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Grisly discovery: victims of Partisan revenge 

YUGOSLAVIA 

Skeletons in 
Tito's Closet 
Marshal Tito liked to portray 
his Communist Partisans as the 
humane liberators of Yugosla­
via from the jaws of fascism. 
Shocking new discoveries of 
piles of human bones in hither­
to secret caves in Croatia and 
Slovenia suggest, however, that 
official Yugoslav history is due 
for radical rewriting. In the 
wake of the grisly finds, several 
witnesses have come forward 
to tell of mass killings by the 
Partisans. 

The atrocities are the latest 
evidence of the murderous eth­
nic reprisals and counter-repri­
sals that engulfed Yugoslavia 
after Germany and its allies in­
vaded in 1941. Historians be­
lieve that most of the country's 
1. 7 million war dead were killed 
not by Nazi troops but in brutal 
clashes between Croatian fas­
cists, Serbian royalists and Parti­
san nationalists. The fear is that 
the grim evocation of the past­
particularly in Croatia and Slo­
venia, . which recently elected 
non-communist govemments­
could increase the ethnic ten­
sions that are again tearing the 
nation apart. _ 
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r When Stalin's 
Butchers Took Over 
----_._-------_._- --- --

German authorities find Soviet-era 
\ mass graves at Sachsenhausen 
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10 kill norlh of BerlIn III ea.<;lern Uel'lnnny, was a 
Nazi cOIlcclllration camp whel'(' halfol;)1I estimaled 
200,000 prisollPl's from Uel'ln:wy :lIld off,"r paris of 
Ell ropl' p('ri..,hed. Sa('hsell ha II.~PII·S ill fa lily COli Un­
ued illto the posl-Nazi ('ra \\'hen I he (lccup.Yillg Sovi­
els took O\,pr the inslallalion ,1Ilcl ran it as 11 prison 
camp for IliUl'!' ::;yrnpalhizer::; and suspected 0Ppo-
11('11 Is of(·ollllllulli::;m. In the two year::; since the col­
bpse of fi:ast Germany, increasing grisly delails 
alJoul Ihr' Slalinisl::;' camp have heen emerging. Now 
Ihe Bralldl~lJhllrg state gOV(,I'IlITIl'nt n'ports the dis­
covery of fi() Illass graves containing some] 2,500 
bodies buried between 1945 and Hl50. The corpses 
\\'(,I'e slacked fi III high: most victims died of hunger 
ami disease, although some appear 10 have met a vi­
olellt elld. J\ surprisingly large number of the re­
mains WI'I'(' I hose or older people or teenagers-a 
gI'lH~SOIJJ(' illdicntion or how wide a nel the Soviels 
cast agnill."i illosp.lhey suspected. • 
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