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lLEllORANDt1K ON RlIPARATIOllS ABD Tlm 

OCCUPATION OF THB BUHR. 
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The present .ituation in Europe is incomparably the grav-

est that has arisen since tho Armistioe. There can be no doubt that 

recent events in the Ruhr would have resulted in war but for the fact 

that Germany is desarmed. There is only too much reason ~. fear 

that they may have made war in the future almost inevitable. Both 

the Frenoh and German nation. are now in the psychological state of 

belligerent., and both have ceased to count the cost of the course 

of action they are pursuing. Since this cost will be borne, not by 

themselves alone, out by Europe as a whol •• it is evident. that the 

mo~ent for energetic intervention between the parties has arrived. 

2. It ie difficult to eee. however, from what quarter a euccese-

ful intervention could be made. It would probably bo useless for any 

of the Principal Allies of France to attempt it. Belgium i8 ev1dent-

ly unable to do eo. If Italy.were to try, the change from her previ­

ous attitude which this would mean, would evoke bitter hoetility in 

\ 

France. French opinion is already so hostile to Great Britain that .. '""". 

British action would be eqdally unlikely to m~et with approval. .Ja-

pan is too far away for a .Japanese initiative to command support. 

On the other hand, if Ger~any were to make an appeal for out-

eide intervention, this would only :prejudice the chanoes of 9UcceS8 

1. n France. Since there is reaeon to think that the Germane are con-

templating some such mOve as this in the near future, it ie the more 

desirable for intervention to come spontaneously from another quarter. 

3. Since a180 it cannot be hoped that America will take the re-

sponsibility of an initiative, it appears that intervention can only 

come from the powers who were neutral during the late ~, working 

perhaps with some of the other smaller powers. If the.e powera 

were able to act a8 a group there is no doubt that their action 

would have greater chance. of Buoces. than any other which co'uld be 

hoped for. Acticn by one power would be unlikely to sucoeed. The' 

.1' ...... ,. ':< ' .... _- ..... vu __ 

( . 

I 
j 

Stiftelsen norsk Okkupasjonshistorie, 2014

SNO



, 

'~ '1" 

more that can be Induoed to act together the better. If 1t were pos-

eible to .. oure t~e cooj'erat'i'on eY .b: or' ' ..... 'coyermaen_ .. ,:tb.: par­

ties to the diapute .ould :be oblt'ged to tt.at noh • 'groQ .• i'~h clue 

respect. : . ~ . ", , . .,," 
." 

~_ ", ~.t . 

4. In any 1nterT.t1t~o~ .be~:weell the parties to the ReparaUone 

dispute the interTening powers would haTe to explain that they clicl so 

on account of the damage which i.'belnS done to their ewn national 

economic and political interests. They would haTe to .et forth the' 

facta that the economic life of their countries was belns .eriously 

affected by the present etoppage of international oo~erce and the 

disastroue instability of the exohangee; that their peoples are suf­

fering greatly from unemployment, high taxation, and high cost of 

living; and that In their view the political stability of the contl-

nent of Europe, and therefore of their own governmenta, is menaced 

by any events whioh may lead to war n~ or in the future. 

5. They would at the same time have to explain that they are 

in entire 8greement with the 8ignatoriee to the Treaty of Veraailles 

as to the principle of Reparations, and that 1n their Ti .. the peace 

of Europe can oaly be founded on some ssttlement which will secure for 

France and Belgium the effectlTe reetoration of the areas which were 

devastated by the German armies during the war. The~ should also 
, 

express their readiness to discuss any proposals for increasing the 

security of France and Belgiua. 

6. On the strength of the abOTe motives for action the interven-

ing powers should explain their conviction that a full and frank in­

ternational discus8ion of the whole question of reparations, debts, 

and security, in whioh all the Powere directly and indireotly ..... xwa 

concerned should take part, i8 immediately essential if disaster 1s 

to be avoided. On this ground they Ihould s~ that they desired to 
11 

exerciee their righte under Article ~ of the COTenent. and to re-

quest the Couno11 of the League at a meeting epecially summoned for 

the purpoee, to deal with theee questions a8 a matter which affeots 

the peace of the world, and the good understanding between nations 
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n ~hich peace depends. 

In order to show that they are resOlutely deteruined to 

a discussion that will lead to a sett~ement the intervening 

should indicate that if the Council does not feel able to 

accordance with their suggestion they propose to demand a 

eCial meeiing of the Assembly for the purpose. 

15th February, 1923 
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