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My dear Mill, 

It was indeed delightful to hear from you again, it seems such 
a very long time since 1 saw yeu and 1 have often thought of writ­
ing to you, as it seems to me several things do not go as might be 
most desirable. 

1 am also much distressed about the Amundsen affair, and 1 am 
afraid that it may do much harm in several respects. Of course 1 do 
not blame the R.G.S. a bit, 1 think its attitude is quite natural; 
though it liQuld have been better perhaps if the whole thing could 
have been passed in silence. 1 do not understand Amundsens conduct 
on the whole lately, there are several queer things which have hap­
pened, and the only explanation I can find is that something has 
gone wrong with him. There have been similar things once or twice 
before; but now my impression is that he has entirely lost his ba­
lance, and that he is no more quite responsible for his actions. 
Mind you, I have not seen him, for a year, or more, and have not 
read his book about himself and all his wrongs etc {nor will read 
it);but 1 think thera are various unmistakable signs of some kind 
of insanity. But as long as this is not known or acknowledged, 
Amundsens conduct will of course continue to do much harm. And I 
really do not know what to do with it. You see, England is not the 
only country he ha.s offended, but Unites states also (besides Ger­
many and Italy). His offensive conduct towards you and R.O.S. I mi~ 
however mos t. 

Of course, lcan find nothing offensive in Curzons remarks and 
I am sure they were never intended to be, on the contrary. But lane 
even if they ha.d, what does it matter? a sane person oould not pos­
sibly think of and remember such a thing for so many years, and the 
dig it up again, only to make himself small. 

I thitt 1 have had some evidence and e~perience as to the abili­
ty of your people to appreciate the achievements of Ifforeigners fl 

as much as those of your own people. In fact I never felt that 1 
was a "foreigner" in Enclund or Scotland.1 think the only thing to 
do with Amundsen is to try to foreet the whole affair as soon as 
possible. I can see nothing else to do. I bolieve it is no good to 

speak to him. I am clad to read What you say about your new presi­
dent, that he will develop the Soc. on the side of Geophysics. 
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