 2004, oy speck nglish very well, It
theee en wers cant b the Britiot Governuent, the loend
Hekel Comrays ewuld vl in touch w7 it their represcntative
at lelsinki, o i a wober of the Finnish Covernment and
ho could armomie for thooe aen to he releasesd from amy
gervice, T4 b, hosever, telie o cerbain anount of tine
to find thego nenr and Jov then releascd.






